
“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.
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circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Double moralists': Parliament leaders say 
hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper
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Weather summary
Very warm with moderate winds 
through the weekend; cooling slightly 
early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See RACISM, page 8

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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Take our alternative walking tour and see Svalbard's real sites 

These three sites may have names that are 
unprintable in English in a real newspaper.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

A set of portable outdoor toilets, left, is a new summer landmark in the center of Longyearbyen following multiple incidents where tourists opted to 
take a whiz in outdoor public places often frequented by kids, such as the skateboard ramp in the city square. At top right, a worker taking a short 
nap marks where a penniless visitor attempted to sleep in lieu of a hotel before the governor exiled him from Svalbard. At bottom right, an old barn 
stands intact near Svalbard Church despite a car stolen by by a drink driver landing upside down on the roof when the vehicle slid off the icy road.

A map of the whirled

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The suggestion Svalbard has racist terrain 
is certainly stirring up a colorful debate, even if 
the opinions and the people giving them are 
pretty much all of a single hue.

Svalbardposten reported last week that 
three locations in the southern part of the 
archipelago have names that start with the Nor-
wegian equivalent of "negro" (or the even more 
pejorative "n" word, according to some). Odd-
veig Øien Ørvoll, head of the naming commit-
tee for the Norwegian Polar Institute, told the 
newspaper there were no plans to reconsider re-
naming the mountains and it's never come up as 
an issue, but "if someone were to submit a case 

Suggestion Svalbard has places 
with racist names doesn't go 
over well with pale-faced locals

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

A niggardly debate?
Cracks due to climate change damage can be 
seen on and inside buildings everywhere.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

We get it. You're one of the cattle. But you 
don't want to feel like one of the cattle.

Coming off a cruise ship with 4,000 
people it's hard not to feel everyone in 
Longyearbyen is trying to milk you while 
following the herd aimlessly because…well, 
they must be going somewhere interesting. 

So you stumble through the overcrowded 
museum, shops and pubs, and get back on the 
ship trying to convince yourself you had a 
great time in the extreme Arctic.

So we say screw the classic so-called 
sights and sites. Do any of the pictures in this 
box move you? They should – and if you read 
our exclusive alternative tour map in the center 
of this week's fishwrapper you'll learn why.



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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to express your wrath
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Werewolves vs. storm troopers. It sounds 
like yet another cliché game (and we'll get to 
that in a moment), but it's the debate we faced 
about what to lead off with here this week. 
Werewolves eek out the win on the basis of 
Real Weirdness, as researchers are bestowing 
that classification on a species of zooplankton 
found in Svalbard. They've been dubbed 
werewolf zooplankton "not because they are 
covered in hair and ravish virgins, but the 
way they respond to moonlight," according 
to Jørgen Berge, a University of Tromsø pro-
fessor and leader of the project, in an interview 
with the Express of London (www.tinyurl.com/
nrvdtgm). Basically it has to do with synchro-
nizing their feeding habits according to the 

moonlight during the polar winter, rather than 
being dormant as previously believed. But, de-
spite their fearsome name, Berge said the tiny 
creatures are the ones under threat due to cli-
mate change and increasing human activity in 
the far north …  Still, bad as warming waters 
and oil tankers might be for those helpless 
werewolves, we're guessing they'll fare a lot 
better against those than the Imperial Walkers 
and other weaponry from "a long time ago," as 
Svalbard turns out to be one of the battle-
ground sites in the upcoming "Star Wars 
Battlefront" video game. Specifically, its 
"desolate valleys" provided the sounds for the 
Hoth ice planet, according to Design & Trend 
(www.tinyurl.com/ngjmkn6). The other ex-
treme, obviously, is Tatooine, whose sounds 
were recorded in Dubai.

http://www.designntrend.com/articles/57820/20150724/star-wars-battlefront-
dice-audio-game-hoth-endor-new-maps.htm

Hoth was a much more relatable task for Minto, especially considering that the 
man grew up in Sweden; the place where those scenes were originally filmed. While 
there, he spent lots of time focusing on the resonance of wind as it blew through 
trees and vegetation. So-called "desolate valleys" of Svalbard were the prime record-
ing locations for the planet's most open areas.

t San Francisco's fog is that in 1950, the US military conducted a test to see 
whether it could be used to help spread a biological weapon in a "simulated germ-
warfare attack."

