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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Longyearbyen at its best:' Modern 
tragedies, triumphs part of traditional 
tributes during Syttende Mai celebration
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy, with strong 
breezes, occasional precipitation and 
temperatures around freezing.

Full forecast page 3

 Blue skin flick Church pariah Flooded 'Flintstones?' Odorous offense
Actual scientist 
uses this to 
show dino era 
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 
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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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See REACTION, page 4
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During a year with lots of 'tyfus,' Elise Strømseng and Frida Krystad honored for sooth moves

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

Elise Strømseng, left, hoists flowers and a print of the Tyfus Statuette she won during the Syttende Mai gala Tuesday night at Kulturhuset. At right, 
Longyearbyen Mayor presents the annual youth cultural grant award to Frida Krystad, 15, a longtime swimmer ranked among Norway's best.

See AWARDS, page 6

Is white paper a blank slate?
Widespread dissatisfaction 
voiced about widespread issues 
not address in policy document

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

During a year when Longyearbyen experi-
enced far more “typhus” than usual, Elise 
Strømseng was among those who suffered the 
most. But she also at the forefront of the many 
who helped relieve the misery.

Strømseng, won this year’s Tyfus Stat-
uette, presented to “a resident whose work has 
kept us out of typhus” (the illness being an old 

Svalbard reference to all things bad from 
“poorly paid piecework to a sour beer").

The award was presented during the annu-
al Syttende Mai gala Tuesday night at Kul-

turhuset. The evening’s other major award 
was presented to Frida Krystad, 15, winner of 
this year’s annual youth cultural activities 
grant.

Although Strømseng’s day job is a study 
advisor in Arctic geology at The University 
Centre in Svalbard, her community activities 
include co-organizing the annual Solfestuka 
festival, Longyearbyen Dog Club and annual 

An LNS Spitsbergen worker carries a bag of trash 
outside of an apartment building on Vei 505 that is 
partially evacuated due to sewage flooding.

Is this film 
making you 
hot?
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

"Contains very little." "Does not sufficient-
ly focus." "Somewhat vague…we need clear 

guidance" "The major political framework for 
Norway's Svalbard policy is less predictable 
than ever." "I fear a weakening of Ny-Ålesund."

Those comments regarding Svalbard's fu-
ture economic base, research, regulations, secu-
rity against foreign interests and the major is-
sues are dominating articles and analysis during 
the first week after the release the Norwegian 
government's "white paper" outlining policy 

goals for the archipelago.
Some also assert the government scaled 

down expectations just before the paper's re-
lease  – which came many months later than 
most locals hoped and expected – and then is-
sued defense statements regarding the lack of 
specifics afterward.

 "At a time when the world's attention is 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

It's another triumphant week for our polar 
punditry, as our perfect streak continues for 
the eighth straight year in predicting the 
winner of this year's Tyfus Statuette. We 
were a little worried this year after sneaking 
into the awards ceremony a bit early and inad-
vertently seeing a bit of footage on 
Kulturhuset's big screen suggesting our pick 
this year was correct, but fortunately we again 
weren't even in the same ballpark (or playing 
the same sport) as the folks who chose the win-
ner. Our pick was Svalbard Church Leif Magne 
Helgesen due to his heroic efforts after the Dec. 
19 avalanche while suffering very personal 
grief from the tragedy. Not to mention his fore-
most activism on climate change awareness and 
frontline efforts to protect small Palestinian set-
tlements from being demolished in the West 
Bank (no matter whose side you're on, those are 
the folks just trying to survive, not stirring up a 
pot that's been boiling since time began). Fail-
ing the local priest, our guess was one of sever-
al people who were similarly selfless in trying 
to cure a community suffering much "tyfus." 
But we can't argued we've been wowed by ac-
tual winner Elise Strømseng since shortly after 
we arrived, even if she is one of the "dog peo-

ple" (not that we're into cats either which – 
cackle – are banned here, seeing as how our fa-
vorite name for one is "Punt" … Speaking of 
Leif, he was absent from the gala, during which 
he was supposed to present his "Svalbard 
story," due to a family emergency. Our sincere 
best wishes and prayers are with him, and 
thankfully his story was delivered by yet anoth-
er legit Tyfus contender: do-everything com-
munity activist (and the literal savior of this 
fishwrapper) Anne Lise Sandvik. Look for a 
(hopefully) well-translated version on our web-
site soon.

