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hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper
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Weather summary
Cloudy this week; rain, increasing 
wind and cooler temperatures early 
next week.

Full forecast page 3

See CRISIS, page 6

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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Store Norske may decide next 
week to end mining in Svalbard 
as coal price crisis persists

Coal's 
last 
gasp?

See HOVERCRAFT, page 8

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Judgement Day for Longyearbyen may oc-
cur as soon as next week.

Deciding if Store Norske should cease its 
coal mining operations is among the items on 
the agenda when the company's board of direc-
tors meets Sept. 3, according to Svalbardposten. 
The company originally stated such a decision 
would be finalized next spring, but a collapse in 
coal prices that's largely responsible for the cri-
sis now appears to have no end in sight.

"Every effort had been made," Wench Rav-
lo, the company's administrative director, told 
Svalbardposten. "We have delivered, but the 
market is not with us."

Coal prices are currently about $54 a ton 
and Ravlo told the newspaper an average price 
of $52 a ton is forecast for the next six months. 
She said a price of $65 a ton is needed to break 
even, even though the company has slashed its 
staff and expenses by about a third.

Ending all of the company's mining  would 
result in a loss of 316 full-time employees at 
Store Norske and related local entities, and 
leave the company with only 33 employees, ac-
cording to a report prepared for the board. The 
company had about 400 employees before an 
initial round of downsizing two years ago and 
laying off about 100 more workers this year.

One option, according to Svalbardposten, 
is the company's board may ask the Norwegian 

Retiree moves into mobile home – for a year on the Arctic sea ice

Senior living
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Think of Yngve Kristoffersen, 73, as just 
another retiree living in shabby mobile home – 
if you fill it with space-age equipment and 
drop it on the ice where it's 50 below zero.

The former University of Bergen professor 
spent the past year in those confined quarters 
as he, along with fellow researcher Audun 
Tholfsen, drifted roughly 2,200 kilometers on 
the Arctic Ocean ice in a hovercraft studying 
the geological makeup of the seafloor.

Kristoffersen arrived alone in Longyear-
byen on Saturday evening, with Tholfsen de-

parting the Sabvabaa craft a month earlier, 
where he was greeted by a small group of well-
wishers bearing champagne. But it turned out 
what he really craved was a glass of fresh milk.

"At first we were drinking that UHT stuff 
and when that ran out we had to switch to pow-
dered," he said.

He indulged in a welcome-back meal in 
town, but didn't bother booking a hotel room, 
figuring his home for the past year on the ice 
was still sufficient for his needs.

The expedition main purpose was collecting 
seismic data, primarily from the Lomonosov 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Yngve Kristoffersen, above, pauses for 
breakfast outside the Sabvabaa 

hovercraft during a one-year expedition 
on the Arctic sea ice dedicated to 

studying the geological properties of the 
seafloor. At right, Kristoffersen passes 
out champaign presented by a visitor 

after arriving in Longyearbyen on 
Saturday night. He spent the final month 

of the expedition alone after research 
partner Audun Tholfsen left the vessel.    

UNIVERSITY IN BERGEN



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Always eager to point out our stupidity be-
fore either of our readers get a chance, take a 
moment to look at the weather forecast on page 
3. Did it take longer than three seconds to spot 
what's amiss. Yup – we're publishing as fact 
that Longyearbyen will have two sunsets on 
Wednesday. That might seem impossible unless 
you're living on Tatooine, but remember the 
last sunset here was nearly four months ago. 
But the end of the polar summer has arrived 
and the double sunset marks the beginning of 
those two months where the sky gods torture 
our body clocks before plunging us into total 
darkness. For those new to the phenomena, be 
sure to check out the other sunrise/sunset times 
during the rest of the week since that's when the 
change is most extreme … The end of summer 
also means the beginning of school (just in case 
you missed the big photo above), which means 
that in addition to the usual welcoming speech-
es pupils of all ages are heading out into the 
hills for activities definitely not approved by 
the helicopter parent brigade. The preschool-
ers have their own reindeer hunting quota, 

Camp Svalbard has a permit this year for the 
teenagers there this week and Svalbard Turn 
also has a new permit as part of a new "locally 
sourced" food project. The UNIS students, 
while not being subject to fraternity hazing, 
will also be toting guns and going for polar dips 
in "highly attractive orange survival suits, 
which make you look like a Teletubbie that’s 
had a horrible fake-tanning accident," accord-
ing to a diary by Camilla Rootes describing the 
field school (tinyurl.com/p9oog3c).

