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Weather summary
Mostly cloudy and breezy with 
moderate temperatures this week; 
rain early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See DOUBTERS, page 5

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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A Green light for refugees
NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Norwegian Minister of Trade and Industry Monica Mæland, center, visits Store Norske's mines during 
one of multiple visits during the past year to discuss the company's financial crisis and future.

"Victims" of a simulated cruise ship explosion 
last November rest in the gym at Svalbardhallen, 
the designated shelter for such a scenario. 
Adequate housing is among the main practical 
questions about sending refugees to Svalbard.

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees

Page 3
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Locals seem willing to accept them. Two 
totally opposite political parties are suggesting 
sending them here (although the motives of one 
are questionable). But despite much of Europe 
increasingly slamming the door on the deluge 
of refugees fleeing Syria, housing them in Sval-
bard would be a nearly unworkable logical, le-
gal and social challenge.

"I would definitely help them," said 
Mouawia Lababidi, a Syrian who moved to 

Longyearbyen in 2010, a year before the civil 
war now raging in his homeland began. But 
"my personal opinion is this is not a good idea. 
This is a harsh climate."

Norway's Green Party is asking The Gov-
ernor of Svalbard to determine the legality of 
sending refugees to the archipelago, arguing it 
would be beneficial to both the Syrians and lo-
cal residents who are both in a time of crisis.

"A reception center would of course create 

Skeptics question Store Norske's hiring leaders without mining experience, request for additional funds

SYSSELMANNEN

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Why should Store Norske get any more 
taxpayer money? Coal mining is a dirty busi-
ness and its leaders are doing a lousy job man-
aging it.

The company likely won't have to answer 
those accusations to get the nearly 300 million 
kroner it is seeking to keep at least the hope of 
making mining a significant industry again 
someday in Longyearbyen alive, since the peo-
ple making the decision are generally far less 
cynical. The Norwegian government, which 
owns the coal company, has strategic as well as 
economic interests in ensuring a strong national 
presence in the archipelago.

But the criticisms show plenty of outsiders 
are far from sympathetic to perhaps the town's 
biggest-ever crisis, especially at a time when 
much of the country is dealing with the bigger 
overall problem of collapsing oil prices.

Among the harshest critics is Hanne 
Markussen Eek, former chairwoman of the 

Party joins political opposites in 
proposing sending Syrians to 
Svalbard despite practical issues
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Remember this photo of a starving polar 
bear we published nearly a month ago, in large 
part because some skeptics thought it was a 
Photoshopped fake designed to win converts to 
the climate change crowd? Well, there's not 
much doubt the photo is real, but the hype 
that's exploded during the past week or so 
making the poor creature the poster child of 
the "new normal" for bears in our warming 
world is a much, more crazier fiction. Make 
no mistake – polar bears are seeing the sea ice 
they traditionally feed on vanishing fast, forc-
ing them to hunt in new places for new types of 
prey – but researchers monitoring the animals 
in Svalbard say they are still generally in good 
health. Plenty of well-fed bears were found dur-
ing the past year in particular since there was 
more sea ice than in recent years. Old and sick 
bears like the one in the picture have existed as 
long as the species has. But Kerstin Langen-
berger – who to her credit did offer a thoughtful 
rebuttal to those findings when she originally 
posted the photo – is now embracing the bold 
"bears are doomed" headlines because, well, 
apparently fiction is OK to tell what she sees as 
a larger truth. "Maybe I cannot prove that this 
individual polar bear had starved because of 

climate change: but it surely gave a face to 
those many animals that die directly or indirect-
ly because of climate change," she wrote in a 
column for International Business Times 
(tinyurl.com/q7c6neh). "This image is so pow-
erful: it sums up what is happening in the Arc-
tic." That's one way of ending the argument 
about whether it's Photoshopped, we suppose 
… Meanwhile, for those interested in seeing a 
local circus of an entirely different nature, the 
kids of the nouveau Sirkus Svalnardo en-
semble got themselves onto network televi-
sion this week as part of a  national talent com-
petition. The video of their performance is 
available at http://www.tv2.no/v/960619.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Life's miserable enough without being 
tabloid fodder: This bear's a bit too old and sick 
to be an activist for a climate change campaign.