As, MRO Network 
Chris Kjelgaard explores how air traffic 

management surveillance of North Atlantic 
tracks should soon be possible.

Longyearbyen
12 hrs ·
 
Kindergarde

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Yet more local losers: Every person we have 
picked as a possible Tyfus winner in eight years 
ended up with a plague cast upon them.

'Did someone wake up with some extra shoes?'

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

ADAM SMITH
If you're not sure why your entryway looks like this after "a fun night in town," the owners of 11 
pairs of shoes at Svalbard Lodge are doing their part to help you remember. The shoes suddenly 
went missing in the early morning hours this week at the apartments, according to the company 
that operates the guest facility. "We here at (the affiliated) Svalbard Hotell have some very 
concerned guests that are filing a police report as we speak," wrote a company employee on a 
Longyearbyen community Facebook page. "If the shoes are found then they can be delivered to 
the reception at Svalbard Hotell."

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com



Apocalypse how

Page 3May 17, 2016

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. SW winds to 39 km/h. 
High 0C (-6C wind chill), low 
-1C (-9C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Snow. Variable winds to 35 
km/h. High -1C (-4C wind 
chill), low -1C (-6C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. E winds to 32 km/h. 
High 1C (-3C wind chill), low 
-1C (-5C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 2C (-2C), 1C (-3C), light 24:00h; Monday, clear, 1C (-2C), 0C (-3C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, 
p. cloudy, 1C (-2C), -1C (-4C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, 1C (-4C), -1C (-5C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. SW winds to 29 
km/h. High 0C (-4C wind chill), 
low -1C (-6C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Longyearbyen Kindergarten 
to remain closed permanetly

Longyearbyen Kindergarten, which faced 
an uncertain future after being closed last 
year, will now be shut down permanently be-
cause the city no longer has enough children 
to support more than two kindergartens. The 
city's Youth and Cultural Committee voted for 
the closure of the kindergarten next to Sval-
bard Church earlier this month, which will re-
sult in full enrollments at Polarflokken and 
Kullungen kindergartens. Unn Martinsen, 
head of the city's youth services department, 
said it does not appear the decision will re-
quire layoffs. "Experience shows that some 
are moving and leaving," she said. "So we 
have constantly held onto some because we 
see that we may need some in a few months' 
time." How the closed kindergarten will be 
used in the future, and whether one or both re-
maining kindergartens might be expanded if 
the youth population rises again remain uncer-
tain.

Tourism officials hoping 
cruisers spend 1K apiece

Longyearbyen tourism officials are hoping 
each cruise ship tourist spends an average of 
at least 1,000 kroner when the season begins 
June 1. Among the other goals this year are 
for each ship to spend at least 10 hours in port 
and two days in Isfjorden, an area of increas-
ing emphasis due to restrictions on ships using 
heavy oil that as of last year are preventing 
access to many previously popular areas. The 
first ship will be the AIDAluna, with capacity 
for 2,100 passengers, scheduled to arrive at 
7:30 a.m. Thirty-four foreign cruise ships are 
expected to bring about 45,000 passengers to 
Svalbard this summer. The largest ship will be 
the MSC Splendida, which has room for 3,900 
passengers.

Three rescued in separate
incidents during weekend

Three tourists were rescued by helicopter 
during the past weekend, including an injured 
snowmobiler at Bretjørna and an ill skier at 
Bolterdalen on Friday night, and a man in-
jured during a guided tour Sunday at Isfjord 
Radio, according to The Governor of 
Svalbard.

Fossils suggest Svalbard played  
vital role in recovery of life from 
Earth's worst mass extinction

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

The Cymbospondylus, an ichthyosaur found in Svalbard that could exceed 10 meters in length, is 
believed to be among the survivors of a mass global extinction 252 million years ago. The diver with 
the one-meter-long selfie stick "is not prehistoric, only for scale," according to the illustrator.

