
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Maybe it was the common practice of 
ousting the ruling party during a crisis. Maybe 
it was the pledge to seek more help from the 
national government to retain existing jobs. 
Maybe they were driven to vote at the last 
minute by a poll showing them losing badly. 
Maybe it was an appeal to the large – and 
largely ignored – bloc of non-Norwegian voters.

Or maybe (you saw this coming) it was 
some combination of them.

Whatever the motivations, Longyearbyen 
stands a strong chance of being governed by a 
far different group of leaders as it faces 
perhaps its most serious crisis ever, with the 
Conservative Party gaining two seats and the 
ruling Labor Party losing two seats in the 
Longyearbyen Community Council election.

That gives both parties five out of the 
council's 15 seats, meaning the Liberal Party – 
which won three seats in its first time on the 
local ballot – will be the kingmaker in forming 
a new majority coalition. The initial 
assumption among many politicians and the 
media was the Liberals would align with the 
Conservatives, as they do at the national level, 
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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also had trouble with weapon
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Weather summary
Partly cloudy and gradual warming 
through the weekend; periods of rain 
and snow early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See BUDGET, page 8

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Press pinheads Dancing with the stars Slick operator Gimme your money
Oil folks: We're 
not here for for 
your oil
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Or you could sit 
inside and 
watch 'Idol'
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Guess who 
really lost the 
election? 
icepeople.net

Or just watch 
'Hamlet' free 
on YouTube
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See COUNCIL, page 6

Local Conservative Party 
members, above, track and 

discuss the vote count for 
the Longyearbyen 

Community Council election 
at Kroa after the polls close 

Monday night. At right, 
Øyvind Snibsøer of the 

Labor Party, foreground at 
left, sits with members of the 
Green Party at Kroa as they 
track the results.  Photos by 
Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees
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Svalbard gets 15M for new dock, 
18M to keep Polarsyssel in 
service longer in proposed draft

Conservatives gain two local 
council seats, Labor loses two; 
Liberal trio will decide majority

The Polarsyssel is taking on more duties each 
year that it can handle in six months, according 
to the Norwegian government.

SYSSELMANNEN

Shipshape: 8% more in '16 budget 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

With Longyearbyen looking to the 
national government to stay afloat, next year's 
proposed budget for Norway does just that – if 
in a very limited and specific way.

An allocation of 18 million kroner to allow 
the governor's new Polarsyssel service vessel 
operating for nine months during the year 
instead of the usual six months is among the 
most notable provisions of the 451 million 
kroner in total proposed spending for the 
archipelago. The total is 33 million korner, or 
about eight percent, higher than 2015.

Other notable items include 10 million 
kroner for ongoing upgrades to the coal-fired 

Full election coverage and analysis: Pages 4-6



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
Mark Sabbatini

Principal of principles
Kristan Hutchison
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Irene Gallion
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Jeff Newsom
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Icepeople
Vei 210 -2- 13
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marksabbatini@yahoo.com
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We're not sure how the percentage of resi-
dents owning guns in Svalbard compares to 
mainland communities, but we're assuming it's 
pretty high given the polar bear protection 
thing. But thanks to another of our unique laws 
it turns out Svalbard has by far the fewest 
dead people owning guns in Norway, accord-
ing to Rogalands Avis. About 38,000 dead peo-
ple own about 70,000 guns in Norway, which is 
a big problem because heirs are not required to 
report the weapons, according to police offi-
cials interviewed by the newspaper. But while 
the Hedmark district represents the biggest 
zombie apocalypse threat with 5,885 dead peo-
ple owning weapons, Svalbard (despite the ru-
mors of zombies living in the seed vault) can 