OK, who thinks their eclipse photo is better?

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

KERSTIN LANGENBERGER

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICE

LUC JAMET
This photo of the March 20, 2015, total solar eclipse, shot from a ridge 100 meters above 
Sassendalen, was named the winner of this year's Insight Astronomy Photographer of the Year 
this week. Luc Jamet of France beat more than 1,000 amateur and professional photographers to 
win the £2,500 prize. He took the photo 16 seconds after the total eclipse started, with Venus visible 
as a bright spot in the upper left corner. The photo and other winners are at tinyurl.com/ngjg8fp.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. N winds to 29 
km/h. High 6C (3C wind chill), 
low 1C (-3C wind chill).

Sunrise 5:42a; sunset 7:59p

Thursday
Partly cloudy. N winds to 29 
km/h. High 5C (1C wind chill), 
low 3C (-1C wind chill).

Sunrise 5:49a; sunset 7:51p

Saturday
Rain. W winds to 32 km/h. 
High 4C (0C wind chill), low 
2C (-2C wind chill).

Sunrise 6:04a; sunset 7:35p
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 4C (1C), 2C (-2C), light 13:16h; Monday, rain, 4C (0C), 1C (-3C), light 13:01h; Tuesday, rain, 
5C (1C), 4C (0C), light 12:46h; Wednesday, rain, 5C (0C), 1C (-2C), light 12:31h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. NW winds to 22 km/h. 
High 3C (-1C wind chill), low 
3C (0C wind chill).

Sunrise 5:56a; sunset 7:43p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Can mitten tell Andrée's fate?
A mitten discovered this month on Kvi-

tøya by participants of this year's Svalbard 
Cruise may be from the ill-fated 1897 balloon 
expedition by Swedish researcher Salomon 
August Andrée, possibly allowing researchers 
to determine how the three men died on the is-
land. The mitten, at the exact location as the 
explorers' campsite, will be retrieved next 
year for analysis, conditions permitting, said 
Snorre Haukalid, a cultural heritage and 
archeological advisor for The Governor of 
Svalbard. The expedition was attempting to 
reach the North Pole, but the ballon crashed 
after only a few days and the men spent three 
months on ice and land before perishing.

10K reward for into about 
burglary at Better Moments  

A 10,000-kroner reward is being offered 
to anyone providing information leading to 
the recovery of about 50,000 kroner worth of 
equipment stolen from Better Moment's office 
at Sjøområdet. Two laptop computers, several 
wireless keyboard and two GPS units were 
stolen from the tour company last Thursday, 
according to General Manager Niklas Ger-
hardsson. He said the company does have 
backup copies of the data, but the equipment 
was new or nearly new. The Governor of 
Svalbard is also investigating the case. The 
company can be contacted through its website 
at www.bettermoments.no.

Preschool playground again 
closed due to vandalism 

Kullungen kindergarten's playground is 
again is again closed to minors unaccompa-
nied by adults during afternoons and evenings 
due to vandalism to a climbing tower that will 
cost at least 10,000 kroner to repair, according 
to Gunnhild Antonsen, head of the kinder-
garten. "We are witnessing daily the equip-
ment at the nursery being subject to heavy 
use, such as many young people using the 
swings simultaneously," she said. "But this is 
more than hard use. It is malicious 
vandalism." The vandals cracked a large win-
dow officials say present a safety threat. There 
have been several recent vandalism incidents 
at Longyearbyen's kindergartens.

Akiko Kinoshita, above, serves 
Japanese fish soup cooked over 
a campfire during a "Food in the 
Outdoors" fundraiser for Syrian 
refugees Saturday on the beach 
near the Svalbard Sailing Club. At 
left, residents pack the main 
restaurant of the Radisson Blu 
Polar Hotel this week for a buffet, 
lectures, musical performances 
and an auction to raise money for 
the refugees. Photos by Mark 
Sabbatini / Icepeople.

