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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy, with light 
winds and mild temperatures ranging 
from 2C to 6C.

Full forecast page 3

Cry for kelp: Polar bears turn to weed for 
'alternative' life as traditional foods vanish

Page 9

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.

icepeople.net

TORGEIR PRYTZ

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" Visitors use, destroy grill at 

cabin; some owners wonder if 
security cameras are needed

The grill area of a cabin owned by Torgeir Prytz 
lies damaged after being used by visitors.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

An unidentified Trondheim man won 13,58 
Twenty pe

See ENCOUNTERS, page 8
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A woman's dance group performs a traditional Russian routine during an evening gala Wednesday celebrating the 85th birthday of Trust Arktikgugol.

An "L.A. crime reporter" busts the FBI for 
leaving behind a flip-flop on foreign soil.

KJERSTiN ASKHOLT / SYSSELMANNEN

Trappings of prowler
Polar bear killed by Russian researcher is fourth to die in four months; one person punished to date

By MARION PRUDHON
Staff writer

Russians are flooding into Longyearbyen 
in force under very strange circumstances in-
deed.

The bus with the "Barentsburg" decal 
keeps going back and forth through town all 
day. The helicopter belonging to the state-
owned company Trust Arktikugol is making 
multiple flights. A ship with passengers atypi-

cal of the cruisers typically arriving this time 
of year. An "interesting passenger" arriving at 
the airport.

All this after struggling to meet some 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A polar bear shot Tuesday by a Russian 
scientist at Selvågen on Prins Karls Forland is 
the fourth bear killed in four months due to en-
counters with humans, according to The Gover-
nor of Svalbard.

"The bear was shot as he approached the 
tent camp," a statement by the governor notes. 
"The sequence of events is currently unclear, 
but is being investigated by the governor."

The bear, which was previously fitted with a 
ear tag for observation, was a two-year-old fe-
male weighing 155 kilograms, according to the 
statement.

The shooting comes about two weeks after a 
A female polar bear lies on a beach on Prins Karls 
Forland after it approached a Russian tent camp 
and was fatally shot by a researcher Tuesday.

SYSSELMANNEN

Strange invasion from the motherland prompts foreigner to crash 85th birthday party in Barentsburg 
RUSSIAN REVELUTION

See REVELUTION, page 6



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Welcome to the "just another brick in The 
Wall" episode – and we're obviously not refer-
ring to the Pink Floyd version since we're far 
bigger fans of their ""Zabriskie Point Love 
Scene (version 6)." This is all about our need to 
need to pretend the upcoming real-life soap 
opera in which our deranged editor is one of the 
main "characters." Take a look at page eight. 
Yup, our marketing department gladly took 
their money to run ads promoting the show for 
the next month. Now take a look at the photo to 
the right. Yup, the editorial folks gladly took a 
snippet of the ad and is using it to rant about 
the massive dementia we're all in for in for if 
the image of our Feckless Leader reflects the 
overall series. You'll notice the ad features four 
hearty Arctic-worthy souls…and some freakish 
idiot sitting outside with a computer. Zoom in 
on the coffee mug and there's a garish "Califor-
nia" logo on it. Skipping the finer points of "the 
wall" where ad and ed don't mix, the global 
conglomerate overlords of Icepeople agree the 
show is basically declaring war on a lunatic 
we'd usually sell out for a latte spiked w/ 
Bailey's. And why is he giving the serious Evil 
Eye toward one of the show's most popular 
characters unless he's being cast as an 

Omarossa supervillain? Then there's that dog at 
his feet, a surreal sight to those of us accus-
tomed to seeing pets immediately cozy up to 
our wacko wordsmith purely out of an instinct 
of the torture they're inflicting. We're still de-
bating whether to cover for him when he makes 
some statement to the press like "I'm more a 
dog person than a cat person, in the sense I'd  
be more likely to name the latter 'Punt.'"

 But it's not like I'd refuse a cannine served to me while 
visiting a Chinese family or refrain from agressively kicking 
one licking my crotch." But since our boss is a gutless chick-
enshit weasel, good luck now winning her affections.