probably ward off the invasion since only 10 
own weapons … And speaking of the Dooms-
day Vault, it turns out our famous and possi-
bly sinister facility may be lacking in its 
claim of being the world's top seed preserva-
tion spot. That's because of a two-room vault 
at 5,500 meters above sea level at the Chang 
La pass in Ladakh, India. An article at the web-
site catchnews.com (tinyurl.com/nqcm5zv) 
notes the vault contains more than 5,000 sam-
ples of about 200 plant species (far fewer than 
ours), primarily focusing on Indian crops but 
(like ours) it also accepts "deposits" from other 
governments. The big problem is weather – 
tons of snow make it inaccessible in winter and 
the summer heat requires an intensive artificial 
cooling process. Mainland town claims to be top 

per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

To fee or not to fee

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICE

A concert paying tribute to Swedish jazz legends is broadcast live Wednesday at Kulturhuset. The 
free screening was the first in Longyearbyen using a streaming service that regularly shows 
various high-art performances. The first test of whether Longyearbyen residents will be willing to 
pay a premium prices (more than double that of a first-run movie) will be Oct. 15 when a 
broadcast of "Hamlet" by the National Theatre in London will cost 220 kroner (165 kr. for students).

SYSSELMANNEN

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

With 347 votes for the Labor Party, it is 
appropriate to send a big thank you to everyone 
who voted for us. We are still the largest party 
and this is a result that overall the Labor Party  
and the candidates chosen can be happy with 
for a time with an entirely new political 
landscape. I am also very proud that Labor has 
two of the five female representatives on the 

council (of a total of 15 members). Finally I 
promise on behalf of the whole Labor group to 
work hard to get results for every single voice. 
We will continue to work toward reducing 
social inequalities and a better city for 
everyone. Jobs for everyone is still the target.

Arild Olsen
Labor Party lead candidate

Letter to the editor
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. NW winds to 25 km/h. 
High 3C (-1C wind chill), low 
0C (-4C wind chill).

Sunrise 7:23a; sunset 6:09p

Thursday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 25 
km/h. High -0C (-4C wind 
chill), low -3C (-8C wind chill).

Sunrise 7:30a; sunset 6:01p

Saturday
Cloudy. N winds to 45 km/h. 
High 5C (1C wind chill), low 
2C (-2C wind chill).

Sunrise 7:45a; sunset 5:45p

Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 3C (-3C), -4C (-9C), light 9:45h; Monday, p. cloudy, -5C (-10C), -10C (-15C), light 9:29h; 
Tuesday, rain/snow, 1C (-4C), -7C (-12C), light 9:14h; Wednesday, rain/snow, 3C (-2C), 0C (-4C), light 8:58h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 22 
km/h. High 2C (-2C wind chill), 
low -2C (-6C wind chill).

Sunrise 7:37a; sunset 5:53p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Visitors facing charges for
illegal fire at Grumantbyen

At least two people who lit a bonfire in 
the abandoned Russian mining settlement of 
Grumantbyen are facing charges for violating 
the Svalbard Environmental Protection Act, 
according to The Governor of Svalbard. The 
crew of the Langøysund alerted the governor's 
office about the fire at about 6 p.m. Saturday. 
"We went out with two men in guard boat and 
they were instructed to extinguish the fire," 
said Police Chief Lt. Vidar Arnesen, adding 
the suspects are not local residents. The envi-
ronmental protection act prohibits fires within 
a protection zone of 100 meters around monu-
ments. A bonfire at a cultural heritage site in  
Colesbukta smoldered for weeks, forcing offi-
cials to visit the site multiple times to extin-
guish it. 

Reindeer killed by woman 
after her dog attacks it  

A reindeer had to be killed Sunday morn-
ing after it was attacked and injured by a dog 
at Tenoren in Adventdalen, according to The 
Governor of Svalbard. "The dog broke away 
from the woman looking after it, ran after the 
reindeer and and bit it in the hindquarters," 
said Police Chief Lt. Christian Svarstad. 
Woman reported the incident to the governor's 
office and was told to kill the reindeer with 
the rifle she was carrying for polar bear pro-
tection. "The reindeer was so injured that she 
was told to kill it on the spot, which she did," 
said Svarstad, adding officials will investigate 
the circumstances of the incident. "Based on 
the described damage there was nothing to 
wonder about. It was best to let the animal not 
suffer."

