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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Double moralists': Parliament leaders say 
hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper

icepeople.net

A polar bear fees on the remains of a white-beaked dolphin in Raudfjorden on July 2, 2014. The 
dolphin is believed to belong to the same pod as dolphins eaten by a bear three months earlier.

WENCHE RAVLO

Weather summary
Partly cloudy and breezy, with 
temperatures warming through 
early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See CLIMATE, page 3

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Back into battle Open to intrepreation Out of retirement Svalbard blows big time
Nordstjernen 
like newborn 
again at 59      

Page 3

Is there a giant 
headless dog 
somewhere?

Page 4

Priest returns 
to West Bank 
to aid refugees   
icepeople.net

Revealed: our 
massive 'coke 
mines'

Page 2

See BUYOUT, page 4

Mine 
not 
yours

Polar bear seen eating species 
for first time; climate change 
blamed, skeptics still shrugging

Dining on dolphin By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Store Norske is breathing a sigh of relief 
after getting its bailout by a nearly unanimous 
vote in Parliament. But the decision intended to 
keep the company alive at least through next 
year is also upsetting many people, including 
private shareholders being forced to give up 
their holdings at what some say is a shocking 
low price.

Approval of 500-million-kroner bailout 
was expected, but the 96-3 vote was notable be-
cause lone Green Party member Rasmus Hans-
son was among those voting in favor despite 
the party's repeated call for an end to all mining 
in Svalbard.

"It would obviously be totally irresponsible 
to the employees and the Svalbard community 
to let Store Norske go bankrupt almost 
overnight," he said during the parliamentary de-
bate. "The employees, the company, the Sval-
bard community and Norway need some time 
to plan for Norway's presence in Svalbard after 
coal mining."

The three members of the Socialist Left 
Party, which has also long sought an end to 
mining in Svalbard, voted against the bailout.

The government, which owns 99.9 percent 
of Store Norske, will provide the company with 
a 205-million-kroner loan and pay 295 million 
kroner for the company's real estate holdings. 

Parliament OKs Store Norske 
bailout, but private shareholders 
upset about being forced to sell 

SAMUEL BLANC / WWW.SBLANC.COM

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Of course the internet caught fire: It's two 
of mankind's most-adored animals (click) in a 
horrifically graphic and savage image (click) 
promoting that ultimate threat/hoax known as 
climate change (click, click, click).

But like all the other "unprecedented" 
events recently, all the chatter is just adding 
up to more hot air – if only of the virtual type.

"Polar bears are eating dolphins and 
freezing the leftovers" is one of the headlines 
being used by hundreds of publications and 
websites after a team of researchers in Sval-
bard published their observations this month 
in the journal Polar Research.

The researchers stated several such inci-
dents have been observed since April of 2014, 
when a bear was spotted with two dead white-
beaked dolphins.

"We think the bear killed them (using) a 
similar technique as killing seals,"said Jon 
Aars, a polar bear expert with the Norwegian 

Polar Institute, in an interview with New Sci-
entist.

The study indicates the dolphins were far 
more north than usual during spring due to the 
diminishing sea ice cover. But the sea mam-
mals were subsequently blown off course by 
strong winds and trapped beneath the sea ice 
until they found a small hole and emerged for 
air, where they bear was waiting.

"The bear had consumed most parts of 
one dolphin," the four researchers wrote in 

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
A map marked by black dots shows sites 
where polar bears have been observed eating 
dolphin carcasses since April of 2014.



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Whoa…it seems Svalbard may have a very 
lucrative future in mining after all. Our dwin-
dling coal deposits may never make it back into 
the black, but we've now got the Great White 
Hope, according to an Italian visitor who 
has revealed the existence of "coke mines" 
covering a vast area of Spitsbergen. Apparent-
ly built before 1946, "everything has remained 
intact" since men abandoned them, wrote Liliana 
Monticone in a blog post titled "Svalbard, 12 
reasons to choose them" (tinyurl.com/ngahqt5). 
We can think of many reasons the miners 
stopped – ranging from a collective fatal over-
dose to achieving riches beyond the gross na-
tional product of every nation on Earth – but as 
Monticone's photo shows, it clearly wasn't due 
to tapped-out deposits. We learned a few other 
things from her listicle, such as the "Pink Zone" 
in the core of Longyearbyen is guaranteed to be 
bear-free and "in Pyramiden you can see the 
history of human stupidity." Because we're not 
actually cruel, we'll point out much of the 
seeming absurdity is due to language and lay-
out issues, but it's still mind-blowing – so to 
speak – to ponder the possibilities with all that 
"snow" … Svalbard doesn't exactly have a 
large Muslim population, but with visitors ar-
riving by the thousands on ships and planes it 