Read more: http://www.businessinsider.com/the-military-tested-bacterial-
weapons-in-san-francisco-2015-7#ixzz3frEcl6s9

trumps subtlety whenever it sees its chance. 

He also expressed confidence that Russia can do everything itself: from special 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Um, the silver bullets aren't working: Go 
ahead…try to put three through its heart.

This torture test is a product publicist's wet dream

A polar bear mom plays rough with a spy camera set up outside a den in Svalbard by a BBC 
documentary filmmaker earlier this year. The resulting footage captures some of her cub's first 
steps outside  the den from standard, sideways and upside down perspectives. The mother also 
shoots an up-close facial selfie before delivering a fitting "ending." The video, part of the 
documentary "Polar Bear – Spy on the Ice," can be seen at www.tinyurl.com/owkuvvp.

 v=tSeM7cQD4_c 
Icebergcam, Blizzardcam and Snowballcam are a new generation of 
covert devices on a mission to explore the Arctic islands of Svalbard 
in Norway. Backed up by Snowcam and Driftcam, these state-of-the-
art camouflaged cameras reveal the extraordinary curiosity and 
intelligence of the polar bear. 

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

DE AGNOSTINI

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

JOHN DOWNER PRODUCTIONS

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. NW winds to 42 km/h. 
High 12C (9C wind chill), low 
7C (3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 32 
km/h. High 8C (5C wind chill), 
low 4C (1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Mostly clear. NW winds to 32 
km/h. High 13C (9C wind 
chill), low 10C (7C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 11C (7C), 8C (5C), light 24:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, 12C (9C), 7C (4C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, 10C (7C), 8C (6C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, 9C (6C), 7C (5C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 32 
km/h. High 13C (9C wind chill), 
low 10C (7C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A prize haul that stinks

Volunteers, top, collect trash from a beach on northern Spitsbergen during The Governor of 
Svalbard's annual cleanup cruise that ended Monday. At lower left, several reindeer antlers are 
snagged in a fishing net discovered during the cleanup. At lower right, bags of trash are stacked 
onto the governor's Polarsyssel service vessel for transport back to Longyearbyen.

'Trash lottery' winners clear 101 
cubic meters of trash from north 
shores during cleanup cruise

SOLVÅR REITEN / SYSSELMANNEN

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Man who vandalized housing 
complex faces heavy fine

A man responsible for vandalizing a 
housing complex at Blåmyra by running amok 
while spraying a fire extinguisher and leaving 
feces in a sink has been located and is 
agreeing to pay the costs incurred during 
cleanup, according to The Governor of 
Svalbard. "We received tips that led to that 
our f inding the person," said Irene 
Sætermoen, a police chief lieutenant for the 
governor. "He has been in for questioning, 
where he acknowledged the facts." The man, 
who has 20 to 30 years of ties to Svalbard, did 
not give an explanation for his behavior, but 
apparently was intoxicated at the time 
Sætersmoen said. The cleanup costs exceeded 
more than 10,000 kroner and he will be fined 
6,000 kroner for forcing the fire department to 
respond to a false alarm. "When someone has 
literally made a fool out of themselves, as in 
this case, we forgive the sinner," Sætersmoen. 
"I think it's proper and honest that he will 
make up for it, even though it is an event we 
took very seriously."

Now we know what a forest 
fire looks like in Svalbard   

An usual yellowish haze seen over parts 
of Svalbard earlier this month apparently was 
from a large wildlife in Alaska in June that 
destroyed more than 45 homes, according to 
the Norwegian Institute for Air Research. Per 
Erik Hanevoll, manager of the Sverdrup 
Research Station in Ny-Alesund, asked the 
observatory for the analysis after spotting the 
haze drifting in over Kongsfjorden on July 10, 
which seemed to have a sulphuric taste.

Man dies after falling off boat
A Norwegian man in his 40s died after 

falling off a fishing boat Tuesday afternoon 
about 50 nautical miles southeast of Hopen, 
according to the Norwegian Rescue 
Coordination Center. "Cardiac resuscitation of 
the man was attempted by the rest of the crew 
aboard the boat, but it was eventually 
determined by a doctor at the hospital in 
Longyearbyen that it had gone on so long it 
was not possible to save his life," said Tore 
Hongset, a rescue leader for the agency. 
Therefore the rescue operation was called off."

