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Consultation on temporary change of regulations on motor traffic
Svalbard § 8 in 2019
The Governor of Svalbard, on hearing, sends a temporary amendment to Section 8 of the Regulations
motor traffic on Svalbard, for the areas Billefjorden, Tempelfjorden, Van Mijenfjorden and
Storfjorden between Wichebukta and Domen. The changes will be implemented if the Governor
Consider it as necessary to prevent disturbance of vulnerable wildlife. In addition to those
management measures described here are also mentioned initially that the Governor through
the season will have increased presence and supervision in the field. The purpose of this is both informative and
preventive art.
This type of situational change in the rules for motor traffic on Svalbard can be done without
prior consultation 1 . The Governor has nevertheless chosen to conduct a hearing as much as possible
ordinary way as this has an informative and informative function for the case as such. Through one
such a process, the managing authority will could remedy unforeseen circumstances and thereby
Align the various considerations that this can do.
It is in the nature of the matter that neither the tourism nor the Governor of the present time is involved
safety knows how this year's season will be, for example, with regard to the keeping of polar bears on the ice,
travel patterns and scope of travel, etc. The temporary changes described here are therefore
based on the experience and the knowledge that is in total available per Today. Changes to these
terms, will therefore also result in adjustments to the rules described in the letter here without
this will be the subject of a renewed consultation.
On the basis of the above, the Governor wants consultation input on the areas and
the delimitations proposed. We also want input on how the different consultation parties use them
relevant areas, and how the parties will be affected by any traffic restrictions.
Consultative input sent to firmapost@sysselmannen.no
The consultation deadline is 20 February 2019.
1 cf. Section 37, fourth paragraph, of the Public Administration Act and remarks on section 10 of the Regulations on Motor Traffic on Svalbard.
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Introduction
On April 20, 2018, the Governor decided to temporarily change the regulations on motor traffic on Svalbard
(FOR-2002-06-24-723) § 8 pursuant to section 10 of the regulations until 1 June 2018.
The reason for the decision was a lot of traffic on the fjord ice on the Billefjorden, Tempelfjorden and
Sliding bay with snowmobiles, among other things to observe polar bears who stayed in these areas
spring 2018. This motor traffic led to polar bears and ring seals being disturbed. The Governor saw one
increase in traffic in these areas both in number and time of day traffic was ongoing. The Governor
There were also several concerns about the polar bears being disturbed, and the police created several cases
related to traffic on the sea ice and disturbance of wildlife.
Prior to the decision, the Governor went out with information on April 11 in a news case where
the audience was informed that it is forbidden to seek out polar bears so that it is disturbed.
The audience also got information on how to act in the face of polar bears. This
the information did not have sufficient effect, and after a period of close supervision our assessment
that the total load was still too large. The Governor considered that a ban was necessary
against traffic with motor vehicles on iced areas in Rindersbukta, Billefjorden and Tempelfjorden
to protect polar bears and seals in a vulnerable period. For the sake of the tourism industry, chose
Governor to open for limited traffic.
If a similar situation occurs in 2019, the Governor will adopt a temporary change of
regulation on motor traffic on Svalbard § 8 for these areas also this year. The temporary changes
can also become relevant to Storfjorden between Wichebukta and Domen, since the Governor over several
years have seen great traffic on the fjord ice on the east coast, especially in Mohnbukta, during periods when polar bears
and ring seals are vulnerable to disturbances.
As mentioned above, the authority may, in accordance with the Public Administration Act section 37 fourth paragraph letter
a, make a decision to change a regulation without prior notice when it will not be practical
feasible. To create the greatest possible predictability, and to allow for clarification
Unforeseen circumstances in advance, however, we want to send the year's regulatory changes to the consultation in
forefront. After the consultation deadline has expired, the Governor will assess all the consultation inputs, and on
Based on these, make a change to § 8 of the Motor Traffic Regulations that is implemented if
the need arises.
A common feature of the changes is that the fjord ice as a transport vein between different
Destinations are attempted to stay open through a type of "shortest navigable route". Put another way
This means that there is traffic on the ice for the sake of the traffic and the experience that is forbidden on them
fjord areas which can be crossed on the shortest navigable route. The reason for this is as mentioned it
important importance of fjord ice for wildlife.
The above is, moreover, a solution which in its form is embodied in the permanent rules for traffic on
East Coast. The premise is thus a well-known theme in tourism and otherwise. The Governor's option is
given if the public chooses to ignore the rules described here, in practice it is far more drastic
measures, such as closing larger areas for all traffic.
In connection with work on similar measures for the 2018 season, questions were asked about the rule
that «shortest navigable route» should be used, also means stopping for control of ice thickness
and / or technical issues are a violation of the provision. The Governor will therefore for the sake of order
clarify that necessary stops of a safety nature, for example if one is in doubt about ice
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carrying capacity, and / or unforeseen events that occur during the actual transport stage,
neither is part of the wording or purpose of the provision. In practice, this will in any case limit itself to
Exceptions in both time and scope.
