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Weather summary
Partly cloudy with moderate winds 
and temperatures between -5°C and 
-10°C most of the week.
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A bulldozer, left, clears snow Tuesday where an ice runway is planned at the Barneo ice camp. At right, workers clear pressure ridges to ensure the 
smoothness of the runway. The camp, which provides support to scientists and North Pole expeditions, is expected to open Friday or Saturday.
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apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Barneo struggles to get a plane for expeditioners a year after damaged aircraft left on the ice

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

An earthquake measuring 5.3 on the 
Richter scale rattled Longyearbyen and the 

nerves of some its residents at about 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, but no injuries or severe damage was 
reported to officials.

The earthquake was centered in Storfjorden 
near Edgeøya, according to the Norwegian 
Seismic Array. A short tremor was followed by 
one lasting about 30 seconds.

Small shook up: 5.3 quake hits

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

FLIGHT ANXIETY

GOOGLE MAPS

Firefighters work to contain a March 10 fire on 
the ground floor of Stormessa in Nybyen.

Strongest earthquake since 
2008 rattles a few nerves, but 
no injuries or damage reported

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They did the usual dropping of staff and 
supplies by parachute onto a large floe, got the 
camp and runway set up on schedule, and 
were all set to welcome this year's crop of ad-

venturers hoping to make some kind of unique 
or charitable journey to the North Pole.

Then came a bit of "stunning news:" there 
was no plane available capable of making 
flights to the Barneo ice camp.

Actually, there is – except it happens to be 

the one that's been on (or possibly under by 
now) the ice since crash landing near the camp 
last year since the company chartering the plane 
bailed out on promises to remove and repair it. 
And for some reason, the folks responsible for 

NORTH POLE 2016: STRUGGLING TO THE STARTING LINE

FLIGHT ANXIETY



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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to express your wrath
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Mark Sabbatini
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www.icepeople.net

Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We very reluctantly resorted to fart jokes in 
this space last week due to a massive methane 
probe and, alas, this week we're being forced 
to take the toilet humor up a notch thanks to 
a "public service" video posted on a local 
Facebook page (tinyurl.com/hsfvfro) regard-
ing the not insignificant amount of canine 
crap fertilizing our snow and soil. Linamaria 
Jahre Carlsen, opening with a morsel-sized 
mongrel doing the deed and dashing (all to the 
smooth sax of Kenny G or some imitator), then 
proceeds to offer "a little recipe on how it can 
be better." Because recipes are exactly what 
you want at be thinking about while watching a 
couple of minutes of dog poop and bags filled 
with it … And since we completely blew dead-
line (again), a late hat-tip to departing Svalbard-
posten Editor Eirik Palm for totally punking us 

with an April Fool's article about Store 
Norske solving its financial problems by 
charging for parking at various retail places 
around town. Thank God for readers smarter 
than us in the article's comments section, be-
cause we were thisclose to making some calls.

Dog poop video

So this is a Friday issue rather than a Tuesday one and, since we normally 
don't publish during Easter week anyhow since our printer tends to be closed, 
it's arguably a better interim thing anyhow.

18 things about nord polen
tinyurl.com/hnsktck

http:/www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35685889
The northernmost battle shown is Operation Gauntlet, which happened just 

600 miles south of the North Pole, on the Norwegian island of Spitsbergen dur-
ing World War Two.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Poop in the soup: You really don't want to see 
this video and the word "recipe" just below it.

Do not feed the bear

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

LINAMARIA JAHRE CARLSEN

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

SIGFRED SØRENSEN
A person identified only as "Per" picks up a pork chop before walking over and feeding it to a 
polar bear near the Svea mine on Christmas Eve of 1974. Sigfred Sørensen told Nordlys this 
week the bear had been seen around the mine for a few days and he began filming the bear with 
a  Super-8 camera when it approached on the holiday eve. Sørensen said the door to the 
barracks suddenly opened and his friend picked up the piece of meat and allowed the bear to eat 
it out of his hand. "Then he just went quietly back as if nothing had happened," Sørensen said of 
his friend. The resulting film was shown to the miners at the time, but never displayed publicly 
until Sørensen recently posted it on YouTube. It can be seen at tinyurl.com/gwlqz5n. Seeking out 
a polar bear and filming it at close range – to say nothing of feeding one – would result in criminal 
charges and a likely five-figure fine today.