ILLUSTRATION BY VICTORIA ENGELSCHIØN NASH

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

While some scoff at the idea of Svalbard 
saving mankind after Armageddon, it appears the 
archipelago may have already played a vital role 
in the planet out of its worst-ever doomsday sce-
nario.

Fossils from prehistoric marine reptiles dis-
covered by researchers during the past two years 
suggest Svalbard may have been one of the most 
fertile resurrection spots following a mass ex-
tinction 252 million years ago.

"So far we have found the waters around 
Svalbard had an abundance of wildlife after the 
disaster," wrote Victoria Engelschiøn Nash, a 
master's student at the Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology, in an essay published 
last week by geoforskning.no. She is scheduled 
to complete her thesis about the extinction – the 
worst of five in Earth's history – in June.

"This summer we hope to know which 
ichthyosaurs that were swimming around, and 

thus understand more about how life returns after 
mass extinctions."

Sea temperatures at the equator may have 
reached 40 degrees Celsius during the mass ex-
tinction and "because most land now lay very far 
from the coast, it led to large parts of the interior 
being covered by desert," Nash wrote. 

"It was a hard time for life on Earth," she 
observed. "If one studies the fossil wealth before 
and after the attacks we see that as much as 70 
percent of life on land and 96 percent of marine 
life died out. By comparison, it has been estimat-
ed that the meteorite which took their toll on the 
dinosaurs nearly 200 million years later de-
stroyed about 76 percent of all life in the ocean."

The extinction was triggered by massive 
volcano eruptions in what is now Siberia, encas-
ing the planet in toxic gasses and ash clouds that 
blocked sunlight. It appears the shallow seas that 
covered Svalbard 252 million years ago may 
have allowed some marine life to survive.

The excavations are part of a high-profile 
project led by Jørn Hurum, , a professor of pale-
ontology at the Natural History Museum in Oslo, 
that has been taking place for the past decade.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700
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Tourism companies 
can reliably paint a 

pretty picture of 
Longyearbyen with 

marketing photos 
such as this. But the 

industry and others in 
Svalbard remain 

worried about the 
long-term economic 

future after the 
released of a revised 

"white paper" outlining 
the Norwegian 

government's long-
term policy goals for 
the archipelago was 

short of on specifics in 
many areas, 

according to officials 
and analysts. The 

paper is scheduled to  
be debated by 

Parliament this fall.

Dark reactions to 'white paper'
REACTION, from page 1

VISIT SVALBARD

directed to the Arctic and the geopolitical situa-
tion in the area is difficult, I think it is a sin of 
omission not to go into the really difficult ques-
tions," said Per Arne Totland, author of the up-
coming book "Cold Front: Conflict Areas in 
Svalbard through 100 Years," in an interview 
with NRK.

Most of the criticism was mixed with 
praise for a general reaffirmation a strong Nor-
wegian presence is important and certain as-
pects of the proposed update, which Parliament 
is expected to consider this fall. 

The Arctic Journal, for example, notes lo-
cal officials are encouraged by a "number of 
new suggestions" to promote economic activity 
– except they aren't really new.

"By and large though, most of the ideas, 

according to Longyearbyen lawmakers, had 
been proposed locally first," the article notes. 
"Local lawmakers said they were pleased that 
the update included their suggestions, but they 
also appeared disappointed that the lack of new 
initiatives or funding seemed to indicate that 
Oslo was taking a go-slow approach to devel-
oping the economy."

Tourism, for example, is among the indus-
tries often cited by local and national officials 
as vital to a largely post-mining economy. But 
Terje Aunevik, director of Svalbard Business 
Association, told High North News the revised 
white paper doesn't address problems such as 
laws that forced Finnair to cancel its first-ever 
flights to Longyearbyen this summer and im-
pose restrictions that has Russia declaring their 
will abandon their North Pole operations here 

after a disastrous season in April.
"Both the Finnair case and Russian air traf-

fic case are fresh examples of why we need 
clear guidance, beyond that today the route is 
closed to traffic from foreign airports," he said.

