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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Double moralists': Parliament leaders say 
hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper
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Tourists board zodiacs during a tour in Isfjorden, the only part of Svalbard not off limits to the vast 
majority of large cruise ships using heavy oil. The tourism industry is trying to make the most of its 
limited access by expanding offerings such as "slow cruising," fossil hunts and building new trails. 

WENCHE RAVLO

Weather summary
Cloudy and gusty, with rain at 
times, through the weekend; partly 
cloudy early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See PILGRIMAGE, page 6

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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Heavy adjustments

International 'climate pilgrimage' 
begins with prayers for global 
action, coal mining in Svalbard 

Sacrifice for thee, not me?

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's been a record-setting year for tourism 
so far and at least one cruise season record will 
be set Saturday when the largest ship ever 
docks in Longyearbyen.

But tour companies are facing a weighty 
challenge this summer as a ban on heavy oil in 
nearly all parts of Svalbard has cruise lines 
casting a wary eye on the drastically smaller 
area passengers can visit.

As a result, this is a critical summer for a 
town already attempting the formidable task of 
doubling its tourism industry during the com-
ing years to replace a sharp drop – and possible 
halt – in coal mining that until recent was the 
area's dominant economic activity. 

New ban on cruise ships in most 
of Svalbard raises challenge for 
tour industry in major transition 

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen leads a "climate Mass" on a hillside next to an ancient 
mining trestle. The former coal processing plant and modern-day power plant are in the background.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

As the first step in a "climate pilgrimage," 
it was a precarious one. Prayers for leaders to 
help the global community by taking action to 
combat climate change – accompanied by 
prayers for leaders to help the local community 
by keeping coal mining alive in Svalbard.

About 20 people started the pilgrimage at 
noon Sunday by gathering in Longyearbyen for 
a "climate Mass" on a hillside next to an an-
cient mining trestle, with the decaying former 
coal processing plant and pollution from the 
smokestack at the power station dominating the 
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Since it's the first big cruise ship week of 
the year, we're welcoming the masses with a 
tailored-for-you version of our apparently ob-
sessive weekly updates on the hijinks of Dmity 
Rogozin, undisputed Twitter Tyrant of the Arc-
tic. The Russian deputy prime minister is still 
spouting off about his Obnoxious Svalbard 
Adventure in April by telling the geeks at 
the Tehnoprom-2015 convention it's time to 
shop local while pursing dreams of annexing 
the Arctic. "I was at the North Pole just a few 
weeks ago to open a new polar station," he 
said, according to RIA Novosti. "I want to say 
that a lot of imported equipment was there. 
This independence in our polar regions we 
must, of course, immediately overcome." … 
For cruisers wondering what the Undesirable 
One (actually one of many, according to the 
EU/U.S. official sanctions list) has to do with 
them, we're presenting the "alternative reality" 
voyage you could be taking from the other side 
of the border. The 50 Let Pobedy ("50 Years 
of Victory"), powered by two nuclear reac-

tors, is now ferrying passengers to and from 
the North Pole for the cool price of $26,000 
to $40,000 (so much for taking advantage of 
the ruble's collapse – and honeymooners buy-
ing cheap tickets will find themselves sleeping 
on twin beds). The 160-meter, 25,840-ton ves-
sel features an "experimental" hull design and 
is touted as the largest nuclear icebreaker in the 
world. OK, we admit that sounds pretty handy 
our regional seas, but the ship did catch fire for 
20 hours during construction in 2004. Luckily, 
the reactors weren't yet fueled, but we're just 
saying...

He also expressed confidence that Russia can do everything itself: from special 
fabrics and equipment for any research work in the Arctic.

РИА Новости http://ria.ru/economy/20150604/1068123958.html#ixzz3c-
ZLTVNCk

watch guy

Lancing the lance
http://www.breitbart.com/london/2015/05/13/what-the-bbc-doesnt-want-you-to-

know-about-polar-ice/

electric cars in Svalbard
Electric car number 50,000 was recently registered in Norway, two years ahead 

of planned schedule. Only in March, nearly 25 percent of all cars sold in Norway 
were electric. In addition, hybrid cars have nearly 10 percent of the market; . Ac-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

So much potence for impotence: It's one the 
most powerful ships civilians can ride in the 
world – unless it decides to take a leak.