Svalbardposten reports 296M 
kroner before-tax loss in 2014
Svalbardposten suffered a before-tax loss 

of  296,000 million in 2014 due primarily to  
increased costs related to printing and distri-
bution, plus lower advertising revenues. The 
loss is less severe than in 2013, when the 
deficit was 538,000 kroner. The newspaper re-
ceives a state subsidy in line with mainland 
newspapers of similar size, but does not get a 
subsidy for distribution as in Finnmark.

Test drilling conducted this fall near Kvitøya, at the upper right corner of the map, was outside 
Svalbard's 200-mile protection zone, according to the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate.

Crude arguments
Petroleum Directorate does test 
drilling in Svalbard, says it's not 
related to oil and gas activity

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The oil industry is suffering a worse crisis 
than coal and it's recent ventures in the Arctic 
haven't exactly been entirely successful or 
popular. But the Norwegian Petroleum 
Directorate for the second straight year has 
conducted conducted controversial exploration 
activities in Svalbard exposing – if nothing else 
– an erupting rift between Parliament members.

Seven test drillings extending 200 meters 
below the seafloor were made in September 
and October near Kvitøya, an island in the 
northeast part of Svalbard, according to TV2. 
The drilling sites were outside the archipelago's 
protection zone.

Officials with the NPD told the television 
station the work was not petroleum related, but 
rather a survey of the geologic structure.

The agency made similar claims last year 
after news reports surfaced about a two-month 
seismic research project in the northern Barents 
Sea, including a significant area in Svalbard.  

The project was halted days later with only half 
of the scheduled work completed, although the 
agency denied the media coverage had anything 
to do with the decision.

Parliament approved the funding for this 
year's test drilling and the Conservative-led 
government is proposing another 173 million 
kroner for similar research in next year's 
proposed budget.

Dissenting parties said they believe the 
projects are primarily intended to search for oil 
in gas in areas where drilling should not – and 
in some cases cannot by law – occur.

"These are areas where they would not be 
running oil operations, so this test drilling is a 
waste of money," Ola Elvestuen, the deputy 
leader of the Liberal Party, told TV2.

The Green Party joined the Liberals in a 
joint declaration stating oil-related activities 
should not occur north of the sea ice edge.

"The Norwegian Petroleum Directorate 
hums on, at the behest of the parliamentary 
majority, without considering that these areas 
should not be a venue for the oil industry," said 
Rasmus Hansson, the Green Party's lone 
representative in Parliament.

OONA RÄISÄNEN / MYSID
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Not all in a party mood 
Many voters oppose a dominant 
majority, support individuals 
rather than the party rankings

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Roger Ødegård, center, the city's cultural advisor, explains the ballot for the Longyearbyen Community Council to a voter Monday at Kulturhuset.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For Turid Telebond, a Longyearbyen 
resident for the past 40 years, it was inevitable 
this would be an election of change. But she 
faced a dilemma where none of the likely 
outcomes were entirely satisfying.

Telebond, while not specifying her choice, 
said she voted for a new party in this election 
because two of the four parties – the Liberals 
and Greens – were appearing on it for the first 
time (while the Non-Partisan and Konsek-
venslista parties were dropped).

"This year it was very tricky because all of 
the number ones of the parties, except for the 
Labor Party, they are not familiar with the local 
council," she said, noting she feels experience 
is important with the crisis the city is facing.

At the same time, a pre-election poll 
showing Labor was set to win a dominant nine 
seats of the 15 on the Longyearbyen 
Community Council wasn't what Telebond 
wanted either.

"I'd prefer it if none of the parties get a 
majority because that means they need to 
cooperate," she said. "But I think if one party 
gets a majority they will cooperate because the 
situation in Longyearbyen is so serious."