Permaculture Design Course in the Arctic

Taught by Jan Martin Bang at Gjestehuset 
102, with an emphasis on polar conditions.

www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

June 12-24
Increase your knowledge and earn a certificate in Permaculture. 

Limited to 20 participants. Registration 
and course details at our website.



Finnair grounded
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. W winds to 29 
km/h. High -4C (-9C wind 
chill), low -7C (-12C wind chill).

Sunrise: 5:28a; sunset: 8:41p

Thursday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 32 
km/h. High -6C (-11C wind 
chill), low -9C (-13C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 5:19a; sunset: 8:49p

Saturday
Cloudy. NW winds to 22 km/h. 
High -6C (-10C wind chill), low 
-11C (-15C wind chill).

Sunrise: 5:02a; sunset: 9:05p
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -4C (-8C), -6C (-10C), light 16:21h; Monday, p. cloudy, -6C (-10C), -10C (-15C), light 
16:38h;  Tuesday, p. cloudy, -8C (-12C), -11C (-16C), light 16:57h; Wednesday, clear, -6C (-11C), -9C (-15C), light 17:15h; 

Data provided by Storm.not

Friday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 18 
km/h. High -9C (-13C wind 
chill), low -12C (-17C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 5:11a; sunset: 8:57p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Debris from homes wrecked 
by avalanche go to mainland  

The remains of the 11 homes destroyed in 
the Dec. 19 were placed on a freighter for 
transport to the mainland last Wednesday. The 
Hagland Captain is carrying about 3,000 cu-
bic meters of wood fragments, five or six 
large containers of hazardous materials such 
as appliances and windows, 12 vehicles, 21 
snowmobiles, and several hundred meters of 
cables, according to LNS Spitsbergen Admin-
istrative Director Frank Jakobsen. LNSS sort-
ed and crushed most of the debris while 
spending about three weeks bringing the ma-
terial to a temporary storage site at Hotellne-
set. The material will be further sorted for fi-
nal disposal by Perpetuum AS in Balsfjord. 
The avalanche site remains off-limits due to 
wreckage and debris that remains under the 
snow, which is scheduled to be be removed 
during the summer. There is also infrastruc-
ture such as frozen and/or damaged pipes that 
must be removed or repaired. 

Three men rescued during 
separate holiday incidents

Two snowmobilers were rescued by heli-
copter in separate incidents during the long 
Easter holiday weekend, with both victims 
hospitalized with fractures, according to The 
Governor of Svalbard. A Russian broke his 
arm in an accident at about 7 p.m. Thursday 
while snowmobiling with a group just outside 
of Pyramiden. A Longyearbyen man was hos-
pitalized with arm and facial fractures after a 
snowmobile accident Friday afternoon near 
Colesbukta, A helicopter was also used to res-
cue a a Belgian citizen who suffered frostbit-
ten legs during a group tour Thursday morn-
ing. Two snowmobiles also caught fire – one 
on Wednesday and one on Friday – but no as-
sistance from the governor was required in ei-
ther incident. 

Polarsyssel returns, busier  
season of service planned

The Polarsyssel returned to Longyearbyen 
on March 22 and will spend the next nine 
months as the service vessel for The Governor 
of Svalbard. The ship will be more active than 
previous years due to a 13.5 percent increase 
in the governor's transportation budget.

Norway refuses to allow direct 
flights between Helsinki and 
Svalbard, citing 1978 agreement

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

WIKICOMMONS
A passenger boards a Finnair flight in the Arctic region of Finland. The airline has been denied 
permission to provide flights to Svalbard due to a 1978 agreement between Norway and Finland.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Finnair has cancelled plans to offer direct 
flights between Helsinki and Longyearbyen 
this summer after Norway's government re-
fused to authorize the route, citing a 1978 
agreement between Norway and Finland that 
prohibits the latter country from offering 
flights to the archipelago. 

The airline has three weeks to appeal the 
decision by Norway's Civil Aviation 
Authority. But Päivyt Tallquist, the airline's 
communications director, said the decision has 
already been made to cancel this summer's 
flights even if a decision is made to appeal the 
decision or amend the agreement.