Scientists lacking production of seamen

Crew and scientists participating in the 
Lance expedition, above, face off against 
each other in a football match Monday on 
the sea ice near the research vessel. The 
crew won the stumbling, bumbling match 

by an undisclosed score, according to the 
expedition's blog. At right, Mar Fernández-
Méndez, a German researcher, cheers for 
(presumably) the losing team. The ship is 

nearing the end of its six-month stay in the 
sea ice north of Svalbard. Photos by Frede 

Lamo / Norwegian Polar Institute.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

ROSATOMFLOT

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. W winds to 22 km/h. 
High 6C (3C wind chill), low 
4C (1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 39 
km/h. High 5C (2C wind chill), 
low 4C (-1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. SW winds to 35 km/h. 
High 6C (3C wind chill), low 
5C (1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain, 6C (2C), 3C (0C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 5C (0C), 3C (0C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, p. 
cloudy, 8C (6C), 4C (1C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 7C (4C), 5C (1C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Stranded Russian plane to be 
removed by ship in August

A Russian plane carrying tourists that 
crash landed near the Barneo ice camp at 89 
degrees latitude north in early April remains 
stranded there and won't be removed until it is 
transported aboard an icebreaker in August, 
according the company chartering the flight. 
Photo of the Antonov An-74 aircraft show 
damage to the chassis, including a cracked 
hull, and the initial plan to send a crew to the 
site to repair and fly the plane out was aban-
doned. "They didn't want to risk any more 
happening," said Margarita Tertitskaja of the 
Russian company Polar Expedition, which 
chartered the plane from the Moscow-based 
airline Shar Ink. "The plane looks OK on the 
outside, but they did not want to take the 
chance that there could be other undiscovered 
damage." The exact cause and location of the 
accident has not been publicly revealed, but a 
passenger who requested anonymity said visi-
bility was poor at the time.

Police seeking culprit who 
dumped trash at Hotellneset  

Tips on who is responsible for dumping a 
load of trash consisting of pallets and demoli-
tion materials on the beach at Hotellneset on 
Tuesday are being sought by The Governor of 
Svalbard. "Someone went to the place, backed 
a car down the beach and threw it out," said Po-
lice Chief Lt. Thor-Arild Hansen. He said the 
dumping apparently occurred during the after-
noon or early evening. He said officials are giv-
ing the culprit an opportunity to remove the 
trash, but have papers and other material they 
will investigate if nobody comes forward.

Police to keep sharper eye 
on unsafe drivers at airport

Two taxi drivers received verbal warnings 
for driving at excessively high speeds at Sval-
bard Airport while police officers for The 
Governor of Svalbard were on patrol Friday. 
"We had a particular focus on taxi traffic," 
said Police Chief Lt. Arlid Lyssand. "We've 
gotten comments about taxis driving too fast, 
especially on the road to the airport." He said 
officers are planning more patrols where they 
will be easily visible to deter speeders.

Friday
Cloudy. S winds to 35 km/h. 
High 6C (1C wind chill), low 
4C (-1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

ASSISTANCE, from page 1

Born on a pilot ship

Marianne Aasen, top left, Longyearbyen's 
infrastructure manager, christens the city's 

new pilot boat Elling Carlsen during a 
ceremony this week.  The 15-meter-long 

vessel, which arrived in April, features  
rescue, oil spill, towing, icebreaking and 

other emergency capabilities in addition to 
transporting maritime pilots to larger ships. 

Photos by Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.

SVALBARD TURN

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There's not much chance of missing its 
gleaming yellow cabin on a clear day, but the 
less-than-ideal days are when it's most likely to 
be appreciated.

Longyerbyen's new Elling Carlsen pilot 
boat, featuring a unique combination of Arctic 
rescue and emergency capabilities, was chris-
tened this week during a ceremony at the city's 
harbor. While its primary purpose is ostensibly 
transporting maritime pilots to large ships, it 
can also be used for incidents such as oil spills, 
fires and rescues in sea ice.

"This is a huge, huge tool," said  Roy Arne 
Rotnes, pilot master for the Norwegian Coastal 
Administration's Troms and Finnmark regions.

Improving Svalbard's emergency response 
capabilities has been a primary goal for region-
al and national officials in recent years due to 

increasing marine traffic from tourism, industri-
al, fishing and other vessels north of the main-
land. A large-scale emergency exercise last fall 
revealed that, while local personnel are well-
trained, the archipelago's remoteness and lack of 
advanced equipment are serious deficiencies.