Ultimately, Telebond, said, her choice 
came down to "the party that I think will do the 
best work in terms of having to do with the 
commercial side of Longyearbyen and getting 
new people in Longyearbyen."

Labor ended up faring worse than 
expected, winning only five seats compared to 
seven during the previous election in 2011. The 
Conservatives also won five seats (a gain of 
two), the Liberal Party won three and the Green 
Party two.

A total of 1,003 votes were cast in the 
election, with the 61 percent turnout rate 
exceeding the 56.6 percent turnout in 2011.

But many, like Telebond, found themselves 
somewhat at odds with the default choices on 
the ballot. Many said they voted for individual 
candidates they supported rather than for 
candidates as ranked in a straight party line.

Magnus Lustig, a kindergarten teacher who 
has lived in Longyearbyen for the past four 
years, said he normally aligns with the  
equivalent of Labor Party in his homeland of 

Sweden, but voted for Green Party candidates 
in the local council election because of 
concerns similar to Telebond's.

"I think it's important in the debate about 
the politics and I don't want one party to get the 
main majority," Lustig said. "I think it's 
important they talk to the others."

Rune Vidvei, a snowmobile mechanic who 
has lived in Longyearbyen since 2012, said 
while he feels optimistic about Longyearbyen's 
future, his vote was influenced in part by a 
desire to see coal mining continue in 
Longyearbyen. In addition, he'd like to see the 
next council address cost-of-living issues.

"It would be nice if rental prices were 
better because they are very high," he said.

Rent rates were also a concern for Aud 
Andersen, a Basecamp Spitsbergen employee 
who has lived in Longyearbyen for 16 years. 
He said he voted for Green Party candidates 
because ""I think they're an important voice in 
the community" and, like some other voters, 
said wanted an expected Labor Party majority 
to be challenged.

"I haven't been a very active member of 
other parties in the past," he said.

 he said. Labor I think they will be in 
the majority, but I think they need to be 
challenged."

big issues-society, housing rents rates

Rune Vidvei
still wants to see mining continue 

here
"It would be nice if rental prices were 

better because they are very high," he 
said.

feels OK about future

snowmobile mechanic, in Lby since 
2012

Marcos Porcires, UNIS technician, 
ttotal 3 yrs Lby

Green

"something other than the usual ones"

did vote for a new party bec of the 
change of parties on the ballot

In this election, everyone was king for a momentELECTION, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The Labor Party seemed a sure bet before 
Election Day, thanks to a Svalbardposten poll 
showing them winning 56.5 percent of the vote, 
compared to only 21 percent favoring the 
second-place Conservatives.

But when the actual counting started, the 

votes cast before Election Day, strangely 
enough, made a winner out of the party 
finishing last. The Green Party would get only 
one council seat based on the votes, but they 
could play the role of kingmaker by offering it 
to the highest bidder since Labor and a 
Conservative/Liberal  coalition would both 
have seven of the 15 seats.

Then came the final results (sort of, as a 
complete recount happened after midnight due 
to confusing about votes for individual 
candidates). This time the Liberals – dead last 
in the poll – were the winners as their three 
seats made them the new kingmakers.
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EXCAVATE from page 1

Left behind? Hardly

Liberal Party members 
check for updates in the 

vote count Monday night 
at Kroa. The party, 
which finished last 

among the four parties 
on the ballot in a pre-

election survey, made a 
strong showing by 

winning three of the 15 
seats on the 

Longyearbyen 
Community Council. 

That gives the party the 
role of kingmaker in 

terms of which party – 
Conservative or Labor – 

is the ruling bloc. Most 
locals are predicting a 

coalition with the 
Conservative Party, 

which is willing to allow 
a Liberal Party member 

to be the city's next 
mayor. 