But this week's rumor rant is devoted to a couple of of 
items showing we haven't completely sacrificed our souls for 
good or evil. First, in showing we're able to keep "the wall" 
between ads and editorial content separate, you'll notice the 
show's promo "still" photo is now an ad that will appear dur-
ing the next month (and maybe more). But that isn't stopping 
us from pointing out our Fear-filled Leader seems destined to 
play the Evil Villain, as 

battle of the trailers: Brazil takes the gold. Clips that are 
five seconds long instead of 0.5 seconds. North Pole 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Now this is real off-the-grid extreme 'reality'

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

What's wrong with this picture? Not including 
this dude's horrible taste in clothes, hairstyle and 
apparent inability to tie his shoelaces.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

BBC EARTH

CANAL OFF
Francisco Mattos watches for polar bears at 89 degrees latitude north during the North Pole 
Marathon in April in a scene from a Brazilian reality TV series titled "Minha vida en Artico" ("My life 
in the Arctic"). The 13-episode series premiered June 3 on a cable network with 20 million viewers 
and focuses exclusively on Mattoss, who has lived in Longyearbyen for about five years. An 
except from the marathon episode and links to other footage is available at tinyurl.com/j7z43ma.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com



Page 3August 9, 2016

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. SW winds to 18 
km/h. High 5C (2C wind chill), 
low 2C (0C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds 
to 15 km/h. High 6C (3C wind 
chill), low 2C (0C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 11 
km/h. High 5C (3C wind chill), 
low 4C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 4C (2C), 3C (-1C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 5C (1C), 2C (-1C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, 
p. cloudy, 6C (3C), 2C (-1C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 6C (2C), 5C (2C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 15 
km/h. High 5C (3C wind chill), 
low 4C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

July sets another local heat 
record, plus record rainfall 

A year of record-breaking temperatures in 
Longyearbyen continued in July as the city 
experienced its first-ever recorded month 
where 11 days were more than 10 degrees 
Celsius, according to Torgeir Mørk, a meteo-
rological official at Svalbard Airport. The pre-
vious record was eight days, set in 1988 and 
1998. The average temperature during the 
month was 3.5 degrees above normal. It also 
appears there was a record amount of rainfall, 
with 49.3 millimeters as of July 27, compared 
to the annual average of 18 millimeters.

Replacing water main will cut 
off service, roads at times 

A new water main being installed along 
Hilmar Rekstens Vei will likely disrupt road-
ways and water service at homes and busi-
nesses from Vei 222 to 230 until the project is 
completed in October, according to city offi-
cials. The four-million-kroner project is de-
signed to increase the water capacity flow to 
the area, primary for firefighting purposes, 
said Einar Olsen, a city engineer. In addition, 
if the current water main must be shut down 
for some reason it affects water service in ar-
eas beyond such as Haugen and Nybyen, he 
said. Olsen said efforts will be made to dig up 
only parts of roads so that access to homes is 
still possible and residents will be notified in 
advance about any water outages.

Date of snow "stem" break  
is also winner's anniversary

The mountain has been shrouded in fog 
for some time, so perhaps someone else de-
serves a moral victory. But the official winner 
of this year's "when will 
the stem break" on the 
snow "champaign glass" 
on Operafjellet is Emma 
Johansson-Karlsson, the 
only person to pick the 
date of July 22, which is the first time the 
mountain was visible where the snow stem 
was severed. Johansson-Karlsson said she 
picked the date because it's her wedding an-
niversary. As the contest's winner, she now 
has a bottle of Lanson Black Label Brut to 
celebrate the occasion with her husband.

'Mud wedding' muddles morning 
monster hunt, but bridezilla 
brings a pair of her own on boat 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

When your workers are hunting the Loch 
Ness monster, it's likely you'll get an unusual 
question or two from them.

But a request by Stig Larsen to "borrow" 
the whole crew for about 30 minutes when they 
were supposed to be reporting to work still 
seemed a bit eccentric given the limited amount 
of time they have to complete their project. 
What followed next was even more so.

“Well, I am going to get married today, in 
camp," he told everyone. "And you are all in-
vited.”

On top of that startling announcement the 
group learned Larsen's fiancée, Lillian, would 
be visiting the camp along with a group of 
"kept-in-the-dark friends from their local geolo-

gy club" and a smuggled-in justice of the peace, 
wrote Aubrey Roberts, a member of the mon-
ster hunting team, in a post this week on the ex-
pedition's official blog (at tinyurl.com/zxjunsl). 
And, thus, the annual excavation of prehistoric 
fossils in western Spitsbergen was put on hold 
during what she deemed "a nice day for a mud 
wedding."

"Wedding invitations were passed around 
with the morning coffee and we had about 30 
minutes to prepare," Roberts wrote. "PhD stu-
dent Bitten Bolvig Hansen created a bridal bou-
quet of duct-tape roses, bow ties, and bows for 
the girls. Even in the field, certain expectations 
need to be reached."