The 15-meter-long Elling Carlsen has a 
top speed of 43 knots and a cruising range of 
up to 400 nautical miles. It can also navigate 
through ten centimeters of ice and has heavy-
vessel towing capabilities, which was demon-
strated last week by towing The Governor of 
Svalbard's new 3,700-ton Polarsyssel service 
vessel.

But the Elling Carlsen's pilotage duties 
also reflect a recent change emphasizing 
safety, as all ships longer than 70 meters must   
have a licensed  pilot with  Arctic  navigation  
experience as of this year. The law has been 
phased in on larger ships since 2012. 

The boat is named after Elling Carlsen, a 
Tromsø resident who in 1863 became the first 
captain to sail around Spitsbergen.

New one-of-a-kind city service 
boat will assist in emergencies 
in addition to transport duties



Audun Domås Pedersen gets some emotional and physical support from Mattias Wahlstedt, left, after winning Saturday's half marathon in 
Longyearbyen. Wahlstedt, who crossed the finish line seconds later, won the full-length marathon. At right, Ende Christian, who finished 13th in the 
marathon, passes the famous polar bear warning sign on the outskirts of Longyearbyen after completing the long stretch out into Adventdalen.
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What you spend on coffee in a week can provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year
A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper. 

We've published this for years for free out of love, but we do need some back to pay the bills.
Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

By the 

SHORTAGE, from page 1

Sweet agony
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

After competing with 50,650 other run-
ners in the New York City Marathon, Mat-
tias Wahlstedt set out against just 58 rivals 
Saturday in Longyearbyen. But the latter 
was the bigger experience in more ways 
than one.

Wahlstedt, 45, of Farsta, Sweden, won 
the 21st annual Spitsbergen Marathon with a 
time of two hours, 59 minutes and 50 sec-
onds, nearly 12 minutes ahead of Germany's 
Steil Heiko who finished in 3:11:42. Cross-
ing the finish line at Svalbardhallen with en-
ergy to spare, Wahlstedt declared "New 
York is nice, but Spitsbergen is nicer."

He said the Spitsbergen course is chal-
lenging because it's on a combination of 
paved and gravel roads, with lots of inclines. 
But the setting helps compensate.

"I loved the scenery," he said. "It was 

beneficial. It gave me energy as I ran."
Wahlstedt dashed out to an immediate 

lead and "I realized when I has 10 kilome-
ters left I was eight minutes ahead and could 
slow down a little bit."

Crossing the finish line seconds ahead 
of him was Audun Domås Pedersen of 
Tromsø, who won the half-marathon that 
started an hour after the marathon. He spent 
several minutes coughing and catching his 
breath, after taking antibiotics until the day 
before the race because he was suffering 
from the flu.

But Pedersen, a competitor in multiple 
Svalbard Skimaraton races, said the unique 
experience made the struggle worthwhile.

"It was just the polar bear that was miss-
ing," he said. But "in the last two kilometers 
I was glad the polar bear didn't come."

"This is a tough marathon," he said. "Some 
is on paved roads, some on gravel, and there's 
some up and down."

, 11:52 ; 59 total runners; Kasin Marit Beate, 
Vinterdans, women3:41:51

Audun Domås Pedersen, Tromsø, norway, 
half marathon, 1:26,00; Basmo Magne, 
Longyearbyen, 1:26:15

winner-done maybe five half marathons

actually my training was skiing up on the 
mountain; did the skimarathon a couple of times, 
finished second one yr.

half the flu earlier this week, just got off an-
tibiotics day before race

"It was just the polar bear that was missing," 
he said. Then again, "in the last two kilometers I 
was glad the polar bear didn't come."

10K, Longyeabryen, Klevan Pål, 45:20

Total 442 people were assigned to start num-
bers for today's race.

 

h t t p : / / w w w . e q t i m i n g . n o / R e s u l t / ?
eventUID=16380

A record 59 runners set out from start line at 
Svalbardhallen during the Spitsbergen Marathon. 

Mattias Wahlstedt establishes a dominant lead during 
the first several hundred meters of the marathon, going 
on to win the race by nearly 12 minutes.

