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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Double moralists': Parliament leaders say 
hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper

icepeople.net

Service personnel tend to a Scandinavian Airlines flight this week at Svalbard Airport. Airlines and 
others flying to the archipelago are being asked to carry enough fuel to avoid needing any of the 
airport's scarce remaining supply. 

WENCHE RAVLO

Weather summary
Mostly cloudy and gusty through 
next week, with temperatures 
slightly above freezing.

Full forecast page 3

See ASKHOLT, page 3

WHAT A TRIP: Tourism fares well in 2014, early 2015 signs promising. Story at icepeople.net
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It could be said she's a cold-hearted woman 
with lots of experience in prisons. Or instead 
reveal she's long kept a lookout for Svalbard's 
well-being and is inviting lots of Facebook 
friends to visit her at new job in "nature that is 
breathtaking" with more emoticons than 97 per-
cent* of her government peers.

Kjerstin Askholt, 53, general director of 
Norway's Polar Affairs Department since 2003, 
has been appointed Svalbard's next governor 
for a three-year term beginning Sept. 15.

"I am very happy and it is with humility 
that I go the job," she said in a prepared state-
ment. " What makes it even more exciting is 

the versatile assignments. It is an operative 
work with many different responsibilities for 
the state. You are both the police chief and re-
gional governor, and in addition there are many 
other assignments. The variety and interdisci-
plinarity under the same roof is exciting, and 
moreover I'm looking forward to getting the op-
portunity to stay in Svalbard."

Askholt, the first female governor since 
Ann-Kristin Olsen's reign from 1995 to 1998, 
will replace Odd Olsen Ingerø, who has served 
since 2009 and was also governor from 2001 to 
2005. The fixed term can optionally be extend-
ed for an additional three years.

The Polar Affairs Department is a branch 
the Ministry of Justice and Public Security, 
which has legal oversight of Svalbard. Askhold, 
as head of the department, is involved in a wide 
range of legal, economic, societal and other is-
sues related to the archipelago. She was a mem-

See SHORTAGE, page 4

Draining gas pains

Kjerstin Askholt, Norway's polar 
affairs director, to become next 
governor of Svalbard on Sept. 15

A new sheriff in town

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Those needing to move around in Svalbard 
during the next week may find themselves 
fuming as the fuel supply at the airport is near-
ly down to fumes and the gas station will be 
cleaning out their tanks.

Svalbard Airport is facing an "an uncom-
fortable situation" and rationing its nearly de-
pleted supply, Morten Ulsnes, the airport's 
manager, told NRK.

"The ship with the fuel will not come to 
Longyearbyen until well into next week and 
another shipment before the end of the week is 
unlikely in our minds," he said. "Until then we 
are rationing out the fuel."

"Avinor has waited a long time for new 
supply of fuel," he added. "But things have 

Svalbard Airport rationing fuel 
until supply ship arrives; drivers 
may be cut off different reason  

STBY Dmitry: Kjerstin Askholt, who will become 
Svalbard's governor on Sept. 15, has social 
media skills that are more than a match for a 
certain Twitter troll from Russia.

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SECURITY



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

With the Doomsday Vault getting its latest 
round of global attention thanks to a new film 
released last month, it's nice to see somebody 
finally got around to asking "what about the 
vast majority of us who don't want to be 
stuck eating all our meals at Loving Hut af-
ter the bombs drop?" This month's Smithso-
nian gets to the main course of gene preserva-
tion with an article titled "How 'Meat Banks' 
Are Helping Farmers Preserve Precious Live-
stock" (tinyurl.com/nzjtmtz). Two things imme-
diately stand out: 1) the "samples" are stored at 
-184C (thus keeping them viable for up to 
1,000 years), so we're wondering what kind of 
coats we'd need for a media tour, and 2) what 
on Earth is about to happen to that cow to the 
right as it does its part in helping fill one vault 
in the U.S. with 700,000 bottles of sperm? 
Even us celibate types recognize ejaculation 
can be a pleasurable thing in the right context, 
but when it involves that kind of machine suck-
ing that kind of quantity out of you…anyhow, 

if that isn't stimulating enough, a "related con-
tent" article declares "The World Hit 'Peak 
Chicken' in 2006" … If learning about that 
great sucking sound has you in the mood, it 
may be worth noting Business Insider ranks 
Svalbard 19th on it list of "24 Hottest Hon-
eymoon Destinations" (tinyurl.com/ouvak92). 19 of 24

Couples who are looking for breathtaking scenery but cooler temperatues can 
head to Spitsbergen in Norway, the Svalbard archipelago's largest and only island 
that's permanently populated. This remote island in the Arctic Ocean. has polar 
bears, snow-capped mountains, and even the world-famous Northern Lights.

watch guy

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for yearsFill these 700,000 cups, please: Alas, we don't 

have porno magazines or videos, but hopefully 
you'll find this machine most stimulating.