Analysis: How is it possible for 
Liberals and Conservatives to 
join? Here they're not opposites

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For those not familiar with Norway’s 
political parties and the unusual “private 
sector” economy in Longyearbyen, it might 
seem inconceivable the Liberal Party would 
join the Conservative Party (rather than the left-
leaning Labor Party) to form a new ruling 
coalition on the Longyearbyen Community 
Council.

Especially, since as will be explained 
shortly, the Conservatives and Liberals (or 
Right and Left parties, if literally translated) 
differ fundamentally on perhaps the most 
important issue of all for at least the short-term, 
if not their entire four years in office.

Norway’s Liberal party is primarily 
associated with social liberalism, which shares 
the Conservatives’ endorsement of a market 
economy while taking a more centrist approach 
to social policy by favoring both an expansion 
of individual rights while still favoring a strong 
government role in issues such as poverty and 
health care. The national government’s current 
Conservative-led ruling coalition includes the 
Liberal Party, as well as the Progress Party and 
Christian Democratic Party.

With the economy the dominant issue in 
Longyearbyen, the similar free-market 
platforms of the Conservative and Labor parties 
would suggest they’d be suitable allies since, 
among other things, both favor an aggressive 
attempt toward luring and retaining businesses. 
But their biggest disagreement, about the future 
of Store Norske, actually flip-flips the concepts 
of what many consider conservative and liberal 
policies.

The local Conservative Party wants the 

government to provide funding to continue all 
current coal mining operations, even at a heavy 
loss, until the city has time to make a gradual 
transition industries, an approach some might 
compare to socialism. The Liberal Party, on the 
other hand, favors keeping open only those 
operations that can operate profitably without 
further assistance from the government.

Obviously that will be a primary topic of 
discussion as members of the two parties are 
expected to meet the day after the election. 
Another may be a question of titles – while it 
might be assumed top-ranked Conservative 
Party candidate Torgeir Prytz will become 
Longyearbyen’s next mayor, he and others said 
after the votes were counted it remains 
unknown who will get that title. Liberal Party 
members have already stated getting one of 
their own named deputy mayor is a minimum 
requirement, suggesting additional concessions 
of more significance will also be necessary.

(Since this newspaper has already engaged 
in one absurd “longshot” prediction – the Green 
Party would win five votes; they actually won 
two – here’s another as the soon-to-be council 
members meet behind c losed doors : 
Longyearbyen’s next mayor will be either Leif 
Terje Aunevik or Kristin Furu Grøtting from 
the Liberal Party. Both of them – especially 
Aunevik – received by far the most of what 
might be called “personal” votes in their party, 
which allows candidates to be chosen and 
elected in an order other than their place/
ranking on the ballot. Late-breaking addition: 
NRK reports the Liberals want top-ranked 
candidate Eirik Berger to be mayor.)

Store Norske, for those unfamiliar with its 
ownership history and recent developments, has 
long been almost entirely (more than 99 
percent) owned by the national government, 
and a condition of a $500 million kroner bailout 
package approved by Parliament was the 
government would acquire all outstanding 

private shares as well as all of the Store 
Norske’s property and infrastructure. So the 
bailout – and any further assistance – is 
arguably the government investing in its own 
assets in the hope they somehow become 
profitable again, either with a recovery in coal 
prices or finding new life in research and other 
industries.

One area of agreement among all of the 
parties on this year’s ballot was the government 
should go even further in its ownership of local 
assets by taking over the city’s infrastructure – 
and perhaps giving Store Norske a new role as 
the manager of those facilities. Which means 
that while Longyearbyen will now have 
conservative leadership after a Labor’s long 
reign, smaller government isn’t part of the 
macro picture. Instead, both the local 
Conservative and Left parties are hoping to 
scale back the number and complexity of 
regulations affecting businesses here.

One example cited by Prytz during the 
campaign was need for tour boats to submit trip 
plans three months in advance, a difficulty 
since passenger loads and weather conditions 
are often impossible to know that far ahead of 
time. He said shortening that period to as little 
as a week would be a significant incentive for 
an industry the city is basing much of its future 
economic hopes on.

