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Weather summary

Cloudy and partly cloudy w/ mild 
temperatures and occasionally 
strong winds.

Full forecast page 3

See BOOKINGS, page 8

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

PAccording to a poll published at the end 
of August, 70 percent of Norwegians think it 
is important to preserve the country's oil and 
gas industry, while only 16 percent disagree.

At 10, the Svalbard Global Seed Vault confronts its doomsday rep
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An employee at Svea shows the 
infrastrucutre inside the mine to 
a visitor. The now-closed mine 
is still being used for tourism 
activities until summer.
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

“Trapped underground in the Svalbard 
Seed Vault, Mavin Cedarstrom is rescued by a 
band of strange women dressed in furs. The 
Peregrine scout Simone Kita was sent to recov-
er seeds from the top of the world and bring 
them south to the floating gardens of Kash-
phera.” Much as we try (and frequently fail) to 
be clever with craziness in this space, some-
times it’s best just to let others’ words speak 
for themselves. Such is the case with the new 
self-published book “River’s Child” by 
Mark Daniel Seiler, featuring the plot sum-
mary quoted above. The rest of the pitch, via 
Amazon: “Conjuring myth and magic, this fun, 
action-packed novel is a delight. ‘River’s 
Child’ is a wild ride into an ancient future. Fas-
ten your seat belt as our spirited heroes ride 
icebergs from the frozen north, battle wild 
men, and fall in love while they race to prevent 
world war.” It’s just one more entry in the end-
less range of zany fiction and non-fiction 
books, movies, video games, etc. about the 
Doomsday Vault, but it is touted as winning or 
being a finalist for a half-dozen literary awards 
we’re not familiar with. Plus it has a 4.8 star 
rating (out of five) from five Amazon Reviews 
Who Can’t Possibly Be Shills Even Though 
They All Sound Alike. Of course, there’s al-
ways a risk locals who have Actual Knowledge 
about Svalbard and the vault might weigh in 
and judging by this free preview of the first 
chapter (titled “Longyearbyen Village, Spits-
bergen”), it might lose a bit of star power. The 
opening scene features a Native American en-
during the usual racial insults from drunk Rus-
sians and describes a place called the Five 
Bells “the fisherman’s pub at the harbor. The 
island’s only ambulance was parked perma-
nently across the pier. Bloody brawls were 
common.” Still, while locals might slam such 
narratives as absurd as the overall plot, people 

elsewhere might be impressed and outsider 
could so quickly discover and expose the seedi-
er side of our existence here…Switching to 
factual freakiness, you might think there’s a 
bright outlook ahead since we’re in the early 
stages of the nearly four-month-long polar 
summer. But a London author and religious 
leader says we should be embracing the divini-
ty of darkness as inspired by Svalbard, which is 
apparently “a place where no matter how long 
you stay, your eyes will never adjust to the 
light.” Catherine Bird, a superintendent of the 
Methodist Church in a region of London, 
makes her three trips to the the archipelago 
in recent years a focus of her new book “The 
Divine Heart of Darkness,” “the imagination 
apparently freed as a result of a lack of optical 
stimulation.” She did have an enlightening mo-
ment outside Svalbard Church when a local 
pointed out a “strong strand of light” in the 
dark sky – but probably not the one the host 
was hoping for. “‘Look,’ I was told with some 
degree of vigor, ‘the light is always stronger 
than the darkness,'” Bird writes in her book. 
“After the day’s events I reflect somewhat dif-
ferently. Not that the light is stronger than the 
darkness, but rather, that light needs darkness 
to live – we cannot see light for what it is with-

out the dark. Yet darkness can live alone, without light, as the fundamental state of things from which creation sprang.” We 
won’t speculate on whether the souls of her congregants are glowing after a sermon, but she might not be the best pick to light 
up your next party…

The Austrailian
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/life/travel/longyearbyen-on-norways-svalbard-archipelago/news-story/

d5460ea77e1c1f854b521062c15f4034
6 HOURS AGO
It's there for the coal that the Norwegians mine nearby.