"We can not let our customers live in un-
certainty," she told High North News. "They 
need predictability and therefore we are giving 
them a refund for already purchased tickets 
now. This is very unfortunate."

The first-ever flights to Svalbard by 
Finnair were scheduled between June 1 and 
Aug. 27. The airline was also promoting the 
flights to travelers coming to and from Asia on 
newly established routes, at least of which may 
now be put on hold.

Both the Norwegian government's rejec-
tion and the airline's cancellation were quickly 

and harshly criticized by local and regional 
tourism officials, as well as would-be travelers.

"Just for this flight there was talk of 3,000 
passengers in a three-month period," Christian 
Chramer director of the Troms and Svalbard re-
gions for the Confederation of Norwegian En-
terprise, told NRK. "It is basically a quiet peri-
od for tourism in Svalbard. It would have 
meant so much to bring in 3,000 more, both for 
increased capacity utilization, sales throughout 
the business community and it would have 
opened a larger share of the world market for 
Svalbard tourism."

Tourism is seen as a critical industry for 
Longyearbyen's economic future with nearly all 
local coal mining being shut down this year. 
Politicians and industry officials have stated 
they hope to double current visitor numbers, 
but Visit Svalbard Director Ronny Brunvoll 
stated the rejection of Finnair is a setback in ef-
forts to lure new markets.  

"It is not logical and this naive young man 
is actually shocked," he wrote on his Facebook 
page. "Are we going to be able to develop 
tourism in Svalbard if we have these type (con-
scious or unconscious) of opposing forces iden-
tifying and eliminating it?"

Officials at the Norwegian Ministry of 
Transport and Communications, which would 
handle an appeal of the ruling, declined to com-
ment about the situation, noting no appeal ex-
ists.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conferenceNorth Pole aspirants ready – if a plane is

Mark Wood, left, touts his "no drinking policy" with what appears to be a bottle of olive oil while training this week in Svalbard for his "Race Against Time" 
expedition, involving unsupported solo trips to both the North Pole and South Pole. At right, another Pole-to-Pole hopeful, Jade Hameister, 14, trains in 
preparation for the first part of a "Polar Hat Trick" where she will attempt to become the youngest person to reach both Poles and cross Greenland.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SETBACK, from page 1

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700

JADE HAMEISTERDENIS O'REGAN

the Barneo ice camp found themselves having 
problems with the "partners" from past and cur-
rent past years.

"Yesterday our 'partners' reported that they 
had not prepared the aircraft, crews are not 
ready, etc.," the camp's Facebook page 
(tinyurl.com/zmazehq) declared Tuesday.

The impasse came at the end of last sum-
mer when a company that leases the Russian 
Antonov-74 airplanes declared they had none 
available for the ice camp at roughly 89 degrees 
latitude north. Barneo officials then turned to 
another airline – the one that ended up failing 
to deliver as promised.

Fortunately "the problem has already been 
solved" by hastily arranging to lease an 
Antonov-74 from another company, the camp's 
Facebook message states. While the arrange-
ments will take a couple of days to complete, 
officials hope to open the camp by April 1 or 2.

The Barneo ice camp has provided support 

to scientists, North Pole aspirants and others for 
the past 15 years. The season typically lasts for 
about three weeks, when the ice becomes too 
unstable to support the camp and landing air-
craft. The camp also typically hosts events for 
Russian political and religious leaders as part of 
the country's campaign to claim the North Pole 
as its territory.

Last year's camp got off to a rough start 
when a plane carrying passengers crash landed 
near the camp April 4, breaking the main 
wheels and destroying part of the fuselage was 
destroyed. No serious injuries were reported.

But the specific location and cause of the 
landing were never publicly revealed – al-
though an anonymous passenger said visibility 
was poor – and the plane was left to drift de-
spite months of promises by Polar Expedition, 
which charted the plane, it would be removed. 
The plane's whereabouts are now unknown, and 
The Governor of Svalbard and Norway's cen-
tral government say they have no authority to 

order the plane to be found and removed.
 Assuming a replacement Antonov-74 actu-

ally does find it way to Barneo by the end of 
the week, this year's collection of adventurers 
will be similar in many ways to those of past 
years.

