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Weather summary
Partly to mostly cloudy with mild 
winds and gradually dropping 
temperatures through next week.

Full forecast page 3
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A massive crack running along the first half of the 1,200-meter ice runway at Barneo gives an An-74 airplane very little room to land and stop Monday.

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Locals peeved at tourists peering and peeing at cabins near town

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

This year's North Pole expedition season 
may be the worst ever for modern adventurers 

hoping to reach the top of the world, as the 
opening of the Barneo ice camp will likely be 
delayed more than a week due to ongoing 
problems building a stable ice runway.

A runway at the support camp at about 89 
degrees latitude north was completed Sunday 
– a day or two later than officials hoped to 

wasted on crack

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

Firefighters work to contain a March 10 fire on 
the ground floor of Stormessa in Nybyen.

North Pole hopefuls facing more than a week of delays as ice runway cracks before Barneo opens 

NORTH POLE 2016: RUNAWAY RUNWAY

Not a 'people zoo'
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

OK, let's try this again: Just because locals 
are living the wild life doesn't make them 
wildlife.

Numerous complaints about tourists – and 
maybe even a rogue tour guide or two – intrud-
ing on private cabins (occupied and not) have 
been voiced in recent weeks, with visitors do-

ing everything from barging in uninvited to us-
ing them as wind screens while answering the 
call of nature. While cabin owners say the 
problem isn't new, or necessarily increasing, 
there is concern efforts by the tourism industry 
to educate visitors about proper behavior don't 
always seem to be taking hold.

"My experience at Easter was not the OK 
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Visitors take a break near a historic cabin at 
Hiorthhamn across the bay from Longyearbyen. See INTRUDERS, page 4



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

It's that time of year again where we put on 
our "community oriented journalism" hats 
and remind locals that under no circum-
stances should they be bothered by the beach 
traffic pictured to the right and under no 
circumstances should they enter this year's 
"trash lottery" seeking volunteers to pick 
the mess up. After all, it can be cold, wet and/
or exhausting work – not to mention polar bears 
have been known to disrupt the efforts of previ-
ous unpaid garbage collectors. So for once 
we're telling you to skip the rest of this week's 
rant. Seriously, just stop reading. Now. OK, 
now that we've hopefully gotten rid of at least 
some who are newcomers or unaware, perhaps 
the odds will be a bit better for the masses 
who've been entering the lottery for many years 
(including us) hoping to make one of two half-
week trips to the coast of northern Spitsbergen 

for the annual cleanup hosted by The Governor 
of Svalbard. This year's trips are from July 
12-15 and July 18-21, each with a group of 12 
people, and the deadline to enter is May 1. Eli-
gibility requirements and entry forms are avail-
able at tinyurl.com/j2vne6u.  

Leg 2: 18.-21. July.  Seriously, just stoptinyurl.com/zydlr67
polar night officially begins April 19, but full light as of Tuesday.

18 things about nord polen
tinyurl.com/hnsktck

http:/www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35685889
The northernmost battle shown is Operation Gauntlet, which happened just 

600 miles south of the North Pole, on the Norwegian island of Spitsbergen dur-
ing World War Two.

Trip advisor guy
tinyurl.com/jf6brlz

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

No need for you to pick this up: Just be happy 
knowing it's Somebody Else's Problem.

It takes fortitude to call this Longyearbyen

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

SYSSELMANNEN

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

TOURISO IN OUT
Longyearbyen residents are so deliriously delighted they're delusional about where they live, at 
least if this photo is how the town actually looks instead of the place locals think they're living. The 
Argentinian newspaper El Sol features this picture in an article headlined "The Happiest People 
Are the World's Northernmost," which digs up a few other scoops likely to surprise even the 
oldest of old-timers. Everything, for example, is brought in by plane or ship "except coal and seal 
meat and reindeer." Among the gleeful inhabitants singled out is "a cashier at the Colombian 
supermarket" and the editor of this fishwrapper (which you're not really holding since it only exist 
on the internet). Also, "this year there has been no winter" and "everyone in Svalbard describes 
life as a polar El Dorado." Which means a lot of locals also need to get their hearing checked 
since it seems unlikely many are hearing comparisons of their hometown to a mythical gold city of 
indigenous people from the 1500s. (For the record, we don't know what town this is, but our best 
guess is it's a publicity still from "Fortitude," the show that tells the world trees line the streets of 
Longyearbyen. If anyone has better info, give us a head-up and we'll give you a shout-out.)