A lack of specifics is also a serious concern 
when it comes to security and Russia's increas-
ing aggressive actions in the Arctic, wrote Af-
tenposten Editor Per Anders Madsen in an 
opinion piece.

"The government is sending a reasonable 
enough strong signal about predictability 
through its Svalbard message," he wrote. 
"Meanwhile, the major political framework for 
Norway's Svalbard policy less predictable than 
ever."

 There are no white paper done something.
Norwegian Port Association, revised report reflecting processing, ect. expected ot be 

ready by Oct.
    "The Ministry has emphasized that Svalbard church has a central role in the public 

preparedness in the archipelago and that the state also from other social and welfare consid-
erations should make an independent assessment of the funding for Svalbard church"
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 
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Separation of church
Svalbard Church faces removal 
from Norwegian Church budget, 
uncertainty in Svalbard's budget

A flag flies at half mast outside Svalbard Church during a memorial service for Nikoline Røkenes, 2, one of two people killed in the Dec. 19 avalanche.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

NATHANIEL FRISSELL
Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen presides over a Good Friday Mass at Vindodden, one of 
several outdoor liturgies annually, along with special services focusing on themes such as climate.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Svalbard Church is special – so special, in 
fact, it should be kicked out of the Norwegian 
Church's funding system.

The central government says funding for the 
archipelago's church should now come out of 
Svalbard's regular budget, according to the Min-
istry of Culture.

"The ministry has emphasized that Sval-
bard Church has a central role in the public pre-
paredness in the archipelago, and that the state 
also from other social and welfare considera-
tions should make an independent assessment 
of the funding for Svalbard Church," a state-
ment by the ministry asserts.

Responsibility for funding the church 
should be transferred to the Ministry of Justice 
and Public Security, which has administrative 
oversight of Svalbard. But the Norwegian 
Church is strongly opposing the proposal, 
which reverses the stance of the Conservative-
led government when it took office in 2013.

"Until now, Svalbard Church's positions 
and activities have been secure and aside from 
Svalbard's budget," wrote Helga Haugland 
Byfuglien, praeses of the Norwegian Bishops' 
Conference, in a statement the Ministry of Cul-
ture. "If Svalbard Church must compete with 
the Norwegian Church's other responsibilities 
and duties, Svalbard Church will be in a vulner-

able financial position."
"If the state wants to ensure that the church 

in Svalbard will continue to serve their commu-
nities diaconal, culturally and religiously, either 
the current rules should be maintained or the 
possibility of a block grant must be considered."

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helge-
sen said he doesn't know how the proposed 
change might affect the amount of funding the 
church receives.

"In the short run I don't think it would af-
fect that," he said. However, "it makes for more 
uncertainty in the budget."

The Ministry of Culture, in its proposal, 
claims Svalbard Church's role won't be altered.

"The church's special role in Svalbard is 
part of Svalbard Church's history and identity, 
and that will undoubtedly continue even though 
Svalbard Church ceases as a state enterprise," 
the proposal states. "Svalbard Church's primary 
tasks are the same as elsewhere in the Norwe-
gian Church, i.e. to offer worship services, 
church ceremonies, diaconal services, religious 
education and more."
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

Tyfus winner says town will heal
AWARDS, from page 1

The full ensemble of musicians and speakers during the Syttende Mai gala Tuesday night at Kulturhuset, left, perform Norway's national anthem at the 
conclusion of the evening. At right, Espen Helgesen and Torunn Sørensen are joined by Jovna Dunfjell (right) for a Svalbard Kirkes Trio song.

See MESSAGE, page 7

Trapper’s Trail sleddog race, and a music 
teacher and performer in a variety of settings.