The 10-day, 100-kilometer "last degree" 
ski trip favored by a high percentage of expedi-
tioners usually provides plenty of challenges in 
itself. But many folks are also on quests to raise 
funds for causes such as wounded veterans or 
medical research, or to achieve some kind of 
"first" at the Pole -– whether it's a haircut or 
feat of endurance.

Among those scheduled to arrive, for ex-
ample, is Jade Hameister, 14, who is hoping to 
become the youngest person to achieve a "Polar 
Hat Trick" by skiing to the North Pole this 
year, and then to the South Pole and across 
Greenland in 2017.

 fire apparently ignited by a faulty battery 
charger forced the evacuation of and caused 
significant damage to Stormessa, with some 
businesses remaining partially or entirely on 
hold a week after the incident.

 "I'm a bit excited, a bit nervous. Nervous 
about all the challenges we will experience," 
she said, before detailing some pretty insane 
challenges. 



Page 5March 29, 2016

Eight visitors from Barentsburg look and move like mechanical dolls during a first-ever guest 
performance by the Russian settlement as the unofficial finale at this year's UKM show. 

See PALM, page 6

'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 
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SVALBARDPOSTEN
The free English-language Top of the World tourist magazine and weekly scenic pictures on a more 
active Facebook page are among the changes departing Svalbardposten Editor Eirik Palm has made.

Virturally possible
Departing Svalbardposten Editor 
Eirik Palm counters subscriber 
drop with a deluge of followers 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For Eirik Palm, it's a bit like walking out of 
a theater halfway through the most interesting 
movie he's ever seen.

"I really do envy the next editor because 
this is really the most exciting thing I have 
done as a journalist," said Palm, who is depart-
ing this week as the editor of Svalbardposten. 
"Writing about these coal prices and lots of 
changes here, and deciding about what is going 
to happen economically to this community al-
most at the North Pole."

Palm, 49, is leaving in the midst of one of 
the most newsworthy periods in Longyear-
byen's history as coal mining – the lifeblood of 
the town since it was founded more than a cen-
tury ago – will be reduced to a mere shadow of 
itself by the end of the year.

He said explaining to the rest of the Nor-
way and the world the impacts of the crisis on 
individuals and the community as a whole was 
the most important thing he wrote about during 
his time here. How he drew the world's attention 
to his coverage of the situation may be his most 
significant achievement.

Improving the newspaper's social media 
presence was one of the main goals Palm speci-
fied when took over as editor in October of 
2013. Although the newspaper operated at a 
loss in 2015 and saw circulation continue its 
lengthy gradual decline, he said it now has 
about 10,000 Facebook followers (compared to 

fewer than 3,000 when he started) and the 
record 3.4 million website hits in 2015 were a 
45 percent increase from the previous year.

"That's the most important thing," he said, 
noting that after an earthquake during his final 
Tuesday here that about 70 percent of website's 
visitor arrived via Facebook links.

Palm also used the newspaper's Facebook 
page to post exclusive material such as a week-
ly scenic photo and the page frequently drew 
more reader debate about articles than the 
newspaper's website. 

"It's important to have the conversation 
with your readers," he said.

Among the other technology upgrades, 
Palm noted, was accepting micropayments by 
smartphone.

"We were one of the first newspapers in 
Norway to do that," he said. "The first week 
more people were doing that than buying our e-
paper the old way."

Other new initiatives during his tenure as 
editor included publishing selected articles in 
English online and an annual tourist-oriented 
Top of the World magazine with some of the 
newspaper's more colorful feature stories about 
Svalbard during the previous. 

"I'm proud of Top of the World, especially 
at a time when paper is about to die," Palm said 
of the magazine offered free during the past 
two years. "For the 2015-16 edition we printed 
14,000 copies and there's almost nothing left."

A redesign of the newspaper is also in 
progress, although "it's been going on in steps," 
he said. "I didn't oversee any revolutions."