A race volunteer, left, offers water to a runner along the marathon course. At right, kids warm up for a three-kilometer youth race at Svalbardhallen.

Scenery, watching for bears, helps record number of runners 
deal with challenging course during Spitsbergen Marathon

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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VISITORS, from page 1

An article in the Daily Telegraph of London, left, delivers an ominous message for travelers interested in taking a cruise to Svalbard. Local tourism 
officials say they are conducting an aggressive publicity campaign to counter that perception by the public and cruise lines. At right, the MSC Splendida, 
a 333-meter-long cruise ship with room for 3,900 passengers, will become the largest cruise ship to dock in Longyearbyen when it arrives Saturday. 

Polar Permaculture Solutions hopes greenhouse helps sustainable living in Longyearbyen take root

Big hopes for small area

Got a business? You could be reading about yourself here instead of our beseeching
We're working to provide more breaking news and larger copies of this thing, but it costs us.

A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper.
We're also seeking advertisers who don't mind paying a little money for a lot of exposure.

Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

CRUISE NORTHERN NORWAY AND SVALBARD

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A map depicts areas of Svalbard off-limits to 
cruise ships using heavy oil as of this year. Local 
tour companies are working to vastly expand 
tour offerings in the sole remaining open area of 
Isfjorden during the next few years.

The good news for the industry, in a rela-
tive sense, as the cruise season begins is a pre-
dicted drop-off of up to 30 percent in passen-
gers this summer apparently will be far less se-
vere, according to Ronny Brunvoll, director of 
Visit Svalbard. He said ships with room for 
about 36,000 passengers are scheduled to dock 
in Longyearbyen, a decline from the 38,000 
berths last year, but consistent with average of 
35,000 to 40,000 passengers during the past 
several years.

"This is a theoretical capacity," he said. 
"How many people will come we will not know 
until after the season."

Brunvoll predicted last June only 22,000 
cruise passengers would arrive in Svalbard. He 
said it's hard to pinpoint a reason for the better-
than-expected potential total, but he noted 
cruise lines generally set their schedules more 
than a year in advance and regional tourism of-
ficials were aggressive in their promotional ef-
forts.

"We have has a lot of communications say-
ing we have more shore excursions," he said. 
"Maybe it's as easy as the Arctic is attractive no 
matter where they go."

More important than this summer's actual 
passenger total will be the impression tourists 
and cruise line officials come away with, Brun-
voll said.

The ban on heavy oil used by nearly all 
large cruise ships, which took full effect this 
year after a phase-in period, means traditionally 
highlighted destinations such as Ny-Ålesund 
and Magdalendafjorden are now off limits. The 
sole remaining option is Isfjorden, where tour 
operators are trying to maximize current offer-
ings and establish new ones in future years.

While the restriction means trying to give 
cruise passengers their money's worth in a 
much smaller and less remote area, local 
tourism officials are expressing optimism about 

the inlet's potential.
"I think it will be a good product," said 

John-Einar Lockert, general manager of Sval-
bard Booking. "We are putting a lot of effort 
into it."

Among the new options being considered 
are "slow cruises" through the inlet, tours in the 
abandoned Russian mining town of Pyramiden, 
visits to fossil sites and constructing new "sher-
pa trails." But Brunvoll said funding, shore per-
mits and other factors means it will take at least 
a few years for such offerings to be fully real-
ized.

Another vital element is better coordination 
of tour options on busy cruise days, Brunvoll 

said. The MSC Splendida, a 333-meter-long 
cruise ship with room for 3,900 passengers and 
1,313 crew, will be the largest-ever ship to dock 
in Longyearbyen when it arrives Saturday, but 
there won't be enough tours for all of the visitors.

"If only 390 of those 3,900 are allowed to 
do shore excursions because of capacity we 
have a problem," Brunvoll said.

Offering shore tours to all passengers is a 
practical impossibility since local companies 
would only need that many employees for a rel-
ative handful of days. But that may be reme-
died somewhat by the city's efforts to expand 
year-round and independent tourism, which 
many officials said have been highly successful 
this year.

"For us it's a new world record at all the 
stations we had," said Steinar Rorgemoen, ad-
ministrative director at Basecamp Spitsbergen, 
whose lodging options include Isfjord Radio 
and the Noorderlicht "ship in the ice." He said 
January and February were somewhat slow, but 
March – which attracted record crowds during 
the total solar eclipse – and a 60 percent in-
crease guests in April compared to last year put 
the company on a record pace.

