
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

After all the shocks and twists, Longyear-
byen's new political leadership is be pretty 
much what everybody long expected before the 
votes were counted.

The Labor Party is retaining its leadership 
of the Longyearbyen Community Council and 
top-ranked candidate Arild Olsen became the 
city's new mayor Tuesday after the newly 
elected Liberal Party members agreed to form 
a majority with the Labor members. The gener-
al assumption after the Oct. 5 election – by 
Olsen and other Labor Party members, along 
with the media and many residents – was the 

Liberals would shake up the city's leadership by 
aligning with the Conservative Party.

"We were actually preparing for being in 
the opposition," Olsen said Monday.

The Labor and Conservatives each won 
five seats on the 15-seat council in the election 
– loss of two for Labor and a gain of two for 
the Conservatives – with the Liberals winning 
three seats and the Green Party two seats. The 
ruling Conservative Party is aligned with the 
Liberal Party and two others at the national lev-
el.

Local Liberal Party leaders said in the days 
after the election they were talking more with 
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
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Weather summary
Cloudy with rain and snow at times; 
temperatures near freezing this 
week, dropping to -15C next week.

Full forecast page 3

See HUT, page 4

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Flee press Blue balled Dark times continue Kiddie fantasies
Store Norske 
loses 106.5M 
during 3Q
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Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugeesBy MARK SABBATINI

Editor
The rubbish hut has gone to trash heaven.
The small hut, made of trash collected 

from the north shores of Spitsbergen, was 
stripped down to its teepee-like wood pole 
frame and its elevator-size cabin on Friday, 
said Solveig Egeland, who designed and 
helped build the cabin in August of 2014. Re-
moving the colorful – and climbable – assort-
ment of debris such as fishing nets, plastic 
trawl balls and ropes ends the hut’s 14-month 
history controversy, quirks and ultimate tri-
umph.

“This was the one of the city’s great land-
marks and the kindergartners’ hub for playing 
on the shore,” wrote Sigvart Bjøntegaard in a 
post on a community “jeers and cheers” Face-
book page.

Workers at the city’s municipal waste fa-
cility, which is adjacent to the hut’s beachside 

Frame and cabin still standing, 
but last bits of controversial 
landmark will disappear soon

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Former Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristoffersen 
accepts a farewell gift from her successor, Arild 
Olsen, after he formally takes over Tuesday night.

RUBBISH HUT TRASHED

Out of left field

The frame and tiny cabin remain standing on the beach near the Svalbard Sailing Club, but the nets, 
plastic balls and other debris that covered the "rubbish hut" are gone and the rest will be gone soon.

Liberal Party defies predictions, joins Labor and Green parties to form new local council majority
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

It's good to be bad, at least according to the 
early raves for our newly arrived troublemakers 
Sval and Bard. The duo, who first appeared last 
week and are planning on spending the next 
month violating every common sense rule in 
the book (and surviving the consequences with 
a resilience that makes Wile E. Coyote seem 
fragile), got mauled by reindeer and mummi-
fied in bird droppings this week but – setting 
aside the very real danger of such things hap-
pening in real life – it's apparently up to us to 
be the harsh critics who call out the creators 
of the stop-motion series for the fictional lib-
erties they're taking. The second episode 
(tinyurl.com/nrlvnqz), released early this week, 
features the pair zooming recklessly around 
Longyearbyen on a snowmobile, only the ani-
mators seem to have seriously redrawn the 
city's map. We'll skip past the part where UNIS 
seems to be located both to the north and south 
of the city square and just ask when did RaBis 
Bua (the place that sells pelts and those sealskin 
boots you'll never get past customs) get placed 
in the middle of the main road through town? 
Hard to pin the blame on the dopey duo for 
crashing through it … Speaking of tall tales, 
yet another book with a bizarre take on 
Svalbard has hit the shelves. Lauren 
Redniss’s "Thunder & Lightning: Weather 
Past, Present, Future," is described in a New 

