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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Double moralists': Parliament leaders say 
hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper

icepeople.net

WENCHE RAVLO

Weather summary
Partly cloudy and warm this week, 
cooler with rain at times early next 
week.

Full forecast page 3

See INTERNATIONAL, page 8

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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First international flights at 
Svalbard Airport scheduled by 
Finnair beginning next summer

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Using
Finns 
to fly

See BUDGET, page 6

A shopper examines clearance-priced produce in a cooler at Svalbardbutikken on Tuesday.

MASTER COURSES By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Finnair will become the first airline to offer 
scheduled international service to Svalbard Air-
port with direct flights between Helsinki and 
Longyearbyen from June 1 to Aug. 27 of next 
year, the airline announced in a press release 
this week.

"During midsummer we will provide three 
weekly flights to Svalbard, which is mainly 
aimed at European customers, but can be also 
be connected from our Asian flights," said  
Petri Vuori, Finnair’s Vice-President of Global 
Sales, in a prepared statement.

That means three airlines will be offering 
regular flights to Longyearbyen next summer, 
in contrast to the monopoly Scandinavian Air-
lines had for five years until 2013. Discount 
carrier Norwegian Air resumed service in 
March of that year, significantly boosting and 
redefining Svalbard's tourism industry in ways 
both praised and criticized. Still, many locals 
are hoping the additional competition will al-
low the positive aspects to continue.

"Let the bidding wars commence," wrote 
Benjamin Vidmar, a Longyearbyen resident, in 
the comments section of a Barents Observer ar-
ticle about the announcement. "Now I hope the 
prices come down as more airlines come 
online. Presently it is more expensive to fly 
from Oslo to Longyearbyen, than it is to fly 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Yeah, we know –  the prices here suck. 
And every kroner spent on real food is money 
that can't be spent on beer. What's a starving 
student to do?

Students starting classes Wednesday at 
The University Centre in Svalbard will get 
their first meal free (sandwiches following 
their orientation). After that comes the never-
ending challenge of skimpy funds providing 

enough calories for extreme mental and physi-
cal activities in the extreme cold.

Slowly wandering the aisles at the super-
market is an annual tradition among many new 
students. But for those preferring to scout out 
other things, here's a rundown of what's cheap 
and mostly nutritious at Svalbardbutikken and 
a few other places. Prices tend to go up and 
down often, and scanners don't always match 
the advertised prices, so don't blame us if the 

We find all the cheap food at the supermarket so you don't have to

vs.
Gastronomical 
Chemestry 101

Q: Which help you 
absorb more booze 
for the same 
amount of money?

MASTER COURSES



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
Mark Sabbatini

Principal of principles
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Vei 210 -2- 13
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

"The island of Spitsbergen has been a 
nude zone for decades. However it is not re-
quired to stay naked in this area." We ought 
to just end this week's roundup here since 
there's no way we're going to get weirder than 
that. But authorities are posting lots of signs 
with that warning – and apparently family-
friendly images of buttocks – to alert unaware 
visitors about the likelihood of encountering 
naked bathers, according to the online news 
portal The Local (tinyurl.com/o7jkuve). "Al-
though nudity is generally not prohibited in pub-
lic, it always leads to conflict," a statement by 
officials about the signs notes. "The prerequi-
site for peaceful coexistence is the considerate 
and proper behavior of all visitors, both clothed 
and unclothed." Look, we've published enough 
nudity in these pages to know it's not a novelty 
here (you'll have to scour the back issues to see 
when, since it's an obvious and desperate ploy 
to attract readers), but we still feel like we're 
missing out on some prime Peeping Tom peer-

ing. Alas, here's the switch: it seems that, while 
you'll never figure it out by Googling, there ap-
parently is some mysterious place bearing our 
island's name in Zurich's traditionally nudist 
area of Werdinsel. Since the news article de-
scribes Werdinsel itself as an island that's been 
a nudist spot for 50 years, we welcome any 
peepers who want to give us the naked truth. 

Sure, the new T-14 Armata is an interesting and potentially-powerful design, al-
beit hardly the “15-20 years ahead of the West’s” cited by Deputy Premier Dmitri 
Rogozin, the defense-industrial complex’s pom-pommed cheerleader-in-chief. 