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Winning the "trash lottery" so you can be 
Svalbard's version of a "sanitation engineer" is 
awesome. Getting a big prize is more of a 
mixed blessing.

Twenty-four winners of a drawing involv-
ing more than 200 people cleared a total of 101 
cubic meters of garbage from the shores of 
north Spitsbergen during the annual cleanup 
cruise hosted by The Governor of Svalbard.

"Most of it is plastic garbage from the fish-
ing industry such as nets, ropes, trawl balls and 
strapping," wrote Solvår Reiten, an advisor for 
the governor's environmental department, in a 
summary of the eight-day trip that ended Mon-

day. "Plastic garbage drifts with the currents 
and can cause major damage to bird and ani-
mal life in Svalbard. Reindeer can get their 
antlers trapped in net scraps, and plastic parti-
cles in the stomaches of fish and birds can 
block their nutrient intake."

While the cruises, now in their 16th year, 
are rewarding for participants because of the 
experience and environmental benefit, there's a 
downside to scoring such large hauls at previ-
ously-visited sites. 

"It takes an average of six years from when 
a beach is cleaned to when the pollution has 
reached the same level again," Reiten wrote.

The cleanup volunteers worked in two 
teams for half of the expedition, with a shift 
change by helicopter at the midpoint. The col-
lected garbage is being sent to the mainland for 
incineration.
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Moral imperilment
SCARS, from page 1

ANN KRISTIN LINDAAS / KMD

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, left, delivers a "Climate Mass" at the base of a coal mining trestle in Longyearbyen in June. At top right, 
Kim Holmén, international director of the Norwegian Polar Institute, keeps watch for polar bears during the Mass. At bottom right, Ole Arve Misund, 
managing director of UNIS, welcomes people to the official unveiling of the book "The Ice is Melting: Ethics in the Arctic," which he co-edited with 
Helgesen and Holmén. The book, originally released in Norwegian in February, was published in English in May.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

He doesn't appear to seom see as a radical 
call for a boycott of all Israeli goods, but hope-
fuly about substantial progress toward a much 
larger goal.

Having cracked down on where humans 
can go and do in east Svalbard, officials are 
now looking west.

Visitors will soon be forced to clean their 
shoes and clothes to 

“Seeds 
Yet there was a party atmosphere under the 

starry sky. Suddenly we observed four Israeli 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

In a book full of questions, one of the 
toughest to answer is who this book is for.

It treats man-made climate change as fact, 
which eliminates an unfortunately large per-
centage of the population. It reveals little infor-
mation a climate expert doesn't already know 
and doesn't make pure villains out of culprits 
that climate activists would surely like to see 
eviscerated. And ultimately the an-
swer to all those questions is less than 
satisfying: we need more and better 
dialogue with each other.

That said, "The Ice is Melting: 
Ethics in the Arctic" is an important 
and impressive book for those who 
will be inclined to read it. An alternate 
title might be "Svalbard's Greatest Climate 
Change Hits" since the 246 large-volume pages 
feature a series of essays by experts – including 
academic, religious, political and business lead-
ers – approaching the subject from a wide vari-
ety of viewpoints. It may not alter the views of 
climate realists, but it should vastly improve 
their focus on what preventative actions are 
necessary (or, rather, ethically correct), and en-
sure they're more thoroughly informed and or-
ganized when/if those "dialogues" take place.

As the title suggests, the book's ostensible 
purpose is examining ethical issues related to 
climate change, a tricky prospect since – as an 
early essay by two of the authors notes – it's a 
clash of theory vs. science. But it's also a famil-
iar challenge for essay co-author Svalbard 
Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, who is 

also one of the book's three co-editors, since he 
was a climate activist on behalf of the church 
(institutionally speaking) years before Pope 
Francis issued his call to "revolution" in June.

If climate skeptics do happen to pick up 
this book, they'll be able to find plenty of 
nuggets to cherry pick in support of their cause 
(and painting those "alarmists" as hypocrites). 
Kim Holmén, another co-editor and internation-
al director of the Norwegian Polar Institute, 
notes early on in an essay summarizing the 
Arctic's climate issues that "the best climate 
models today are based on the best knowledge 
we can muster, but they still have weaknesses 
that are easily exposed."