Legal Basis
The main rule in regulation on motor traffic on Svalbard § 7 prohibits traffic with motorized
vehicles in iced areas. In § 8, exemptions have been granted for belt motorcycles (scooters) and belt cars in
some areas. Section 10 provides an opportunity to make temporary amendments to sections 8 and 9 "when considered as
necessary to protect the wildlife or the natural environment otherwise or if other special reasons
dictate it. "
Furthermore, the provisions of the Svalbard Environmental Protection Act §§ 8, 73.79, which stipulate conditions that
one has to take into account the total load to which the natural environment is exposed, decides that traffic
should not lead to unnecessary disturbance of wildlife, and that motor traffic should be regulated by one
social perspective with a view to protecting Svalbard's natural environment.
Norway also has an international responsibility for protecting polar bears from the polar bear agreement
1973 for the management of polar bears.
Proposed ban on traffic
Billefjorden
Proposed changes appear from the enclosed map E. The traffic ban applies to Billefjorden,
including the Mima Bay, the Gulf of Adolf and the Bay of Petunias. As in 2018, it will be allowed to cross the ice
areas on the shortest, navigable route between Nordenskiöldbreen and Pyramiden. Based on input
after the traffic ban in 2018, it has been proposed for 2019 that it should also be allowed to cross iced
areas on the shortest, navigable route between the Pyramiden and the research station on the west side of
Petunia Gulf.
Tempelfjorden
Proposed changes appear from the attached map D. As in 2018, there will be a ban on traffic
with motor vehicles within a straight line between the outlet of Murdochelva and Kapp Schoultz.
Outside this, it is permissible to cross iced areas on the shortest, navigable route.
From Mijenfjorden
Proposed changes appear from the enclosed map C. The traffic ban on motor vehicles applies
within a straight line between the Martina match and the exit of the Fagerstad valley. Outside this is allowed
to cross iced areas on the shortest, navigable route.
Since visitors are not allowed to travel south of Van Mijenfjorden, it will be practical
The consequence of the changes is that visitors only have the opportunity to make the necessary arrangements
crossings over iced bays and lots on the north side of the fjord, on the shortest, navigable route.
The same opportunity will have permanent residents, but in addition, permanent residents will have the opportunity to cross
between the north side and the south side of the fjord on the shortest, navigable route.
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As described above, traffic on the ice for the sake of traffic and experience will be
prohibited in the areas that can only be crossed on the shortest navigable route.
Storfjorden
The traffic ban applies to Storfjorden between Wichebukta and Domen. South of Domen will
the provisions for traffic on Storfjorden not be changed, but apply as before.
Assessments related to proposed traffic bans
Motor traffic on iced areas - assessment of the importance for the natural environment
The fjord ice in front of breeding / brefronts are vulnerable habitats, which are important for a number of species. These
The habitats are particularly important and vulnerable in the period March - May, especially for ice - dependent species such as
ring seal and polar bear. It is during this period that the ring seals throw their cubs on the ice, in caves formed
of snow drift over ice blocks that have calved from the glacier fronts. For this reason, its polar bear concentrates
hunting effort for seals in these areas at this time, which is the period of the year in which the bears will be
Put on again after many months with little food access. If they do not get enough food
This time, it can affect survival and reproduction. The fjord ice near brefronter is
particularly important for females with yearlings, since these insides have been in the hay and stuck in up to a half
years, and needs a lot of energy to be able to die the kids while building their own
fat reserves.
For these reasons, it is important that areas in front of breeding fronts should be as undisturbed as possible in this area
period. From behavioral studies that the Norwegian Polar Institute has done on polar bears, we know that is with
yearlings react most strongly to snowmobile traffic noise. In case of attempted provocation was
The average flight distance was 1 534 m, while the maximum flight distance was 2 700 m
observations in the Tempelfjord by the fact that polar bears flee because of. ships at three kilometers distance. When
Polar bears are scared away from the hunting areas in front of the glacier fronts, they lose the opportunity to hunt seals in one
period where it is critical for them to eat as much as possible.
Both Billefjorden, Tempelfjorden, Van Mijenfjorden and Storfjorden between Wichebukta and Domen
represent such important and vulnerable habitats, while being popular exit targets for both
residents and visitors. This can make it necessary to limit the motor traffic in these
the areas if the total burden on wildlife as a result of the traffic becomes too large.