FLAGSHARELIKEREPLY
Avatar for stewart
stewart 2 DAYS AGO
A silly article about Svalbard. Longyearbyen looks and feels like an outback town. Not at all pretty or interesting. There 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Why so few rainbows are seen in Svalbard?

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

JAMAL QURESHI

Because we're all for promoting child labor…

Setting a fine example of corporate good citizenship, a certain supermarket chain with a store 
here in Longyearbyen is touting the tremendous toughness of tots as part of a nationwide beach 
cleanup that took place last month. While the campaign is emphasizing the volume and environ‐
mental damage of plastics in the oceans, many of Svalbard's shores are strewn with items from 
fish trawlers such as this huge fishnet. The Co-op cooperative cleanup is one of many scheduled 
this summer, with corporations rapidly joining efforts made for years by government and environ‐
mental organizations. Among the recently launched efforts that will continue this summer are vol‐
unteer cleanups near Longyearbyen by Project Isfjorden and cruise lines who will offer passenger 
pickups under the guidance of the Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators

COOP NORGE

PRIVATE
Up a creek: If this person needs rescuing from 
the Doomsday Vault that maybe all those 
"flooding" stories aren't so absurd after all.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. S winds to 25 
km/h. High 0C (-4C wind chill), 
low -1C (-4C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Partly cloudy. SE winds to 39 
km/h. High 2C (-2C wind chill), 
low 0C (-6C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 18 
km/h. High 1C (-2C wind chill), 
low 0C (-3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 1C (-2C), 0C (-4C), light 24:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, 2C (-2C), 1C (-2C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, 2C (-1C), 1C (-3C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 2C (-1C), 1C (-1C), light 24:00h;

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy SE winds to 42 
km/h. High 0C (-4C wind chill), 
low -1C (-6C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

June 5, 2018

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

90 degrees north 
A hiker enjoys a warm day on a cliff overlooking Longyerbyen. A decade ago snow usually fell on 
at least one day during each of the summer months, but recent years have been snow-free. 

Longyearbyen nearing century 
mark of above-average monthly 
temps; 6º above norm in May

PRIVATE

Fox found near road sent to 
mainland for rabies test

A polar fox that children found dead by 
the side of the road to Svalbard Airport during 
the Spitsbergen Marathon on Saturday has 
been sent to the mainland to determine if it 
has rabies, according The Governor of Sval-
bard.A fox that attacked two dogs at Hopen 
on April was infected with the disease and as 
a result the bodies of all dead foxes are being 
analyzed, said Police Chief Lt. Arnt Rennan. 
"The fox was laying underwater next to the 
road, a few hundred yards from a food 
station," said Police Chief Lt. Frede Lamo, 
who removed the carcass. He said dead foxes 
without rabies are discovered often and the in-
spection is a precaution for those near settle-
ments. "We keep every possibility open, but I 
do not think there is anything to worry about," 
he said.

City, provider sign formal 
deal for local folk high school

An agreement for a long-sought folk high 
school was formally signed Monday follow-
ing a meeting of the Longyearbyen Communi-
ty Council. The agreement between the city 
and  the Norwegian Christian youth organiza-
tion KFUK-KFUM calls for the new school to 
debut in the fall of 2019. "Now we are a per-
fect team," said Espen Klungseth Rotevatn, a 
member of the council and the school's gener-
al manager. "The local government has local 
expertise and affiliation with Svalbard, and 
KFUK-KFUM is a professional folk high 
school participant." Hansen said such long 
flights occur relatively often due to the large 
distances between areas where activities occur 
in Svalbard.

School gets special gold
baton for annual relay race

Longyearbyen School is one of 25 schools in 
Norway byen School said.

