
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Norway, while getting huffy about a Rus-
sian politician's visit violating the spirit of the 
Svalbard Treaty, was the guilty party breaking 
it by opening three new drilling areas near the 
archipelago, according to a protest filed by 
Russia.

The complaint asserts the so-called "Sval-
bard Square" in the 
Barents Sea, about 200 
kilometers southeast of 
Bjørnøya, where drill-
ing began last week, 
are within Svalbard's 
continental shelf and 
therefore off-limits un-
der the treaty, which prohibits economic activi-
ties such as oil drilling and production.

The "sharp diplomatic note" from the Rus-
sian embassy in Norway was sent March 3, be-
fore a controversial visit to Svalbard by Rus-
sian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozan, 
who is on a list of persons sanctioned by Nor-
way and other western countries due to their 
involvement in the Ukraine crisis, according to 
Verdens Gang.

A similar objection was filed earlier this 
year over two additional blocks in the Barents 
Sea, which Russia subsequently claimed was 
ignored by Norway.
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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tents at poorly chosen campsite; group 
also had trouble with weapon
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Getting answers: Updates on the central 
government's actions related to the Store 
Norske crisis will be posted at icepeople.net.
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- Three men rescued after 30 hours in snow pit
- Snow crab catch half of '14 due to more ships
- Man rescued by helo after snowmobile crash 
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Store Norske employees, labor union leaders and other Longyearbyen residents participate in a 
traditional May Day procession Friday, with this year's ceremony focusing largely on proposed 
changes to labor laws that critics say will result in harder work conditions and less job security.

WENCHE RAVLO

Weather summary
Mild temperatures and moderate 
winds through Friday; colder and 
cloudier this weekend.

Full forecast page 3

See CHALLENGE, page 4See MAYDAY, page 8

QUAKE SURVIVOR: Former Svalbard officer on Everest during avalanche. Story at icepeople.net
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May Day mayday?

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They were willing to help the company 
get through a crisis, agreeing to wage and pen-
sion adjustments to prevent more layoffs – or 
outright bankruptcy.

But they're far from willing – indeed 
they're angry – about doing the same thing on 
a national level, even though the government 
doing the asking just assisted them in a huge 
way.

A few dozen Longyearbyen residents, in-
cluding many working at the crisis-hit Store 
Norske, participated in a traditional series of 
May Day events that were as much a protest 
as a celebration. While honoring past workers 

and fallen soldiers for their achievements and 
sacrifices, participants also expressed fears 
about a future with harsher work requirements 
and less job security.

"The reality these days is people are 
working and living longer, and having fewer 
children," said Arlid Olsen, the union steward 
for Store Norske. As a result, there are only 
two options as the government tries to cope 
with a severe budget crisis brought on by low 
prices – earning less or paying more taxes.

"I think I would pay more taxes," he said. 
"I think I would like to spend more time with 
my family."

The Conservative-led government is in-
stead proposing changes to Norway's Working 
Environment Act that critics say will result in 
more temporary employees working longer 
hours, more mandatory hours for permanent 
workers and more work on Sundays.

Miners protest government 
labor law proposals eight days 
after getting lifesaving bailout

Russia steps up turf war, says 
Norway's new oil drilling sites 
near Svalbard violation of Treaty



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Weird doesn't always mean funny and, since 
we've used this space a lot recently to take pokes 
at some of Russia's more awkward moments of 
late, we're leading off this week with a tribute 
to one of the most graceful people to grow up 
in Svalbard. Maya Plisetskaya, who overcame 
what she called "endless suffering and humil-
iation" under Joseph Stalin to become the 
great ballerina of her generation in the eyes of 
many, died Saturday of a heart attack in Mu-
nich. She was born in Moscow in 1925 and 
spent part of her childhood in one of Russia's 
mining communities in Svalbard, where her fa-
ther worked as an engineer. She apparently in-
herited her artistic interests from her mother, 
who was a silent movie star, beginning ballet 
lessons at the age of nine. Under Stalin her fami-
ly was branded "enemies of the people" and her 
father became a victim one of the regime's 
purges in 1938, while her mother was sentenced 
to several years in a labor camp. But Plisetskaya 
would first dance for the Bolshoi Ballet compa-
ny at age 11, and was a permanent member from 
1943 until her retirement in 1990. Fears she 
would defect resulted in a ban on international 
travel until it was lifted in 1959 by Nikita 
Khrushchev – who also "rehabilitated" her par-
ents, calling her "not only as the best ballerina in 

the Soviet Union, but the best in the world" … 
But us being us, we're also noting the latest spin 
in a Barents Observer article announcing "Rus-
sia climbs four places in the World Happiness 
Ranking 2015. Meanwhile, neighboring 
Nordic countries appear to lose ground." Um, 
sure, Russia climbed all the way to 64th – and 
that was before the ruble collapsed at the end of 
the year – while Norway dropped all the way 
from second to fourth. But there's implications 
we've become a bunch of drunks and crooks 
while they've shaped up their act.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