Sure, the new T-14 Armata is an interesting and potentially-powerful design, al-
beit hardly the “15-20 years ahead of the West’s” cited by Deputy Premier Dmitri 
Rogozin, the defense-industrial complex’s pom-pommed cheerleader-in-chief. 

Menterwolde, Netherlands
 The posters, developed in cooperation with advice group Zurich Homosexual 

Workgroup (HAZ), urge visitors and bathers to have “mutual respect”.

“The prerequisite for peaceful coexistence is the considerate and proper be-
haviour of all visitors, both clothed and unclothed.”

More beers than people

trumps subtlety whenever it sees its chance. 

He also expressed confidence that Russia can do everything itself: from special 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Blame the duality on too much exposure to our 
new local brewery: Yeah, we said last week 
we're doing mentioning them for a while. We lied.

Generation gap

Abelone Vaage Stangeland, 6, left, demonstrates her quick-learning musical skills during a 
welcoming ceremony Thursday for first-year students at Longyearbyen School. At right, a far more 
seasoned group of students find out what's in store for them during an orientation session 
Wednesday at The University Centre in Svalbard. The latter group did find their groove during a 
subsequent icebreaking party where attendees dressed up as their favorite Olympic athlete.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

20TH CENTURY FOX

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICECOURESTY OF UNIS
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NE winds to 22 
km/h. High 6C (4C wind chill), 
low 5C (3C wind chill).
Sunset 12:05a; sunrise 1:56a; 

sunset 11:41p

Thursday
Cloudy. NE winds to 22 km/h. 
High 5C (3C wind chill), low 
2C (-1C wind chill).

Sunrise 2:20a; sunset 11:22p

Saturday
Rain. W winds to 35 km/h. 
High 5C (2C wind chill), low 
4C (-1C wind chill).

Sunrise 2:53a; sunset 10:52p
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain, 7C (5C), 5C (1C), light 19:32h; Monday, rain, 5C (3C), 3C (-1C), light 19:08h; Tuesday, rain, 4C 
(1C), 3C (-1C), light 18:44h; Wednesday, cloudy, 3C (-1C), 0C (-5C), light 18:22h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 32 
km/h. High 4C (0C wind chill), 
low 2C (-2C wind chill).

Sunrise 2:38a; sunset 11:06p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Cruise passengers pay to 
clean up trash from beaches  

A total of 112 passengers are participating 
in the first Clean Up Svalbard cruise by a for-
eign operator by collecting trash from shore-
lines as part of their voyage. The Ortelius, op-
erated by Oceanwide Expeditions, is the sec-
ond cruise ship making such a voyage this 
year, following Hurtigruten's Nordstjernen in 
July. Both operators offered the one-time 
cruises after an effort by The Association of 
Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators to obtain 
f u n d i n g f o r a w i d e r p r o g r a m w a s 
unsuccessful. There were questions about 
whether there would be enough bookings 
aboard the Ortelius to make the voyage finan-
cially practical just a few weeks before the 
scheduled departure, but the ship was fully 
booked after the company split the itinerary 
evenly between cleanups and polar bear sight-
seeing. "We had to cut a little from our ambi-
tions," said Troels Jacobsen, product and sales 
director for Oceanwide Expeditions. "But on 
the other side, the end justifies the means."

Remains of illegal fire at 
Colesbukta still smoldering 

The ground of a cultural heritage site at 
Colesbukta where an illegal bonfire was set 
two weeks is still smoldering, according to 
The Governor of Svalbard. "The fire depart-
ment has tried to extinguish it with foam," 
said Police Chief Lt. Thor-Arild Hansen. 
"There is currently no risk of it spreading to 
the remains north of the fire site." Officials 
with the governor's office are planning to con-
tinue monitoring the site. The area is home to 
numerous monuments, including cabins and 
trapping devices. No suspects have been lo-
cated and the governor's office is continuing 
to request tips from the public.

Cruise passengers pay to 
help others clear beach trash

Normally the Svalbard Environmental 
Protection Fund gives out money, but a 5,000-
kroner donation intended for beach cleanup 
collected from passengers on a cruise ship 
was accepted by The Governor of Svalbard 
after consulting with environmental ministry 
officials about whether it was legal to do so. 