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NW winds to 15 
km/h. High -8C (-12C wind 
chill), low -11C (-15C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 4:25a; sunset: 9:41p

Thursday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 11 
km/h. High -5C (-8C wind 
chill), low -8C (-12C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 4:16a; sunset: 9:50p

Saturday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 22 
km/h. High -9C (-14C wind 
chill), low -13C (-18C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 3:55a; sunset: 10:11p

Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -12C (-18C), -15C (-21C), light 18:37h; Monday, p. cloudy, -10C (-16C), -15C (-20C), light 
19:00h; Tuesday, p. cloudy, -10C (-15C), -13C (-17C), light 19:25h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -12C (-16C), -14C (-18C), light 19:51h; 

Data provided by Storm.not

Friday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 18 
km/h. High -4C (-7C wind 
chill), low -11C (-15C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 4:06a; sunset: 10:00p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Historic trestles getting fresh 
legs starting this spring 

Longyearbyen's historic coal mining tres-
tles are getting new legs to stand on, so to 
speak, as rotting poles supporting the massive 
wooden towers are scheduled to be replaced 
starting this spring. The trestles were used to 
transport coal by cable car from the center of 
Longyearbyen to the processing facility at 
Hotellneset until 1987. Experts have exam-
ined a total of 58 trestles in Longyearbyen and 
seven in Hiorthamn to date, concluding many 
need refurbishing. "Rot is a well-known prob-
lem with such structures," said Sveinung 
Lystrup Thesen, property manager for Store 
Norske, which is responsible for maintaining 
the trestles at the behest of the Norwegian 
government. The first repairs to the trestle 
next to Kulturhuset are scheduled to be com-
pleted this spring.  The foundation is well pre-
served in permafrost two meters beneath the 
surface, but the four thick poles that connect 
the 30-meter structure to its foundation have 
rotted and must be replaced. The poles will be 
dug up and replaced two at a time, with the 
other two opposing poles securing the 20-ton 
structure while the "feet" are replaced. Offi-
cials expect the work will allow the trestle to 
remain standing for another 50 years.

Snowmobile DUI results in 
40K kr. fine, 28 days in jail  

A snowmobiler arrested for driving while 
highly intoxicated has been fined 40,000 kro-
ner, sentenced to 28 days in jail and will lose 
his driver's license for three years after plead-
ing guilty to charges in Nord-Troms District 
Court. Police received a tip on Jan. 16 that the 
snowmobiler, a Longyearbyen man in his 30s, 
was driving under the influence in Advent-
dalen. Officials were forced to track him using 
one of the governor's rescue helicopters when 
efforts to contact him from the road were un-
successful, with the man eventually driving 
the scooter into the mudflats of the bay. The 
man had a blood-alcohol content of .23 per-
cent, according to police, more than ten times 
the legal limit. The governor's office sought a 
56,000 kroner fine for the man, but the court 
reduced it since he does not have regular em-
ployment. He also faced up to 45 days in jail 
and the loss of his license for up to five years.

Russia's plans to have military 
instructors land in Longyearbyen 
may violate Svalbard Treaty

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE
Russia's Division of Airborne Troops practice airdrops in preparation for an exercise scheduled on 
an ice floe at the Barneo ice camp this month. The Russian Ministry of Defense said military 
instructors are planning a stopover at Svalbard Airport as part of the exercise.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Russia is planning to have military instruc-
tors make a stopover in Longyearbyen as part 
of a large-scale paratrooper exercise near the 
North Pole this month, an action that may vio-
late the Svalbard Treaty.

The stopover, first reported by The Inde-
pendent Barents Observer, will involve Rus-
sian airborne forces, plus possibly troops from 
allied countries such as Belarus, Kazakhstan 
and Armenia. The airdrop onto the Barneo ice 
camp at 89 degrees north latitude will be fol-
lowed by exercises in the area, similar to drills 
Russia has done in the region during the past 
two years.