Palm is leaving after two-and-a-half years 
which, while far shorter than the eight-year 
stint of predecessor Birger Amundsen, is 
roughly comparable to most of the editors dur-
ing the newspaper's 68-year history. The 
paper's board of directors appoints an editor to 

Svalbardposten Editor Eirik Palm, right, works on his final issue of the newspaper this week. He experienced a final bit of "breaking news" when the 
newspaper's computers crashed for an unknown reason, forcing him and other staff to scramble to recover their work and finish the issue in time to print it.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE



Making 7,000 friends in two years
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PALM, from page 5

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

Svalbardposten Editor Eirik Palm, right, moderates a Longyearbyen Community Council debate between candidates (from left) Arild Olsen, Eirik Berger,  
Helga Kristiansen and Torgeir Prytz in September of 2015 at Kulturhuset.  The dominant topic of the debate was the town's economic future in the wake of 
the coal mining crisis that Palm said is the most important issue he covered – both for local and outside readers – during his two-and-a-half years as editor.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

a fixed term, generally with an option to renew, 
but Palm said he and his wife agreed before-
hand he wouldn't try to be another long-term 
editor.

"When I applied as the editor I asked if I 
could do this," he said. "She said the agreement 
was to stay two, or four, years at the most."

Palm said working in Svalbard as a jour-
nalist was a longtime dream, but doing so was 
impractical while his son of school age. 

"It's a decision for all the family members," 
Palm said.

When he did begin his dream job, he dis-
covered another type of "family" looking to 

have their say about things.
"I realized there were millions of things I 

didn't know about the Arctic and Svalbard, and 
the readers are so familiar with the details of 
everything," he said. "At the beginning I had 
some e-mails saying 'that's not correct.'"

The notifications were never hostile, Palm 
said. And over time he began to see such expe-
riences from the other side due to what he 
called a surprising number of media interview 
requests.

 "I thought the stories would be about Sval-
bard, not the editor," he said. Some sought he 
him out largely cause "they have no idea what 
to write about in Svalbard."

Palm, who worked as executive editor of 
Finnmark Dagblad before coming to Longyear-
byen, is departing to become the head of Infor-
mation and Public Relations of Finnmarkseien-
dommen.

Kristin Røsvik, a past editor at Øy-Blikk  
and NRK, is scheduled to become Svalbard-
posten's new full-time editor in June. Palm 
plans to return to Longyearbyen briefly to help 
her learn the responsibilities of the job, but 
won't try to influence her.

"I didn't get any advice and I'm not going 
to give any advice," he said.
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MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Leif Jone Ølberg performs an operatic baritone song during a March 22 concert at Svalbard Church. 
Ølberg, son of Leif Magne Helgesen, the church's priest, also played violin during the concert.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For his first hands-on experience with all 
those knobs inside the church, Jovna Dunfjell 
was dressed in his finest.

"The first day I sat here all day," he said.
The lessons learned during that session in 

early March and many more during the next 
two weeks were heard during the first concert 
featuring Svalbard Church's new 250,000-kro-
ner organ.

In addition to accompanying operatic bari-
tone Leif Jone Ølberg on a variety of traditional 
pieces, Dunfjell performed some solo numbers 
specifically intended to show off the results of 
various knob combinations, pedals and three 
keyboards.

"The possibilities it gives you to perform 
all kinds of music – the organ is like an orches-
tra," Dunfjell said.

In comparison, the old one "was plastic," 
he said. "It didn't give me anything. This allows 
me to live through the music."

While the organ uses electronics rather 
than pipes – which would fare poorly due to 
Longyearbyen's dry air – Dunfjell said the in-
strument can emulate four different types of 
classic and modern organs. It also has self-con-
tained speakers powerful enough to be heard 
throughout the church without overwhelming 
those nearby.

Of course, all those features mean a bit of 
an extra learning curve. Dunfjell said the hard-
est part of learning the instrument is "to memo-

rize where you can find the different stops and 
how they sound together."

Church officials decided last fall to pur-
chase a new organ. And while 250,000 kroner 
might sound like a big number, Svalbard 
Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen said the or-
gan is a "home" model whose cost pales in 
comparison to what a "real" church organ. 

"This is not an expensive organ," he said. 
"If we really wanted to buy a church organ it 

would cost two million."
Furthermore, the old organ had pedals that 

were no longer fully functional, making the new 
instrument both an upgrade and long-term in-
vestment.

"We will keep this organ for 25 years," 
Helgesen said. "This is a cultural gift to Sval-
bard and to the church."