A feast of support
Auction, cookout and 'world's 
most expensive waffles' raise 
300,000 kroner to help refugees 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Perhaps it's a bit contradictory for folks to 
be eating well to show their support for those 
facing dire plights, but they were also willing to 
pay very, very well to provide that help.

A trio of events in Longyearbyen during 
the past week raised about 300,000 kroner for 
the Norwegian Refugee Council's efforts to as-
sist those fleeing the civil war in Syria. Nearly 
all of it, about 289,000 kroner, was from a buf-
fet and auction at the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel 

where Mouawia Lababidi, a Syrian who's been 
living in the Longyearbyen since 2010, present-
ed an overview of the crisis in his homeland.

"I am dumbfounded by what you have 
achieved in such a short time," wrote Linda 
Jeanette Gresslien, an NRC official, in a Face-
book post following the event. "I can promise 
that the money that goes to NRC will be put to 
very good advantage."

About 12,000 kroner was raised during a 
sale of " the world 's most expensive 
waffles" (100 kroner each) at Svalbardbutikken 
and another 3,000 during a "Food in Nature" 
beach party last weekend next to the Svalbard 
Sailing Club.
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Chillin' to slow rock

A researcher 
reaches the peak 

of a mountain in 
northwest Svalbard 

previously 
unvisited by 

humans during a 
study of eight 

summits to see 
how the mountains 

formed. The 
researchers 
studied the 

exposure and 
burial history of 

rocks on the peak 
to determine when 

the mountains 
were formed, 

which they say is 
hundreds of 

thousands of years 
ago rather than the 

10,000 years 
originally thought.

ENDRE FØR GJERMUNDSEN / UNIS

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Ice protects, rather than erodes, 
mountains in northwest Svalbard 
that are much older than thought
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It'd probably be a shock discovering your 
favorite young-looking rock star is actually a 
centenarian, so imagine how these scientists 
felt discovering the stars of the show were at 
least ten times times older than that.

The researchers scaled eight supposedly 
"young and fresh" peaks in northwest Svalbard 
supposedly formed rapidly – geologically 
speaking – by severe erosion from glaciers about 
10,000 years ago. But in a study published this 
month in the journal Nature Geoscience, they 
assert the mountains are actually at least one 
million years ago and the ice frequently pre-
served rather than reshaped the rocks.

"The findings turn upside down the estab-
lished lessons about how the alpine landscape 

formed," said Endre Før Gjermundsen, a geolo-
gist at The University Centre in Svalbard and 
lead author of the study, in a prepared state-
ment.

The general assumption is alpine peaks 
were generally formed from repeated glacia-
tions during the past ice age because "before 
this time, landscapes had much less relief," ac-
cording to the study. But after studying the ex-
posure and burial histories of rock samples on 
Svalbard peaks between 800 and 1,500 meters 
high, it appears that's wildly inaccurate.

"The antiquity of Svalbard’s alpine land-
scape is supported by the preservation of sedi-
ments older than one million years along a fjord 
valley, which suggests that both mountain sum-
mits and low-elevation landscapes experienced 
very low erosion rates over the past million 
years," an abstract of the study notes.

As for the ice age 10,000 years ago, 
"glacial erosion in the Arctic became inefficient 
and confined to ice streams, and high-relief 
alpine landscapes were preserved by minimally 

erosive glacier armor."
Still, that finding isn't a rock-solid assump-

tion for how the entire landscape formed.
"Our research shows that the glacial ero-

sion processes are much more complex than we 
thought," Gjermundsen said. "It seems that the 
glaciers have exhibited a 'bipolar' behavior, 
both as an erosive agent, but also as a conserv-
ing agent; even in alpine areas we thought were 
most prone to erosion."