The boat arrived and, after the expected be-
wilderment, the bride showed up in a "gown" 
and the groom in a "tux" that looked remark-
ably alike (albeit well-suited for digging in the 
Arctic dirt). A three-gun salute was fired after 
they exchanged vows and a wedding cake that 
looked like a big batch of cinnamon rolls from 

Newlyweds Stig and Lillian Larsen walk down the isle after their wedding in a prehistoric graveyard.
VICTORIA ENGELSCHION NASH

'SEA MONSTERS 
PART XII: BRIDE OF THE LOCH NESS MONSTER
OF THE NORTH'

See BRIDEZILLA, page 4



A black bridal bouquet, left, as just one of many usual touches at a wedding held in a prehistoric graveyard. At right, workers go about digging up graves.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Graveyard vows
VICTORIA ENGELSCHIØN NASH

Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

BRIDEZILLA, from page 3

VICTORIA ENGELSCHIØN NASH

VICTORIA ENGELSCHIØN NASH
Riflemen fire a three-gun salute to the newlyweds.

Wedding attendees indulge in the traditional feast 
of fossil hunters, washed down with apple juice.

Fruene (a cafe who's name appropriately trans-
lates to "wives") was shared.

"And the groom had already given the 
bride her wedding present: a large shoulder tat-
too of two plesiosaurs shaped as a heart, with 
the date written underneath," Roberts wrote.

But their mutual fondness for the marine 
reptiles meant the couple spent much of their 
wedding day digging up gravesites along with 
the rest of the crew. Although, Roberts notes, 
"the newlyweds did get their own 'tent suite' for 
the night and best-man Øyvind had to find 
somewhere else to sleep."

The day was just another chapter in an ec-
centric series that occurs here at this time every 
summer due to a well-established scientific the-
ory: dinosaurs are cool.

Never mind that, scientifically speaking, 
it's prehistoric marine reptiles and not dinos be-
ing dug up from their graves. The "wives" cafe 

sells handmade "fossilsjokolade" using ubiqui-
tous dinosaur molds and gift-shop trinkets are 
generally equally indistinguishable.

The excavation teams, led by Oslo paleon-
tologist Jørn Hurum, have achieved worldwide 
notoriety during their 11 years of work by dis-
covering new species that are given catchy 
names like "Predator X." For Hurum, it's sim-
ply good marketing that draws people's atten-
tion and hopefully gets them interested in the 
more substantial aspects of their findings.

This year's featured creature is the Loch 
Ness monster, better known to scientists as a 
plesiosaur that roamed the Earth roughly 200 to 
235 million years ago. The excavators are try-
ing to learn why the animal suddenly showed 
up during that era and what species they may 
have evolved from, continuing extractions from 
a site they visited last summer.

The whole lizard digs camp got a surprise Monday 
morning when Stig asked to borrow the group for half an 
hour. We thought we only waited for a tourist group from 
Vestfold Geology Association, and the surprise was great 
when Stig began handing out invitations. We were all invit-
ed to the wedding!

 Duck Tape saved the day, as so often before!
crummy weather let up. large batch of cinnamon rolls 

baked in the wee morning hours – at Fruene (English trans-
lation: "wives"), of course – and rushed up on a dayboat.

 Sharon Pieczenik
Roberts describes the plesiosaurs as “a full-flippered 

Loch Ness monsterlike animal … a group of marine reptiles 
with unique adaptations for aquatic life … [that] ruled the 
world’s oceans, while the dinosaurs roamed on land.” How-
ever, the origins of this impressive creature are unclear. Un-
til 2012, the earliest remains of a plesiosaur appear sudden-
ly in rock layers from the Late Triassic age, roughly 
200-235 million years ago. But what of their existence be-
fore that period? From what form did they evolve? Who are 
their ancestors? 

Yesterday, we dug one of the largest quarries in the 11-
year history of the expeditions. We hurled about 18 metric 
tonnes of rock around the quarry. Our goal is to excavate a 
bone bed (“Grippia” bone bed), which we started to take 
out last year. A bone bed is a large concentration of bone, 
which could have been collected up for example by an un-
derwater current. In our case, the “Grippia” bone bed con-
tains fossils which represent a large part of the vertebrate 
(animals with backbones) ecosystem ~247 million years 
ago. We have found fish, various shark teeth, marine am-
phibians and a large number of small bones belonging to an 



Highlands hype
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Wiggo Antonsen, a Longyearbyen taxi driver, appears likely to be the most-seen "character" in a reality TV show about Svalbard based on early footage.
BBC EARTH

The first TV promos for the BBC docu-soap 'Svalbard' are out – here's what they tell us to expect 

See SURREALITY, page 8

ENCOUNTERS, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The 30-second ad features a polar bear pelt 
as the main character, while the humans tend to 
flash by in one-second snippets. The main im-
pressions are we're quirky (a word used in the 
TV listing), cold and carry guns.