Cary Fowler, above, shows boxes of 
seeds from Syria to a journalist 

shortly after they were deposited in 
the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in 

2009. At right, crops in the warn-
torn Middle East country are set 
ablaze by rebels during a long-

running war that has devastated a 
large percentage of the area's crops 
and agricultural facilities. Plans are 

now underway to return seeds to 
Syria when it is safe to do so.

Seeds of recovery
Syria may make first 'withdrawal' 
from Svalbard vault as crops, 
seed sites devastated by war

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

In one small part of the world, doomsday 
has arrived.

The first "withdrawal" from the Svalbard 
Global Seed Vault will likely be made by Syria, 
which has been engaged in a civil war since 
2011. The country's crops and a major gene re-
search facility have been targeted by rebels, and 
the hope is to return the seeds to the facility af-
ter it is relocated.

"(This center) had one of the biggest and 

best collections of wheat, barley, chickpeas, 
and lentils," said Cary Fowler, an official with 
the Global Crop Diversity Trust and the vault's 
manager, in an interview with ABC News Aus-
tralia. "It's on the outskirts of Aleppo, Syria, 
and Aleppo is in deep trouble right now, with a 
huge amount of fighting going on.

"We don't think that seed collection has 
been lost…but that could come any day now."

Getting seeds from the Syrian facility to 
farmers safely would also be difficult with the 
current fighting, Fowler said. He said the plan 
is to move the gene bank to sites in Morocco 
and Lebanon, and then return the seeds from 
the Svalbard vault to those sites.

ICARDA
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Predator dome

Old TVs 
get the 
digit

Jørn Hurum helps youths prepare fossilized mammal footprints recovered from Mine 7 during a 
workshop at Svalbard Museum in November of 2009. The footprints are on display at the museum.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Analogue transmissions end 
in Svalbard, but those cut off 
say they still have to pay fees
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There's almost certainly plenty of peo-
ple who would pay to not watch reindeer 
migrating for seven straight days on TV, but 
some local residents are grumbling about 
having the decision forced on them.

The transmission of analogue cable TV 
signals to Svalbard ended earlier this 
month, angering residents with older televi-
sions now showing nothing but static. Fur-
thermore, as the owners of those obsolete 
sets they're still subject to Norway's broad-
casting license fee, which in 2014 was  
2,729 kroner, including an eight percent 
value-added tax.

"The artists' bedsits at Galleri Svalbard 
has no cable television since Longyearbyen 
cable television stopped," wrote Nora Grøn-
dal in a post on a community Facebook 
page where dozens of residents were seek-
ing answers to the unexpected cutoff. 
"There is no fiber-optic cable either and 
those renting are told not to watch televi-
sion on the wireless network."

Some locals noted the cutoff may affect 
relatively few people in town, but it could 
be more significant for people in cabins 
where digital cable hookups are not avail-
able.

Telenor announced last Oct. 31 it in-
tended to cease all analogue cable service 
this year, affecting a projected 100,000 cus-
tomers. A statement by the company de-
clared "We need to ensure that these cus-
tomers – and not all of them are happy 
about this – are getting a good offer to 
choose the digital solution going forward."

For some local residents, that translates 
into a ploy to force them to buy more ex-
pensive televisions and cable packages. 

Some participating in the Facebook dis-
cussion stated they are refusing to pay the 
licensing fee, especially since Telenor and 
other broadcast entities are failing to re-
spond to inquires.

Inquires by Icepeople to Telenor were 
not answered by press time.

Norway is also scheduled to be the first 
country to cease nationwide FM radio trans-
missions in 2017 or 2019, depending on the 
penetration of digital radio use this year.

A completely glaciated Earth with a mean 
temperature as low as -45°C and little hope of 
absorbing the sun's rays would seem to qualify 
as a shaky situation. But it turns out a bit of 
global unsteadiness may have been what was 
needed to regain footing on solid ground.

Researchers in Svalbard are claiming in a 
newly published study the so-called "Snowball 
Earth" – an era marked by the planet's most ex-
treme climatic conditions that that occurred be-
tween 750 million and 630 million years ago –  
didn't end with an abrupt thaw and melting as 
scientists have speculated since the 1990s. In-
stead, it appears the era ended with regular ad-
vances and retreats of the ice.

"We found slight wobbles of the Earth’s 
spin axis caused differences in the heat re-
ceived at different places on the planet’s sur-
face," wrote Ian Fairchild, a University of 
Birmingham professor who was the study's lead 
investigator. "These changes were small, but 
enough over thousands of years to cause a 
change in the places where snow accumulated 
or melted, leading the glaciers to advance and 
retreat."