seems worth mentioning we'll be the toughest 
town in the world for those observing Ra-
madan when it begins Thursday. The dawn-
to-sunset fasting thing has long presented prac-
tical and theological difficulties for those in the 
polar zones, but new rules from the European 
Council for Fatwa and Research state the faith-
ful should use the most recent sunrise and sun-
set times. In Longyearbyen, that means fasting 
from 1:52 a.m. to 11:50 p.m. which, among other 
things, might put a chill on their spirits dur-
ing the annual summer solstice beach party 
Saturday at the Svalbard Sailing Club. Luckily, 
the bonfire might cure some of that since they'd 
probably pass on the hot dogs anyhow.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

It's carbon neutral!: Still, we're guessing the 
permit applications to restart work in these 
massive mines are a real bitch.

So close, yet far, from the crowds

Ole Skov Jensen and his wife Susanne, 
above, take photos of themselves next 

to a polar bear sign at the intersection of 
Longyearbyen Harbor leading away from 

town. The couple from Copenhagen 
went against the flow of virtually all of 

the other visitors disembarking from the  
about 4,000-passenger MSC Splendida, 
right, when it docked Saturday morning. 

The vessel is the largest cruise ship to 
ever dock in Longyearbyen.  Photos by 

Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

LILIANA MONTICONE

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com



Page 3June 16, 2015 Page 3

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. E winds to 25 
km/h. High 5C (1C wind chill), 
low 3C (0C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. SE winds to 22 km/h. 
High 5C (1C wind chill), low 
3C (-1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 22 
km/h. High 5C (2C wind chill), 
low 2C (-2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 5C (2C), 3C (-1C), light 24:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, 3C (-1C), 3C (-2C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, 6C (4C), 3C (-1C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, clear, 9C (6C), 6C (4C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Trade minister returning to 
discuss Svalbard's future

Minister of Trade, Industry and Fisheries 
Monica Mæland is scheduled to visit Svalbard 
on June 25 and 26 to continue discussions 
with government and business leaders about 
the area's future as it tries to restructure in the 
wake of the Store Norske crisis. Mæland, who 
recommended a 500-million-kroner bailout 
package approved by Parliament last week 
that will keep Store Norske operating through 
next year, said finding new industries is vital 
even though coal mining should be considered 
an important part of the future. "It is important 
to maintain both economic activity and a set-
tlement in Svalbard," she said.

Nordstjernen again cruising 
in Svalbard after overhaul  

The Nordstjernen, a 59-year-old ship that 
supposedly departed Svalbard for good in 
2012, is again taking tourists on cruises this 
summer in the archipelago after getting exten-
sive refurbishments.  returns with millions in 
refurbishments. The former Hurtigruten vessel 
was purchased in November of 2012 by the 
Bergen company Indre Nordhordland Damp-
båtlag, which invested 15 million to 20 million 
kroner in the upgrades, said Hilde Fålun Strøm,  
Spitsbergen Travel's project manager for the 
cruises. The ship is scheduled to make two 
weekly sightseeing voyages with room for up 
to 100 passengers from Longyearbyen until 
Aug. 28, and return at least next summer and 
possibly for several years beyond.

New environmental advisor 
has advised governor before  

Knut Fossum, 53, a section director for 
the Norwegian Environmental Agency, is 
scheduled to become the new senior environ-
mental advisor to The Governor of Svalbard 
this fall. Fossum, who will replace Guri 
Tveito at the end of her fixed-length term, was 
a conservation advisor to the governor from 
2006 to 2008. He graduated with a degree in 
nature management from the Norwegian Uni-
versity of Life Sciences, and worked for 
Nordland's regional government and as head 
of the natural heritage section for the national 
environmental agency.