We're still not done with you, Bully Boy: But 
since he offered graceful words in a graceful 
lady's presence, we'll refrain from our usual nut 
cracking until next week.

Can you figure out the 20-year-old in this pic?

Sigri Klausen Markussen performs with other locals youths during a concert Tuesday at Svalbard 
Church celebrating the 20-year anniversary of Longyearbyen Kultureskole. A second concert 
featuring younger students is scheduled at 6 p.m. Thursday at Kulturhuset.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.
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KREMLIN.RU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Snow. W winds to 32 km/h. 
High 0C (-14C wind chill), low 
-5C (-10C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Partly cloudy. SW winds to 29 
km/h. High -1C (-6C wind 
chill), low -2C (-8C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Mostly clear. NW winds to 25 
km/h. High -7C (-12C wind 
chill), low -9C (-15C wind 
chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, -7C (-13C), -9C (-15C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, -6C (-11C), -10C (-15C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -3C (-7C), -7C (-12C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, -2C (-6C), -4C (-8C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Seven vying to be Svalbard's 
next governor starting Oct. 1

Seven applicants are hoping to be Sval-
bard's next governor, including two with sig-
nificant previous ties to the archipelago. Kjer-
stin Askholt, 52, director general of the polar 
affairs depart of Norway's Ministry of Justice 
and Public Security, and former Lt. Gov. 
Rune Bård Hansen, 57, are seeking to be ap-
pointed to a three-year term when Gov. Odd 
Olsen Ingerø departs Oct. 1. The other candi-
dates are Inderpreet Cheema, 25, Louise 
Kavin, 38, Rolf B. Merckoll, 60, Inger-Marie 
Landfald, 48, and Erik Storelv, 54.

Conservatives pick Prytz as 
top local council candidate  

Torgeir Prytz, project manager for  Kongs-
berg Satellite Services, has been selected at the 
top-ranked Conservative Party candidate for 
this fall's Longyearbyen Community Council 
election. "He has extensive experience in Sval-
bard and know the challenges and, not least, the 
opportunities in the community well," said  
Kjetil Figenschou, the party's local chairman. If 
elected, he would replace Deputy Mayor Geir 
Hekne, who is citing work commitments in his 
decision to step down from the position.

Longyearbyen's first local 
brewery seeks summer debut

Longyearbyen's first-locally made beer 
should finally be available this summer after 
six years of struggling with everything from 
changing a law banning the manufacture of al-
cohol here to testing brew recipes, according 
to Robert Johansen, owner of Svalbard Bryg-
geri. A ship carrying the beer-making and oth-
er equipment is scheduled to travel north from 
the mainland in May and it should take about 
a month after it arrives before the first can of 
beer is ready to be consumed. "We are engag-
ing right now and negotiating with 
distributors," Johansen said. "Initially, it will 
be sold in the surrounding area, meaning 
northern Norway, but eventually the rest of 
the country and the world tour." He said some 
issues remain, including disposal of the large 
amounts of biomass from the grains, which he 
eventually hopes can be burned to produce 
heat during the brewing process.

Friday
Clear. SW winds to 29 km/h. 
High -2C (-8C wind chill), low 
-7C (-11C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Add kids to the downsizing

EPIDEMIC, from page 1

A "pirate ship" on the playground at Longyearbyen Kindergarten will remain unoccupied during the 
2015-16 school year as kids will be relocated to the city's other daycare centers due to low enrollment.

One of Longyearbyen's three 
kindergartens closing; unknown 
if coal crisis shrank enrollment  

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There are fewer workers in Longyearbyen 
since the beginning of year and fewer kids 
signed up for kindergarten starting this fall. 
But when adding up the facts, it can't be said 
for certain that one plus one equals the two 
kindergartens that will be open this fall.