The research team analyzed sedimentary 
rocks in northeastern Spitsbergen that were 
formed during the ice age. The chemical com-
position of the rocks suggest low levels of CO2 
were present in the atmosphere when the ice 
age started, but slowly built up to a high level 
over time.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It'd unquestionably be a monster attraction 
– perhaps beginning with the lawyers.

Svalbard Museum is hoping to build a 
"Jurassic Park" exhibit where prehistoric fossils 
found in the area would be displayed under a 
giant glass dome that would be visible to 
passengers arriving on flights at night, 
according to NRK.

"We envision a laboratory in glass, so that 
the public can walk past, stand outside and see 
how a conservator is working to reconstruct 
animals that no one has seen before," Tora 
Hultgreen, the museum's director, told the 
network.

A grant application for the project is now 
being considered by Arts Council Norway.

"It's going to be expensive, but I think it is 
worth every a dime," Hultgreen said.

The "Jurassic Park" moniker, by the way, 
is described by NRK as a "working title." 

Excavations of prehistoric fossils in 
Svalbard have resulted in widespread publicity 
worldwide due to eye-grabbing headlines such 
as "Sea Monsters of the North" and discoveries 
of new species bestowed with names such as 
"Predator X." 

A team of students and researchers led by 
Oslo paleontologist Jørn Hurum completed his 
tenth excavation on Spitsbergen earlier this 
month. While some fossils from previous 
discoveries are on display at the museum, he 
said the facility lacks the space to properly 
prepare and display specimens.

Svalbard's prehistoric fossils 
could get sky-high exposure at 
proposed 'Jurassic Park' exhibit

Solving 'Snowball Earth'
Svalbard study shows planet's 
most extreme climate conditions 
ended due to wobbly orbit

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



Page 5August 25, 2015

Seriously starving?

EXCAVATE from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A malnourished and injured polar bear, right, 
stands on a small ice floe in Svalbard. Kerstin 

Langenberger, a nature photographer and guide 
from Germany, speculates the bear she 

observed may have injured its front leg in "a 
desperate attempt to hunt a walrus while she 

was stuck on land." Photos of polar bears 
suffering similar hardships – including a 

Svalbard bear, above, that starved to death on 
land in 2013 – are increasingly receiving 

widespread media attention. But researchers 
say studies show such suffering among the 

animals is not necessarily increasing.
KERSTIN LANGENBERGER PHOTOGRAPHY

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If a photo-gone-virtal of a starving Sval-
bard polar bear seems to tragic to be real, join 
the other skeptics claiming it isn't.

The photo was posted on Facebook last 
week by Kerstin Langenberger, a German na-
ture photographer and guide who's spent most 
of the past decade in Svalbard and other polar 
regions. It shows a skeletal and apparently in-
jured female polar bear that has just emerged 
from the water onto a small ice floe.

Langenberger, in an explanation accompa-
nying the photo, stated she's seeing female 
bears increasingly struggle to find food because 
they're unable to return to the sea ice after giv-
ing birth to cubs.

"With the pack ice retreating further and 
further north every year, they tend to be stuck 
on land where there's not much food," she 
wrote. The cubs frequently starve as a result 
and "many times I have seen horribly thin 
bears, and those were exclusively females - like 
this one here."

The post was shared by about 23,000 view-
ers and received about 2,500 comments by the 
middle of the week, with most of the latter ex-
pressing regret about the bear's plight. But a 
steady, if small, audience of skeptics chal-
lenged the legitimacy of the photo.

"The Photoshopped is poorly done, front 
left leg is a hind leg, so much water is falling 
off only from behind and it's like he's moving 
fast according to that water falling off of it," 
wrote Aimo K. Paniloo. "I could be wrong, but 
would that bear be able to swim in that condi-
tion?"

Kit Kovacs, a biodiversity research for the 
Norwegian Polar Institute, stated in an e-mail 
interview, "I cannot speak to whether the pic-

ture has been 'doctored' or not – I am not an ex-
pert of this sort." But he noted bears in similar 
extreme conditions due to injury, old age or ill-
ness are sighted occasionally.

More significantly, Kovacs stated there's 
reason to question claims the number of ani-
mals experiencing such hardships is increasing.

"Our monitoring work indicates that (on-
average) bears in the Svalbard population have 
NOT declined in condition over the last two 
decades – based on male body masses and fat 
levels," he wrote. "We use males only because 
female condition is so much more variable de-
pending on their reproductive status (whether 
they have no cubs, young cubs etc.)."