York Times review (tinyurl.com/pbpdu3u) as "a 
hard-to-classify melding of text and images 
(that) features all manner of vividly colored 
skies, as well as polar bears, whales, lemurs, 
snakes and more than a few weather-preoccupied 
Homo sapiens, including scientists, inventors 
(leech barometer, anyone?), lightning-strike sur-
vivors and Ben Franklin, who swore by nude 'air 
baths.'” Svalbard, in her world, "is home to the 
Global Seed Vault and, it turned out, hundreds 
of transient workers from some 40 nations, 
drawn there by special tax laws." Yeah, no oth-
er reason we'd be here, but then she tries to link 
the two: "There’s a rhyme between the seeds in 
the vault and the way these economic migrants 
have paused their lives back home. There are 
all these different ways in which the cold is 
freezing time."

no police complaints locally
ns. 

local lottery winner

certain famous British broadcasting company welcome , 
thought backpack with computer stolen, turns out were in 
the wrong car.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

'Energies seeking unconventional outlets'

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

Longyearbyen youths practice routines at Kulturhuset for Sirkus Svalnardo's interpretation of 
"Alice in Wonderland," which will performed at 2 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. at the performing arts center. 
The group recently reached the semifinals of a nationwide talent competition hosted by TV2.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

COURTESY OF KAIROSTUDIO
Svalbard's first drive-thru: Building a gift shop in 
the middle of the road is sure to generate traffic. 
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. Variable winds 
winds to 18 km/h. High -9C 
(-13C wind chill), low -10C 
(-14C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Cloudy. N winds to 35 km/h. 
High -3C (-8C wind chill), low 
-10C (-16C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Cloudy. NE winds to 60 km/h. 
High 3C (-4C wind chill), low 
0C (-4C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain/snow, 1C (-2C), 0C (-5C), light 0:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, 1C (-2C), -13C (-20C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -14C, (-20C), -15C (-19C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, -10C (-16C), -15C (-19C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Rain/snow. NE winds to 56 
km/h. High 3C (-4C wind chill), 
low -2C (-8C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

UNIS director stepping down 
during critical transition   

Ole Arve Misund is stepping down as the 
director of The University Centre in Svalbard 
to become director of the National Institute of 
Nutrition and Seafood Research) as of Feb. 1. 
Berit Johanne Kjeldstad, chairwoman of the 
UNIS' board of directors, said an acting direc-
tor will be appointed before Misund departs, 
but a permanent successor may not be named 
until next fall. Misund's departure comes at a 
time when UNIS is trying to expand to rough-
ly double its size to partially compensate for 
the loss of jobs due to the massive layoffs at 
Store Norske. But Misand and Kjeldstad said 
those expansion plans will be largely shaped 
by a revised "white paper" the Norwegian 
government is drafting that outlines policy 
goals for Svalbard.

Man jailed for posing as cop 
'investigating' boy prostitute

A 57-year-old man accused of imperson-
ating an Oslo police officer and asking the 
governor's office about the sexual orientation 
of a boy has been fined and sentenced to 75 
days in prison on charge related to the inci-
dent, as well as for a similar incident involv-
ing police in Hønefoss, shoplifting and fraud. 
The man called the governor's office on Jan. 
1, 2014, stating he was concerned about a 
Longyearbyen youth who was selling himself 
to older men while on holiday in Oslo, ac-
cording to the ruling by the Oslo District 
Court. The Hønefoss incident occurred in De-
cember of that year. During his trial earlier 
this month in Oslo he admitted to the shoplift-
ing charges and denied the others, but was ul-
timately convicted on all eight counts. 

Another 10K seeds deposited 
into 'Doomsday Vault'

More than 10,000 new seed samples from 
gene banks in Asia, Africa, South America 
and Europe have been deposited into the Sval-
bard Global Seed Vault.. The deposit is the 
fifth opening of the seed vault in this year, 
with the seeds coming from Philippines, India, 
Nigeria and Peru. According to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food, there are now more 
than 4,000 plant species in the vault.

Darkness sets in at Svea as the polar night begins for possibly the final time in the coal mine's 
history. Store Norske plans to suspend operations at the mine next April for up to three years in the 
hope coal prices recover from a slump, but even if it reopens the remaining coal is scant.

3Q: -106.5M kr.
Store Norske's losses continue, 
coal company's equity drops 94 
percent during past 12 months

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

STORE NORSKE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

After a while the bad numbers lose some of 
their shock value, but this one is still rather 
staggering.