Longyearbyen Kindergarten will be 
closed during the 2015-2016, and the children 
and staff transferred to the city's two other ma-
jor kindergartens and a smaller facility that 
has been used in the past, city officials an-
nounced Monday. The city received 156 appli-
cations by the April 15 deadline, not enough 
to fill the 180 vacancies at the main three 
kindergartens.

Several alternatives were discussed with 
union representatives, kindergarten staff and 
parents, wrote Unn Martinsen, head of the 
city's childhood and culture division, in an of-
ficial decision announcing the closing. 
Longyearbyen Kindergarten, adjacent to Sval-
bard Church, was selected for closure due pri-
marily to the condition of the building.

"Longyearbyen kindergarten is a building 
from 1969 with operational challenges," he 
wrote. "It's drafty, has trouble getting enough 

radiator heat in cold periods and will require 
major improvements in insulation. There is not 
a mounted heat exchanger in the building and 
lighting needs to be replaced in a department."

The staff at Longyearbyen Kindergarten 
will be offered positions at other facilities and 
"none will be notified they are redundant," the 
decision states.

In addition to Polarflokken Kindergarten 
next to Longyearbyen School and Kullungen 
Kindergarten in the center of town, the city 
will also send some children to Formannshuset  
which is approved for 24 seats, has good 
equipment and heating, has previously been 
used as a nursery department and is ready for 
use."

The downsizing continues a trend since 
the beginning of the year when Store Norske 
laid off about 100 of its 340 employees after 
suffering a record loss in 2014 due primary to 
a coal price slump. Companies providing ser-
vices to the mining company have been forced 
to downsize as well and city leaders speculated 
Longyearbyen would lose up to 250 of its esti-
mated 2,100 residents when family members 
of those laid off were factored in.

But Martinsen, in an e-mail interview, 
stated the coal crisis cannot be definitely 
blamed for the low kindergarten enrollment.

"We do not know the causes of the decline 
in the number of children," he wrote.
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What you spend on coffee in a week can provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year
A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper. 

We've published this for years for free out of love, but we do need some back to pay the bills.
Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

By the 

Since you can bet on climate change im-
pacts, it makes sense to be able to take sides 
with those gambling they can profit from it.

Armchair oil barons can now bet on the 
prospects of striking oil as drillers move further 
north in Norway's Arctic using WellBet, an on-
line betting site from Geonova and Atlantic 
Petroleum (at www.geonova.no/well-bet).

But unlike "real" betting sites when it's 
possible to make money guessing things like 

the melt rate of the Arctic ice sheet, cyber spec-
ulators won't reap any riches if the oil compa-
nies do – unless ego indulgence is something of 
value.

"Each prospect is presented with a standard 
set of publicly available information," the web-
site states. "Participants can indicate whether 
they predict a technical or commercial discov-
ery and whether they expect what kind of hy-
drocarbons to be found."

They can also share their background ex-
pertise and success – or failure – of their bets.

Drilling ignites treaty fued

Armchair oil barons can enrich 
their egos by 'gambling' on new 
projects in northern Norway  

Oil workers observe the 
horizon aboard a drilling 

rig in one of three new 
areas near Svalbard that 

were opened up for 
exploration by Norway's 
government earlier this 
year. Russia claims the 

areas, the closest of 
which is about 200 

kilometers southeast of 
Bjørnøya, are part of 

Svalbard's continental 
shelf and therefore 

violate the Svalbard 
Treaty. Norway asserts 

the parcels belong to the 
mainland's continental 

shelf. Both countries, as 
well as others with 

claims to Arctic territory, 
are increasingly looking 

to the north for oil as 
climate change 

diminishes the sea ice.

HARALD PETTERSEN / STATOIL

See promise in Arctic oil? Bet on it

CHALLENGE, from page 1

Some new oil drilling areas in the Barents Sea, 
highlighted by the red line, violate the Svalbard 
Treaty because they are part of the archipelago's 
continental shelf, a protest by Russia claims.

NORWEGIAN PETROLEUM DIRECTORATE

No option for "environmental disaster?" So 
much for luring Greenpeace to an oil betting site 
where speculators vie for bragging rights.

GEONOVA AS

"We have offered the Norwegian side bilat-
eral consultations to discuss the regulation of 
petroleum activities on Svalbard's continental 
shelf," a statement by the embassy asserted. 
"But we have not received an answer to that."