Friday
Partly cloudy. E winds to 25 
km/h. High 5C (1C wind chill), 
low 2C (-1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

ASSISTANCE, from page 1

Bears add dolphins to diet
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There's not much chance of missing its 
gleaming yellow cabin on a clear day, but the 
less-than-ideal days are when it's most likely to 
be appre

New one-of-a-kind city service 
boat will assist in emergencies 
in addition to transport duties

CLIMATE, from page 1

A male polar bear covers the carcass of a white-beaked dolphin with snow on April 23, 2014. The A 
hole in the ice near the dolphin is where it and a companion apparently emerged and were caught.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

their study (tinyurl.com/p24263k). "When ob-
served he was in the process of covering the 
mostly intact second dolphin with snow. Such 
caching behavior is generally considered un-
typical of polar bears."

At least seven additional dolphin carcasses 
were observed in or near the same area during 
the summer and fall, according to the study.

"We suggest, based on the area and the de-
gree to which these dolphins had decayed, that 
they were likely from the same pod and also 
suffered death due to entrapment in the ice in 
April, the researchers wrote. "At least six dif-
ferent polar bears were seen scavenging on the 
carcasses."

The long-term implication is dolphins may 
become a significant food source for bears as 
they struggle to adapt to the loss of their tradi-
tional feeding areas and prey.

"Entrapments of pods of white-beaked 
dolphins may provide a significant source of 
food for some bears locally over a longer peri-
od of time after such an incident," the report 
notes. "An increase of white-beaked dolphins 
in areas where the sea ice shifts northward 
may, given the significant size of these 
animals, offer a new prey or carrion food 
source to bears in an environment where ac-
cess to ringed seals and bearded seals may de-
cline in future years."

Polar bears – along with a multitude of 
other species – have been experiencing a vari-
ety of never-before-seen behaviors and hard-
ships that are being attributed to climate 
change. One study published earlier this year 
notes the bears are also increasingly feeding on 
sea birds along coasts because of the lack of 
sea ice, while another study that went virtual 
asserts pollutants are make their penis bones 
more fragile.

What the revelations aren't doing, however 
is swaying people's opinions any more than re-
ports about climate change impacts that don't 
include cute animals.

Many commenters on websites ranging 
from London tabloids to science magazines ex-
pressed sympathy for one or both species, with 
some noting the visible ribcage of bear in one 
photo is indicative of the trouble they're having 
finding prey. Others, regardless of their belief 
in climate change, asserted the study shows po-
lar bears aren't as endangered as scientists fre-
quently claim.

But beyond those relatively focused com-
ments, the vast majority of responses stuck to 
predicable rants about evil polluters, evil scien-
tists getting rich scaring people, and plenty of 
snark asking why folks are sympathizing with  
"remorseless carnivores."

The bear ate most of one dolphin, but buried 
the other in the snow – another unusual behavior, 
according to the researchers.

"We think he caught the second dolphin be-
cause he could, and then had extra food later," Aars 
told the magazine.

Dolphins are common in Svalbard during the 
summer, but the rapid diminishing sea ice means 
the sea mammals are apparently now making their 
way north during other seasons.   The study sug-
gests the dolphins may explanation could be that 
the Svalbard waters were unusually warm at the 
time, and that a pod of dolphins had become 
trapped there when strong northerly winds had 
pushed them out of open water and in among the 
ice..

  The researchers 

Polar bears in Svalbard  team of Svalbard re-
searchers observed and photographed 

"We suggest they were trapped in the ice after 
strong northerly winds the days before, and possi-
bly killed when forced to surface for air at a small 
opening in the ice," scientists wrote in their new 
study on the phenomenon, published in the journal 
Polar Research. (tinyurl.com/p24263k).

s in late April 2014. Collecting data in Sval-
bard, Norway, Aars's team stumbled across a bear 
with two dead white-beaked dolphins, a species no 
one had ever seen the bears preying upon before.