Tip: Invading easier with guitars than guns

Residents from the Russian settlement of Barentsburg, top and bottom left, perform Saturday at 
Kulturhuset during the annual cultural exchange show in Longyearbyen. At top right, one of several 
decorative banners awaits hanging before the show. At bottom right, residents of the two 
community gather afterward in the Kulturhuset cafe for a banquet and less formal performances. 
Longyearbyen residents performed in the Russian settlement two weeks ago.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

ROGER ØDEGÅRD / LONGYEARBYEN LOKALSTYRE

USDA

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NW winds to 22 
km/h. High 4C (-2C wind chill), 
low 2C (-3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Mostly cloudy. S winds to 32 
km/h. High 4C (-2C wind chill), 
low -3C (-3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Mostly cloudy. W winds to 29 
km/h. High 4C (-1C wind chill), 
low 3C (-2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 3C (0C), 2C (-3C), light 24:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, 3C (-2C), 2C (-2C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, 4C (0C), 2C (-2C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 4C (-1C), 3C (0C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

23.6M grant sought to boost 
cruise tourism in Isfjorden

Visit Svalbard is seeking a 23.6-million-
kroner grant from Norway's Ministry of For-
eign Affairs to help develop Isfjorden as a 
tourist destination due to a heavy oil ban that 
will keep most cruise ships away from popu-
lar areas such as Ny-Alesund and Magdalene-
fjorden. The ban, which was phased in over 
several years and took full effect this year, 
does not apply to Isfjorden and the Svalbard 
tourism industry is shifting its wildlife tour 
plans there as a result. The grant, which cov-
ers half of the cost of the project scheduled for 
completion in 2018, would be used to help de-
velop trails, tours of fossil excavation sites 
and other activities.

Decision on charges in polar 
bear attack case due June 20  

A decision about whether to pursue crimi-
nal charges against a group of Czech tourists at-
tacked by a polar bear in March is expected by 
June 20, according to Lt. Gov. Jens Olav 
Sæther. A lengthy investigation was largely 
completed some time ago, but a decision about 
seeking charges is being delayed due to some 
new aspects being investigated. "We are trying 
to get hold of a person, but must take a new as-
sessment if it is possible," Sæther said. "I hope 
to get a clarification as soon as possible and 
certainly by June 20." Jakub Moravec, 37, suf-
fered head and upper body injuries during the 
March 19 attack at Fredheim before a compan-
ion fired three pistol shots at the bear, causing 
the injured animal to flee. Officials tracked 
down and  euthanize the bear. Numerous ques-
tions were raised about the group's precautions 
and actions after the attack, including a delay in 
reporting it to the governor's office.

Local snowmobiler hurt in 
March remains hospitalized

A local resident who drove his snowmo-
bile into a 6.4-meter-deep hole at the end of 
March remains hospitalized with serious in-
juries in Tromsø. "He is out of the coma, but 
is not awake," said Christian Svarstad, a po-
lice chief lieutenant for The Governor of Sval-
bard. The coma was induced after the victim 
suffered severe head injuries in the accident.

Friday
Partly cloudy. SE winds to 29 
km/h. High 4C (-2C wind chill), 
low 3C (-3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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New guv, but an old-timer

Unauthorized participants will be shot

A volunteer on an ATV keeps an eye on runners and a lookout for polar bears during a past 
Spitsbergen Marathon. This year's marathon begins at 10 a.m. Saturday at Svalbardhallen, with 
the 42-kilometer course circling twice through Longyearbyen's streets and out to Svalbard Airport. 
A half marathon begins at 11:30 a.m. and a 10K race at 12:30 p.m. The registration office at 
Svalbardhallen will be open from 6-8 p.m. Friday and from 8:30 a.m. Saturday. The awards 
banquet will be at 8 p.m. Full race details are available at http://spitsbergenmarathon.no.

SVALBARD TURN

ber of a delegation that accompanied Prime 
Minister Erna Solberg to Svalbard last fall for 
an overview of the area's emergency rescue 
readiness and discussions about Longyear-
byen's economic future in the wake of the 
Store Norske crisis. She has also been involved 
with the drafting of a "white paper" setting 
overall policy goal for Svalbard, settling dis-
putes about issues such as workers' rights in 
the archipelago and seeking ways to further the 
goal of making Longyearbyen a more diverse 
"family community."