A year ago, Store Norske had nearly 1.3 
billion kroner in equity. As of the end of last 
month, it has 73 million kroner.

That's a fortune for a private household, 
but a pittance for a major corporation and a re-
flection of just how devastating a collapse in 
coal prices has been for the company and for 
Longyearbyen, which could see a quarter of its 
2,100 residents forced to leave by next summer.

Perhaps the worst part is it's not all that un-
expected – and the earnings report released this 
week revealing the depreciation isn't as bleak as 
the others released during the past year.

Store Norske reported a third-quarter loss 
of 106.5 million kroner for the third-quarter of 
2015, bringing its total loss for the year to 
340.8 million kroner. That's somewhat better 
than the 140.4-million kroner loss the company 
reported during the same quarter a year ago, 

when the magnitude of the crisis became appar-
ent, and bodes far better for the year as a whole 
than the record 902.2-million-kroner loss the 
company suffered in 2014.

But much of the reason for the "less awful" 
results" is due to a major downsizing of the 
company's workforce and operations. The com-
pany laid off about 100 of its 370 workers at 
the beginning of the year – another 150 or so 
are scheduled to be let go by next summer – 
and has scaled back mining operations to only 
its most profitable deposits. Most of that work 
will be halted be next summer as well, as work 
at Svea and Lunckefjell will cease and only the 
relatively small extraction from Mine 7 will 
continue.

The massive loss in equity is the result of a 
continuing write-down of fixed assets, most of 
which occurred last year, according to Wenche 
Ravlo, Store Norske's administrative director. 
Most of that occurred last year.

The company is requesting nearly $300 
million kroner from the Norwegian government 
to maintain Svea and Lunckefjell for up to three 
years in the hope coal prices recover. Ravlo 
stated there have not yet been any indications 
about whether the funding will be approved.
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Taking out the trash

Kids climb the walls of the 
"rubbish hut" during the 
annual summer solstice 

cookout and bonfire in June. 
The hut, created by artist 
Solveig Egeland to draw 

attention to the problem of 
trash in the world's oceans, 
evolved during its 14-month 

lifespan from a highly 
controversial discussion 

piece to a widely-admired 
structure where youths 

frequently gathered. Some of 
the debris, collected last year 

from the north shores of 
Spitsbergen during the 

governor's annual cleanup 
cruise, will be displayed at 

Norwegian Maritime Museum 
in Olso. The logs used to 

build the frame will also be 
"recycled" by moving them to 

a playground in 
Longyearbyen.    

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

HUT, from page 1
location, were scheduled to take it down Oct. 1, 
but it got a short reprieve before the unan-
nounced dismantling, Egeland said.

“We’ve been waiting for them to take it 
down and Friday they found the time,” she said.

A few stray bits of debris still remain on 
the frame and much of the interior, including 
some fliers explaining the project’s concept are 
mounted to the still-standing cabin. Egeland 
said that while removing the debris was easy, 
dismantling the core elements of the structure is 
a far more difficult task – one the city workers 
weren’t sure they wanted to undertake.

“The frame was so good they didn’t want 
to take it down,” she said.

Egeland said on Saturday she planned to 
talk with city officials this week about the hut's 
future, suggesting one option might be building 
some type of new structure using the frame and 
cabin. But in a subsequent interview with Sval-
bardposten she said "I am determined that it 
will be demolished and that this chapter will 
end."

Hans Petter Lauritsen, the city's public 
works manager, told the newspaper the logs 
will be reused at a playground and the hut will 
be demolished at an undetermined date.

Meanwhile, some of the debris will be 
brought to the Norwegian Maritime Museum in 
Olso by the governor’s Polarsyssel service ves-
sel, according to a message Egeland posted on 
her Facebook page Sunday. It’s a fitting end for 
the rubbish, since the governor’s office – using 
a different service vessel – brought the rubbish 
to Longyearbyen after its annual coastal 
cleanup cruise in north Spitsbergen.

The unannounced dismantling surprised 
and dismayed many residents debating the hut’s 
existence on the “jeers and cheers” page, al-
though there were still remnants of the contro-
versies that have given the structure its storied 
history.