There is nothing hinting at potential major 
plot points such as the near-end of coal mining 
and the fatal avalanche last Dec. 19 – or "in-
vented" ones such as a polar bear invading 
town this spring.

And one thing that is clear is Wiggo An-
tonsen is about to become a far more famous 
local cab driver than The Man Many Believe Is 
Rod Stewart.

Antonsen is getting "first among equals" 
billing in the initial promotional material for 
the ten-part series "Svalbard: Live On The 
Edge (outside Norway the title is "Ice Town: 
Life on the Edge" – although some references 
are still using the apparently discontinued name 
of "Ice People: Life on the Edge"), scheduled to 
begin airing Aug. 29 on BBC Earth. A multi-
second shot of him lighting his pipe opens the 
ads, and he stands front and center in a print ad 
that features some of the nine other "characters" 
in the background to varying degrees.

He was chosen to promote the show during 
a media event in Oslo last week, where a show 
producer said the decision to "cast" Antonsen 
was an easy one.

"Just look at him," said Wendy Rattray, a 
producer with Hello-Helo TV, which filmed the 
series from last October until the end of May. 
"He looks fantastic! I loved him from the be-
ginning. He was an amazing character."

Antonsen, in preview footage released to 
the media, is seen discussing his impressions of 
the Northern Lights when he arrived in 
Longyearbyen and entertaining tourists on a 
bus with lines like "auroral borealis…it's unpre-
dictable as women" in his thick Scottish accent.

His thick white beard, pipe and chaffer's 
cap reinforce the emphasis on eccentric folks 
who, in the show's words, "live an extreme life 
'off-the-grid.'" Antonsen told Aftenposten the 
show might end up overplaying that element.

"For them, the snow on the road is 
extreme," he said. "It's not exactly extreme for 

Svalbard when we have snow on the roads 
throughout the year except during the three 
summer months."

But Antonsen, whose wife Claudia is also a 
"character" in the show, said he enjoyed the ex-
perience and is optimistic about how the show 
will affect Svalbard.

"I hope it will be well received and that 
people take it for what it is," he said. "Also, I 
hope for more tourists. We live by driving 
tourists, so it will help if more come here."

Mary-Ann Dahle's famous fur coat stars as the lead character in an advertisement now airing in 
Norway for the new 10-episode "docu-soap" about Svalbard. She also appears likely to be among 
the "characters" who will get the most screen time if the full show reflects the promotional material.

BBC EARTH
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

Daylong party for lifetime comrades
REVELUTION, from page 1

A Barentsburg youth, left, performs during the evening gala in the cultural center celebrating the 85th birthday of Trust Arktikugol. At right, Elena 
Vladimirovna Tsikolenko and Nikolaï Ivanovich Lavrinenko get a history lesson from Ivan Velichenko at the Pomor Museum during the daylong celebration.

MARION PRUDHON / ICEPEOPLE

people in Barentsburg a couple of weeks ago 
because nobody was "available" between then 
and now. 

What's going on? Surely this is something 
other than a bunch of tourists. 

Putting all pieces together – and rather by 
chance because the “secret” was well-kept – I 
finally got it: Aug. 3 is the celebration of the 
85th anniversary of the company that oversees 
Russian settlement. That's tomorrow!

I hastily book and jump onto a boat to see 
how Russians celebrate such event.

The reception area of the settlement's only 
hotel is crowded with VIPs, a trio of employees 
working meet their expectations. The restaurant 
is elaborately decorated, the staff almost dou-
bled and all are wearing suits. 

Even though officials got a hasty warning 
about my arrival as I was jumping on the boat, 
meeting the top leaders of the settlement's  
overseers is a challenge.

“You see this man who grabbed the first 
one? He is our big big top boss – don't talk to 
him!” one of the tourism employees whispers, 
pointing at Alexander Petrovich Veselov, 
whose common clothes and pullover offer no 
indication he's the head of Trust Arktikugol.

This is definitely not the formally-dressed 
protocol of my homeland of France.