"In Moscow they’ll assemble platforms for 
airdrop," a post at the Russian Geographical 
Society’s Expedition Center's Facebook page 
notes. "The next day these platforms will be 
transported to Murmansk and loaded with bar-
rels of fuel. Our An-74 will also fly there with 
the rest of the equipment for the camp, so as 

not to make an extra technical flight from 
Longyearbyen to Barneo. In Murmansk the fuel 
and equipment will be made ready to be 
dropped over Barneo. The An-74 will bring to 
Longyearbyen instructors and dog sledges for 
the Airborne forces’ exercise."

Using Svalbard to prepare for a military 
exercise may violate a section of the Svalbard 
Treaty that, according to the Norwegian gov-
ernment's interpretation, states "All foreign mil-
itary activity in Svalbard is prohibited and would 
entail a gross infringement of sovereignty."

“Unless they involve innocent passage 
through territorial waters, foreign military and 
civilian government vessels wishing to enter 
Norwegian territorial waters around Svalbard 
must apply well in advance for diplomatic 
clearance. The same applies to calls at ports in 
Svalbard and landings at airports."

Russia deliberately provoked Norway 
when Deputy Prime Dmitry Rogozin stopped in 
Longyearbyen and Barentsburg on his way to 
last year's training exercise. Although he was 
on Norway's list of banned persons, the restric-
tion didn't apply to Svalbard. Norway subse-
quently altered entry rules for the archipelago.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700

Cabins visited by invasive species  
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

INTRUDERS, from page 1

A trio of students from The University Centre in Svalbard keep their distance from a cabin at Hiorthhamn during a hike along the shoreline this week.

Sval and Bard return to Svalbard – lacking 
proper clothing and a rifle, of course – during a 
March unveiling of giant exhibits at Svalbard 
Airport and elsewhere featuring their satirical 
videos about improper tourist behavior.

kind," wrote Anne Lise Sandvik, who started 
the most recent debate on a Longyearbyen 
community Facebook page, describing her holi-
day at her cabin across the channel from 
Longyearbyen. "I have great tolerance and un-
derstanding that people are seeking Hiorth-
hamn, and I gladly invite them in for coffee and 
thawing. This is not about being welcome or 
not. It's about common decency and that both 
guides and others should know where the limits 
are for inquiring (and pissing)."

Much of the debate focused on the role of 
tour operators in such visits, with several re-
spondents stating definitively some guides – 
possibly newer or independent ones – are in-
deed among the guilty.

"We encountered a bunch there last sum-
mer – with a guide," wrote Hanne Bjerk, a 
sporting goods store manager, on the Facebook 

page. "They used the cottages as windbreak 
while they were going to the toilet."

Such assertions are upsetting because they 
lack specifics, said Ronny Brunvoll, director of 
Visit Svalbard, in an interview.

"If people have anything to complain about 
be specific," he said. "Why spread rumors 
about things that may not be true?"

Brunvoll said he's also "sick and tired of 
these rumors on Facebook" instead of having 
people report suspected bad behavior to the 
tourism agency – or police, in the event of a 
break in or other illegal behavior.

Complaints about poor behavior by tourists 
have piled up in different ways in recent years, 
from taking photos of kindergartners to treating 
the area hit by the Dec. 19 avalanche as a "dis-
aster tourism" attraction.

being overly aggressive exploring and asking residents about 
The stories keep piling up: they wandered into homes and rifled 

through vehicles to see how the locals lived, tramped through kinder-
gartens and offered ?? tots ??? as they were creatures at a petting zoo, 
and apparently are now taking their further afield by ?? cabins…

Mark Sabbatini Dette skjer oftere nå enn i tidligere år?
Like · Reply · 22 hrs
Anne Lise Klungseth Sandvik
spitra-private cabin use as base, (look at spits travel) go to 

balderdalen, then to foxdalen, 

aeco-yes and no. thrre are guifelines in place. spec-it's not spec. 
for long or bar., wht doin now for partners. they ill not be community 
specific. they will be on a general level.

we have applidd ,oney, 
future-that depends on fumduimg, shlfd have anwer durimg sum-

mer and start talks in fall.