Egeland, who has build numerous similar 
structures at various locations in Norway to 
draw attention to the issue of pollution and its 
effect on the environment, built the Longyear-
byen hut with the help of volunteers and a grant 
from the Svalbard Environmental Protection 
Fund. Early naysayers expressed dismay at the 
grant, arguing the money should have been 
spent on something more practical than an ugly 
shrine to scraps.

The hut was originally supposed to be dis-
mantled Oct. 1, 2014, but an offer almost liter-
ally at the last minute by a local group of resi-

dents to care for the cabin resulted in officials 
granting the hut a one-year stay of execution. 
By the time Egeland said during the summer 
she intended to honor her pledge to dismantle 
the cabin, even most of the strongest naysayers 
had become fans of her project due to the de-
bate it sparked and favor it found among kids.

Still, not everyone was a convert to the 
cause by the time the debris was removed.

“Garbage is garbage,” wrote Helene Re-
nate Hvedding on the Facebook page.

Visitors – both real and virtual – were also 
drawn to the seaside attraction, including one 
person who saw it on a webcam and told the 
world he’d seen “evidence of alien beings” in 
Svalbard

While many expressed disappointment 
about the removal of rubbish, it appears there 
was no serious effort made to keep the structure 
intact after Egeland announced her intentions.

“You could have taken legal responsibility 
before so the the cabin would remain standing,” 
wrote Werner Lind. “Blame goes to anyone 
who wanted it, but that wouldn’t take responsi-
bility before this.”

But it’s unclear if a private individual 
could actually obtain such status since 
Longyearbyen’s municipal government and 
The Governor of Svalbard both have a say in 
allowing the cabin’s existence, while the na-
tional government owns the land due to its re-
cent acquisition of Store Norske’s property as 
part of a bailout package to help the crippled 
mining company.

"Considering the security rules for play-
grounds in public places (and private – if some-
thing happens), it's no wonder no one wanted to 
be responsible," wrote Maiken Hermansen on 
the Facebook page.
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EXCAVATE from page 1

Beaten by the blues
Biggest-ever Dark Season Blues 
festival crowds us out, so we're 
resorting to crowdsourcing 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A section of 
Tunabreen calves into 
Tempelfjorden as 
researchers observe it 
during warm weather 
months as part of a 
study to determine the 
effect on water 
temperatures on the 
rate calving occurs. 
Tunabreen was the 
slowest-moving 
glacier of the three in 
the study, moving an 
average of 20 
centimeters a day 
during winter and 
reaching a peak of 
one meter a day in 
October. But the 
influence of water 
temperatures on the 
glacier's calving rate 
matched that of the 
other glaciers that 
moved at speeds of 
up to four meters per 
day.

The Lisa Lystam Family Band, left, plays a mini-set during the official opening of Dark Season Blues on Thursday night at Kulturhuset. At right, kids get 
into the groove during a midday concert at the cafe in the performing arts center. The shows were among the five free events during the festival.

By EVERYONE
Because we didn't make it to everything

(Editor's note: This is the year Dark Sea-
son Blues got serious – as in seriously hardass. 
It's grown to the point slackers such as our-
selves can't simply show up at shows at the last 
minute and expect access so, since we totally 
screwed the pooch on this one, we're compiling 
various news/social media snippets into a sin-
gle article for this year's "coverage." Yeah, it's 
lame, but is our writing really any better?)

"During four days and evenings, blues mu-
sic was served from 16 bands and artists in a to-
tal of 13 events," wrote Espen Helgesen, direc-
tor of the 13th annual festival, in a message on 
the event's Facebook page. "Saturday was the 
big day, with a total of 12 artists and bands at 
Huset – six on each floor. With 700 people in-
side the doors, this is the most visited event."

He told Svalbardposten there were about 
3,500 total audience members  during the festi-
val that ended Sunday and while  "the number 
of unique individuals is difficult to say any-
thing about…1,000 is a conservative estimate."

Helgesen, in a separate Facebook post, also 
noted "Dark Season Blues has been nominated 
for the Best Indoor Festival award at this year's 
European Festival Awards – the most signifi-
cant festival awards ceremony in Europe."

Festival passes sold out months in advance 
and single tickets to many events were unavail-
able, but even those without tickets were al-
lowed free access into several venues in the late 
night/early morning hours. For those who 
missed out entirely, numerous videos from the 
festival posted by visitors are available at 
tinyurl.com/nfq5xw4.