Since nobody in charge is answering me 
and I have no interest in turning a celebration 
into a diplomatic incident that starts a war in 
Spitsbergen, I find and talk with a guide – a 
former miner – who's between two guided tours 
for the passengers arriving on the boat. 

“Today, only the first shift is working, but 
the second and third shifts are having a rest to 
give the opportunity to all people to take part in 
the concert and big party at the sport hall,” says 
Konstantin Chukulaev, referring to the evening 
bash that highlights the celebration.

When I ask what the inhabitants are ex-
pecting from this celebration, entertainment is 
mentioned first. 

“It is a big holiday – 85 years are so many 

years!" he says. "Especially people who spend 
a lot of time here, 10 years or even 20 years. 
For them, it is very big entertainment.”

“I came here in 2009. Unfortunately, I 
didn't have the opportunity to see how people 
celebrated 80 years, so now I'm glad to see it.”

“A lot of people came here in the last six 
months. For these people, it is only a holiday. 
They know nothing about here or about Sval-
bard.”

That prompts a second, more substantial, 
train of thought.

“We are waiting for 65 persons: the formal 
director of coal mine, famous people who 
worked here and some people from the govern-
ment," Konstantin says. "Maybe these people 
coming today will make decisions in the future 
for our settlement."

With that, he rushes off to the next group 
of awaiting visitors. Nobody else nearby is 
available. So I try the only people who always 
live on a different schedule: researchers.

The same answer: a day of entertainment. 
After all, there's aren't a lot of day-to-day 
events in Barentsburg.

When asked about Konstantin's hope, the 
two researchers who saw the 80th anniversary 
call it “a deep hope."

“My first visit was five years ago and Bar-
entsburg was very different from now," says 
Vasily Shishkov, a PhD student at the Geogra-
phy Institute. "They made a new road, they 
painted buildings, built new ones. But the life 
of people here didn't really change.”

See REVELUTION, page 7

Hard times: Barentsburg's history has featured many tragic moments, including the destruction of 
the Russian settlement's coal mine as part of Operation Gauntlet during World War II in 1941.

LEBENDIGES MUSEUM



More than a pretty facelift
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9
A traditional Russian meal, left, and not-so-traditional video entertainment awaits VIPs during the celebration in Barentsburg. At right, participants in the 
celebration depart the cultural center for the dinner and other late-night festivities. The event, which attracted hundreds of visitors, lated until 4 a.m.

MARION PRUDHON / ICEPEOPLE

TRUST ARKTIKUGOL

The buzz about the anniversary started a 
week ago (perhaps further back among those 
participating in it) as preparations for the cele-
bration began. Everybody is now working hard 
and the welcoming repetition lasts the entire af-
ternoon in the concert hall under the direction 
of Ekaterina Shabratchkaya.

When asked about the other work (roads, 
parkings and so on), the workers say there was 
no pressure on them and it was independent of 
the celebration. Again, it's different mentality 
than in France where the “look” of things 
would be quickly fixed before an event (hey, 
you don't want these VIP's to walk on half-re-
paired streets). Afterward, nothing else would 

be done to finish the repairs and/or make it part 
of another infrastructure project.

Waiting for the concert, Trust Arktikugol's  
guests split into different activity groups. Fish-
ing, trekking up the hills, enjoying the view at 
the radar station, simply talking about old 
memories. I join two of them visiting the Po-
mor Museum.

Nikolaï Ivanovich Lavrinenko says he 
“worked here for five years, in Barentsburg and 
in Pyramiden, and fell in love with the Arctic." 
He keeps returning, and by now knows all 
fjords and bays as he describes some of his 
memories about them in front of the map of 
Spitsbergen.

I make plans to meet him and his compan-

ion, Elena Vladimirovna Tsikolenko, the next 
day for a trip to Pyramiden.

The concert starts right on time at 6 p.m.. 
Everything is under control, including the 
roughly 50 people on stage, Ekaterina 
Shabratchkaya announces each part of it. The 
90-minute show is well-paced, alternating per-
formances by Barentsburg's students and the-
ater troupe, pictures and videos reliving the full 
history of Trust Arktikugol's activity at Gru-
mant, Barentsburg and Pyramiden, and presen-
tations from various people in charge and the 
Russian emissary from The Governor of Sval-
bard.

The shows celebrates the Russian Federa-
tion and the brotherhood of people. Pupils re-
cite poems about love in the family of miners. 
There a clear sense of belonging among the 400 
people on stage and in the audience. When four 
men and two women are decorated for their 
lengthy and positive achievements here, the en-
tire crowd showers them with applause sharing 
their intense pride.