Norwegian Foreign Minister Børge 
Brende, in an e-mail to VG, suggested 
Norway's reaction is likely to be similar with 
the more recent complaint.

"It is the Norwegian government alone 
which manages resources on the Norwegian 
continental shelf," he wrote. "For that reason it 
is not of interest to consult with other countries’ 
governments on the allocation of licenses on 
the Norwegian continental shelf. This is in line 
with the Law of the Sea and the attitude of all 
Norwegian governments since the announce-
ment of licenses on the Norwegian continental 
shelf began 50 years ago."

Norway prohibits oil drilling in or near the 
Arctic sea ice, but earlier this year opened new 
areas to oil drilling by pushing the ice boundary 
60 to 70 kilometers north, citing climate change 

as the cause. The Norwegian Petroleum Direc-
torate also conducted controversial seismic tests 
in Svalbard and nearby waters last summer.

The new drilling was also protested by the 
environmental organization Greenpeace, which 
has unsuccessfully sought to halt oil work in 
the Barents Sea numerous times in recent years. 

The most recent complaint target the northern-
most well, called Bjaaland, which OMV Norge 
is expected to drill for about 50 days.

The company has successfully drilled at 
two other sites in the same area during the past 
couple of years and, in its application, asserted 
the odds of an oil spill reaching Bjørnøya is 
less than five percent.

The Conservative-led government, while 
continuing its aggressive efforts to expand oil 
exploration, is contributing to a new project ini-
tiated last month by The Arctic Council aimed 
at improving responses to oil spills. State Sec-
retary Bård Glad Pedersen, in a prepared state-
ment, said Norway is contributing 3.4 million 
kroner to the effort.

"These are vulnerable areas exposed when 
business and transport increases in the Arctic," 
he said. "An important part of the government's  
efforts in the north are therefore geared towards 
environmental protection, safety and emergen-
cy preparedness."
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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CRISIS, from page 1

Russian soldiers, left, participate in an extreme cold weather exercise in April near an ice floe camp at about 89 degrees latitude north. The ice camp, a 
supplement to one constructed annually for scientists and tourists participating in North Pole expeditions, is being hailed by Russian leaders as a key 
step toward pursuing a more ambitious Arctic agenda. Ar right, a map depicts areas, including Svalbard, where Norway believes Russia is focusing on.   

NORWEGIAN DEFENSE MINISTRY

Defense report: Russia's actions in Ukraine means Norway's military must revamp to safeguard Arctic

End of 'the deep peace'
COURTESY OF CHALLENGE 100

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Just days after a top Russian leader added 
to his provocation of Norway by comparing 
Svalbard to Crimea, Norway is doing its own 
raising of the stakes by saying a military over-
haul is necessary to prevent such an intrusion.

Russia's annexation of the eastern Ukraine 
region and its further acts of aggression against 
neighboring countries drastically alters 
Norway's security situation in the Arctic, a re-
port commissioned by the Norwegian Defense 
Ministry states. The crisis "marks the end of a 
long period of peace time in Europe" and "the 
new threat and risk reality requires that a new 
state of normality is established."

"Russia will be the most important factor 
in the Norwegian defense planning in the fore-
seeable future," the report states.

In case of a serious crisis, Russia will seek 
to gain control over the areas stretching into the 
Barents Sea while denying other access, the 
analysis concludes. Furthermore, Svalbard 

presents unique and potentially more difficult 
challenges.

"Norway got sovereignty over the 
archipelago through the Svalbard Treaty of 
1920 and it has been part of the Kingdom since 
1925," the report states. "Some countries are 
critical of Norwegian exercise of its authority. 
Russia wants to maintain its historic position in 
the archipelago with a clear presence and is 
aiming for special arrangements. A foothold in 
Svalbard may also be of military strategic im-
portance to ensure influence in the western 
Arctic and countering western use for military 
purposes. Disagreement with Norway concern-
ing the pursuit of authority in the Fisheries Pro-
tection Zone can continue to be a source of 
conflict."

Still, the defense analysts conclude an actu-
al escalation of military force is unlikely unless 
a crisis gets out of control or becomes large of a 
larger conflict.

Norway will also need to look beyond Rus-
sia due to growing threats elsewhere, including 

the Asia-Pacific region. 
"Terrorism, cyber attacks and long-range 

missiles testify that geographic distance has 
less significance," the report notes. Overlapping 
claims to Arctic region will also continue to be 
a problem, although unlikely on their own to 
result in military action.