Never mind he then goes on to 
note scientists are aware of the weak-
nesses and benefit from identifying 
them, and "destructive critics dismiss 
the models...but fail to suggest a 
means of enhancing the models." Or he 
and several other essayists detail the 
impacts of climate change in Svalbard, 

and its role limiting those impacts, with the pre-
cision of a diamond cutter. As the O.J. murder 
trial showed three decades ago, 21-billion-to-
one scientific odds mean nothing if doubters 
are convinced the data is made up.

There's two overall strengths in the book's 
essay approach. First, as the book's three co-ed-
itors observe in their introduction, "some read-
ers will perhaps be provoked by the absence of 
certain voices and opinions" – which means the 
more shrill voices on either side of the issue 
(i.e. Greenpeace's demand for a ban on all Arc-
tic oil drilling) are skipped in favor of more re-
alistic debate.

Second, the variety of authors – and even 
multiple essays by a single author – ensures a 
level of readability for all mindsets. Helgesen, 
for instance, contributes with the philosophical 

theory/science chapter (and revisits the theme 
again when ponding the church's role), pens a 
first-person fable about "an arctic dove of 
peace" struggling to keep from starving, and 
provides an analysis of commercial activity in 
the Arctic where (get ready to pounce again 
skeptics) he essentially says coal mining in 
Svalbard isn't that bad while calling for other 
areas and industries to limit their activities.

The weakness in the essay approach is pre-
dictable: much of what's presented is repetitive. 
Various authors cover virtually every aspect of 
climate change as it relates to Svalbard, branch-
ing out into subjects like fossil erosion and the 
seed vault. But they almost by rote have to 
preface and support their presentations with oft-
stated assertions (i.e. climate change is happen-
ing faster in the Arctic than anywhere else, to 
cite a simple and obvious example). 

Most of the authors agree there aren't easy 
ethical resolutions to the problems they present 
and, while acknowledging persuading doubters 
is difficult, continue to make the case action is 
necessary to shape prevailing opinions over the 
long-term, much like slavery.

One problem with that approach is, accord-
ing to their own arguments, humanity can't wait 
decades to act to prevent horrific consequences. 
A non-overbearing approach also means, as Hol-
mén writes in the penultimate paragraph, "tak-
ing responsibility for the future is not done by 
pointing fingers at individuals, sectors or politi-
cians. Climate change is a problem that requires 
the full commitment of elected and positive 
civilizations where all sectors, private and pub-
lic, are devoted towards creating new alterna-
tives and solutions." And that, some climate ac-
tivists will doubtless argue, is an ethically de-
batable conclusion in itself.

Do you really want to pretend he's asleep? 
You know that new fine they have for stupidity…

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SOFIA MERCADEL / NPI

Review: 'The Ice is Melting' asks 
right questions about ethics and 
climate; answers remain elusive
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icepeople.net
For everyone who's said "you should charge for your paper" 
and/or appreciate an English source of local news and/or 
articles about stuff not in the "real" newspaper 
In the true spirit of alternative newspapers, we've 

kept Icepeople free (and unlike some of them, 
also free of porn and "hookup" ads) because it's 

a labor of love – and we have a fierce 
independent streak, editorially speaking. But this 

is your chance to show you mean it with a 
voluntary "subscription" that can help cover 

our costs. An eight-page issue like this costs 10 
kroner apiece just for photocopying, to say 

nothing of other expenses (which doesn't include 
"luxuries" like our editor's massive coffee and 

other survival costs, which he's trying to deal with 
through various fledgling bits of work). Multiply 
that over the course of year (or several) and…

well, it adds up rather fast if one guy's paying for 
virtually all of it. 

Notice how it's tastefully low-key, with 
no pop-ups, autoplay videos or mad 

Flash effects to get your attention? 
We hope so, because we'd really like 
to keep it that way and prove peopler 

don't have to be bludgeoned. 

Want more details or to hear this groveling in person? Contact our editor at marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638.