After the concert, residents enter the sports 
hall for a meal and a party, while guests go to 
the special VIP dinner at the restaurant. Starting 
at 8 p.m., the merriment lasts until 4 a.m.

Again, in the eyes of a French transplant, 
the impression is of everyone recognizing their 
place – a cog, but a necessary one, in the big 
picture –  each as useful as the other and recog-
nized as such. 

They celebrated their successes, their soli-
darity in times of struggle, paid tribute to their 
past and cast an optimistic eye on the future. As 
for those hopes about the future, Daria Soldato-
va – in charge of culture projects – had plenty t 
say about the settlement's plans, but that's a sto-
ry for another time…

 about new museum and ex-
hibition hall, but this will be an-
other story...

Trust Arktikugol

(Olga Shevchenko dressing 
tables)

(Ekaterina Shabratchkaya, 
on stage)

( S e r g e i V i c t o r e v i c h 
Tsikolenko, Elena Vladimirovna 
Tsikolenko, Youri Yermolayev, 
working in Trust Arktikugol in 
Moscow but never worked here, 
and Alexander Naumkin, who 
also worked in Piramiden, talk-
ing in front of the culture house, 
after the concert).

 (E lena Vlad imi rovna 
T s i k o l e n k o a n d N i k o l a ï 
Ivanovich Lavrinenko following 
the high-speed talk of Ivan 
NAME at the Pomor Museum)

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

REVELUTION, from page 6

And better ones: A recently painted building in Barentsburg highlighting classic Soviet architecture  
is part of a large-scale rebuilding effort as officials hope to lure tourists and scientists to the settlement.
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ENCOUNTERS, from page 1

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
A male polar bear, left, roams near the Austfjordneset trapping station earlier this month, defying efforts to scare him off. After evaluating several 
options, including evacuating the station, officials decided to euthanize the bear and fly it from the station to Kinnvika (both highlighted in red on map)

trapper was fined 20,000 kroner for negligence 
after firing what he thought was a rubber bullet 
at a mother polar bear, but was a buckshot load 
instead. The incident at the Austfjordneset trap-
ping station also forced officials to euthanize 
the mother's cub after experts concluded it 
would not survive on its own.

A fourth bear was killed in April when it 
trapped four Finnish men on a beach on north-
ern Spitsbergen, forcing one of the men to 
shoot it to drive it off. Officials had to seek out 
the wounded animal and decided to kill it after 
seeing the extent of its injuries.

The men were subsequently judged to have 
acted in legitimate self-defense.

The trapper at Austfjordneset and a com-
panion also said they had no choice but to shoot 

upon suddenly encountering the female bear af-
ter returning from a trip, but the lack of aware-
ness about the man's ammunition load was 
deemed sufficient for a criminal case.

"The shot that killed the female bear was 
intended as a warning shot," a statement re-
leased by the governor at the time noted. But 
"the trapper had loaded the weapon with differ-
ent types of ammunition and he did not know 
the order when the shot was fired. The prosecu-
tor considers this negligence."

The amount of the fine was determined by 
prosecutors in the Troms/Finnmark region after 
taking the trapper's financial status into 
account, according to the governor's office. The 
trapper, informed about the fine when visited at 
the station by representatives of the governor, 
agreed immediately to pay the fine.

The man and a companion were selected 
by the governor to serve as caretakers at the 
station for a year, beginning their shift in late 
May. After evaluating the incident, both men 
are being allowed to continue their stay, Lt. 
Gov. Berit Sagfossen told Svalbardposten.

"But we have followed up with a long con-
versation about dealing with polar bear inci-
dents," she said.

The trappers found themselves in another 
polar bear encounter about a week ago when a 
bear believed to be about two to three years old 
refused to be driven off by non-lethal means. 
Officials flew to the station, tranquilized the 
bear and and flew the animal further north to 
Kinnvika.

,that may have revealed what the cub's 
life would be like had it been a year older.

"The trappers called at 10 a.m. and said 
the bear had repeatedly tried to approach the 
cabin," Police Chief Lt. Irene Sætersmoen 
told Nordlys. "They had done their utmost – 
with a broomstick, a flare gun and rubber 
bullets – to scare it away without success."

Such behavior is unusual for a polar 
bear, but Sætersmoen said it may have been 
due to the foodstuff at the station.