Russia and Norway – like many countries 
competing for status in the Arctic – say cooper-
ation is vital to address issues such as climate 
change and safety. The defense report, while 
concurring, also repeats previous studies show-
ing Svalbard open international status makes it 
a ripe target for other countries looking to take 
advantage of that cooperative spirit.

"Svalbard will remain increasingly often 
the first to research and travel in and through 
the Arctic," the report states. "Increased activity 
deep inside the Arctic, as well as military oper-
ations, emphasize the necessity of good surveil-
lance and intelligence."

Political chill detracts focus on warming environment

Got a business? You could be reading about yourself here instead of our beseeching
We're working to provide more breaking news and larger copies of this thing, but it costs us.

A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper.
We're also seeking advertisers who don't mind paying a little money for a lot of exposure.

Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It was supposed to be a feel-good, pre-
meeting gathering where Canada showcased its 
accomplishments  as head of the Arctic Council 
for the past two years. But after months of 
planning, the event was abruptly cancelled.

"In the current geopolitical and security 
context, there were growing concerns about this 
event," a Canadian foreign official declared in a 
letter to eight-nation council.

The "concerns," prompted by Russia's acts 
of aggression in the Ukraine, cast a similar 
tension over last month's biennial meeting of 
the council, which is supposed to focus on 
economic and environmental rather than 
military matters. But delegates and observers 
said Russia's actions are threatening to shift the 
focus, even as the U.S. declared climate change 
will be its priority issue as it takes over the 
council chairmanship for the next two years.

"There is a pushing of the envelope here," 
said U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski, who attended 
the meeting as part of a delegation led by 
Secretary of State John Kerry, according to The 
New York Times. "The Arctic should be this 
zone of peace. I absolutely believe that, adhere 

to it, but I also recognize that within a zone of 
peace, there is respect that you show for one 
another."

Russia, in what many called a retaliatory 
snub at Canada, declined to send Foreign 
Minister Sergey V. Lavrov, who attended the 
council meeting two years ago in Sweden, 
instead sending Minister of Natural Resources 
and the Environment, Sergei Y. Donskoi. 
Donskoi was part of a delegation who 
accompanied Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozan on a trip to Svalbard just before the 
council meeting that further inflamed tensions 
among the other Arctic nations at the meeting.

 who was also on Mr. Rogozin’s trip to the 
North Pole last weekend.

Heather Exner-Pirot, Eye On The Arctic,  
Radio Canada International website

 Back in 2006, the Norwegian government set 
up a temporary secretariat in Tromsø to serve its 
Arctic Council chairmanship, with the idea that 
Denmark and Sweden would also use its services.  
Probably as intended, the temporary secretariat 
became a permanent secretariat in the same 
location in 2013, and last week it was revealed 
that both the Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat, 
which had been located in Copenhagen, and the 
Arctic Economic Council would also establish 
offices there. Combined with its hosting of the Russia's actions brings military 

tensions into Arctic Council as 
U.S. takes over chairmanship

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Lifelong adventurer to ski Svalbard's tallest peak as the next step in his post-paralysis transformation

Vincent Delepeleire, wearing the green helmet at left, prepares to descend a slope in the French Alps using a special set of skis as part of his training for 
an expedition to Newtontoppen with seven friends who will carry him to the top before he tries to ski down. At right, a friend helps Delepeleire up after a 
fall while relearning the sport. His companions, some of whom teach disabled skiers, say such dependence is one of the hardest parts for participants.

COURTESY OF RIDING OVER 73

Mogul 'mutant' stands tall  

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

These days it's an unthinkable insult to re-
fer to a paraplegic as a "mutant" But Vincent 
Delepeleire not only embraces the title, it's the 
theme of a movie that will follow his attempt to 
ski down Svalbard highest peak during the next 
week.

Delepeleire, 24, from the village of St. Jean 
d'Anvey in the French Alps, is paralyzed from 
the torso down after five vertebrae were 
crushed in an accident when he was a timber 
worker in 2011. But he's refusing to lay low – 
indeed, he soared sky-high on a paraglider in 
the Alps before planning his ski trip – even 
though he will need the assistance of seven 
longtime friends who will take care of the up-
hill part with him on a sled.