Similarly, Berger said the tourism industry 
should be allowed to operate more on a “trust-
based” relationship with the government than 
existing regulations allow.

A wild card – in an election full of them – 
would be if the Labor Party is cooking up some 
kind of secret plan to win over the Liberals, but 
the possibility seems unlikely as top-ranked 
Liberal candidate Arild Olsen issued the rather 
fatalistic declaration that “we will be the 
majority in four years."

” essentially conceding his party won’t be 
during the interim.
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Liberals are 'the deciders'
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

COUNCIL, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Svalbardposten reporters Geir Barstein and Christopher Engås, left, keep local politicians and residents updated on the results of the Longyearbyen 
Community Council election at Kroa on Monday night. At right, candidates from the Labor, Green and Liberal parties discuss the lengthy campaign.

but talks with both the Conservative and Labor 
parties are now expected to continue until at 
least late this week.

"We have asked them both the same 
questions," said Kristin Furu Grøtting, one of 
the three Liberal Party members who will be on 
the council. 

 The Conservative Party is willing to 
appo in t a L ibe ra l Pa r ty member a s 
Longyearbyen's mayor and head of the council, 
according to NRK. The network also reported 
the Labor Party is resisting such a concession 
because their party, despite losing seats, got the 
most votes.

The Labor Party got 347 votes, Conserva-
tives got 299, the Liberal Party 299 and the 
Green Party – also on the ballot for the first 
time – got 136. 

A poll conducted by Svalbardposten in late 
September showed Labor winning nine seats 
with 56.5 percent of the vote, the Conservatives 

three seats with 21 percent, the Greens two 
with 13 percent of the vote and Liberals one 
seat with 9.7 percent. Many voters interviewed 
on Election Day said that while they expected 
Labor to win a majority, they didn't like the 
idea of one party being dominant.

Another factor that may have swing votes 
in the Conservative Party's favor was an 
outreach to the Thai community, by far the 
largest group of non-Norwegian residents who 
are rapidly representing an increasing 
percentage of the Norwegian settlements in 
Svalbard. A report by Statistics Norway in mid-
September showed 25 percent of the 2,200 
residents are foreigners and they represented 45 
percent of all newcomers during the first half of 
this year.

The Conservative's fourth-ranked member, 
Khanittha Sinpru, will become the council's 
first Thai member, and the party reached out to 
the group during the election by meeting with 
them and including a pledge in its platform to 

pursue Norwegian citizenship rights for some 
foreigners living exclusively in Svalbard.

Arild Olsen, the top-ranked Labor Party 
candidate, said he’s surprised by the results and 
isn’t quite sure how a different majority might 
affect the council’s decisions as it grapples with 
the ongoing economic crisis.

“To be honest I’m not quite sure because I 
haven ’ t f i gu red ou t wh ich way the 
Conservatives or Liberals are going,” he said, 
adding he feels many of their proposed 
“solutions” are things Labor was already 
addressing.

Early returns showed the Green Party might 
play the role of kingmaker despite winning 
only one seat, since Labor and a Conservative/
Liberal bloc would have seven seats apiece. But 
Helga Kristiansen, the top-ranked Green Party 
candidate, said she prefers winning two seats, 
even if it means less influence.

“It might put us in a position where we 
might have to swallow a lot of camels,” she 
said.