Assessment of consequences of traffic restrictions for permanent residents, individual visitors and
tourism industry
Residents
The pyramid in Tempelfjorden is a common hiking destination from Longyearbyen in the winter, especially when it is ice
on Tempelfjorden and Billefjorden. Motor traffic to the Pyramid with snowmobiles is mainly via
the fjord ice in the Billefjord and the Tempelfjord, and it is therefore proposed this year also to open to cross the ice in
these fjords on the shortest navigable route.
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Both Ny-Ålesund and northern parts of Spitsbergen are current hiking destinations for some
Long-term residents from Longyearbyen in the winter, and a regular route north goes via Temple and
Billefjorden when it is sea ice. Through the proposed corridors over Billefjorden and on the west side of
Petunia Bay will have permanent opportunities for residents to drive north even if traffic bans are introduced.
In Billefjorden, there are mainly two cabins used by residents in the winter, Skottehytta i
Petunia Bay and Red Cross Cottage in Brucebyen. The Red Cross cabin can be reached by driving in it
proposed the corridor over to the Pyramid, where it will be allowed to cross on the shortest navigable route and
then on land. The Governor also has a cabin in Brucebyen, but this one will be closed for all
use other than supervision / service if a traffic ban is introduced.
Skottehytta can be reached by driving in the proposed corridor on the west side of Petuniabukta between
The pyramid and the Polish / Czech research station, and then drive on land around
Petunia Gulf.
Resident's traffic to cabins in Bjonahamna will be possible by crossing the ice over the Tempelfjord on
shortest navigable route.
Permanent residents' traffic to cabins in the bay of Rinders will also be possible by crossing Van
Mijenfjorden on the shortest navigable route right up to a line from the cabin "Armoa", on the same level as
The Martina match, over to the outlet of the Fagerstad valley on the south side of the bay. Two-stroke their cabin
Camp Morton will also be available with the proposed traffic ban. Transport further south to
For example, cabins in the Van Keulen fjord or at Hornsund will also be possible by crossing
on the shortest navigable route between the north and south of Van Mijenfjorden.
The East Coast is a popular destination for permanent residents, both on day trips and cab trips. Longyearbyen
The Hunting and Fishing Association and the Two-Tacker's Cabins on the East Coast will still be possible to reach it
proposed traffic ban between the Wichebukta and Domen.
The limitation for permanent residents is therefore that these - like other groups below - do not
can travel on sea ice, and into breeding fronts etc. for the sake of the journey and the experience, and that the drive to
your own or others' cabin can be somewhat different than normal. Given the statutory purpose sought
Taken care of (protection of wildlife), according to the Governor's assessment, this cannot be regarded as one
disproportionate intervention.
Individual visitors
The Pyramid is a popular destination for individual travelers. The traffic restrictions will not have
importance for transport to the Pyramid since it will be allowed to cross the ice in the Tempelfjord and
Billefjorden on the shortest navigable route.
As for permanent residents, the limitation is that the traveler cannot travel on sea ice and into
fronts, etc. for the sake of traffic and experience. Given the statutory purpose sought to be taken care of
(Protection of wildlife) nor can this be regarded as a disproportionate intervention as we do
I see. Fronts etc. will otherwise be visible from the vantage point on land.
For the sake of order, it is mentioned that visitors are not allowed to drive to the east coast without being in one
organized tour guide or as a resident.
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Tourist
The Pyramid is a popular destination for tourists. The traffic restrictions will not affect
transport to and from the Pyramid since it will be allowed to cross the ice in the Tempelfjord and Billefjorden
on the shortest navigable route.
As with the cases above, the limitation is that the travel companion cannot travel on sea ice and into
fronts, etc. for the sake of traffic and experience. The statutory purpose and proportionality
will be the same as above. Also for these will fronts etc. be visible from the vantage point on
country.
When the tourism industry is going to pick up the groups that go Svalbard along, it can be difficult then
It is common to drive over the Rinders bay to get on to Longyearbyen. There are, however, there
alternative routes. Organized hiking trails with snowmobiles for the Rinders bay for day trips or in
connection with overnight trips to Svea will not be possible with the proposed restrictions.
Basecamp's commercial cabin near the Nordenskiöld glacier will be affected by the traffic restrictions. IN
The Motor Traffic Regulations section 13, however, is the authority to grant a permit upon application. The Governor
will then be able to make a concrete assessment of the risk of environmental disadvantages and possibly give permission in line
with the provisions of the paragraph. Basecamp was granted a dispensation from the traffic restrictions
on Billefjorden in 2018 by application.
The East Coast is a popular day trip destination for several tourism operators, and many of them organized
the tour plans run on the sea ice at Mohnbukta, over the bay to the Teistpynten, and sometimes a little
further north from the Teistpynten. If the proposed restrictions are implemented, it will not be
possible to drive on the sea ice in this area, and the glacier front in Mohnbukta must be seen from the vantage point
on land. Given the purpose of the rules, etc. nor can this be considered a disproportionate one
intervention.