We've literally given our all to keep you informed and 
entertained about all things Svalbard for years…

…now we're asking you to help us keep helping you

For those who just want to make some 
money (not that there's anything wrong 
with that, since we obviously do as well)...
We're stepping up our efforts to provide more coverage in print and online, with 
the hope of making large newspapers like this the norm while continuing to 
provide daily updates about breaking news at our website. As part of that, we're 
also now hoping to lure advertisers who appreciate the large local and 
global audience we're built up during the past six years – if not for our sake, 
then because it's a prime opportunity to reach the visitors (actual and potential) 
who discover this miracle on ice through us, plus of course Svalbard's huge and 
growing number of international residents. Our rates are rather cheap, so if 
you're one of those "alternative" businesses sharing our woes of struggle, it's an 
idea way of getting attention along with the major players.
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RACISM, from page 1

July 28
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 2
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Mission: Impossible – 
Rouge Nation," U.S. action/thriller, no 
age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Aug. 4
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 9
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Pixels" (3D), U.S. 
comedy/sci-fi, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 11
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 14
7 p.m.: Svalbard Day celebration, with 
history presentation and music. Svalbard 
Church.
Aug. 16
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Trainwreck," U.S. 
comedy, no age limit specified 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 18
7 p.m. Evening Mass and fireplace social. 
Svalbard Church.
Aug. 22
5 p.m.: Movie: "Minons" (3D), U.S. 
animated/comedy dubbed in Norwegian. 
No age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Aug. 23
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Man From U.N.C.L.," 
U.S. action/comedy, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset. 
Aug. 26
6 p.m.: Movie: "Inside Out," U.S. 
animated, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● 40% of world oblivious to climate change
● Study: GMO rice can cut CO2 emissions
● U.S. brain-eating amoeba due to climate
● Climate scientists being assassinated?

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Dark prospects for nixing 'neger' 
Negerfjellet is one of three areas in southern Svalbard named for their large amount of black rocks.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

ANDERS SKOGLUND / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

to us in connection with this, it is something we 
will have to take up for consideration in accor-
dance with our guidelines."

If the readers responding to the article and 
an online poll – who voted 92-4 against chang-
ing  the names – are any indication, that's not 
likely to happen anytime soon.

"What will be next week's experiment?" 
wrote Werner Jørgensen, calling the article a 
"new low" for the paper. "Should NP rename 
Pakkisen?" (Which could, in theory, be trans-
lated as "Pakistani" or "riff-raff" instead of 
"pack" ice.)

Even Rune Berglund Steen, head of the 
Anti-Racist Center in Oslo, told Svalbard-
posten that, while better alternative names cer-
tainly exist, it's not something his agency plans 
to pursue because "we are work with a number 
of cases that are far more important."

The names – Negerfjellet ("mountain"), 
Negerdalen ("valley") and Negerpynten 
("point") – came from British sailors in the ear-
ly 1600s due to high content of black rocks.

It's worth noting black residents in Sval-
bard are far and few between. On the other 
hand, people from more than 40 countries are 

living in the archipelago under its loose resi-
dency laws – including a large Thai population. 
Few, if any, incidents involving open racism 
have been reported in recent years, although 
some internet forums over the years have sug-
gested it's not entirely absent.

"There's a lot of low-level racism in Nor-
way in general and Svalbard is no different," 
wrote a Reddit user, who stated he lived in 
Longyearbyen "during my formative years 
(16-20)," in an "Ask Me Anything" forum five 
year ago.

A 2007 discussion at asiaforum.no suggest-
ed some Norwegian parents didn't let their kids 
play with Thai children – and comments quickly 
turned ugly with unsupported accusations most 
Thais were involved in shady activities.

Oddly, the longest online debate about the 
recent "Neger" debate, which has been pub-
lished in other Norwegian media this week,  
seems to be at NeoGAF.com ("a nexus of hard-
core gamers, enthusiast press, and video game 
industry developers and publishers"), where, 
again, the prevailing opinion is the issue is po-
litically correct nonsense.

 
http://www.neogaf.com/forum/showthread.php?t=1085712

In such a small society people accept you as a person if you stay for some time, 
but don't expect an immediate acceptance.

, 
92-4 don't change
Elisabeth Norheim, Facebook page w/ lots of racism related posts
Norwegian Polar Institute should come out of hibernation they have been in since 

the revised names when Svalbard was Norwegian in the early 1920s. -
The longest online debate, oddly, seems to be at NeoGAF is a nexus of hardcore 

gamers, enthusiast press, and video game industry developers and publishers. 
http://www.neogaf.com/forum/showthread.php?t=1085712
 Are people really offended or is that another example of doing silly things be-

cause it could be that some people could be offended by the names of random places in 
Norway - although everyone knows that the names aren't offensive in whatever ways? 

Color of the rocks, I would say spanish version. Well, it comes from the latin, ni-
grum, they probably wnated to give it a more latin sounding name than just calling it 
black.