Anne Lise Klungseth Sandvik Nei. det er det ingen grunn til å si, 
men det hender at turister bare går inn der de ikke har noe å gjøre, 
både på hytter og i byen

Tommy Anderssen Det er selvfølgelig uheldig når dette skjer, 
men tror ikke man skal gjøre dette til noe stort problem. Har selv hytte 

COURTESY OF KAIROSTUDIO
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 
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TRAPPERS TRAIL
A route map for this year's Trappers Trail race, left, includes a new "open class" trail (green line) on 
the first day of the race that's 70 kilometers instead of the regular 40-kilometer trail (purple line). At 
right, mushers compete on skis and sleds in the Hilmar Nøis Trail race in February, which helped 
determine seedings for Trappers Trail. Those not in the earlier race got random subsequent seedings.

That's one slick pup
36 mushers, 137½ dogs (really) 
comprise record field as annual 
Trappers Trail adds new course

Elise Strømseng, director of this year's Trappers Trail race, guides her dog team along a freshly groomed trail in Kapp Schollin during Easter weekend. 
ELISE STRØMSENG

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A year after being struck low by a flu epi-
demic, the Trappers Trail sled dog race is 
healthier and more competitive than ever.

A total of 36 mushers (not including an in-
fant) will guide 137.5 dogs (yes, that's official 
total) divided into a record 26 dog teams during 
the two-day race that begins at noon Saturday. 
Five teams will be participating in a new "open 
class" that adds 30 kilometers to the standard 
40-kilometer route on the first day of the race.

"When people are taking less than two 
hours for the 40 kilometers on the first day that 
says a little bit about their level," Elise Strøm-
seng, director of this year's race, told Svalbard-
posten. "People have become better drivers, they 
are going on training rides and they have better 
dogs. Some of them need greater challenges."

The extended first-day course from 
Longyearbyen to Kapp Linn adds a section 
with checkpoints at Skiferdalen and Istjøn-
ndalen (instead of the single checkpoint at 
Fritham along the regular route). "Open class" 
participants can have up to ten dogs, while oth-
er racers are in ski and sled teams (one to three 
dogs), small teams (three to five dogs) and 
large teams (six to eight dogs).

It's a far cry from the inaugural race in 
2009 when only a couple of the 11 teams had 

previous racing experience. Furthermore, for 
the first time it is a qualifying race for the Nor-
wegian Siberian Husky Club's Dogsled Cham-
pion award, although teams have to meet sever-
al breed and other requirements.

This year's record field will also likely also 
experience a far more enjoyable weekend than 
last year's, when 13 of the 24 teams were 
forced to scratch – and those who did finish of-
ten were missing many of their dogs – as Sval-
bard's first-ever outbreak of kennel cough in-
fected virtually the entire canine community 
during the weeks surrounding the race.

This year's race, as usual, starts at The Uni-

versity Centre in Svalbard, with teams depart-
ing every two minutes. But another new ele-
ment this year is seedings were partially deter-
mined by the results of the Hilmar Nøis Trail 
race at the end of February. Those participating 
in Trappers Trail, but not the earlier race, were 
subsequently seeded at random.

Racers are expected to begin arriving at the 
finish line at Huset at about 1 p.m. Sunday.

The half-dog, by the way, is a puny pooch 
unlikely to give musher Alexander Hovland 
much pulling power.

Racers will depart every two minutes from  
at The University Centre in Svalbard. An earth-
quake measuring 5.3 on the Richter scale rat-
tled Longyearbyen and the 

far cry from the 
Alexander Hovland

Another change this year is the race Nor-
wegian Siberian Husky club as, Trekkhund-
championat.