Menterwolde, Netherlands
 The posters, developed in cooperation with advice group Zurich Homosexual 

Workgroup (HAZ), urge visitors and bathers to have “mutual respect”.

“The prerequisite for peaceful coexistence is the considerate and proper be-
haviour of all visitors, both clothed and unclothed.”

More beers than people

trumps subtlety whenever it sees its chance. 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Now this is a bare sign worth taking a selfie 
with: As the tourist guides note, these signs 
exist to warn visitors about the possibility of 
startling encounters with the native lifeforms.

This is their last free publicity for a bit. Really

Simo Aslaoui greets a customer at Nordpolet at midday Tuesday, about an hour after the first 
cans of locally-brewed beer from Svalbard Bryggeri went on sale at the store. Aslaoui said 48 
cans of the pale ale were sold during the first hour, split evenly between 12-can cases and loose 
cans. The per-can price of 25 kroner is far higher than most other brands (Mack beer from Tromsø 
costs seven to nine kroner a can, Heineken from Holland 15 kroner and supersized cans of 
Guinness 20 kroner), although below the 40 kroner per-bottle cost of "Polar Bear," a brew custom-
made for Svalbard by To Tårn Bryggeri in Trondheim. A video of Svalbard Bryggeri's 
manufacturing process is available at the brewery's Facebook page (tinyurl.com/no3sdj3).

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

ZURICH HOMOSEXUAL WORKGROUP

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. NE winds to 49 km/h. 
High 10C (5C wind chill), low 
7C (4C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Partly cloudy. E winds to 32 
km/h. High 7C (4C wind chill), 
low 5C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds 
to 15 km/h. High 6C (4C wind 
chill), low 4C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 5C (2C), 3C (1C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 5C (3C), 3C (0C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, 
cloudy, 5C (2C), 3C (-1C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, 6C (2C), 4C (1C), light 21:44h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds to 
22 km/h. High 6C (4C wind 
chill), low 5C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Russia: We didn't reject bear 
census; we need more time 

Russia is denying it has rejected granting 
researchers access to its territory for a joint 
Russian-Norwegian census of polar bears in 
the Barents Sea region, instead arguing 
Russia's legislature needs sufficient time to 
evaluate the project. "The request from the 
expedit ion organizers is s t i l l under 
consideration in the respective Russian 
ministries and agencies," wrote Andrey Kuliko, 
a spokesman for the Russian Embassy in Oslo, 
in an e-mail. An agreement to conduct the 
census, the first in 11 years, was reached by 
both countries in February since the bear 
population in the region is now highly 
uncertain. But Norwegian Polar Institute 
researchers were forced to limit their count 
only to the Norwegian part of the Barents Sea 
region since Russia to grant access to its 
territory when the census started a the end of 
July. The count is more than half finished and 
project leaders have said they hope Russia 
will conduct a censes of its territory in the 
near future so an overall – if less than ideal –
picture of the bear population can be obtained. 

Group facing charges of 
shooting guns while drunk  

A report of several intoxicated people 
firing weapons at a cabin the Isfjord area at 
about midnight Friday resulted in police 
flying to the cabin by helicopter to investigate 
the disturbance. "The complaint was that the 
shooting was disturbing the rest of the tourists 
in the area," said Vidar Arnesen, a police 
chief lieutenant for The Governor of Svalbard. 
"There were a total of seven people in the 
cabin, but not all were involved in the 
shooting." Shooting a firearm while 
intoxicated is illegal and the matter has been 
referred to prosecutors.

Motorists urged to exercise 
caution as school year starts 

Drivers are being urged to be extra careful 
as Longyearbyen students start school 
Thursday, with The Governor of Svalbard 
planning to monitor traffic in the vicinity of 
Polarflokken kindergarten, one of the most 
heavily-traveled street areas in town.

 A delegation from the United States, above left, 
watches researchers launch a weather balloon in 

Ny-Ålesund on Sunday. At top right, an F-16 
fighter jet escorts a plane carrying U.S. Sens. 

John McCain and Sheldon Whitehouse during a 
tour of military facilities on the mainland Monday. 