Among the most noteworthy of the latter is 
as the violinist for the longtime Longyearbyen 
bluegrass band Blåmyra, which lost one of its 
founding members – Atle Husby, 42, a multi-
instrumentalist and vocalist also involved in nu-
merous local music groups – when he was one 
of two people killed in the avalanche last Dec. 
19. The tragedy was the most shocking event in 
a year filled with local setbacks, such as the 
near total shutdown of mining by Store Norske, 
as well as an enormous amount of effort by res-
idents to help and comfort individuals affected.

“It has been a very tough year,” she said 
after the gala. “Suddenly one of my best friends 
got ripped away in the avalanche. Blåmyra is 
one of the longest-lasting groups here and to 
lose of our members was quite painful.”

At the same time, Strømseng said she’s in-
spired by how the community responded to a 
period of crisis and believes it is that spirit – 
which instills itself in newcomers and old-

timers alike – is why she’s optimistic about 
Longyearbyen’s future as a community.

“If there is a positive aspect of the 
turnover, it is that enthusiasts will come,” she 
said during her acceptance speech. “New roots 
takes root and old branches spring forth.”

While it’s possible a much larger list of 
candidates might have been in contention for 
this year’s Tyfus award, the 43rd presented, it’s 
impossible to say because the local Syttende 
Mai never discloses such details precisely to 
avoid such speculation. The winner is notified a 
couple of week before the ceremony, since he 
or she is expected to give a reasonably coherent 
acceptance speech, and Strømseng said her ini-
tial reaction to the phone call was shock.

“I got quiet, which I very seldom am,” she 
said. “I was like, ‘thank you.’ I think that’s 
what I said.”

Krystad got no such advance notification, 
so she understandably utterly merely a few im-
provised words of thanks as she accepted her 
award. She said afterward she suspected she 
might be the winner when Longyearbyen May-

or Arild Olsen mentioned a low-profile activity 
(compared to music and theater performance, a 
common mainstay of past winners) she first got 
involved in when she was four months old.

“When they started talking about the swim-
ming part I thought ”Oh, my God,'” she said.

Olsen, in his remarks, noted Krystad is one 
of Norway’s best breaststroke competitors in 
her age group.

She said the local swimming group isn’t 
especially active officially, typically participat-
ing in a couple of competitions on the mainland 
each year. But it’s literally been a lifelong in-
terest for her, taking her first dip during baby 
swimming classes only a few months after she 
was born and participating in regular swimming 
classes starting at the age of five.

“I like to compete and I think this a very 
exciting thing to compete at,” she said.

Krystad won a 10,000 kroner grant for the 
award and said she plans to use the money to 
further her swimming activities.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

'At its best'
Svalbard Lt. Gov. Sidsel Svarstad, left at front, and Gov Kjerstin Askholt lead a procession of several hundred people through the streets of 
Longyearbyen to the Skjæringa memorial just before noon on Tuesday as part of the city's traditional Norwegian Constitution Day celebration. 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

A youth troupe, left, performs a synchronized streamer routine during a family activities gathering Tuesday afternoon at Svalbardhallen. At right, youths 
and adults indulge in smørbrød, cake and other traditional Syttende Mai foods during the family gathering, which also featured games and music.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's a birthday party where Norway cele-
brates its past achievements and pays tribute to 
those who sacrificed to make those successes 
possible – but most of all it's a day about the kids 
and the future they represent.

Those historical themes were especially rel-
evant for Longyearbyen residents after a year 
filled with some of the most tragical and inspira-
tional moments in the town's history. While the 
local Syttende Mai celebration featured the usual 
speeches from Norwegian and Russian leaders in 
Svalbard about joining in past battles and coop-
erating today, recent events such as the near-total 
shutdown of Store Norske and the Dec. 19 
avalanche were also much in mind.  

"Many fear well that it is the beginning of 

the end of the coal adventure we are now wit-
nessing," said Hans-Gunnar Skreslett, a mem-
ber of the town's May 17 organizing 
committee, in a speech at the miner's monu-
ment in the center of town after an early morn-
ing procession through town. "Therefore it is 
extra important to stop and look back in grati-
tude to those who day after day, month after 
month and year after year have had their work 
inside the mountain."