Kennel cough epidemic scratches 13 of 24 
teams from Trappers Trail as dozens of dogs 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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SHATTERED, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

Adventurers hoping to 
complete a "last two 

degrees" ski trip to the 
North Pole practice 

setting up their gear in 
Adventdalen this 

week after their 
expedition was 

delayed due to the 
cracking ice runway at 

the Barneo support 
camp. Those 

stranded in 
Longyearbyen while 

Barneo officials try to 
build a new runway 

are using their time in 
various ways, with 

some participating in 
frequent ski trips to 
stay fit and others 

doing more leisurely 
tourist activities. Many 
are also meeting daily 

with officials to get 
updates about the 

situation.
ROB SMITH / TREK2POLES.COM

open the camp to visitors. But an An-74 air-
plane bringing an initial load of cargo to Bar-
neo was forced to make a perilous landing 
when nearly half of the 1,200-meter runway be-
came unusual due to a large crack in the ice 
flow (a video of the landing is at tinyurl.com/
j8jd29n).

Those participating in the first scheduled 
expeditions to the North Pole were told there 
would likely be a five-day delay while another 
runway was built on an adjacent floe. But on 
Thursday (April 7, reflecting a delayed press 
time), Barneo officials stated they needed to 
start the process over yet again.

In practical terms, the setbacks mean the 

camp's opening will likely be delayed at least 
ten days – or more than a third of a typical ex-
pedition season when the sea ice is good. Con-
ditions this year, however, are poor due a 
record low level of Arctic sea ice cover during 
the winter as temperatures were more than 10 
degrees Celsius above normal in many areas.

For North Pole hopefuls who've spent 
years dreaming and training to reach the top of 
the world, that means the most challenging part 
of their quest is coping with the long and uncer-
tain wait, and the various logistical and psycho-
logical problems that result.

"That's part of this tension that is exacer-
bated by all this waiting in Longyearbyen," said 
Ed Suttie, 48, a resident of St. Albans, England. 

"It plays tricks with your mind."
"Some are going to run out of time. That's 

the reality."
Among those who could find themselves in 

a serious time crunch is Masha Gordon, 42, a 
London resident who as of now is on pace to 
set a Guinness World Record as the fastest ever 
woman to climb the highest peak in each of the 
seven continents – as well as trek to both the 
North and South Poles, according to the Ish-
lington Gazette. But she was scheduled to begin 
her "last degree" ski trip, which typically takes 
seven to ten days, this week and then begin 
climbing climbing Mount Everest – her sixth 
peak – two weeks later.

See SHATTERED, page 7
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Barneo setback highlights climate
COURTESY OF JADE HAMEISTER

SHATTERED, from page 6

Ivan Simonov, left, head cook at the Barneo ice camp, prepares food for workers struggling to build an ice runway in temperatures below minus 30 Celsius. 
At right, Jade Hameister, 14, does homework at a Longyearbyen hotel after a long day of skiing while awaiting her opportunity to try to reach the North Pole.

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

"You have to be efficient exerting your en-
ergy," she told the newspaper, in discussing the 
expected and unexpected challenges of such a 
lengthy and diverse quest. "There’s a lot of 
emotional upheaval so if you can control it, you 
can wrestle the challenge piece by piece."

Gordon, if she can adjust her schedule de-
lays force her to, still has time to to complete 
her quest in record time. She hopes to finish by 
summiting Denali in June, shaving three months 
off Vanessa O’Brien’s 11-month record.

Another record seeker is Jade Hameister, 
14, hoping to become to youngest person to 
complete a "polar hat trick" by skiing to the 
North Pole and South Pole, and across Green-
land. She had to deal with an unexpected hard-
ship even before reaching Svalbard when Paul 
Hameister, her father and travel companion, 
was rushed to a Brighton hospital last Wednes-
day, the day they were scheduled to depart. He 
had surgery that afternoon, "only to check him-
self out of hospital against doctors orders and 
leave for the airport only three hours later," ac-
cording to the Herald Sun of Australia. 

Others are already being forced to scale 
back plans. Mark Wood, hoping to lead a "Race 
Against Time" expedition from the North Pole 
to the Arctic coast of Canada, announced this 
week he is giving up on completing the full 
quest due to rapidly degrading ice conditions 
on the Canadian side of the Arctic Circle.

"Canada is off due to the uncertain ice at 
Barneo preventing our insertion to the North 
Pole," he wrote in a post on his Facebook page.

On the other hand, the disruptions may 
make Wood's "main goal" more of a success.

"Our reason for being here in the first place 
was to document how bad the Arctic ocean has 

become due to global warming, but we really 
didn't expect this barrage of obstacles," he wrote.