As moving rivers of ice, glaciers can have 
a "buzz saw" affect in shaping mountains and 
valleys, according to Gjermundsen. The differ-
ence with the mountains studied in Svalbard is 
the drier and colder Arctic climate kept many 
of the glaciers relatively steady.

The age of the rocks was determined by the 
amount of cosmic radiation they contained.  
The radiation initiates a reaction in the rock that 
formed isotopes, which become increasingly 
prevalent over time.

 with. The more isotopes, the 
longer has the stone been exposed to 
straw linga.

Isotope
On the contrary, the previous 

landscape has been preserved explains 
UNIS scientist Endre Før Gjermund-
sen, lead author of the paper. 

Here we determine the exposure 
and burial histories of rock samples 
from eight summits of steep alpine 
peaks in northwestern Svalbard (79.5° 
N) using analyses of 10Be and 26Al 
concentrations4, 5. We find that the 
summits have been preserved for at 
least the past one million years

The island has thousands of 
mountain peaks, the highest is more 
than 1717 meters. Now, researchers 
have examined several of Spitsbergen 
mountain tops that are between 800 
and 1500 meters high.

-Our data show that these seem-
ingly “young and fresh”, high-relief 
landscapes actually are conserved 
landscapes from long time ago. A 
blanket of ice has protected the shape 
of the landscape and conserved a 
much older topography, he says.

"For the first time in the northern 
hemisphere we are able to show with 

Study predicting cod's future is fishy
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Scientists say species will be in 
Svalbard late this century – kind 
of likely since they're here now

It's now been scientifically proven it's 
possible to accurately predict the future and 
look kinda foolish at the same time.

Danish and Swiss climatologists are 
making the "startling" prediction that cod will 
be swimming in the waters of Svalbard and 
other Barents Sea regions between 2060 to 
2100, according to the online business 
newspaper E24 Næringsliv. But the surprise 
isn't that the fish will be there, it's that the  

researchers apparently didn't read a previous 
article in the journal Nature Climate Change 
before sending their study in for publication. 

"In a recently published, but somewhat 
dumbfounding equivalent in the same 
magazine, Norwegian and Russian marine 
researchers say that Atlantic cod are already in 
place in the Barents Sea with a well-known 
migration," the newspaper noted.

The species has been observed in Arctic 
waters for decades, and  have accounted for 
between 43 and 75 percent of all cod species 
catches in the Barents Sea region since the mid 
1990s, according to Norwegian/Russian study.

The Danish and Swiss researchers, in a 
subsequent statement, say they did not have 
have access to the data from earlier cod 
surveys and "the shortage of available data 
from the Barents Sea affected our forecast for 
the prevalence of cod in this area."

New fish species are increasingly 
appearing in Svalbard's warming waters and 
traditional ones, including Arctic cod are 
diminishing, which researcher say could have 
significant impacts across the entire food 
chain.
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Good or bad leaders?
EXCAVATE from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

LNS SPITSBERGEN

LNS Spitsbergen 
Administrative 
Director Frank 
Jakobsen, left, and 
Store Norske 
Administrative 
Director Wenche 
Ravlo, sign an 
agreement in June 
for LNS to transport 
coal from Mine 7 for 
the next three years. 
The mine, which 
fuels the local power 
plant and produces 
industrial-grade coal, 
is scheduled to be 
the only Store 
Norske mine still 
open by next 
summer. Annual 
production at the 
mine is estimated at 
between 70,000 and 
100,000 tons.

DOUBTERS, from page 1

STORE NORSKE
Former Store Norkse Administrative Director Bjørn Arnestad, left, delivers the application for the 
Luckefjell mine to Guri Tveito, chief environmental officer for The Governor of Svalbard, in 
September of 2010. At right, Arnestad's successor, Per Andersson, presides over the opening of the 
mine in February of 2014. Operations were halted at the beginning of this year due to low coal prices.