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helge-
sen, unable to attend this year's celebration due 
to a family crisis – focused on a "Longyearbyen 
at its best" theme in a "Svalbard story" read in 
his absence  

"Longyearbyen at its best is we've faced 
this winter when the darkness was black, when 
we lost Nikoline and Atle," he said, referring to 
the tow people killed in the avalanche "We re-
joiced that lives were saved, while we mourned 
the loss of those we could not afford to lose."

Victims, heroes of present join 
traditional tributes to those from 
the past during Syttende Mai

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

A girl plays with patriotic pinwheel during the 
gathering at the Skjæringa memorial Tuesday.

Viacheslav Nikolaev, Barentsburg's Consul 
General, leads a moment of silence in memory 
of fallen Norwegian and Russian soldiers after 
laying a wreath at Skjæringa.
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives



"We avoid photos with watermarks – unless they're comical"

Two researchers trek through a blizzard on the ice north of Svalbard during the winter of 2015 in "Warmer," a two-part documentary on climate change.

'Warmer' documentary looks 
at 'Norway in a nutshell'

Climate change is affecting the Arctic far 
more quickly than the rest of the planet and a 
new documentary participating in a "Norway 
in a nutshell" tour illustrates this by…showing 
researchers in dark and really, really cold con-
ditions on the sea ice north of Svalbard in the 
middle of winter. But Norwegian Polar Insti-
tute Director Jan-Gunnar Winther said the 
work done by researchers during a six-month 
expedition on the ice last year reveal impacts 
that defy such images. "Of course, in these pic-
tures, nothing really reminds us about warming 
and climate change," he said. "But even so, the 
changes are dramatic, and no region in the world 
changes so fast as the Arctic." An 11-minute 
preview of the documentary "Warming" by the 
ABS-CBN News Channel in the Philippines 
can be seen at tinyurl.com/hzrhtnx.

– Norwegian Polar Instittue

UNIS prof's 'excellent' site 
shows climate things are cool

Earth is about 4.6 billion years old, climate 

change "has been the rule for the entire 
history…not the exception" and "during the last 
couple of millions of years, planet Earth has 
been in such a cold stage." Those fact nuggets 
are part of an "excellent" website by Ole Hum-
lum, a Danish professor of physical geography 
at the University of Oslo and adjunct professor 
of physical geography at The University Centre 
in Svalbard (at climate4you.com). Earth has 
gone through four such cold stages before and – 
cries of climate alarmists aside – the planet 
emerged from each with far higher global tem-
peratures (based on ice cores from Antarctica) 
than being experienced now, according to the 
website.

– Sun Live

Noway offers first virgin oil 
turf near Svalbard since 1994  

Norway’s government is opening an entire-
ly new slice of Arctic waters to oil and gas de-
velopment – and unlike environmentalists who 
have filed a lawsuit claiming the activity vio-
lates the Paris climate summit agreement – con-
siders that a good thing, The is move designed 
to trigger long-term drilling activity as low oil 
prices force producers to slash exploration 
spending. "Today we are opening a new chap-

ter in the history of the Norwegian petroleum 
industry,” Tord Lien, Norway’s minister of 
petroleum and energy, said in a statement. Ten 
drilling licenses are being offered to 13 compa-
nies, including Statoil SA, and U.S. giants 
ConocoPhillips and Chevron Corp. The new li-
censes include three sections of the southeast 
portion of the Arctic Barents Sea, an area previ-
ously disputed with Russia. Those sections hold 
the first virgin acreage to be opened to oil ex-
ploration in Norway since 1994.

– International Business Times

Russia condemned, but not 
called direct threat at summit

Russia's aggression in the Ukraine and the 
Baltics, and the concerns that's raising as they 
increasingly heat up their Arctic activities, was 
a dominant theme of the U.S.-Nordic Leaders’ 
Summit at the White House in Washington, 
D.C., last week. However, Norwegian Prime 
Minister Erna Solberg said "we don’t believe 
they are a threat to us directly. But what we 
know is if something happens in the world, the 
north is a strategically important area." Russia 
has provoked Norway in recent years by vastly 

TUESDAY

MONDAY

SUNDAY
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expanding their military activities north of 
Svalbard, seeking to expand its boundaries near 
the North Pole, and landing controversial mili-
tary-related officials and troops in the 
archipelago. Norway has responded by tighten-
ing its entry and passenger flight requirement. 
But "we have a long history of cooperating 
with Russia in the High North, even in times of 
political differences, " Solberg said.