"Our objective still stands to document polar 
travel on the Arctic ocean and it's highlighted 
even more so through the events that have un-
folded over the past few weeks."

Suttie, on the other hand, is hoping to par-
ticipate in a "last two degrees" ski trip to the 
North Pole to raise funds for several charities. 
The 225-kilometer trip starting at 88 degrees 
latitude north can take up to three weeks, al-
though he and his tour mates say they hope to 
complete it several days sooner.

But while Barneo officials said they plan to 
extend the support camp's season to offset the 
delays, Suttie said there are several factors that 
may force him and others participating in the 
expedition to rethink their plans and settle for 
the shorter "last degree" expedition.

"(The ice) is not great now," he said. "You 
can't help thinking it's not going to be great in 
May. If it's about getting to the North Pole, 
which I think we all agree is the goal, than we 
can adjust that ambition."

Still, a shorter North Pole trip could put a 
dent in the future ambitions of some. Rob 
Smith, 43, a Harpenden resident, is hoping to 
complete the "two degrees" trip guided by Eric 
Philips before accompanying him on an at-
tempted new route across Antarctica to the 
South Pole.

"This is training for that because that is 
three times longer," Smith said.

Smith, attempting his first polar region 
quest to raise funds for the U.K. organization 
Cancer Research, said he began trying to push 
himself to new limits after the disease made a 
sudden and drastic impact on his life.

"I had a friend who died of cancer," he 

said. "A month later my mother died of cancer 
and a month later I got cancer."

Smith, who said he's fully recovered after  
a reoccurrence a year after it was initially diag-
nosed four years ago, said he met Philips in the 
course of fundraising, which sparked an interest 
in the "Trek2Poles" quest. He said he's confi-
dent the guide will get him and the other adven-
turers to the North Pole – somehow – and there 
seems to be a willingness to push even harder 
than normal if necessary.

"We'll put a little effort and do a few more 
kilometers a day if we have to," Smith said.

But an accelerated pace also presents its 
own risk, said James Redden, 45, a Stoke Man-
deville resident hoping to make the longer trek.

"I think really the key point is if we're trav-
eling harder and faster the degradation will in-
crease incrementally," he said.

In an ironic twist, a contributing factor to 
the delays may be Russia's provocation of Nor-
way during last year's Bareno ice camp when 
Russian Deputy Prime Ministry Dmitry Ro-
gozin made a stopover in Svalbard despite be-
ing banned from the mainland. Rogozin sent 
out a number of taunting social media messages 
and Norway tightened up its entry requirements 
later during the year.

The Russian Geographical Society's Face-
book page noted this week that efforts to fly 
new equipment to Barneo are behind schedule.

(The) An-74 couldn’t fly to Murmansk to-
day," the post notes. "Starting from this year 
Norwegian authorities have toughen the rules 
of receiving the permit for departures from the 
country and arrivals. So we were gathering the 
documents when the working day ended."
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives



"Nobody cares about Clark Kent taking on the Batman"

ØYSTEIN VARPE / UNIS
A researcher examines a plant deliberately encased in ice in Adventdalen as part of a study to determine how much damage such freezing causes.

Svalbard's underwater 
forests getting lots of kelp 

The density of an underwater kelp forrest 
in Kongsfjorden has increased more than eight-
fold since the late 1990s, apparently due to cli-
mate change effects such as less ice and in-
creased sedimentation, according to a team of 
seven German and Norwegian researchers. The 
scientists replicated a diving study conducted 
between 1996 to 1998, comparing the density 
during dives between 2012 and 2014. In addi-
tion to the density being 8.2 times higher, there 
were numerous other changes such as the en-
tire forest generally shifting to shallower wa-
ters. "The results are interpreted as a conse-
quence of Arctic warming probably reflecting 
a typical scenario for change along other Arc-
tic shores in near future," they wrote in an ab-
stract of their recently published study.