Information and announcement
Pursuant to section 38 of the Public Administration Act, regulations shall be published. Any changes in § 8 i
The Motor Traffic Regulations will be announced on Lovdata. Information will also be announced
the changes with a link to the legal data on the Governor's website, and in Svalbardposten.
The changes will also be presented at "Governor's hour" on February 28.
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Proposal for a new regulation text in § 8 (temporary changes in red)
§ 8 new third paragraph shall read:
The areas mentioned in the first and second paragraph also include adjacent iced areas, with
Exceptions to sea areas between Agardh Bay and the Richter Mountain, cf.
motor traffic is prohibited after March 1 , and with the exception of iced sea areas on Storfjorden between
Wichebukta and Domen where motor traffic is prohibited until June 1, 2019.
§ 8 new fourth paragraph shall read:
On iced areas in the bay of Rinders, within a straight line between the Martina camp and the exit of
Fagerstad Valley, there is a ban on traffic with motor vehicles until June 1, 2019, shown on map C.
Outside this area it is permitted to cross iced areas of Van Mijenfjorden with
belt motorcycle (snowmobile) on the shortest navigable route. When crossing iced sea areas in line with
this provision does not permit residence or stop.
§ 8 new fifth paragraph shall read:
On iced areas in the Tempelfjord, within a straight line between the outlet of Murdochelva and
Kapp Schoultz, there is a ban on motor vehicle traffic until June 1, 2019, shown on map D.
Outside this area it is permitted to cross iced areas in the Tempelfjord with a belt motorcycle
(snowmobile) on the shortest navigable route. When crossing iced sea areas in line with this
the provision is not permitted with stay or stop.
§ 8 new sixth paragraph shall read:
On iced areas in the Billefjord, including the Mima Bay, the Petuni Bay and the Gulf of Adolf, it is
prohibition of traffic with motor vehicles until 1 June 2019. It is permissible to cross iced areas in
Billefjorden with belt motorcycle (snowmobile) on the shortest navigable route between Nordenskiöldbreen
and the Pyramid, as well as between the Pyramid and the research station on the west side of the Petunia Bay, shown
on map E. When crossing iced sea areas in line with this provision, it is not allowed
stay or stop.
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§ 8 new eighth paragraph shall read:
Map A is dated by the Ministry of the Environment, June 2002. Map B is dated by the Ministry of Climate and Environment
December 2016. The maps are available in original form from the Governor of Svalbard, the Environment Agency and in
Ministry of Climate and Environment. Map C, map D and map E are dated the Governor of Svalbard January
2019, and is available in original with the Governor.
With regards
Morten Wedege
miljøvernsjef
Paul Lutnæs
senior consultant nature management
The document is electronically approved and therefore does not have a handwritten signature
Receivers:
Norwegian Polar Institute
Two-stroke
Visit Svalbard AS
Svalbard Science Forum
University Center in Svalbard - UNIS
Longyearbyen Hunting and Fishing Association
Store Norske Spitsbergen Kulkompani AS
Harald Soleim
Longyearbyen Red Cross Relief Corps
Svalbard catch, Tommy Sandal
Copy Recipients:
environment Agency
Ministry of Climate and Environment
Attachments:
Transport restrictions sea ice 2019 - Billefjorden
Transport restrictions sea ice 2019 - Tempelfjorden
Transport restrictions sjøis 2019 - Van Mijenfjorden
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Map basis: Norwegian Polar Institute
Map production: Governor of Svalbard
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Prohibition of traffic
with motor vehicles
The traffic ban applies to the Billefjord, including Mimerbukta, Adolfbukta and Petuniabukta.
Outside this, it is permissible to cross iced areas on the shortest, viable route between
Nordenskiöldbreen and Pyramiden, as well as between the Pyramiden and the research station
west side of the bay of Petuni.
Map E. Prohibition of traffic with motor vehicles on iced areas
in Billefjorden
Allowed to cross on shortest, navigable route
Prohibition of traffic
with motor vehicles
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Map basis: Norwegian Polar Institute
Map production: Governor of Svalbard
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Prohibition of traffic with motor vehicles within a straight line between the outlet of Murdochelva and Kapp Schoultz.
Outside this, it is permissible to cross iced areas on the shortest, navigable route.
Map D. Prohibition of traffic with motor vehicles on iced areas in the Tempelfjorden
Allowed to cross
shortest navigable route
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Prohibition of traffic
with motor vehicles
The traffic ban on motor vehicles applies within a straight line between the Martina match and the exit of the Fagerstad valley.
Outside this, it is permissible to cross iced areas on the shortest, navigable route.
Map C. Prohibition of traffic with motor vehicles on iced areas in Van Mijenfjorden
Allowed to cross
on the shortest navigable route