"It's not them pulling me to the top," he 
said a day before their Wednesday departure, 
speaking through one of his friends as a transla-
tor. "It's all of us going to the top."

The group plans to spend five days travel-
ing to and skiing down the 1,713-meter-high 
Newtontoppen in northeastern Spitsbergen, and 
recording the adventure for a documentary ti-
tled "Handicap Au Nord."

The film "will tell the mutation of Vincent 
(and) his ascension to the top of Svalbard," a 
fundraising announcement for the expedition 
notes. "It will be all at once a portrait of a pro-
posal testing force of character, of life force, 
funny and mischievous, the portrait of each of 
his friends…(and) the solidarity and team spirit 
that makes possible the transfer of Vincent."

All expeditions in Svalbard require careful 
planning for the extreme Arctic conditions and, 
as expected, extra considerations were neces-
sary due to Delepeleire's disability.

"The thing is when it's minus 20 or minus 
30 you have to be aware of the cold," said Ben-
jamin Claudel. "Vincent can't."

So in addition to frequent checks on Dele-
peleire, he will be wearing electric socks and 

receive lower body massages during the day to 
ensure his circulation.

There was also some extra pondering about 
that other "normal" problem in Svalbard – what 
to do if a polar bear attacks – although that end-
ed up being largely irrelevant.

"He can't outrun the bear, but we can't ei-
ther," Claudel said.

Delepeleire, who along with his friends has 
been skiing since he was a tot, had to relearn 
the sport entirely after his accident using a spe-
cially designed set of skis attached to a seat. 
That meant a lot of falls and needing help to get 
up again, but he said the struggle is all just a 
part of his new growth process.

"If you want to see things that way, life is 
difficult anyway," he said. "It was just a differ-
ent way to do things I enjoy."

The expedition can be followed at www. 
tinyurl.com/khse5yp.

Vincent Delepeleire, second from right in group picture, gathers with (from left) filmmaker Damien Artero, Pierre-Edouard Belly, Benjamin Claudel, Julien 
Walch, Jeremy Huret, Aurelia Lande, and Jeff Cap at Svalbard Lodge a day before their Wednesday departure to Newtontoppen. At right, Delepeleire 
paraglides above the French Alps in 2014 in preparation for a month-long expedition across the entire European Alps (video at vimeo.com/100300606).

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE COURTESY OF IN CLOUD
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Top Norwegian political and science officials, 
above left, tour the new Arctic Center for 

Unmanned Aircraft in Ny-Ålesund during its 
official opening Tuesday. At top right, Stian 

Solbø, a researcher for the Northern Research 
Institute, accompanies an unmanned aircraft to 
Svalbard in March aboard the Bjørkhaug cruise 

ship as part of an effort to determine if the 
aircraft can be used to count seals. Full details 

about the new center, seen in an overhead view 
at bottom right, are at icepeople.net. Photos 
courtesy of the Northern Research Institute.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

Droning on reaches new heights

icepeople.net

Because folks into Svalbard are so awesome at it, it's the

For everyone who's said "you should charge for your paper" 
and/or appreciate an English source of local news and/or 
articles about stuff not in the "real" newspaper 
In the true spirit of alternative newspapers, we've 

kept Icepeople free (and unlike some of them, 
also free of porn and "hookup" ads) because it's 

a labor of love – and we have a fierce 
independent streak, editorially speaking. But this 

is your chance to show you mean it with a 
voluntary "subscription" that can help cover 

our costs. An eight-page issue like this costs 10 
kroner apiece just for photocopying, to say 

nothing of other expenses (which doesn't include 
"luxuries" like our editor's massive coffee and 

other survival costs, which he's trying to deal with 
through various fledgling bits of work). Multiply 
that over the course of year (or several) and…

well, it adds up rather fast if one guy's paying for 
virtually all of it. 

Or that a lot of 
our "real" 
newspapers 
have been 
larger in size 
lately

Notice how it's tastefully low-key, with 
no pop-ups, autoplay videos or mad 

Flash effects to get your attention? 
We hope so, because we'd really like 
to keep it that way and prove peopler 

don't have to be bludgeoned. 

Want more details or to hear this groveling in person? Contact our editor at marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638.