At bottom right, McCain and Norwegian State 
Secretary Bård Glad Pedersen ride a boat to Ny-

Ålesund for Sunday's tour. The visit by the 
delegation was one of several recent high-profile 
visits by U.S. and world leaders, due to the U.S. 
taking over leadership of the Arctic Council and 
the U.N. climate summit in Paris in December.

NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

War > warming
McCain's visit to Svalbard an 
afterthought as U.S., Norwegian 
leaders ponder Russian threat

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Svalbard might be part of Norway's most 
important strategic area, but it was an af-
terthought for a high-profile delegation from 
the United States visiting this week.

Military threats in the Arctic overshadowed 
climate change concerns as the delegation, led 
by U.S. Sens. John McCain and Sheldon 
Whitehouse, focused primarily on Russia's re-
cent activities in border regions.

Whitehouse, a Rhode Island Democrat, has 
gained notoriety for giving more than 80 floor 
speeches about climate change, but he was ab-
sent from the trip from the mainland to Sval-
bard. McCain, an Arizona Republican who has 
referred to legislative action on climate change 
as a waste of time, sent a Twitter message with 
two photos showing him touring with State 
Secretary Bård Glad Pedersen in "the northern-
most town on Earth."

The delegation's visit to Norway received 
scant media attention, especially in the U.S., 

and the Ny-Ålesund trip was overlooked in 
Norwegian media other than single sentences at 
the end such as "the senator also made a cli-
mate-related visit to Svalbard."

Instead, visits to Horten and Bodø, where 
both senators took part in a flight showing the 
capabilities of Norwegian's military aircraft, 
were the primary focus of attention. McCain, 
saying Russia has become a threat not seen 
since the Cold War, suggested it's possible the 
U.S. would invest greater resources in Norway 
if his party wins next year's presidential elec-
tion.

"I think it will depend on the Russians' ac-
tivity," he said during a press conference Mon-
day in Oslo. "If there gets to be even more in-
creased activity from the Russian side, I think 
we must make take a grip."

Which isn't to say McCain's Twitter fol-
lowers were completely apathetic. One praised 
his tour, saying Norway is an important ally. 
Another warned "keep an eye out for the bears, 
(but it's) still much less dangerous than D.C." 
And the inevitable heckler declared "what a 
waste of time and taxpayer money you are. You 
should be prosecuted. You're such a fraud."

JOHN MCCAIN / TWITTER

JOHN MCCAIN / TWITTER
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Increasingly fertile turf
Clusters of guillemots and northern gannets, above, gather on Bjørnøya in 2012, a year after two pairs of the latter species was first observed on the island. 
Gannets, at top right, are black during their first year, but grow whiter and develop yellowish head and neck feathers. The population of the species has 
rapidly increased at Alkeholmen at the southern tip of the island, lower right, but the steep cliffs have prevented researchers from close-up observations.

Seal euthanized after getting ensnared

HALLVARD STROM / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

A harbor seal ensnared with a cord working its way into animal's skin is observed in late July.
EGIL MOVIK / SYSSELMANNEN

Such incidents becoming more 
common as garbage in ocean 
increases, wildlife officials say

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They're relatively new to the area, but safe 
to say northern gannets are very satisfied with 
life in Svalbard.

The population of the species is increasing 
rapidly since two pairs of the seabirds were first 
observed on Bjørnøya in 2011, according to a 
report published last week by the Norwegian 
Polar Institute. A record 25 breeding pairs and 
more than 60 individual birds were spotted re-
searchers during this summer's annual bird 
count on the island.

The gannets are among numerous new 
species appearing in the archipelago but, unlike 
some other lifeforms, scientists aren't yet ready 

to attribute the birds' presence to climate 
change.

"More and more gannets in Svalbard may 
be a signal of a milder climate, but more re-
search and monitoring is needed before scien-
tists can conclude causes of population weight 
stone," the report states.

"However, it is well known that seabird re-
searchers over the past decade have revealed 
major changes in the seabird community in the 
north. Arctic species such as glaucous gulls and 
little auks are returning, while southern species 
such as gannets and great skuas are increasing 
sharply."

The changes in the area are probably just 
beginning, according to Hallvard Strøm, a Nor-
wegian Polar Institute researcher participating 
in the observations on Bjørnøya.

