
 
 

 

 

Miljøpartiet De Grønne on Svalbards party program  

 

The environment is not just one issue – but all issues have an environmental side. We want 

environmental and climate aspects to be taken into account when discussing all matters. 

As Kim Holmén the International director at Norwegian Polar Institute says: «Freedom, human rights, 

respect, dignity, peace, art, music, love and happiness have negligible environmental footprints. 

 

Miljøpartiet de Grønne Svalbards top candidates for the 2019 Lokalstyret elections 
 

 
 
Pål Berg has lived on Svalbard 
for 5 years and drives a Lynx. He 
works for Svalbard 
Folkehøgskole. In his spare time 
he loves being out on his 
sailboat with his spouse Silje. 

 

 
 
 
Olivia Ericson has lived in 
Longyearbyen for 7 years and drives 
a Yamaha. She is the General 
Manager of Svea Svalbard. In her 
spare time, she is most often found 
out in Bjørndalen at her cabin 
together with her husband Einar and 
their two dogs Fenris and Grim. 

 

 
Jovna Zakharias Dunfjell has 
lived in Longyearbyen for 4 
years and drives an Arctic Cat 
He works at the church as an 
organist. In his spare time, 
he has his hands full keeping 
track of Tundradundrene, 
Mandskoret as well as 
participating in the towns 
yearly theater review.   

 

 
 
 
Rakel Haukalid is a trained 
lawyer and has lived here for 4 
years. She drives a dog sled 
team. Dog sledding is what 
Rakel works with as well as how 
she prefers to spends her spare 
time. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Malte Jochmann has lived here since 
2003 and ride a bike. Malte works as 
a geologist in Store Norske and is 
writing a doctorate at UNIS. He  
spends his spare time with his wife 
and their two daughters. Malte and 
his family are cycling enthusiasts and 
are working hard to make more 
people leave their cars 
 

 
 
Benjamin Vidmar has lived 
here since 2008, and drives 
the Tapas bus. He works for 
Polar Permaculture as well 
as being a chef at the school. 
He is married to Leah and 
has four children.  



 
 
 

MDG Svalbard beliefs are: 

 
No to the large cruise ships  
The large cruise ships burn large 
amounts of fossil fuel that destroy 
the climate. Furthermore, our 
town doesn’t have the emergency 
capacity to handle a major 
accidents involving such ships. In 
addition, they make the city less 
pleasant for us residents. 
Therefore, we wish to ban large 
cruise ships from docking in 
Longyearbyen harbor. 

 
Post-insulation and renovation of 
homes The country's northernmost 
city has the country's poorest housing, 
drafty houses that provide low living 
standard and soaring CO2 emissions. A 
first step is the replacement of 
windows and post insulation. These 
steps will give raise the quality of the 
homes leading to the fact that we 
won’t have to burn as much coal in the 
power plant. The power supply of the 
future must be based on renewable 
energy sources. Together with ENØK, 
solar energy and geothermal heat can 
be an important part of this process 
 
 

 
Regulation of more secure plots 
We need safe housing and areas 
for local business to grow and 
develop. There are plenty of 
people who can develop these 
plots as well as plenty of people 
who are willing to pay - but 
Lokalstyret must provide the 
regulated plots. Moving industry 
and the waste management 
facilities to Hotellneset is an 
important step for the process to 
be successful. To make the city 
more attractive to families, we will 
also work to help people gain 
better access to cabins as well as a 
marina for small privately owned 
boats. 
 

Yes, to local tourism and 
certification of guides. 
Local suppliers provide local jobs 
and local spirit. We wish to end the 
possibility to rent out scooters to 
mainland companies as well as 
visitors who aren’t in the company 
of a local resident or local guide. 
The guides must be ensured better 
working conditions. This is done by 
no allowing just anyone arriving 
here and claiming to be a guide. 
Guides who are residents, certified 
and competent will provide safer 
tours for guests and a better city to 
live in. 
  

 

More hiking and biking trails  
It is great for motorists to get people 
out of the way, and it is great for 
people to not have to walk and 
bicycle in the road. We want more 
pedestrian and bicycle paths, more 
pedestrian crossings and clearer 
signs.  
More benches and adapted hiking 
trails can make it more attractive to 
use our legs instead of the car. We 
will also work to set up more garbage 
cans in and around the city for dog 
waste, cigarette butts and snuff 
bags.  
 

Production of metallurgical coal 
Coal is needed to make forks, 
bicycles, mobile phones, etc. 
Without metallurgical coal, we will 
not be able to stop the greenhouse 
gas emissions. When coal is not 
recovered on Svalbard, it is mined 
in other in other parts of the world 
where there is a much greater 
impact on the environment than 
there is when mined here.  
 
SNSK is a cornerstone in our city. 
 
 
 

Yes to a city bus  
We want a city bus that runs 
around the city. This will limit the 
need for private transport and 
increase the use of the entire city. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extended access to child care  

We will work to find fitting solutions 
for families who do not have working 
hours from eight to four. 
Alternatives may be extended SFO or 
offer of use of localities to private 
individuals who will offer childcare 
beyond what is currently offered.  

Magnificent Longyearbyen  
We want Longyearbyen to be an 
attractive town. We would like to 
introduce a tourist tax to finance the 
picking of garbage, sweeping of the 
streets, removal of yellow snow and dog 
poop. 
 
 
 
 
More local food  
We wish to work with central 
authorities to improve harvesting and 
utilization of local food resources. For 
example, allocated reindeer quota 
given to an individual should be able to 
be transferred to another individual if 
the first individual is unable to join the 
hunt. The selling of local fish to 
businesses and individuals in 
Longyearbyen she be facilitated in an 
easier way 

Norwegian language classes 
We are a community of over 50 
nationalities. We would like to have 
Norwegian as the common language 
in our city. Therefore, we believe that 
the Local Government should 
contribute by helping residence 
receive a Norwegian language 
education. 
 
 
Better waste management 
Recycling in Longyearbyen must be 
at least as good as on the mainland. 
We want a deposit scheme for 
bottles and cans. We also want 
sewage treatment plant to prevent 
sewage from going straight into the 
Adventfjord. The local council must 
work to reduce the use of 
disposable plastic and reduce the 
emission of micro-plastics. 
  

 