We've literally given our all to keep you informed and 
entertained about all things Svalbard for years…

…now we're asking you to help us keep helping you

For those who just want to make some 
money (not that there's anything wrong 
with that, since we obviously do as well)...
We're stepping up our efforts to provide more coverage in print and online, with 
the hope of making large newspapers like this the norm while continuing to 
provide daily updates about breaking news at our website. As part of that, we're 
also now hoping to lure advertisers who appreciate the large local and 
global audience we're built up during the past six years – if not for our sake, 
then because it's a prime opportunity to reach the visitors (actual and potential) 
who discover this miracle on ice through us, plus of course Svalbard's huge and 
growing number of international residents. Our rates are rather cheap, so if 
you're one of those "alternative" businesses sharing our woes of struggle, it's an 
idea way of getting attention along with the major players.
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A polar bear mother and her three cubs rests on the sea ice in Billefjorden, which The Governor 
of Svalbard had urged people to avoid during the past month. The fjord is a popular approach 
route to Pyramiden, but the polar bears are "in a critical phrase for survival" since spring is their 
primary feeding season. The governor reissued the warning this week, noting the bears are now 
transitioning between fjords. This picture, posted on Spitzbergen Reisen's Facebook page, 
prompted questions about whether the bears were being disturbed but Marcel Schütz, the 
photographer and the company's owner, stated on the page "we arrived by boat (MS 
Langøysund) on the iceridge and had a good and fair distance to the sweet family. It is common 
sense that polar bears should not be disturbed. The picture is made with a zoom."

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

What's up
May 6
6 p.m.: Movie: "Skammerens Datter," 
Danish action/adventure, ages 11 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
May 7
6 p.m.: Longyearbyen Kultureskole 20th 
anniversary concert. Kulturhuset.
7:30 p.m.: Concert by Siri Nilsen. 
Kulturhuset.
May 8-9
Documentary film festival to raise money 
for avalanche victims in Nepal. "Nord For 
Sola" screens at 7 p.m. and "Bjørnøya" 
at 8:30 p.m. May 8 at UNIS; 
"Medisinkvinnene" at 2 p.m. May 9 at 
Kulturhuset. All feature English subtitles.
May 10
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Fast and Furious 7," U.S. 
action/thriller, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: "Stammen," Dutch/Ukrainian 
drama/romace, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
May 11
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Barentz Pub.
May 12
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
May 17
Norwegian Constituion Day. Full schedule 
of events in May 12 issue of Icepeople 
and at icepeople.net.
May 18
8 p.m.: Triavia quiz. Barentz Pub.
May 19
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
May 20
6 p.m.: Movie: "The Longest Ride," U.S. 
drama/romance, ages 7 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
May 23
6 p.m. Cultural exchange in Barentsburg.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Few left to speak dying Sami languages
● Melting reveals new Greenland island
● Two studying Arctic ice drown in Canada
● Study: Fjords rock at storing carbon

'Same, but different' labor crises
MAYDAY, from page 1

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

MARCEL SCHÜTZ / SPITZBERGEN REISEN

But the government also showed its sup-
port for Store Norske's workers last month 
when it recommended a $500-million-kroner 
bailout plan to save the nearly bankrupt coal 
mining company. The assistance package, 50 
million kroner more than Store Norske request-
ed after a record loss of 537 million kroner in 
2014 due primarily to low coal prices, com-
bines an unspecified loan amount and the gov-
ernment's acquisition of Storer Norske proper-
ties.

Store Norske also laid off about 100 of its 
340 employees earlier this year, is refinancing 
bank debts and obtained compensation conces-
sions from workers as part of its restructuring 
plan. But Olsen said while he supported em-
ployee concessions to help the company with 
its cash crisis, the government's request for 
concessions is a "same, but different" situation.

"When you're inside a company you can 
make solutions to make your situation comfort-
able," he said.

Furthermore, Olsen noted "the government 
didn't give us any money. They're buying prop-
erties."

The relief of receiving the bailout package 
– which much still be approved by Parliament, 

although a majority of parties have indicated 
they will support it – was also tempered by the 
government's long delay in making the recom-
mendation. Store Norske made its loan request 
in January and expected a reply by Easter, but 
instead it didn't come until nearly a month later 
– after DnB bank announced it was cutting off 
the company's line of credit.

"We were thinking about stopping produc-
tion last week," Olsen said.

If you can see this, you're probably too close

Tove Karoline Knutsen, a Labor Party member 
of Parliament from the Troms region, performs a 
Latin song during a May Day gala at Kulturhuset.
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