Rorgemoen said he doesn't expect the 
heavy oil ban to significantly affect his compa-
ny because its tours focus on non-cruise travel-
ers. As a result, expansion plans are focusing 
on more of what the company is already doing.

"In our world Svalbard is outside of this 
town," he said. "What we are now focusing our 
business on is multiple days."

Lockert said his company is taking a simi-
lar approach – but with an emphasis on the op-
posite kind of tours.

"If you want growth in hotel beds and tours 
then you need more programs that are easy 
choices that are close to the city," he said. "Not 
everybody want to go on the longest trips."

Mine 2 museum, half-day dog and snowmobile trips.
doubling-"I think it is realistic, but it will take some years," he said. "It's not 

done in two to three years. I think we are looking at six to eight years."
heavy oil-"It's not hitting us very hard," he said. "Our business is based on 

other things than that."
growth (company)-"We still need to be the special one," he said. "We can-

not do mass tourism. We will do more of what we do, but we will not have mass 
tourism."

good with more hotels is more stable traffic, less risk for two airlines com-
ing here, can lure more off-season conventions

expect lower room rates
Furthermore, many ships are now bringing more budget-minded tr
said Ronny Brunvoll, director of Visit Svalbard.

"A lot of these ships are very low budget tourism," he said.
"If we're going to get a reasonable amount of money of money out of them 

we need to cooperate," he said.

indep-"It's going to be a busy summer," he said. "It's looking very good."
shore permits for big cruise ships in Isfjorden will take a few years
feb. overnights, 10,121-15; 7,525-14,4,772-12
"We're not doing a very good job on social media," he said.
long term with hotels
"Svalbard is not going to be a cheap destination, a budget destintion," he 

said. But "if those 80 percent more rooms come overnight all at the same time 
then I'm a bit worried."

Basecamp Spitsbergen
 said 60 percent increase in April; Jan. Feb a bit slow
"The focus on Svalbard because of the eclipse has helped," he said. "I think 

it's good for all of us."
dog flu-"During that period the business was in slow motion and we used 

them very carefully," he said. "But it was not that many days. The health of the 
dogs was the number one priority for us."

heavy oil-"It's not hitting us very hard," he said. "Our business is based on 
other things than that."

growth (company)-"We still need to be the special one," he said. "We can-
not do mass tourism. We will do more of what we do, but we will not have mass 
tourism."

CRUISE NORTHERN NORWAY AND SVALBARD
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Anne Lise Sandvik and Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen administer Communion during a climate Mass on Sunday uphill from the church.

'There are a lot of dilemmas'

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

backdrop against the pristine Arctic fjords. The 
pilgrimage will continue with a southward 
walking tour on the mainland until August, 
with other European countries joining leading 
up the United Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence in Paris in December.

The hillside setting and sermon exposed 
the complex and emotional range of issues that 
have thwarted past attempts at meaningful ac-
tion, prompting many climate experts and ac-
tivists to question if Paris will be any different.

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helge-
sen began his climate sermon by discussing the 
crisis at Store Norske, which laid off 100 of its 
340 employees earlier this year and is relying 
on a 500-million-kroner government bailout to 
avoid bankruptcy, and its effect on Longyear-
byen as a community now and in the future. He 
acknowledged praying for the coal company's 
well being could be seen as hypocritical at a 
time when the industry is among those consid-
ered the most environmentally unfriendly, but 
there are offsetting factors to be considered in 
the larger overall climate debate.

"There are a lot of dilemmas," he said. 
"But still, some mining coal mining in a valley 
in Svalbard is not going to affect climate. We 
can also use this as a lab for new technology."

The Norwegian government has been hesi-
tant to fund large-scale projects in Svalbard fo-
cusing on cleaner and alternative energy, in-
cluding a proposed carbon capture and storage 
facility for Longyearbyen's coal power plant. 
But Helgesen said the coal crisis and Norway's 
desire to preserve a strong community presence 
in the archipelago may be a motivator for "pu-
rification, for new technology and also for new 
forms of energy."