Parliament to consider folk 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Aside from the fact 90 is a nice round num-
berAside from the fact 90 is a nice round num-
ber, arguably it's hardly news Longyearbyen 
has now had seven-and-a-half years of above-
average temperatures.

After all, there's been years of reminders 
climate change is happening twice as fast here 
as elsewhere on Earth. Plenty of evidence at the 
scientific and commoner levels ranging from 
shrinking glaciers to drastic ecosystem changes 
to homes destroyed/endangered by environ-
mental damage. Not to mention the so-called 
"flooding" of the Svalbard Global Seed Vault 
due to softening permafrost that's been the sub-
ject of so many derisive and apocalyptic head-
lines.

But the town's monthly temperature streak 
has hit that landmark number and did so with 
the warmest May in recorded history. Tempera-
tures at Svalbard Airport averaged 1.8 degrees 
Celsius, exactly six degrees above normal.

"All five Arctic stations – Bjørnøya, 

Hopen, Svalbard Airport, Ny-Ålesund and Jan 
Mayen – set records for the warmest month of 
May," a report by the Norwegian Meteorologi-
cal Institute notes.

Bjørnøya recorded the warmest tempera-
tures with an average of 3.7 degrees (5.1 de-
grees above normal), Ny-Ålesund's average 
was 1.6 degrees (5.6 degrees above normal) 
and Hopen 0.3 degrees (5 degrees above nor-
mal).

But while temperatures in various parts of 
Svalbard were remarkably consistent, precipita-
tion was anything but.

The lowest amount of precipitation record-
ed was 6.8 millimeters in Advendalen near 
Longyearbyen. The high was 93.5 millimeters 
at Hornsund, which also recorded the largest 
single-day total with Hornsund also measured 
the largest daily burst of the Arctic stations by 
17.8 millimeters on May 10. Neither location 
has collected measurements long enough to es-
tablish a historical average.

The high temperatures weren't limited to 
the Arctic – Norway's average temperature in 
May was 4.2 degrees above normal – by far the 
warmest ever since mean-temperature measure-
ments began in 1900.

SYSSELMANNEN
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78˚TAXFREEAS

ALL THE BEAR ESSENTIALS!
AND MUCH,

MUCH MORE

Elvesletta Vei 509/2 (across from the Radisson)     +47 79 02 24 03     Facebook: 78 Grader Taxfree

We offer a rich and unique selection of souvenirs, household items, hardware, electronics and 
outdoor gear for camping or cabin trips, all at great prices. Check out our specials on Facebook!  



BARKING MAD
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A critical housing shortage that is forcing 
people to leave Longyearbyen despite having 
jobs is threatening the shutdown of the town’s 
only veterinarian this month, triggering an in-
tense debate about the necessity of local animal 
care and what role government should play in 
supporting it.

Astrid Vikaune, who started Svalbard Vet 
in 2013, has been renting an apartment from the 
city since last fall. But Svalbardposten reported 
at the end of May she received a letter “without 
notice” telling her the lease has been terminated 
and she has a month to move out.

“If I do not have a place to live I will close 
the veterinary service here and move it to the 
mainland,” she told the newspaper. “I do not 
want to run a clinic in Longyearbyen without 
staying here.”

Vikaune is living in the apartment with her 
children as well as residents who are temporari-
ly occupying a guest room due to the housing 
shortage. Svalbard Vet currently has four full-
time and one part-time employees.

Before Svalbard Vet opened Longyearbyen 
residents had to rely on a veterinarian from the 
mainland who made several visits a year, creat-
ing hardships for those with emergencies and 
transporting dogs to/from the mainland due to 
strict inspection requirements. But with the 
town’s dog population increasing rapidly in re-
cent years – from about 770 in 2015 to 1,200 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

To a casual observer the helicopter activi-

ty a short distance above the rows of quaint 
homes might have seemed like a noisy neigh-
borhood nuisance, but the loads it was lifting 
came from the exact spot where a massive 
avalanche swept away 11 of those homes and 
killed two people – and the goal is to ensure 
such a tragedy never happens again.