Jolly Jumper & Big Moe, a Norwegian acoustic blues group, plays Saturday at Mary-Ann's Polarrigg.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Various musicians gather onstage for a jam session Sunday night at the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Liberals, Greens join Labor
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

MAJORITY, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Helga Kristiansen of the Green Party and Eirik Berger of the Liberal Party, foreground at left, cast their votes Tuesday to determine which member of the 
Longyearbyen Community Council will be the city's next mayor. At right, student representative Sondre Stormoen and Conservative Party members Geir 
Hekne and Khaniitha Sinpru cast their ballots. Sinpru is the first council member from Thailand, representing the largest non-Norwegian group of residents.

Conservatives than the Liberal Party, but Olsen 
said the possibility of successfully negotiating 
an alliance began to seem feasible about a week 
later.

"It was no particular issue," he said. "We 
had a sense the negotiations with the Conserva-
tives wasn't going forward so they wanted to 
talk to us."

Eirik Berger, the top-ranked Liberal Party 
candidate, said his party sought the mayor's 
chair in return for their support, but it ultimate-
ly became clear neither the Labor nor Conser-
vative party would grant that concession.

"Eventually we realized they would talk to 
each other because they said they would," he 
said.

On Sunday evening, the Liberals contacted 
the Labor Party, stating they would accept a 
deputy mayor appointment, but "we had a list 
of demands," Berger said.

He said Labor agreed to all of them, in-
cluding giving the Liberal Party two seats on 
the Administration Committee (instead of the 
one they would have gotten according to the 
election results), which is largely responsible 
for shaping and determining which issues go to 
the full council. Also, the Green Party was giv-
en a seat on the committee in exchange for their 
joining the majority, even though they would 
have been shut out if the election results were 
the benchmark.

"It's not charity," Berger said. "We don't 
want them to be Green dogs barking from the 
outside. We want them have responsibilities 
and be part of the process."

Espen Rotevatn, leader of the Green Party 
and one of two candidates from the party elect-
ed to the council, said they joined the majority 
because of the committee seat, but said that 
won't affect their intent to call out the council 
on issues when merited.

"We have no commitments when it comes 
to those votes," he said. "We can yell when we 
want to."

Some media reports stated the Conserva-
tives were willing to appoint a Liberal party 
member as Longyearbyen's next mayor in ex-
change for their support – a possibility Liberal 
Party members didn't publicly reject during the 
negotiations. But the Conservatives, in a post 
Tuesday on their Facebook page, denied agree-
ing to such a concession.

"From the Conservatives' side, there has 
not been a desire to meet Liberal demand for 
leadership of the local government, as we con-
sider it reasonable that position will accrue to 
the largest party in the coalition," the post 
noted. "However, in talks ushered by the Con-
servatives with the Liberals there was a provi-
sion the Liberals could get the deputy mayor po-
sition and the head of the control committee."

"It also emerged during the talks that there 
was great political agreement between Svalbard 
Liberals and Conservatives. We therefore con-
sider it very surprising the Liberals choose to 
forfeit a historic opportunity to get a bourgeois-
composed local council by accepting an, at best, 
identical offer from the Svalbard Labor Party."

The Conservatives argued the election 
"clearly signaled a desire in the population for a 
shift in Longyearbyen," but Olsen noted Labor 
still got the most votes of all the parties. The 
Labor Party got 347 votes, Conservatives 299, 
Liberals 212 and the Green Party 136.

Berger is the city's new deputy mayor and 
the job will become a half-time salaried posi-
tion rather than a 10 percent of full-time posi-
tion  – a difference of a few hundred thousand 
kroner.

Olsen acknowledged some might interpret 
that as a money-for-support deal, but making 
the deputy mayor's job half-time has been dis-
cussed for the past two years and there is suffi-
cient money in the budget for the raise.

"I see the problem because it will be more 
expensive to run the government," Berger said. 
"We have to prove that it's worth it."

dd
Eirik Berger
"We pushed in both 

directions for almost 
three weeks," he said. 
"Our trump card was the 
leader (position."

sunday-called Labr 
to agree to dep mayor, 
"but then we had a list of 
demands," They agreed 
and reached a deal about 
8 p.m. Sunday.

two people on the 
Administration Commit-
tee and one for Green 
Party.