Norwegian Mineral Industry. In a Sept. 10 col-
umn for Svalbardposten that has since appeared 
in other Arctic and industry publications, she 
argued Store Norske has hired incompetent 
leaders since former Administrative Director 
Robert Hermansen stepped down in 2008 and 
was subsequently convicted in a corruption 
scandal.

"By incompetent I mean governance that 
does not have core competency and experience 
of the value chain of the mining industry," Eek 
wrote. "These management periods were highly 
skilled, but as in all other industries the right 
skills in the mining industry is also a very im-
portant value driver."

Wenche Ravlo, who became Store 
Norske's administrative director at the begin-
ning of this year, declined in an e-mail inter-
view to respond to Eek's accusations.

"I have no need to refute the content of the 
article – she gets to stand for herself," Ravlo 
wrote. "Nevertheless, it is appropriate to take 
into account  heavy mining professional leader-
ship has at all times been in the company."

Ravlo worked primarily for Norske Skog 
for 15 years before being hired by Store 
Norske, including serving as the leader of a pa-
per mill in Ringerike experiencing similar hard-
ships. As with Store Norske, sizable layoffs and 
cost-cutting allowed operations to continue for 
a time, but it eventually closed in 2012, three 
years after Ravlo departed to take a job else-
where in the company.

When asked in a previous interview how 
that experience might relate to the crisis at 
Store Norske, she stated "I'm here to do the best 
for the company and when I do I use all the ex-
perience I have gained me from previous situa-
tions."

Ravlo replaced Per Andersson, who was 
Store Norske's administrative director from the 
beginning of 2012 to 2015. His previous expe-

rience was in the solar energy and weapons in-
dustries.

Arild Olsen, Store Norske's union steward, 
criticized Store Norske during the search for  
Andersson's replacement, stating the company's 
selection of leaders at times that lacked mining 
experience and political acumen were an im-
pairment during a time of transition. But he ex-
pressed support for Ravlo, even though her first 
visit inside a coal mine occurred only a few 
weeks before she started work.

"We basically wanted a person with a min-
ing or contractor background, but among candi-
dates we had was she the one who emerged as 
the best," he told Svalbardposten at the time.

Olsen and other local officials have gener-
ally expressed support for Ravlo since her hir-
ing. Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristof-
fersen also said she believes Andersson was a 
good leader of the company.

"He was very future-minded," she said, 
noting his advocacy for trying to find markets 
for higher-priced industrial coal instead of stan-
dard energy coal. "I think when we look back 

on history they will see things that would have 
been very helpful if they had listened to him."

Per's predecessor – and Hermansen's suc-
cessor – was Bjørn Arnestad, whose back-
ground was industry, shipping and banking. 
Much of his time was spent dealing with the 
various legal and financial challenges resulting 
from the corruption crisis, and working to get 
the government's permission to begin work on 
the Luckefjell mine.

The current crisis at Store Norske is due 
primarily to a collapse in coal prices, making it 
impossible for the company to break even with 
most of its mining. Its request for additional 
aid, coming after a 500-million-kroner package 
involving loans and property sales, is to main-
tain the mines while operations are put on hold.

Outsiders criticizing the request say there's 
no suggestion a price recovery is in sight and 
support is political hypocritical because it re-
cently ridded its oil wealth of investments in 
coal-based companies.
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Svalbard willing, but able? 
Visitors to Svalbard during the total solar eclipse in March, left, endure temperatures of minus 20 degrees Celsius by staying in large tents set up in 
Adventdalen to compensate for the lack of guest housing for the more than 2,000 travelers spending one of more nights here. At right, Mouawia 
Lababidi, a Syrian native living in Longyearbyen, describes the plight of refugees from his homeland during a fundraiser this week at the Radisson Blu 
Polar Hotel. He said housing refugees in tents if they were sent to Svalbard is a "no-go" due to the enormous difference in climate and culture.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Mining decision 
sought next week

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4648 or e-mail marksabbatini@ yahoo.com

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SANCTUARY, from page 1
jobs, but that is a positive side effect of some-
thing much more important than coal mining, 
that's not our primary concern," said Espen 
Klungseth Rotevatn, head of leader of the Sval-
bard Green Party, in an interview with Vårt 
Land. "Europe is on fire, and it is now that our 
values and ethical standards are put to the test."