The following are the members of the next 
Longyearbyen Community Council (the ballot 
rankings of candidates elected to different spots 
are noted in parenthesis):
Conservative Party:

1. Torgeir Prytz
2. Kjetil Figenschou
3. Stein-Ove Skilbrei Johannessen
4. Khanittha Sinpru
5. Geir Hekne (eighth on ballot)

Labor Party:
1. Arild Olsen
2. Elise Stømseng
3. Øyvind Snibsøer
4. Bente Næverdal
5. Odd Gunnar Brøto Braathen

Liberal Party:
1. Eirik Berger
2. Leif Terje Aunevik (eighth on ballot)
3. Kristin Furu Grøtting (fourth on ballot)

Green Party:
1. Helga Bårdsdatter Kristiansen
2. Espen Klungseth Rotevatn (third on 

ballot)
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   



Page 8 October 6, 2015

Oct. 8
6 p.m.: Movie: "Everest" (3D), U.S. 
drama, ages 9 and up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 10
10 a.m.-6 p.m.: Flea market and Thai 
food sale to raise money for annual NRK 
telethon. UNIS.
Oct. 11
11 a.m.: Family Mass w/ performance by 
Polargospel. Svalbard Church.
11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Flea market to raise 
money for annual NRK telethon. UNIS.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Pan," U.S. adventure 
dubbed in Norwegian, ages 9 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Martian," U.S. 
drama, ages 9 and up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 12
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Oct. 13
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
7:30 p.m.: Longyearbyen Photo Club 
members' meeting. Arts and crafts 
center at Galleri Svalbard.
Oct. 14
12:30 p.m.: Lecture: "Transitioning From 
Coal – An Invitation to Use Svea as a 
Base For Research and Academic Work" 
by Aleksander Askeland of Store Norske. 
UNIS.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Maze Runner: The 
Scorch Trials," U.S. action/adventure, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 15
8 p.m.: Live broadcast: "Hamlet," by the  
National Theatre in London. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 16
5 p.m.: LybLan, network gaming 
tournament for youths. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 18
11 a.m.: Mass by Bishop Emeritus Per 
Oskar Kjølaas. Svalbard Church.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Moscow aims at rule over Arctic media
● How U.S., Russia prepare for Arctic war
● Antarctic postmasters train in extremes 
● Greenland's butterflies are shrinking

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

…chances are you missed a solar storm resulting in Northern Lights seen only one or twice a 
year in the far north, said Fred Sigernes, optics and atmospheric research chief of the Kjell 
Henriksen Observatory, in an interview with NRK. But check KHO's forecast at kho.unis.no anyhow.

More money, but not enough?

AlF RAYMOND OLSEN

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

BUDGET, from page 1
power plant, 10 million to maintain 
government housing as part an effort to boost 
employment and 15 million for planning work 
on a new harbor in Longyearbyen.

The latter is the most significant – and for 
some, disappointing – allocation for 
Longyearbyen leaders hoping to diversity the 
city's economic base as Store Norske prepares 
to downsize most of its workers due to a 
collapse in coal prices that has no end in sight.

"The state budget as presented and seen 
from the top of the world is a real 
disappointment," wrote Longyearbyen Mayor 
Christin Kristoffersen, who is departing office 
this month after making the harbor a priority 
project during her past term, on her Facebook 
page. "That there are no funds for develop-
ment/restructuring seems to me just sad."

Øyvind Korsberg, a Progess Party member 
who is the first vice-president of Parliament, 
stated in a response to Kristoffersen that the 
government approved a 500-million-kroner 

assistance package for Store Norske earlier this 
year (the mayor subsequently noted the money 
is a combination of loans and acquiring the 
company's property). He noted the oil industry 
and other mining towns are also struggling.

The power plant funding is to meet 
emis s ions and o the r s t a t e -manda ted 
requirements in anticipation of keeping the 
plant in operation for another 20 to 25 years. 
The government is paying two-thirds of the 
total cost and the city the remainder.

The increase in Polarsyssel funding is "in 
response to the increased activity in the fishing 
industry, and in the cruise and tour boat 
industry – both in the area and for larger parts 
of the year," according to the itemized budget. 
Combined with rescue and other operations, the 
document states it's no longer possible for the 
ship to perform other duties such as cultural 
heritage and environmental surveys without 
extending its service season.

If you were inside watching TV this week…