Organic producer 
Svalbard Church's new 250,000 
kroner organ makes old 
instrument seem like 'plastic'

Jovna Dunfjell, a 
musician and youth 
leader at Svalbard 

Church, demonstrates 
the capabilities of a 

newly-acquired 
Johannus organ during a 

March 22 concert at the 
church. The 250,000-

kroner instrument, which 
replaces an organ about 

25 years old that had 
pedals that wasn't fully 

functional, was installed 
in the church at the 

beginning of the month. 
While the new 

instrument was played at 
Mass during the month, 
the concert was the first 
full-length performance 

highlighting its features. 
The old organ has been 
moved to Huset, where 

church services were 
held when it opened 

during the 1950s.       
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Reopening mines 

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

Help ensure nobody else on our staff appears here in full frontal nudity!
It costs 15 kroner to print each copy of this fishwrapper, 
which means pretty soon we're going to have to sell our 
clothes. You really don't want to see what that looks like. 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A team of researchers, left, observe how oil reacts in the waters of Van Mijenfjorden in late March. At right, Martina Lan Salomon drills for ice core samples.
CHRIS PETRICH / NORTHERN RESEARCH INSTITUTE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Drilling for oil near Svalbard is safe and 
any spills will be no big deal, according to a 
conglomerate of petroleum companies. But 
folks not reassured by the industry's slick 
words might take comfort knowing oil is being 
deliberately spilled into the archipelago's pris-
tine waters even as we speak.

The industry report released last week by 

Statoil and 15 other companies finds "there is 
no health, environmental or safety challenge 
that is so significant that it can’t be appropriate-
ly mitigated," according to Aashild Tandberg 
Skjaerseth, chair of the Barents Sea Exploration 
Collaboration, in an interview with Bloomberg 
News. Furthermore, she said any spills in the 
Barents Sea are unlikely to reach the polar ice 
cap since sea ice generally drifts southwards.

Such claims have been challenged by orga-
nizations such as Greenpeace. Now scientists at 
the Northern Research Institute are conducting 
a six-week experiment to see how oil behaves 
when spilled in Svalbard's waters – by doing 
the spilling themselves.

"While laboratory-grown sea ice can be in-
vestigated as a proxy, studies have to be vali-
dated with field observations on naturally- 
grown sea ice," a summary of the project notes.

Martina Lan Salomon, a fellow at the Nor-
wegian University of Science and Technology 
and leader of the four-person project, began 
collecting ice core samples from oil-contami-
nated waters in Van Mijenfjorden at the begin-
ning of March, when temperatures were as low 
as minus 20 degrees Celsius. The team plans to 
continue collecting samples until mid April – 
and emphasizes all contaminated water and ice 
will be removed when the project ends.

"The aim of the fieldwork is to increase 
knowledge about how oil behaves in sea ice at 
different temperatures, and also how this af-
fects radar signals," the summary notes. "Such 
knowledge is useful for understanding the risk 
and plan preparedness for a possible oil spill."

Previous studies involving spills in the 
field have been conducted since the 1970s, but 
relied mostly on two-dimensional imagery such 
as photos and observations of ice slivers under 
a microscope. The current project plans to ana-
lyze both field and lab samples using 3D to-
mography x-rays.

 Temperature changes will also change 
the pores in the ice, and scientists these days 
participate in fieldwork on Svalbard uses in-
cluding X-ray technology to analyze how oil 
behaves in the different the samples.

However, the only way to investigate the 
distribution of oil in the sea ice pore space 
and the immiscible displacement of brine and 
oil phases is though 3- D tomography.

Slick reaction to oil
Big oil: Don't sweat Arctic spills; 
Scientists: OK, let's spill oil in 
Svalbard and see what happens  



"Nobody cares about Clark Kent taking on the Batman"

LAST NIGHT OF FREEDOM
After hauling something heavier than a proverbial ball and chain a few kilometers to the top of the world, those celebrating their final moments of 
singleness are rewarded with champagne and caviar at the world's most extreme stag party, but the dining and slumber quarters are less than lustful.