The bear, pictured below, had already eaten 
most of the first dolphin but couldn't finish all of 
its catch in one sitting. So it made use of the natu-
ral freezer, storing a second dolphin – still largely 
intact – under the snow for a later snack, presum-
ably.

Hiding leftover food is a rare behaviour in po-
lar bears. "We think he caught the second dolphin 
because he could, and then had extra food later," 
says Aars.

Subsequently, the team came across at least 
five other polar bears feeding on dead dolphins in 
the same area.
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What you spend on coffee in a week can provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year
A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper. 

We've published this for years for free out of love, but we do need some back to pay the bills.
Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

By the 

June 16
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringbygget 3,   
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
June 17
6 p.m.: Movie: "Jurassic World,", U.S. 
adventure/sci-fi, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
June 19
9:15 a.m.: Master's thesis presentation: 
"Ice and Brine production in Hornsund," 
by Marthin Arntsen. UNIS.
6 p.m.: Art talk by Jonas Stampe, 
curator for international live performance 
art festivals. Galleri Svalbard. 
June 20
5:30 p.m.: Summer solstice beach party. 
Svalbard Sailing Club.
June 21
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Nut Job" (3D), U.S. 
animated/children's dubbed in 
Norwegian, ages 7 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Entourage," U.S. 
comedy, ages 11 and up. Kulturhuset.
June 23
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
June 28
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Terminator Genisys," 
U.S. action/adventure, no age limit 
specified. Kulturhuset. 
June 30
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
July 5
7 p.m.: Movie: "Magic Mike XXL," U.S. 
comedy, all ages. Kulturhuset.
July 12
7 p.m.: Movie: "Mandariner," Estonian/
Georgian drama/crime, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Norway's NATO missile aid irks Russia
● Norwegian Air eyes Tromsø-U.S. flights
● Pope: Climate action a moral imperative
● 140-year-old Arctic Ale sells for £3,300

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Relief, anger as bailout OK'd

A rock decorated by Swedish artist Joakim Stampe keeps on eye on passerbys along the main 
pedestrian walkway in the center of Longyearbyen. Stampe is in Svalbard from June 14 to 22 as part 
of the Arctic Action live art festival, featuring five individual or group artists visiting intermittently and 
exhibiting largely improvised works at various locations. A presentation about such works is 
scheduled at 6 p.m. at Galleri Svalbard. Information about the project is at www.arcticaction.info.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

BUYOUT, from page 1
The company is nearly bankrupt after a record 
loss of 537 million kroner last year due primar-
ily to low coal prices and still faces an uncer-
tain future, with officials saying they will de-
cide next spring if prices are recovering 
enough to continuing mining beyond 2016.

The bailout came only days after Parlia-
ment voted to rid Norway's oil wealth fund of 
investments in mining and power companies 
that generate more than 30 percent of their out-
put or revenue from coal. That – plus the fact 
oil is Norway's dominant source of revenue – 
has triggered a flurry of national and interna-
tional accusations of hypocrisy.

"Do not be surprised (next year) if still-
low coal prices trigger demands for more oil 
money to rescue coal," wrote Jan-Arild Snoen, 
a Conservative Party member, in a column in 

Aftenposten disagreeing with his party's ap-
proval of the bailout. "And if the answer is no, 
the blue government in the meantime wasted 
hundreds of millions because it is unable to cut 
through and exit an unprofitable relic."

Also unhappy are many of Store Norske's 
private shareholders who, while owning a mi-
nuscule percentage of the company, don't want 
to relinquish their shares. The bailout includes 
spending 385,000 kroner to acquire outstand-
ing shares  government will acquire all out-
standing stock 1,945 kroner a share.

"I'm actually shocked at the low price," 
said Arnt Årnes, who through a company owns 
20 shares he wants to keep largely for senti-
mental reasons, in an interview with Svalbard-
posten. "I'm terribly against it."

creating plenty of bad feelings,   n
Arnt Årnes 

Robert Hermansen

Decapitated or buried up to its neck?