"We are expecting greater industrial activi-
ty in the Arctic, and so we should say some-
thing about the effects of climate change and 

increased human activity," he said in a state-
ment published in the report. "It is important 
that monitoring is established before the com-
mercial activity is going."

The gannets are sharing space at the south-
ern tip of the island with about 30,000 guille-
mots and fulmars, according to Svalbardposten. 
But Strøm told the newspaper he doesn't be-
lieve the new arrivals will pose a threat for the 
older species.

"There is a lot of vacant land on the island 
and they are taking advantage of larger prey 
than the other seabird species in Svalbard," he 
said. "They eat more fish than the others."

Researchers have been participating in a 
long-term monitoring of seabird species in Nor-
way and Svalbard since 2015. Reports and oth-
er data from their studies is available at http://
www.seapop.no/en/.

ROBERT BARRETT / UNIVERISTY OF TROMSØ

HALLVARD STROM / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

Northern gannet population in 
Svalbard growing rapidly after 
first observation of birds in 2011

A harbor seal severely injured after it 
became ensnared in a packing strap was 
euthanized after officials discovered it during a 
voyage in Hamburgbukta, according to 
Svalbardposten.

"Close-up photos show that it was the right 
thing to do," said Eigil Movik, a senior advisor 
for nature resource management to The 
Governor of Svalbard. He said the seal was 
probably ensnared long ago and the cord buried 
itself in the skin as the animal grew.

Such incidents are increasingly common  
due to the rising volume of trash in the oceans, 

the cast majority of which comes from the 
fishing industry, according to WWF. 
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Best for beast bottoms
Excavators of prehistoric fossils wrap up season with help from the best toilet paper money can buy

EXCAVATE from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A teams of student and professional researchers, left. uncovers the fossil of an unknown type of omphalosaurus believed to have existed about 245 
million years ago. At right, vertebrae and other fossils from one or more marine reptiles that existed about 238 million years ago are gathered.

Christina Ekeheien, left, performs yoga on a bundle of equipment near the end of this year's expedition. At right, Aubrey Roberts watches for polar bears 
during an overnight guard shift Aug. 14. The group was on heightened alert after a helicopter from the governor's office flew slowly over the area.

VICTORIA ENGELSCHØN NASH / NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The food isn't always great during those 
monster hunts, but at least the toilet paper is 
first rate.

It has to be in order to properly trap the 
monsters. Of course, when you're dealing with 
lots of creatures weighing hundreds of kilo-
grams – as this year's hunters were – it takes 
lots and lots of TP.

"Usually we fill two shopping carts with 
it," said Jørn Hurum, an Oslo paleontologist 
Jørn Hurum, following the end of this year's ex-
cavation of prehistoric fossils on Spitsbergen. 
The reason is "what you need to do is apply 

five layers of toilet paper that will cling to the 
bone" they are covered with plaster to preserve 
the specimens. 

"It's really important," he said. "The cheap 
stuff has too much fiber in it, so it will not dis-
solve as quickly as the expensive toilet paper."

Such are the lessons Hurum, and the stu-
dents and researchers accompanying him, have 
learned during ten summers of fossil digs that 
started back in 2004.

This summer focused on the first excava-
tion of fossils from the Triassic period about 
250 million years ago, when Earth's worst-
known mass extinction event occurred. The ex-
cavation sites at Flowerdalen were discovered 

by Hurum's team last summer and significant 
work remains despite the vast quantities of fos-
sils removed this year.

"All in all, we have with us six plaster cas-
ings from a huge fish reptile, 400 kilograms of 
sediment and bones from a bone layer, 54 bags 
of bones picked from the surface and seven in-
complete fish reptile skeletons," wrote Aubrey 
Jane Roberts and Victoria Engelschiøn Nash, 
two of this year's participants, in the expedi-
tions's official blog.

An English-language summary of the blog 
is available at tinyurl.com/ne8lnpv.

remain despite   
they are impermble 
hundred or thousands of kilograms of 

next yrs plan is to continue these layers. still 
need to find bettter for upper layer

plastic sticks to laysers

uually two carts with tp. you hae to buy the 
expeivw stuff . its really imp. the chea stuff has 
too much fibet in it, so it will not dissolve as 
quicky as the expensive tp.