Two Polish women to share 
history during record quest 

Ola Ho łda-Michalska and Joanna 
Mostowska are hoping to set a Polish record 
for the longest female ski trek above the Arctic 
Circle by completing a 300-kilometer expedi-
tion in Spitsbergen beginning at the end of 
March. "We decided to join forces, this is our 
first joint expedition," Mostowska said. "It's 
nice that we can go as a women's group. The 
stereotype of a man who takes part in remote 
and extreme expeditions, and a woman who 
only guards the hearth is still functioning." The 
two women are planning visiting settlements 
such as Barentsburg and Svea, with stops at 
sites where women worked, hunted with trap-
pers or simply kept up the cabins "We want to 
highlight the women's stories," Mostowska 
said. The current record for a Polish female 
Arctic expedition is about 130 kilometers.

– WP Kobieta

'The most extreme stag party 
on the planet' – but there's beer  

Adventurers making the grueling 100-kilo-
meter ski trip to the North Pole probably aren't 
lacking in hookup appeal if so inclined, but for 
those wanting to skip the building-up-a-killer-

body part, the "Last Night of Freedom" trip to 
the North Pole is the most extreme(-ly difficult) 
stag party on Earth. The company of that name 
has been offering parties since 2012 where 
stags and hens are flown from Longyearbyen 
and dropped off five kilometers from the North 
Pole after being kitted out with thermal gear 
and a GPS. The revelers then have to navigate 
to the Pole before setting up base camp, crack-
ing out the beers and getting the party started.

– Daily Star

Svalbard perfect for droning 
on about quests you didn't do  

Much as Norway likes to show off Sval-
bard, a lot of the terrain is beyond the means of 
typical tourists. But some visitors are now be-
ing able to claim they "visited" such areas 
thanks to the increasing use of drones. "In the 
Arctic the mountains are too big, everything is 
too big," said Francisco Mattos, a Polish pho-
tographer and filmmaker who filmed a two-
minute demo video of his trip. "If you do not 
look at it from above sometimes there is no per-
spective, because if you actually watch it with 
the drone, everything seems more beautiful." 
Not that such opinions are unanimous, especial-
ly among local residents who've taken to social 
media to gripe about seeing the devices hover-
ing above their homes and hiking spots.

– TVN Metro

Time for Arctic tourists to 
learn some proper manners  

Teaching Arctic tourists some manners is 
the goal of a campaign now being planned by 
industry officials in Svalbard, the northern Nor-
wegian mainland, Greenland and Iceland. "It's 
about how to act like a tourist, that there should 
be considerations," said Frigg Jørgensen, direc-
tor of the Association of Arctic Expedition 
Cruise Operators. "It is not good manners to 
stab a photo lens into the eyes of children in 
Greenland or film the locals because they are 
wearing clothes you are not used to seeing." 
She said site-specific discussions with tour op-
erators regarding proper manners have already 
occurred in Svalbard, and AECO officials hope 
to conduct similar discussion with government 
and industry officials in other Arctic areas that 
are popular visitor destination.

– High North News

Boaty McBoatface: When the 
internet votes for your name  

A proposal by a British government agency 
to let the Internet name a $287 million research 
ship that docks in Ny-Ålesund and other polar 
region ports probably seemed like a good idea 
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at the time.
Now, the agency is the latest group to see 

what happens when web users are asked to un-
leash their creative energy: R.R.S. Boaty 
McBoatface is the clear front-runner. James 
Hand, a public relations professional and for-
mer BBC employee, said he submitted the 
name and "“The storm that has been created 
has got legs of its own." Voting continues 
through April 16 – and there's no guarantee the 
Natural Environment Research Council will 

name the vessel after the winner.
– The New York Times

West Spitsbergen likely to set 
a record for sea ice failure

Those hoping to get out on the sea ice this 
spring are facing "the largest failure in sea ice 
formation in west Spitsbergen ever," according 
to a team of researchers conducting monthly 

checks of the sea temperature in Isfjorden. The 
temperature in "the entire water column from 
surface to bottom" was nearly two degrees Cel-
sius in February, which actually was an im-
provement over the five degrees Celsius 
reached in December. Readings along other 
parts of west coast are also above the -1.6°C to 
-1.9°C  necessary for sea water to freeze, and it 
would take a minimum 10 days of calm weath-
er and temperatures below -10°C for ice 30 
centimeters thick to form. 