Langenberger, who noted in her post she is 
familiar with the institute's findings, stated her 
observations show "fat bears are nearly exclu-
sively males which stay on the pack ice all year 
long."  

"How can a population be stable if it con-
sists of less and less females and cubs?" she 

wrote. "How can a population be doing good if 
most bears will score a body index of 2-3 out of 
5? Only once I have seen a bear getting a big 
fat '5,' but several times I have seen dead bears 
and bears like this one: a mere '1' on the scale, 
doomed to death."

By the way, she told her skeptics, the photo 
is not altered.

"I could easily send you some more pic-
tures or get you in contact with others who saw 
and photographed the same bear," she wrote. "I 
have seen a few bears like this over the past 
years: that's how a bear looks like if it's nearly 
starved to death. So as much as I want it to be 
fake, it's a documentary."

Some accepted the message was legitimate, 
if not the suggestion 

"Not fake but not necessarily representi-
tive," wrote commenter Max Caruso. "Why tug 
on uninformed peoples emotions?"
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Polar bear so skinny in photo some claim it's fake, but real myth may be such sightings are increasing

ASHLEY COOPER / GLOBAL WARMING IMAGES

Longyearbyen feels the heat
City weathers warmest summer 
in recorded history – but that 
only dates back to the 1970s

It's yet another high-temperature record on 
planet setting them, but this one might not 
impress the climate skeptics.

Longyearbyen is experiencing its warmest 
summer in recorded history, with the average 
temperature at Svalbard Airport likely to be 
between 6.6 and 6.8 degrees Celsius by the end 
of August, according to the Norwegian 
Meteorological Institute. The previous record 
of 6.4 degrees was set in 2007 – but data from 

the airport only goes back to the late 1970s.
Jostein Mamen, an institute official, told 

the Norwegian News Agency warm air has 
been circulating in the Arctic all summer.

The warm air makes it "lovely to sit 
outside in the sun and eat breakfast, but at the 
same time there has been a nasty feeling," Runa 
Solvang, a Longyearbyen tour guide, told the 
news agency. "This is not as it should be."

She said the heat has also caused her dogs 
to suffer and she has heard reports of some 
local canines dying of heat stroke.
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Fast-food firefighter
Aleksei Frolof, right, does prep work in his Take Away Kebab food truck, left, that opened this week at Sjøområdet next to Longyearbyen Car Wash. 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

New kebab truck gives hungry 
late-night drinkers an alternative 
to setting their kitchens on fire 

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Mining decision 
sought next weekExpressive and enigmatic photos of 

Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.
120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4648 or e-mail marksabbatini@ yahoo.com

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Our long local nightmare of drunk people 
setting their kitchens on fire in the wee hours of 
the morning may finally be over.

The surprise opening of the Take Away 
Kebab food truck this week means a post-mid-
night/delivery option is again available to peo-
ple coming home from a bender at the pub. 
Aleksei Frolof, who did no advance promotion 
for his fast-food eatery other than a Facebook 
announcement a few hours before it opened, 
said the numerous fire-related incidents during 
the past year-and-a-half were a significant rea-
son for starting the business.

"We can help people after 10 o'clock," he 
said. "People like to eat and people like to 
drink, and they come home drunk and that can 
be a little bit dangerous."

The food truck is scheduled to be open and 
offer delivery from noon to 4 a.m. daily. The 
initial menu features kebab sandwiches, 
burgers, grenki (Russian fried bread), hot dogs, 
fries and (non-alcoholic) drinks.

Longyearbyen lost its last overnight eatery 
when Classic Pizza closed at the end of 2013. 
Almost immediately afterward a string of early-
morning smoke- and fire-related incidents in 
kitchens resulted due to intoxicated people 
falling asleep while cooking food.

Frolof, from the Siberian city of Omsk, 
moved to Svalbard nearly a year ago. He spent 
four months in Barentsburg, which he said 
"was like a jail," before moving to Longyear-

byen and spending three months as an informa-
tion technology worker.

He said he's never managed a food estab-
lishment before, but decided to start the kebab 
truck because "cooking is my hobby." He's 
renting the truck from Arctic Tapas and the ini-
tial fixed property site next to Longyearbyen 
Car Wash, but "in the future I hope to drive the 
truck around."