The legal obstacles alone are numerous. 
Svalbard is not part of the Schengen free move-
ment area, thus limiting the archipelago's abili-
ty to accept and given them asylum status. Fur-
thermore, it would violate Svalbard's financial 
and health "self-sufficiency" requirements.

"We do not have social security and we do 
not have those type of benefits," said Gov. Odd 
Olsen Ingerø, in an interview with Dagbladet. 
"Longyearbyen is a community that is created 

for employable, healthy people. It is difficult to 
get jobs and Store Norske is now in a downsiz-
ing period."

People, including other refugees, have 
come to Svalbard and been forced to leave be-
cause they were unable to supported 
themselves, Ingerø said. 

"But this is a political question," he said. 
"If a political majority in Norway wants to 
make this happen, then it is not legally impossi-
ble. But in that case it has to have been fully 
funded by the state. This is not under our 
purview."

The only other group to propose sending 
refugees to Svalbard is the anti-immigration 
Progress Party. Norway has agreed to accept 
8,000 refugees during the next two years and 
Christian Eikeland, group leader for the 

Progress Party in Vest-Agder, suggested they 
be sent to a camp in Svalbard because mainland 
cities lack the capacity for them. He later re-
tracted the statement, saying he was simply ar-
guing the mainland doesn't have sufficient 
space for the refugees.

But even if the legal and political chal-
lenges could be overcome, the practical prob-
lems of sending refugees here would still be 
enormous, Lababidi said.

"If they're going to put them in tents, that's 
a no-go," he said.

Furthermore, Lababidi said that unless the 
government or some other entity essentially 
pays for all of the refugees' expenses, there's no 
way they could survive on the wages they 
earned in Syria.

"They're going to be broke in the first day," 
he said.

The social and physical isolation of such a 
remote place would also be a hardship, to say 
nothing of how people from one of the warmest 
regions of the world would endure the extreme 
Arctic climate.

However, some refugees are already seek-
ing asylum in Arctic regions, including about 
150 people without Schengen visas that have 
entered the Norwegian border town of Kirkenes 
through Russia this year, according to Bar-
entsObserver. Finland has increased its border 
control in the far north due to a similar inflow.

One aspect of Svalbard that would likely 
work in the refugees' favor is the diverse inter-
national population, with residents from more 
than 40 countries living in the archipelago. That 
means locals may be less hostile toward Syri-
ans, who are finding it increasingly difficult to 
find countries that will allow them to enter.

That list of countries includes Norway, as 
Minister of Justice and Public Security Anders 
Anundsen said this week "increased border 
control is one of the things we are considering" 
if the inflow of refugees becomes too great.

possibly easy to say yes when probably won't have to accept them
"I've seen the community is very giving," he said.

ISNP (Islamic State of the North Pole).
Among the higher-ranked comments at Independent

top
alias.foxfire 15 hours ago
This is getting slightly ridiculous now. Isn't it time we simply created a safe zone for refugees in 

their own countries? You KNOW this is what the EU should have done from day one.
Iron 10 hours ago
"Safe zones" always mean military intervention.
lower
ubidubuy-co.uk 20 hours ago
And what do you think these scumbag migrants will do to the pola bears, yes eat them and they 

will all be walking around with white fur coats.
halfway and best informed
DoggerBank 19 hours ago
Svalbard, or Spitsbergen as you lot call, is a fantastic place. For anyone with an interest in the 

outdoors, northern lights, fishing and hunting it is a truly magical place.
I worked for some years teaching Norwegian to refugees in Northern Norway. Here you have all 

the facilities to deal with refugees. Social workers, health services, educational facilities. Svalbard is a 
toally different story. It is expected that you are in working health, that you can look after yourself. 
There is no job centre or social services office.