I can't estimate, but Id say more than half

blog

SEA MONSTERS OF THE NORTH, PART XI: GIANT BOWEL MOVEMENTS

CHARLOTTE SLETTEN BJORÅ /NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

CHARLOTTE SLETTEN BJORÅ /NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM VICTORIA ENGELSCHØN NASH / NHM
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Eat cheap using others' heads 
BUDGET, from page 1

Haute date: If you and the subject of your infatuation are fun/creative enough to make a decent 
meal of these, it's probably a good sign. The supermarket also carries other "other" absurdly cheap 
animal parts at various times (one-kilo bags of frozen chicken feet were five kroner each a while back).

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Russia submits new North Pole 
claim to U.N., vying w/ Denmark 
and Canada for rights to riches

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It could be called a fight for the northern-
most chunk of ice in the worlion square kilome-
ters. Estimates indicate that t

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

arctic race? Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4648 or e-mail marksabbatini@ yahoo.com

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

listed prices end up a bit off before long.

Breakfast:
Grab a huge box of X-tra cornflakes (10 

kr.) and a liter of UHT milk (18 kr.) and you've 
got a week's worth of breakfasts for about the 
price of a cup of coffee (assuming your univer-
sity-level brain can figure out where to score 
free sugar packets). If you're into hot 
breakfasts, a 500-gram box Axa vanilla/raisin 
oatmeal (13 kr.) works, or a kilo of X-tra mues-
li (12 kr.) offers both options.

For those more into the European-style of 
things, the best place to find quality rolls and 
bread is the day-old selection at Fruene, where 
individual loaves (some of them enormous) and 
bags of four to five large rolls are 20 kroner 
each. Cold cuts and cheese are way expensive, 
but an 18-pack of X-tra eggs (48 kr.) and a tube 
of X-tra cavier (9 kr.) will last a long time.

One-kilo bags of X-tra coffee (8 kr.) will 
deliver the necessary caffeine fix, pharmaceuti-
cally speaking, but those with more discerning 
tastes will need to bite the bullet for pay for 
their preference. If you need a quick coffee fix, 
the only truly cheap option is the five-kroner 
cups of instant battery acid from the machine at 
Longyearbyen Library, but the cafe at Kul-
turhuset offers free refills of its 20-kroner cups 
– plus it's usually less crowded, the free wifi 
works better and there's more places to plug in 
your computer than at Fruene.

During the day:
A can of co-op chick peas (6 kr.) works 

great for making instant hummus – a liter of X-
tra rapeseed oil (12 kr.) will provide the lubri-
cant and many other uses. If you're not in a 
confined space with other people, cans of Co-
op tuna (7 kr.) are another durable and portable 
option.

If you're not in the mood to eat sandwiches 
made of day-old bread, a massive 520-gram 
package of Wasa's husman flatbread sells for an 
inexplicably low 11 kroner. A package of Wasa 
rice cakes (12 kr.) also offers a cheap crunch.

And speaking of cheap crunches, a huge 
bag of Co-op cheese puffs (9 kr.) is unbeatable, 
although a 300-gram packet of Co-op peanuts 
(13 kr.) might be smarter option in the field.

Those with access to a kettle can save 
themselves the walk to the supermarket and in-
stead indulge in one of the starving college stu-
dent's basic food groups – instant ramen noo-
dles – by perusing the huge and exotic selection 
at Longyearbyen Thai Shop (7 kr.). While 
there's plenty of other bargains for the open-
minded, caution is advised since the selection 
also offers a lot of budget-busting temptations.

Evenings:
For about 85 kroner you can buy a single 

serving of microwave lasagna. Or about five ki-
los of X-tra spaghetti or spiral pasta (about 10 
kr./kilo) and enough jars of X-tra tomato (8 kr.) 
or Co-op pesto (12 kr.) sauce to cover them.

Add two loaves of X-tra frozen garlic 
bread (12 kr.) and a large bag of Co-op frozen 
veggies (10-15 kr.), and you'll have plenty of 
cushioning for that initiation known as binge 
drinking. If your starch tastes are more Asian, 
five-kilo bags of X-tra rice (43 kr.) and one-
kilo boxes of quicker-cooking Uncle Ben's (15 
kroner) are common budget picks.