The truck is larger, but considerably less 
colorful, than the Rode Isbjørn wagon in the 
Svalbardbutikken parking lot that became a lo-
cal landmark and media sensation until it shut 
down in 2010 when owner Kazem Ariaiwand 
was arrested for immigration law violations.

Frolof is the lone paid employee for now, 
but said he willing to work 16 hours a day.

CRISIS, from page 1
government to make a decision about whether 
mining should continue. The government, as a 
condition of providing a 500-million-kroner 
emergency assistance package earlier this year, 
acquired all of Store Norske's property and out-
standing shares.  

Store Norske's problems are being experi-
enced on a global scale due to the price collapse 
resulting largely from a supply glut as China, 
the biggest consumer of the commodity, is burn-
ing less of the fuel at its power stations.

At least six major coal companies in the 
United States – including the second- and 
fourth-largest – have filed for bankruptcy this 
year, and the largest coal company in New 
Zealand and a major coal producer in South 
Africa are among the those filing for bankruptcy 
this month. 

It is also uncertain whether it 
is possible to operate the Mine 7 
profitably. A liquidation of that 
mine is therefore also evaluated 
as an option. Longyearbyen 
would then lose a total of 316 
employees and Store Norske 
would have only 33 employees 
by 2017.

At least six major coal com-
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Aug. 25
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 26
6 p.m.: Movie: "Stille Hjerte," Danish 
drama, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 30
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Paper Towns," U.S. 
suspense film for youths, ages 9 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Bølgen," Norwegian 
catastrophe, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 2
6 p.m.: Movie: "Bølgen," Norwegian 
catastrophe, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 5
Noon: Quadration individual/relay race, 
combining 5K kayaking, 13K cycling, 
target shooting and 6K run. Starts at 
Svalbard Sailing Club.
Sept. 6
5 p.m.: Movie: "Karsten og Petra På 
Safari," Norwegian children's film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Trainwreck," U.S. 
comedy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 9
6 p.m.: Movie: "Hitman: Agent 47," U.S. 
action/thriller, no age limit specificed. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 13
5 p.m.: Movie: "Karsten og Petra På 
Safari," Norwegian children's film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "A Night in Berlin," 
German drama/thriller, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 16
6 p.m.: Movie: "Vacation," U.S. comedy, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Russia: We'll destroy fish from Norway 
● Court: Russia must pay "Greenpeace 30" 
● Arctic drillers struggling w/ low oil prices 
● Dinosaurs and daisies in Antarctica?

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A trailer home at 89° north
A map shows the drift path of the Sabvabaa hovercraft during its one-year voyage on the Arctic 
Ocean ice. It was the first such voyage since Fridtjof Nansen's Fram expedition 118 years ago.

Hundreds of Longyearbyen 
residents, visitors left high and 
dry Sunday by damaged pipe

HOVERCRAFT, from page 1

NANSEN ENVIRONMENTAL AND REMOTE SENSING CENTER

Ridge, in areas normally inaccessible to vessels 
gathering such data. The hovercraft was 
brought to the East Siberian coast by the Ger-
man icebreaker Polarstern on Aug. 30 of last 
year and eventually drifted to the Fram Strait, 
where it was picked up by the seal-hunting ves-
sel Havsel on Aug. 18 for the journey to 
Longyearbyen.

Kristoffersen said one of the most impor-
tant lessons from the expedition is demonstrat-
ing hovercrafts are ideal for such research, 
putting him at odds with officials who have 
placed limits on their use in the Arctic.

He said they're less intrusive than icebreak-
ers and don't require the thick ice necessary to 
support fixed long-term field camps, since the 
hovercraft can be repositioned if cracks 
develop. The high-tech equipment means it's 
easy to stay in contact with the outside world if 
assistance is needed, such as providing a re-
placement generator for one that was lost.

And while the craft itself might be tight – 
meaning "there is a lot of simple psychology 
you have to be aware of in how you express 
your discontent" with your partner – he said the 
work itself was hardly confining.

"The thing is, this is sort of like a mobile 
home," Kristoffersen said. "You have to have 
your workplace outside."

"There is plenty of room on the ice, but I 
didn't want to move too far away from the hov-
ercraft just in case."

He said he is generally satisfied with data 
they collected, although they weren't able to 
gather as many sentiment samplings as hoped.

"The fact that we were only two people 
puts constraints on you," he said.

Among the more unusual moments was 
when a Russian sub surfaced nearby on Oct. 16, 
prompting some media to speculate the pair 
was being spied on.