"But based on our analysis we found out 
that this was a relatively young bear, only two 
or three years old, and which probably has 
recently been separated from its mother," she 
said. "So it might not have ever known how 
to behave."

Or "it may simply seem like we have to 
deal with young bravado," Sætersmoen 
added.

Officials from the governor's office and 
Norwegian Polar Institute arrived at the sta-
tion at about 8 p.m. the same day, and con-
sidered several options including evacuating 
the station. Ultimately, the bear was sedated 
and flown north to Kinnvika.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SYSSELMANNEN

Trapper fined 20K for mistaken shot



"Serving up the straight scoop on predatory vegans "

Polar bears eating more kelp 
and grass as ice gets thinner

A lack of sea ice has meant poor spring 
hunting for polar bears in recent years and they 
often have trouble finding food in the summer. 
But Svein Wik said he discovered the animals 
partaking in an alternative diet a few weeks 
ago on Nordaustlandet on Svalbard. "We saw a 
polar bear family that had settled on the hill-
side and was eating grass for several hours a 
day," he said. "We were in the area for three 
days and the bears had this pasture session dai-
ly. It was very extraordinary to see a predator 
eating large amounts of grass. I've never seen 
that before." Wik, who works as a nature pho-
tographer and tour guide for Arctic Wildlife 
Tours AS, said he also observed bears eating 
large amounts of kelp, along with more tradi-
tional foodstuff like whale remains when they 
could be found. Jon Aars, a polar bear re-
searcher at the Norwegian Polar Institute, said 
it is not unusual for polar bears to eat greenery 
during the summer, but the reasons aren't fully 
known. "It doesn't give nourishment and ener-
gy, and the polar bear is not benefiting from 
this diet as cows and moose do," he said. 

"Maybe polar bears eat grass to keep their 
stomaches in line or to stave off hunger. We 
know that many polar bears are starving in the 
summer."

– NRK

Swedish, Canadian ships to 
meet in Svalbard for research 

About 70 researchers from 14 countries are 
scheduled to participate in a joint research ex-
pedition in Svalbard aboard two icebreakers be-
ginning this week. The Swedish icebreaker 
Oden, participating in its 18th expedition, is 
scheduled to depart Tuesday with a group of 45 
researchers from countries ranging from Russia 
to Columbia to Trinidad. Participants will ini-
tially focus primarily on collecting data for 
studies in environmental chemistry, marine ge-
ology and atmospheric research. The ship will 
eventually meet up with the Canadian icebreak-
er Louis S. St-Laurent, whose 24 researchers 
are studying, among other things, the length of 
the Canadian continental shelf. The two ships 
will participate in a join project collecting sam-
ples at the Amundsen and Makarov basins of 
the Arctic Ocean.

-  RIA Novosti

Arctic cod far more vulnerable 
to oil spills than thought

Scientists say they are alarmed by a new 
study showing even small amounts of oil spills 
may affect the growth of Arctic cod, causing 
birth defects and death. "The fact that such tiny 
amounts of oil pollution will lead to such re-
sults is in itself both startling and important," 
said Jasmine Nahrgang, a professor at The Uni-
versity of Tromsø – The Arctic University of 
Norway who participated in the study. The 
species is relatively common and a food source 
for seals, whales and seabirds. The cod lay their 
eggs between January and March, which float 
to the surface and settle under the ice, making 
the eggs especially vulnerable to spills since 
that's where oil also accumulates. For the 
project, the researchers captured Arctic cod in 
Svalbard, and transported them to Tromso and 
Kårvika. The cod were then kept until they 
were spawning, with the eggs exposed to vari-
ous concentrations of pollutants. The eggs were 
then exposed to various concentrations of pol-
lutants.

– NRK

TUESDAY

MONDAY

MONDAY
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SUNDAY

See DAILY, page 10

SATURDAY

A polar bear feasts on kelp on the shore of Nordaustlandet. Researchers and other observers say the animals eat more foliage during poor sea ice years.
SVEIN WIK