If those forms of starch are too healthy, 
1.8-kilo bags of X-tra frozen fries are 19 
kroner. They'll pair well with a 900-gram box 
of X-tra fish sticks (18 kroner). For fake fish 
variety, X-tra imitation crab sticks (8 kr.) can 
be used in creative ways with the above starches.

Speaking of creativity, some of the best 
bargains are the "odd bits" of animals that show 
up from time to time. Salmon heads, cod liver, 
pork rib fat, chicken feet and other things peo-
ple generally consider offal (yeah, we resorted 
to that tired pun) have been known to appear in 
inexplicable large and cheap quantities.

Lighter eaters might make do with Co-op 
dried tomato soup (6 kr. for a packet that makes 
one liter) and a chunk from a two-pack of X-tra 
heat-and-eat baguettes (10 kr.). And while 
we're generally omitting clearance-priced items 
since they're not consistently available, the 
cooler with red-tagged produce is the first place 
you should look for fresh fruit and veggies.

A few other random useful ingredients are 
X-tra cans of corn (2 kr.), X-tra taco kits (7 kr.) 
and 800-gram cans of X-tra fishballs (8 kr.) 

For homework or movies, a box of Co-op 
microwave popcorn (13 kr. for three bags) will 
fulfill the salt quotient, while two-liters bottles 
of X-tra soda (10 kr.) will offer a sugar rush in-
stead of one resulting in a hangover.
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Aug. 20
First day for Longyearbyen School 
students. Full day for grades 2-10 starts 
at 8:30 a.m.: first-grade students meet 
from 10 a.m.-noon.
Aug. 22
5 p.m.: Movie: "Minions" (3D), U.S. 
animated/comedy dubbed in Norwegian. 
No age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Aug. 23
11 a.m.: Mass w/ return of Priest Leif 
Magne Helgesen from summer protest of 
Israeli settlements in the West Bank. 
Svalbard Church.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Inside Out," U.S. 
animated, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 24
6 p.m.: Film screening: "The Feast of 
Trimalchio," w/ talk by artist Evgeny 
Svyatsky. Kunsthall Svalbard. 
7 p.m.: Sign-up meeting for adult 
Norwegian language courses. 
Longyearbyen School.
Aug. 25
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 26
6 p.m.: Movie: "Stille Hjerte," Danish 
drama, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 30
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Paper Towns," U.S. 
suspense film for youths, ages 9 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Bølgen," Norwegian 
catastrophe, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 6
5 p.m.: Movie: "Karsten og Petra På 
Safari," Norwegian children's film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Trainwreck," U.S. 
comedy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● July: Hottest month in recorded history
● U.S. approves first Arctic drilling permit 
● Muslim leaders ask for climate action
● It's not easy  to de-oil a polar bear

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Finnair to take flight at night

A hole cut out of the bottom of a wall at 
the entrance to Mine 3, above, was 

recently used by one or more vandals to 
enter the abandoned facility, according 

to Store Norske. "It is not only forbidden, 
but also extremely dangerous," Terje 

Carlsen, a spokesman for the company, 
told Svalbardposten. "The mine may 

contain both dangerous methane and air 
with little oxygen." At right, police 
inspect a cultural heritage site at 

Colesbukta where one or more 
unknowns persons recently lit a bonfire. 
Officials said there is a high risk of such 

illegal fires spreading. 

Hundreds of Longyearbyen 
residents, visitors left high and 
dry Sunday by damaged pipe

MALTE JOCHMANN / STORE NORSKE

INTERNATIONAL, from page 1
from Oslo to just about anywhere else in Eu-
rope."

Initial round-trip fairs at Finnair's website 
start at 198 Euro (1,829 kroner) for the roughly 
three-hour flights. The inaugural inbound flight 
is scheduled to to depart Helsinki at 11:45 p.m. 
(Finnish time) and arrive in Svalbard at 1:45 

a.m. (local time). It is scheduled to depart 
Longyearbyen at 2:45 a.m.

Passengers flying to and from the 
Longyearbyen will need to go through passport 
control and customs since Svalbard is not part 
of the Schengen Area.Finnair is opening four new routes to 

Edinburgh, Billund, Pula and Svalbard 
for summer 2016.

Blockheads behaving badly

THOR-ARLID HANSEN / SYSSELMANNEN