I can see what the Norwegian Green Party is trying to achieve, but I think the islands are not pre-
pared to give shelter to refugees. At least now with the current infrastructure.

Full points for thinking outside the box at least.
lowest
Propagandist Whore 18 hours ago
Citizens in Nordic countries have good standard of living, but they pay high price for their con-

formity. You obey the government blindly or you will be ostracised. Depression is almost a heredi-
tary disease. Summers are very short and winters cold and dark, and sometimes you don't see the sun 
for days. Who would like to spend the rest of his life in such society? Especially with people who 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

GET TOGETHER TOURS
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Sept. 16
10:15 a.m.: Trial lecture: "The seabirds 
of Svalbard and their connection with the 
large-scale Atlantic marine systems" by 
Sveinn Are Hanssen. UNIS
6 p.m.: Movie: "Vacation," U.S. comedy, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 17
10:15 a.m.: Trial lecture: "The difficult 
individuality. Linking population dynamics 
and individual behavior in aquatic 
studies" by Børge Damsgård. UNIS
Sept. 19
1 p.m.: Relay race to raise money for 
annual NRK telethon. Starts outside of 
Svalbardbutikken. For registration details 
contact post@svalbardturn.no.
5 p.m.: Book presentation " Veien til 
Lykke" ("The Way to Happiness") by 
author Björg Thorhalsdottir. Kulturhuset 
Cafe.
Sept. 20-21
Interdisciplinary Polar Studies in Svalbard 
(IPSiS) Conference. UNIS. Sessions open 
to the public. Schedule and details at 
tinyurl.com/pzeq6pv.
Sept. 20
11 a.m.: Mass by Bishop Emeritus Per 
Oskar Kjølaas. Svalbard Church. 
5 p.m.: Movie: "Woman in Gold," U.S. 
drama, ages 9 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Wendyeffekten," 
Norwegian comedy, no age limit 
specified. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 21
8 p.m. Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 22
7 p.m.: Book debut: "Fra Vestbredden" 
by Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne 
Helgesen, w/ interview by Anne Lise 
Sandvik. Svalbard Church.
8 p.m.: Lecture: "From Portland Valley to 
Grand Manila: Industrial Society in 
Literature" by Kjartan Fløgstad. 
Longyearbyen Library.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Arctic ice 'only' fourth lowest this year
● SAS drops Norway/Texas 'oil route'
● Mosquitoes big winner of warmer Arctic
● Five tips for negotiating with polar bears

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Hundreds of Longyearbyen 
residents, visitors left high and 
dry Sunday by damaged pipe

Be this guy, not the ones mentioned below

LASSE KRISTIANSEN / SYSSELMANNEN
Anders Ringheim, left, discusses reindeer hunting with Fredrik Duvholt Haug, a hunting inspector 
for The Governor of Svalbard, early this month. The governor's office, in a statement this week, 
said there have been several instances of hunters violating laws this season, including one 
hunter who shot a young deer rather than an adult, three instances where animals were not 
properly tagged with cards before the hunters carried the meat away and two instances of people 
hunting without licenses. "Some hunters have expressed uncertainty about distinguishing the 
different reindeers in terms of age and gender," the statement notes. "It is important to familiarize 
themselves before starting to hunt." This is the third year the governor's office has conducted 
inspections in the field.

Make life better, grab a share of 2.9M
Applications for this year's Korkpenger 

grants, awarded to people for "charitable" 
cultural and recreational projects in 
Longyearbyen, are now being accepted and 
due by Oct. 15.

The Longyearbyen Community Council is 
allocating 2.9 million kroner for this year's 
grants, which are funded by a tax on local 

alcohol sales.
Priority areas for this year are 

multicultural activities, the culture industry, 
and multipurpose thinking and activities 
suitable for all ages, according to a 
statement by the council.

Applications and details about the 
grants are available at tinyurl.com/nqz5lxc.