"I am very pleased that Kjerstin Askholt is 
undertaking this mission and am confident that 
she will perform her duties in a positive way," 
said Anders Anundsen, head of the justice min-
istry, in a statement announcing the appoint-
ment. "The Svalbard community, which is a 
full-fledged part of Norway, is facing several 
challenges and it is therefore important that the 
governor is one who knows the community ex-
tremely well. It is important to continue the en-

hanced preparedness efforts in Svalbard."
Askholt obtained her law degree from the 

University of Oslo in 1988. She worked in var-
ious management positions in Norway's Cor-
rectional Services Department and as assistant 
director at the prison in Bredtveit prison before 
becoming head of the Polar Affairs Depart-
ment.

But her law and prison background – to 
say nothing of a lifetime as a government bu-
reaucrat – doesn't seem to have cast much of a 
chill on her disposition.

Her Facebook page was deluged with con-
gratulatory messages with various types of 
smiley faces after the appointment was an-
nounced, with her replies focusing on the vari-
ous things she's looking forward to when she 
gets to Svalbard – frequently punctuated with 
emoticons in triplicate.

* Reporter's estimate has not been statisti-
cally verified.



Some of the several hundred people visiting the Svalbard Satellite Station (SvalSat) Saturday 
gather outside the entrance of one of the landmark structures. The facility, hosting its first open 
day in nine years, offered children's activities, hot dogs, and lectures about the meteorological and 
other data gathering/transmission work taking place. SvalSat, one of eight stations in a Global 
Ground Station Network operated by Kongsberg Satellite Services, opened in 1996 and is now the 
world's largest commercial ground station with more than 30 antenna systems. While hailed for its 
technology and research capabilities, it also has been a source of controversy from some who 
claim the facility has illegally provided data to foreign entities for military purposes. SvalSat officials 
say military use – if any – would be limited to data such as  publicly available weather reports.
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What you spend on coffee in a week can provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year
A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper. 

We've published this for years for free out of love, but we do need some back to pay the bills.
Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

By the 

SHORTAGE, from page 1

June 3
6 p.m.: Movie: "SPY," U.S. comedy, ages 
15 and up. Kulturhuset.
June 4
6 p.m.: Public tour of Kunsthall Svalbard 
featuring "Glacier" exhibit by Joan Jonas. 
Svalbard Museum.
June 6
10 a.m.: Spitsbergen Marathon. Half 
marathon starts at 11:30 a.m. and 10K 
at 12:30 p.m. Svalbardhallen.
June 7
5 p.m.: Movie: "Pitch Perfect 2," U.S. 
comedy/musical, all ages. Kuturhuset.
7:30 p.m.: Movie: "Disney Tomorrowland 
– A World Beyond," U.S. adventure/
fantasy, ages 11 and up. Kulturhuset.
June 10
8 a.m.-8 p.m.: Longyeardagen. Free 
entry to Svalbard Museum, Galleri 
Svalbard. Christening of pilot boat Elling 
Carlsen at 4:30 p.m. at Bykaia. Walking 
tour of town narrated by Herdis Lien of 
Svalbard Museum and Peter Brugmans 
of the mining directorate begins at 
Skjæringa at 6 p.m.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Insidious 3," U.S. horro, 
ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
June 13?
8? p.m.: Concert by the Store Norske 
men's Choir. ????
June 14
5 p.m.: Movie: "Summer in Tuscany," 
Italian romance/comedy, ages 11 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Jurassic World" (3D), 
U.S. adventure/sci-fi, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
June 15
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringbygget 3,   
Newtontoppen room.
June 16
6 p.m.: Movie: "Jurassic World,", U.S. 
adventure/sci-fi, ages 11 and up. 

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Global warming "pause" didn't happen
● CO2-caused warming felt in just months 
● Massive ore find revealed in Greenland
● 140-year-old Arctic beer up for auction

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Airport rationing fuel until next week

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Giant balls and small weiners

ANNEKATRIEN DEBIEN / KONGSBERG SATELLITE SERVICES

dragged out in time and now the airport man-
agement is taking no chances. They are in a di-
alogue with the airlines and requesting that 
those who have the opportunity to fill their 
tanks so that they do not need to get replenish-
ment in Svalbard."

Norwegian Air and Scandinavian Airlines 
both use 737 Next Generation planes with a 
range of at least 5,650 kilometers for their 
2,042-kilometer flights between Oslo and 
Longyearbyen. 

"But not everyone can manage this and 
when they get here obviously they can fuel up 
with us," Ulsnes told NRK. "But emergency 
preparedness here in the archipelago is the first 
priority; this will not affect life and health."

Those driving vehicles in Longyearbyen 
may also find themselves temporarily out of 
luck if they need gas as Svalbard Auto will be 
cleaning its fuel tanks at various times next 
Tuesday through Thursday. 