"When we started, 
Labor was much more 
open," he said. During 
the campaign we though 
the Consevative and Lib-
eral parties would be nat-
urally cooperative."

"I see the problem 
because it will be more 
expensive to run the gov-
ernment," he said. "We 
have to prove that it's 
worth it."

Olsen said media 
speculation the Conserva-
tive/Liberal alliance was 
a done deal may have af-
fected the thinking of 
some during negotiations.

"We had some good 
negotiations four the past 
three weeks and and a 
good tone," he said. "A 
lot of people have asked 
me what we have given. I 
don't think we have given 
up anything. What we 
have gotten is a good 
platform…it's not fin-
ished yet. I think what we 
have sounds very good 
and we have a lot of 
things we agree about."
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Oct. 30
6 p.m.-midnight: Halloween party for 
youths. Grades 5-7 from 6-8 p.m.; grade 
8 from 8:30-11 p.m.; grades 9 and up 
from 8:30 p.m.-midnight. Longyearbyen 
Youth Club.
Oct. 31
2 and 3:30 p.m.: Sirkus Svalnardo 
performs "Alice in Wonderland," 
Kulthurhuset.
Nov. 1
5 p.m.: Movie: "Hotel Transylvania 2," 
U.S. animated/comedy, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Spectre," U.S./British 
action, no age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 4
5 p.m.: Movie: "Hotel Transylvania 2." 
Kulturhuset.
Nov. 5:
7 p.m.: Movie: "Back to the Future," 
initial screening of old movies by the 
Longyearbyen Film Club. Membership 
passes are 100 kr. per semester and 
screenings are 30 kr. each. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 6
7 p.m.: Concert film: "The Wall" by 
Roger Waters. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 7
11:30-5 p.m.: Sports exchange w/ 
Barentsburg. Svalbardhallen.
All-day movie marathon at Kulturhuset. 
Screenings include: Midnight: "The 
Visit," U.S. thriller/horror, ages 15 and 
up; 11 a.m.: "Song of the Sea," Irish 
animated children's film dubbed in 
Norwegian, ages 6 and up; 1 p.m.: 
"Drømmen om MGP Jr.," Danish family 
film, all ages; 3 p.m.: "Jem and the 
Holograms," U.S. fantasy/musical, all 
ages; 5:15 p.m.: "Kloven Forever," 
Danish comedy, ages 12 and up; 7:15 
p.m.: "Elser – 13 Minutes After Hitler," 
German drama/crime, ages 12 and up; 
9:15 p.m.: "Villmar 2," Norwegian 
action/horror, ages 15 and up.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Russia thwarts Antarctic ocean sanctuary
● Mideast too hot for humans by 2100?
● China plans regular shipping thru Arctic
● Greenland wants to join UEFA, FIFA

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Repressing the press

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

An attempt to impose what some saw as 
Russian-like censorship on an online newspaper 
covering Svalbard and the surrounding Arctic 
regions has resulted in the entire editorial staff 
quitting and the newspaper halting publication.

BarentsObserver, published in English and 
Russian for the past 13 years, has been in 
turmoil since May when the Norwegian Barents 
Secretariat, consisting of government officials 
in Norway’s three northernmost counties, voted 
to strip the newspaper of its right to publish 
without censorship. The owners then fired 

longtime editor Thomas Nilsen in September, 
but rescinded the decision earlier this month.

A notice posted this week at the 
newspaper's website announced it will no 
longer be updated.

"Following a conflict between the editorial 
staff of BarentsObserver and the owners of the 
Norwegian Barents Secretariat, the reporters of 
the BarentsObserver have chosen to resign 
from their positions," the notice states. "All 
articles on BarentsObserver are now closed for 
comments."

The owners' actions have been denounced 
by nearly every major Norwegian media 
organization and ridiculed by Russian media, 
noting the irony of Norway's accusations of 
censorship occurring there.

BarentsObserver, which ceased publication this week after 13 years of covering Svalbard and other 
Arctic regions, was embroiled in a censorship dispute involving the owners and editorial staff.

COURTESY OF BARENTSOBSERVER

BarentsObserver staff quits, 
newspaper ceases publication 
due to conflict with owners