– Polar Biology

Mayor: Longyearbyen can be 
back in black without coal

The Svea and Lunckefjell mines are un-

likely to reopen, but predictions Longyear-
byen's darkest days lie ahead are erroneous, ac-
cording to Mayor Arild Olsen. "In terms of coal 
prices and overproduction in the world, I 
wouldn’t put my money on it," he said, refer-
ring to Svea reopening. "At Lunckefjell, the 
new mine near Svea, the coal is very good qual-
ity, but it has to be put on a truck, driven over a 
glacier, put on a conveyor belt through the Svea 
North mine and onto a new truck, and then 
driven out to the harbor. That’s expensive." 
And while efforts to build a new harbor are go-
ing slower than hoped, Olsen said a combina-
tion of fish processing, tourism, research and 
other "replacement" industries will continue a 
long-term change to the community's identity. 
"The transformation in just 25 years from a 
company town to what you see today, a demo-
cratic model, is a success story in almost every 
way," he said

– Arctic Deeply

Barentsburg: 'Hardly a joyful 
experience' – or is it? 

The struggling settlement of Barentsburg is   
a unique blending of "a rotation settlement and 
a single-industry town," according to Andrian 

Vlakhov, a social anthropology student who's 
PhD thesis is focusing social interaction in Arc-
tic communities. "People usually come to rota-
tion settlements for several months…(while) 
people come to Barentsburg for several years, 
often bringing their families" but, unlike 
Longyearbyen, generally are required to work 
for the "official" company in the settlement, he 
said. But Vlakhov rejected an interviewer's sug-
gestion that "living in Barentsburg is hardly a 
joyful experience." "I can't say that there's 
nothing to do in Barentsburg: you can do sports 
and engage in cultural activities," he said. "Sec-
ondly, life in Barentsburg is about to change 
dramatically: high-speed Internet is finally 
available to everyone in the town." As with 
Longyearbyen, Vlakhov said he sees little alter-
native but for Barentsburg to diversify into 
tourism since coal mining is no longer a viable 
industry.

– Arctic.ru

Norwegians, Russians team 
up to find six new species  

Norwegian and Russian scientists have 
found six species of small crustaceans never 

TUESDAY
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before registered in Svalbard. "Some of the 
species have probably established themselves 
in Svalbard because the weather is getting 
warmer due to climate change," the researchers 
assert in a summary of their findings. "The eggs 
of crustaceans can withstand a lot and may 
have been brought by geese and seabirds, both 
via their feces or they may have been attached 
to the legs of the migratory birds."

– The Norwegian Institute for Nature Re-
search

Plants coated with ice take a 
hit, but come back strong  

Plants encased in ice during the winter suf-
fer more damage, but surviving shoots grow 
more rapidly after thawing, according to a 
group of researchers conducting tests in Sval-
bard. Boxed-off specimens of Arctic bell-
heather were encased in water and frozen in 
early 2014, with the researchers analyzing the 

results during the summer after the samples 
thawed. "If you have really bad conditions, you 
skip reproduction and some stems die, but you 
allocate more of your resources to the growth 
of the remaining stems," said Øystein Varpe, an 
associate professor at The University Centre in 
Svalbard and a co-author of the study, published 
in Ecology and Evolution. Plants are increasingly 
being coated in ice due to warmer winters caus-
ing more pronounced free/thaw cycles.

– Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology

Svalbard perfect for droning 
on about quests you didn't do  

When Arctic sea ice melt opens new sea 
routes in the north. Scientists predict a multipli-
cation of ship traffic, while larger areas released 
for oil operations and other activities. More ac-
tivity may also bring more new species, which 
do not belong in the Arctic. As algae and algal 
grazing crustaceans from North Pacific and 
Bering Sea. Each benthic animals from Siberia. 
2Both on and in boats organisms can get trans-
port. We have ballast water in many ships and 
when taken into a place and pumped out else-
where have many kind of organism groups the 
opportunity to get transport, says researcher An-
ders Jelmert at IMR.

– NRK

West Spitsbergen likely to set 
a record for sea ice failure

Those hoping to get out on the sea ice this 
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

MELISSA CHERRY
A Barentsburg resident guides a dogsled past a building that was recently painted and upgraded as part of effort to lure tourists to the Russian settlement. 

THURSDAY

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9
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Author Evening with

Welcome!
Longyearbyen Public Library
Location:Time: Sunday March 6, 
8:00 p.m.
Arrangement

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.