But both coal and oil are proving to be 
tricky issues for politicians seeking to further 
enrich Norway by tapping its resources while 
urging others not to do so – a common behavior 
among governments and people worldwide that 
Helgesen repeatedly refers to in the book when 
confronting the toughest challenges of achiev-
ing meaningful climate reform.

Two days before the climate sermon, Par-
liament unanimously voted to rid Norway's 
seven-billion-kroner oil wealth fund of hold-
ings in mining and power companies that gen-
erate more than 30 percent of their output or 
revenue from coal – a total of up to 75 coun-
tries representing holdings of up to 40 billion 
krone, according to government estimates. Par-
liamentary leaders stated the decision was 
based on financial as well as environmental 

factors, since the coal industry's future is dubi-
ous due to low prices and the demand for 
lower-polluting forms of energy.

But Parliament this week also approved the 
Store Norske bailout package recommended by 
the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, 
prompting numerous accusations of hypocrisy 
from national and international observers. 
Among those voting for the bailout were mem-
bers of the Green Party, which has called for an 
end to all coal mining in Svalbard.

The Conservative-led government also re-
cently opened areas to oil drilling at globally 
unprecedented northern latitudes equaling those 
of Bjørnøya and conducted seismic testing in 
parts of Svalbard last summer.

Helgesen is one of three co-
editors of the book "The Ice is 
Melting: Ethics in the Arctic," a 
collection of essays by various 
authors published earlier this 
year in Norwegian and just re-
leased in English. He wrote or 
co-wrote several chapters dis-
cussing the effects of climate 
change on Svalbard and else-
where, including one where he 
asserts that while coal mining is 
contrary to Norway's goal of re-
ducing carbon-capture emis-
sions, the industry's remaining 
lifespan here due to nearly 
tapped-out supplies is so short 
it's overshadowed by far bigger 
threats.

"An oil spill in the waters 
off Svalbard would cause far 
more devastation than a few 
lumps of coal from the depths 
of the mountains around Svea 
and Longyearbyen," he wrote. 
"Primary production in the 
ocean takes place at the ice 
edge. This means the region 
teens with life both in the water 
and the air, and in the ice itself. 
It would take very little to per-
turb that valuable life."

PILGRIMAGE, from page 1

A concluding hymn is performed during the climate Mass as pollution from Longyearbyen’s coal-fired 
power plant mixes with clouds in the background. The Norwegian government has rejected requests 
to fund a carbon capture and storage facility advocates say could be a prototype for other areas.
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Top Norwegian political and science officials, 
above left, tour the new Arctic Center for 

Unmanned Aircraft in Ny-Ålesund during its 
official opening Tuesday. At top right, Stian 

Solbø, a researcher for the Northern Research 
Institute, accompanies an unmanned aircraft to 
Svalbard in March aboard the Bjørkhaug cruise 

ship as part of an effort to determine if the 
aircraft can be used to count seals. Full details 

about the new center, seen in an overhead view 
at bottom right, are at icepeople.net. Photos 
courtesy of the Northern Research Institute.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

Droning on reaches new heights

icepeople.net

Because folks into Svalbard are so awesome at it, it's the

For everyone who's said "you should charge for your paper" 
and/or appreciate an English source of local news and/or 
articles about stuff not in the "real" newspaper 
In the true spirit of alternative newspapers, we've 

kept Icepeople free (and unlike some of them, 
also free of porn and "hookup" ads) because it's 

a labor of love – and we have a fierce 
independent streak, editorially speaking. But this 

is your chance to show you mean it with a 
voluntary "subscription" that can help cover 

our costs. An eight-page issue like this costs 10 
kroner apiece just for photocopying, to say 

nothing of other expenses (which doesn't include 
"luxuries" like our editor's massive coffee and 

other survival costs, which he's trying to deal with 
through various fledgling bits of work). Multiply 
that over the course of year (or several) and…

well, it adds up rather fast if one guy's paying for 
virtually all of it. 

Or that a lot of 
our "real" 
newspapers 
have been 
larger in size 
lately

Notice how it's tastefully low-key, with 
no pop-ups, autoplay videos or mad 

Flash effects to get your attention? 
We hope so, because we'd really like 
to keep it that way and prove peopler 

don't have to be bludgeoned. 

Want more details or to hear this groveling in person? Contact our editor at marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638.