U.S. bombers buzz Svalbard 
as Russia boosts Arctic plans

 Russia has been aggressively expanding 
its military presence in the Arctic in recent 
years, including "buzzing" the borders of north-
ern Norway and Svalbard with fighter jets and 
nuclear subs, not to mention visits from suspi-
cious persons The United States conducted its 
own such incursion this week as B-52 and other 

bombers flew across a large portion of the Arc-
tic, including the archipelago, as part of "Oper-
ation Polar Roar." The jets flew from Minot Air 
Base in North Dakota, across Canada and 
Greenland towards the North Pole, and then 
turned and continued south to near the border 
of Svalbard. Officials said there was nothing 
improper about the mission. “This flight was 
not within Norwegian airspace,” said Maj. Elis-
abeth Eikeland, a spokesperson with the Joint 
Head Quarters. The expedition was one of the 
largest in the Arctic involving the bombers, 
which are built to carry nuclear weapons. The 

flights started a few hours after Russia on its 
Navy Day again announced large plans for Arc-
tic naval activities this autumn. The U.S. exer-
cise was designed to strengthen the bomber 
crews’ interoperability, and demonstrate the 
ability of the bombers to provide flexible and 
vigilant long-range global-strike capability. 
Three B-52s and two B-2s took part in the exer-
cise. In addition to flying around the North 
Pole, the strategic bombers also flew over the 
North Sea and the Baltic Sea, while others flew 
over the Pacific side of the Arctic.

– The Independent Barents Observer

 US Air Force reports. NATO’s Al-
lied Air Command at Ramstein Air Base 
in Germany says several European na-
tions participated in the exercise, includ-
ing Danish F-16s and JAS-39 Gripens 
from the Swedish Air Force. 

  when asked about the B-52 with call 
signal “Mytee 51” Monday morning.The 
B-52 was part of “Operation Polar Roar” 
an US Strategic Command Cruise ship 
tourists are again paying a high price to 
become garbage collectors in Svalbard as 
passengers aboard the M/V Ortelius 
cleaned up about 16 cubic meters of 
waste from 4.25 nautical miles of shore-
line during a voyage this month. The total 
is 3.3 cubic meters than collected during a 
similar cruise last year, when  Oceanwide 
Expeditions initiated the concept of a 
cruise where half of the shore time is 
spend cleaning up beaches. The cleaning 
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

SATURDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9

THURSDAY

A U.S. military bomber flies over Arctic skies near the North Pole during an exercise by five planes than approached the edge of Svalbard at one point.
KATHERINE THORNTON / U.S. AIR FORCE
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.

www.unis.no

Photo: Nils Pe!
er Dale

Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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Aug. 10
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
Aug. 10-11
Noon-1:30 p.m.: Art workshop for 
youths ages 7-12. Kunsthall Svalbard. 
Aug. 13-14
Ten-peak hike of mountains surrounding 
Longyearbyen. Details at tinyurl.com/
hr5fxb8. 
Aug. 13
7 p.m.: Presentation of annual fossil 
hunt by Jørn Hurum w/ three-course 
meal. Gruvelageret. Details at 
booking@svabardexplorer.no. 
Aug. 14
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Svalbard Day gathering w/ 
presentation by Svalbard Museum 
Director Tora Hultgreen. Svalbard 
Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Captain Fantastic," U.S. 
action/thriller, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 16
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 17
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
Aug. 21
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Independence Day: 
Resurgence," U.S. action/adventure, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Aug. 23
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 24
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Everybody Wants 
Some!" U.S. comedy, no age limit 
specified. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● China planning nuclear voyages in Arctic 
● Climate change causes anthrax outbreak
● Baby walruses trampled as ice melts
● Arctic football team plays on ship deck

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Appearing on the cover of the competition makes the author the official bag lady of this fishwrapper.
FACSIMILE FROM SVALBARDPOSTEN 

A bold 'bag lady'
Rant: Homeless? A true story 
about ‘that woman holding all 
her belongings in a plastic bag’

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARION PRUDHON
Staff writer/official bag lady

Most locals have probably seen the cover 
of the most recent Svalbardposten and know 
people (or were among them) joking about 
“that woman holding all her belongings in a 
plastic bag.” I will tell you her true story.

Arriving from France seven weeks ago, she 
is haunting the streets of Longyearbyen, Pyra-
miden and Barentsburg. She put an ad in Sval-
bardposten looking for a flat so, technically, 

yes, it seems she has no roof. Even according 
the housing standards of St. Martin’s Canal in 
Paris, sharing a less than a two-by-two meter 
tent with a dog definitely makes her homeless. 

 I was even told that on Saturday she squat-
ted inside a warm bus the whole day among the 
cruise tourists. Maybe some of them even took 
pity on her and gave her some money!

So, I hope you had a lot of fun.  I am usual-
ly known as “the Swiss girl with the dog” – 
here it could be “the crazy woman who wants 
to works with Russians” or maybe “the only 
homeless woman of Longyearbyen.” Well, as 
long as people know who I am…I don’t care.