Symphonic Romanticism
Mussorgsky, Rakhmaninov & Brahms

7:30 p.m., April 8 at Kulturhuset
Tickets at Rabalder and eBillett.no

The Arctic Philharmonic Orchestra performs Russian late romanticism 
together with one of Norway’s leading pianists, Håvard Gimse, playing 
Rachmaninoff. Experience one of the last great classics of the history 
of symphony, "Night on Bald Mountain," which was inspired by a 
witches’ Sabbath on St John’s Eve. There will also be longing and 
drama with Brahms’ Symphony No. 1. This concert will be led by the 
orchestra’s Principal Conductor Christian Lindberg.

www.unis.no

Photo: Steve Coulson/UNIS

Study in Svalbard?

The University Centre in Svalbard

Application deadline: 15 April
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April 6
7 p.m.: Concert w/ the Longyearbyen 
Big Band, saxophonist Håkon Skog 
Erlandsen and Polar Gospel. Kulturhuset.
April 9-10
Trappers Trail sled dog race. Details and 
registration at trapperstrail.no.
April 9
2 p.m.: Opening of photo exhibition by 
Tuomo Manninen. Galleri Svalbard.
April 10
11 a.m.: Mass w/ music by Polargospel. 
Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Gods of Egypt," U.S. 
action/adventure, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
7:30 p.m.: Movie: "Brooklyn," U.S. 
romance/drama, all ages. Kulturhuset.
April 12
1 p.m.: Technical Committee meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
April 13
6 p.m.: Movie: "Deadpool," U.S. action/
sci-fi, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
April 15
Camp Svalbard winter session for youths 
from grade 8 to age 18. 
April 17
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Jungle Book" (3D), 
U.S. action/adventure, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Huntsman: Winter's 
War," U.S. action/fantasy, ages 12 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
April 19
1 p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
April 20
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Jungle Book." 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Panama Papers have Murmansk link
● Mass deaths from warming by 2030?
● Yet another global temp record in March  
● Westboro: God hates climate scientists

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

STATISTICS NORWAY
A line graph, left, shows Svalbard's total population (green), Norwegians in Norwegian settlements 
(purple), foreigners in Norwegian settlements (orange), residents in Russian settlements (blue) and 
residents at a Polish settlement (yellow) from 1990 to 2016. At right, a bar graph shows the age and 
gender of Svalbard's residents by percentage compared to the mainland. Green bars represent males 
and purple bars represent females, with solid bars for Svalbard and hollow bars for the mainland.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Foreign figures
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Despite mass layoffs during the past year 
and dire predictions about Longyearbyen losing 
more than a quarter of its population, the over-
all population picture isn't that different yet – 
although the components of it certainly are.

Svalbard had a total of 2,654 residents as 
of Jan. 1, a drop of only 13 during the last six 
months of 2015, according to Statistics 
Norway. The 2,152 residents in Norwegian set-
tlements was 37 fewer than six months earlier, 
but the statistics bureau isn't declaring that 
noteworthy.

"The downsizing at the Store Norske coal 
mining company has thus so far not resulted in 
changes in population beyond what can be con-
sidered normal fluctuations," a report accompa-

nying the figures states.
But while the total figure may not yet be 

changing significantly, the demographics are: 
there are fewer Norwegians and kids, and more 
foreign and elderly residents than in past years 
– and the changes appear to be long-term trend.

"Women living in the Norwegian settle-
ments bore 15 children in 2015," the report 
notes. "That is reduction by half since 2010."

The number of children under 10 in 
Longyearbyen declined from 288 in 2012 to 
229 this year. There are now 149 residents ages 
60 and older, compared to 121 four years ago.

The percentage of foreign residents in Nor-
wegian settlements has risen from 14 percent in 
2008 to 25 percent this year.

"During these eight years, the proportion 
with a background in southern Norway re-
mained stable at 45 to 47 percent, while the 
proportion with backgrounds in  northern Nor-
way has fallen from over 40 percent to under 
30 percent," the report notes.

Little drop in Svalbard's total 
population despite layoffs, but 
long-term shifts in demographics