– The University Centre in Svalbard
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

TUESDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

TVN METRO
Thanks to drones, it's now possible to take Svalbard selfies and see the view from the top of the mountain without actually boldly going all the way up.

THURSDAY

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard

Author Evening with

Welcome!
Longyearbyen Public Library
Location:Time: Sunday March 6, 
8:00 p.m.
Arrangement

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.

Symphonic Romanticism
Mussorgsky, Rakhmaninov & Brahms

7:30 p.m., April 8 at Kulturhuset
Tickets at Rabalder and eBillett.no

The Arctic Philharmonic Orchestra performs Russian late romanticism 
together with one of Norway’s leading pianists, Håvard Gimse, playing 
Rachmaninoff. Experience one of the last great classics of the history 
of symphony, "Night on Bald Mountain," which was inspired by a 
witches’ Sabbath on St John’s Eve. There will also be longing and 
drama with Brahms’ Symphony No. 1. This concert will be led by the 
orchestra’s Principal Conductor Christian Lindberg.
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March 29
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
March 30
6 p.m.: Movie: "Risen," U.S. action/
drama, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
April 3
7 p.m.: Movie: "Hail Ceasar!" U.S. 
comedy, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
April 4
5 p.m.: Movie: "Zoolander 2," U.S. 
comedy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
April 5
2 p.m.: Youth and Culture Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
April 6
7 p.m.: Concert w/ the Longyearbyen 
Big Band, saxophonist Håkon Skog 
Erlandsen and Polar Gospel. Kulturhuset.
April 9-10
Trappers Trail sled dog race. Details and 
registration at trapperstrail.no.
April 9
2 p.m.: Opening of photo exhibition by 
Tuomo Manninen. Galleri Svalbard.
April 10
11 a.m.: Mass w/ music by Polargospel. 
Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Gods of Egypt," U.S. 
action/adventure, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
7:30 p.m.: Movie: "Brooklyn," U.S. 
romance/drama, all ages. Kulturhuset.
April 12
1 p.m.: Technical Committee meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.

April 13
6 p.m.: Movie: "Deadpool," U.S. 
action/sci-fi, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Estimate of sea level rise doubles
● Release of CO2 fastest in 66M years
● Japan fleet kills 333 whales in Antarctica  
● Norway's whales feed animals for fur

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

INGVILD SOFIE SUNDBY AUKAN
A skier displays his overly daring side during a ski jump competition at an "Easter Games" event 
hosted by students from The University Centre in Svalbard across from Longyearbyen School.

Backsliding on Easter Sunday

“We have received reports that there were 
many in Svalbard who observed the earthquake 
and many were intimidated,” said Berit Opsahl 
Paulsen, an NSA seismologist, in an interview 
with NRK.

No aftershocks were reported as during the 
hours following the earthquake, but there is 
strong likelihood some will occur, Paulsen said.

Storfjorden is considered an active seismic 
area due to ancient fault zones near a mid-
ocean ridge in Svalbard. An earthquake mea-
suring 6.2 on the Richter scale – the strongest 
recorded in Norwegian history – occurred in 
the area at  3:46 a.m on Feb. 21, 2008.

“That was early in the morning and the bed 
was moving,” said Birger Amundsen, who was 
editor of Svalbardposten when the larger earth-
quake struck. But because there were strong 
winds outside “I didn’t connect it with an earth-
quake.”

He said he was sitting inside Fruene when 
Tuesday’s earthquake, but didn’t feel any no-
ticeable shaking when it occurred.

The 2008 earthquake caused notable dam-
age to the museum in Barentsburg, as well as 
lesser damage to some buildings in Longyear-
byen. It occurred about 10 kilometers beneath 
the seabed floor and was followed by about 15 
aftershocks, according to The Norwegian Polar 
Institute.

Before that, the most recent earthquake of 
note, measuring 5.5 on the Richter scale, struck 
Jan. 18, 1976.

The strongest earthquake measured on the 
mainland was a magnitude 5.4 quake in Oslo in 
1904, according to the institute. Researchers 
also believe an earthquake “probably close 
magnitude 6.0″ occurred at Helgeland in 1819, 
before seismic measurements existed.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

EARTHQUAKE, from page 1

A slight shaking