We've literally given our all to keep you informed and 
entertained about all things Svalbard for years…

…now we're asking you to help us keep helping you

For those who just want to make some 
money (not that there's anything wrong 
with that, since we obviously do as well)...
We're stepping up our efforts to provide more coverage in print and online, with 
the hope of making large newspapers like this the norm while continuing to 
provide daily updates about breaking news at our website. As part of that, we're 
also now hoping to lure advertisers who appreciate the large local and 
global audience we're built up during the past six years – if not for our sake, 
then because it's a prime opportunity to reach the visitors (actual and potential) 
who discover this miracle on ice through us, plus of course Svalbard's huge and 
growing number of international residents. Our rates are rather cheap, so if 
you're one of those "alternative" businesses sharing our woes of struggle, it's an 
idea way of getting attention along with the major players.
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FORECAST, from page 1

June 10
8 a.m.-8 p.m.: Longyeardagen. Free 
entry to Svalbard Museum, Galleri 
Svalbard. Christening of pilot boat Elling 
Carlsen at 4:30 p.m. at Bykaia. Walking 
tour of town narrated by Herdis Lien of 
Svalbard Museum and Peter Brugmans 
of the mining directorate begins at 
Skjæringa at 6 p.m.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Insidious 3," U.S. horror, 
ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
June 11
10:15 a.m.: Lecture "Arctic Ecology 
under ChangeYou" by Mads 
Forchhammer of the Natural History 
Museum of Denmark. UNIS.
June 12
2:15 p.m.: Lecture: "Insect Diversity in 
the Arctic" by Claus Rasmussen of 
Aarhus University. UNIS.
June 13
8 p.m.: Concert by the Store Norske 
men's Choir. Taubanesentralen.
June 14
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Summer in Tuscany," 
Italian romance/comedy, ages 11 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Jurassic World" (3D), 
U.S. adventure/sci-fi, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
June 16
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringbygget 3,   
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
June 17
6 p.m.: Movie: "Jurassic World,", U.S. 
adventure/sci-fi, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
June 21
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Nut Job" (3D), U.S. 
animated/children's dubbed in 
Norwegian, ages 7 and up. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Shell: We'll harass 50K seals, 5K whales
● Poll: 79% "very concerned" about climate
● Greenland, Canada in salmon turf war
● How "noctilucent" proves climate change

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Peddling the town's goods
A row of new "citybikes" await riders this week outside of Visit Svalbard. The bikes, which have 
helmets and reflective vests in their front baskets, can be borrowed free from the tourism agency.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There's a few more rules, but at least you'll 
know where to find them – and not have to 
worry about someone else swiping your ride 
home while you're running a quick errand.

Fifteen "citybikes" arrived in Longyear-
byen this week and can be borrowed free from 
Visit Svalbard. Unlike the "kicksledsharing" 
program the tourism agency started last winter, 
where the sleds were simply scattered around 
town, users must sign for the bikes and are re-

sponsible for returning them in good condition.
"This is kind of a trustful program," said 

Trine Krystad, who is managing the sustain-
able transport program. "We will come to an 
agreement if there is is trouble."

The bikes, intended for short-term use and 
not suitable for trails, are available from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, and come with helmets, re-
flective vests and locks. Users must agree to 
accept all safety responsibilities.

Funding for the bikes and kicksleds came 
from a 200,000-kroner grant from the Svalbard 
Environmental Protection Fund, with the bikes 
accounting for about half of that amount, Trine 
said.

15 , 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
trine-
"You have to come to Visit Svalbard to borrow them 

because we have locks on them," she said. 
Riders are responsible for themselves and the bikes, 

and incidents resulting in damage will be handled on a 
case-by-case basis, Trine said

we got them this week. we got suuprt from s e p f last 
autmn.

200k, half on biks
"You have to come to Visit Svalbard to borrow them 

because we have locks on them," she said. 

limit-it depenss on how long your trip will take
the idea is to share the gds.
they are  city bikjes not off road bikes
yest we had three guests inside the office to borrow a 

biker.
damage-tough question to ask.u are respn 4 bike dur-

ing the perid u have it.
u can also borrow a hemlet, vest, lock as well.
when cycl cind bad sept oct put into for winter.
hat bec we have locks o. u get coce. you broow the 

bicyke for a certain perid

Bikes offer summer alternative 
to kicksleds in Longyearbyen's 
sustainable transport program  