– The Independent Barents Observer

Russia drops extra 30 percent 
of paratroopers on Arctic

About 2,000 paratrooper jumps were con-
ducted in the Arctic during this year’s winter 
season, about 30 percent more than planned, 
according to a press release issued by Russian 
Armed Forces inform. Most of the jumps were 

made from heights of 700 to 800 meters and 
with full military armor. Among the most 
unique – and controversial – operations was the 
one conducted over the North Pole drifting sta-
tion of Barneo. Then, technicians preparing the 
runway close to the North Pole, had huge prob-
lems finding an ice floe solid enough for land-
ing of aircrafts. Those jumps were conducted 
with use of the new Arbalet-2 parachute 
system, according to the press statement.

– The Independent Barents Observer

Page 10 May 17, 2016

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

A map, left, shows new oil drilling areas recently approved south of Svalbard. At right, Greenpeace protesters approach an oil rig in the Barents Sea.

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9

GREENPEACE

THURSDAY

STATOIL ASA
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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May 19
7 p.m.: Meeting to discuss proposed 
updated Svalbard "white paper," hosted 
by Svalbard's Conservative Party and 
featuring Ministry of Justice and Public 
Security Standing Committee member  
Margunn Ebbesen. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7:30 p.m.: Photo tour at 
Taubanesentralen, hosted by the 
Longyearbyen Photo Club.
8 p.m.: Concert by BrazzBanditen, a 
German brass band "of 13 to 18 tooters 
and a drum section" playing traditional 
and original songs. Kulturhuset.
May 21
Cultural exchange by Longyearbyen 
residents in Barentsburg. Residents from 
the Russian settlement will perform a 
similar show at 6 p.m. May 28 at 
Kulturhuset.
11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Open day at 
Longyearbyen power plant, featuring 
guided tours of the facility.
1 p.m.: Movie: "Angry Birds" (3D), U.S. 
animated, ages 6 and up. Kulturhuset.
3 p.m.: Movie: "Bad Neighbors 2," U.S. 
comedy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
10 p.m.: Concert by Joe Mullenix, U.S. 
classic rock artist. Svalbar.
May 22
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Omoide no Marnie," 
Japanese animated/family film, ages 6 
and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Green Circle meeting to discuss 
arrival and construction of new 
greenhouse, hosted by Polar 
Permaculture. Stormessa.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Our Kind of Traitor," 
British thriller, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
9 p.m.: Movie: "Huset," Norwegian 
horror/thriller, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● April the hottest month on Earth ever
● 187.7-caret diamond in Canada's ice
● Rare grizzly/polar hybrid shot in Canada
● Will a greener Arctic counter warming?

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Two new maps of the Barents Sea and Svalbard are part of a series being compiled this year.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Noisy charting
INSTITUTE OF MARINE RESEARCH

New seabed maps of Svalbard 'a 
giant geographic step' in tracking 
impacts of warming waters 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

New maps of the seabeds in Svalbard and 
the Barents Sea are being hailed as "'a giant geo-
graphic step" in charting the geological, biologi-
cal and chemical properties of the waters, ac-
cording to The Institute for Marine Research.

The project, which began in February and 
will continue through October, is examining wa-

ters already affected by climate change in prepa-
ration for mapping of Rijpfjorden next year.

"Rijpfjorden is probably among the high 
Arctic Norwegian fjords that are least affected 
by the recent climate trends," a statement by the 
institute notes. "It is therefore desirable to identi-
fy the bay to document the current state before 
climate change causes further warming of the 
waters at the northern coast of Nordaustlandet."

The mapping is being done with several ves-
sels using multibeam sonar equipment, plus a 
range of other data-collection instruments.