Raising barriers
Evacuation lifted for homes in 
avalanche zone; will new snow 
barriers be done by winter? 

Longyearbyen’s only vet may be forced to leave due to housing shortage; prompts howler of a debate
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See VET, page 6 See BARRIERS, page 6

Astrid Vikaune, left, examines a dog after it completes the 2015 Trappers Trail dogsledding race. The race occurred during an outbreak of kennel cough that 
infected most dogs in Longyearbyen, resulting in a third of the teams dropping out. The epidemic also resulted in mass cancellations of dogsledding tours. 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

A helicopter lifts a support for a snow barrier  being built above at-risk homes on Sukkertoppen.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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BARRIERS, from page 5

VET, from page 5
now – due primarily to a large increase in com-
mercial dogsledding tours, many residents and 
tour operators argue a full-time local veterinari-
an is a necessity the point the government 
should ensure one exists.

“It goes without saying that animal welfare 
is not followed up in the same way without a 
vet. It’s impossible,” wrote Therese Berger, an 
employee at Svalbard Snøscooterutleie, in a 
discussion about the issue on a local Facebook 
page. “Also, what about infectious diseases? It 
will take much longer before such things are 
discovered and under control. They are only 
making it worse and worse for people to ‘sur-
vive’ up here. The veterinarian is as important 
here as having doctors and hospitals.”

City Manager Hege Walør Fagertun told 
Svalbardposten officials are talking with Store 
Norske about possible alternative housing ar-
rangements for Vikaune. But Fagertun also not-
ed a one-month notice is standard for a city 
housing contract and the local government is 
not officially responsible for animal welfare.

Some people engaging in the Facebook de-
bate agreed the city shouldn’t be officially re-
sponsible, since that would require additional 
regulatory and financial responsibility, even if a 
local veterinarian may now be a necessity.

“I can understand the frustration of people 
– Svalbard needs a vet,” wrote Inge Lene Vil-
lumsen, a longtime resident who worked for the 
city and at Store Norske before moving to the 
mainland in 2015. “But pushing that responsi-
bility over to the local government because 
they have rented housing to the vet will be 
completely wrong. The same way there are hos-
pitals, dentists, etc. that do not belong under the 
local government.”

The local shortage has attracted national 
media attention since some employees have 
been forced to leave because they cannot find 
and/or afford housing.

A street map, left, shows homes that were evacuated from Dec. 22 of last year until last Thursday because they are in a high-risk avalanche zone. At right, a 
map released this spring shows areas in the center of Longyearbyen considered to be in high-risk (red), medium-risk (orange) and low-risk zones. 

SYSSELMANNEN

Is full-time vet a must?
NORWEGIAN WATER RESOURCES AND ENERGY DIRECTORATE

One of the rescue helicopters belonging 
to The Governor of Svalbard was used to car-
ry steel supports from the base of Sukkertop-
pen toward the top of the mountain, where 
they will anchor snow barriers now under 
construction. The barriers are being placed 
above dozens of residences the governor has 
declared are unsafe to live in when there is 
snow on the mountainside.

An evacuation order for the homes in ef-
fect since Dec. 22 of last year was lifted last 
week. But it will likely be reinstated when 
significant snowfall returns to Longyearbyen 
unless the barriers are securely in place.

“The decision on enforcing the ban will 
then be maintained as long as there is snow in 
the area, unless protective measures for the 
buildings in question have been implemented,” 
the statement notes.

A similar process occured last year, when 
an evacuation order was issued following an 
avalanche in February of 2017 that destroyed 
two apartment buildings – heightening con-
cerns that erupted after a larger and more de-
structive avalanche in December of 2015. Lats 
year's order was lifted in early June before be-
ing reinstated in December.

The work on the series of barriers along 
the mountainside above the downtown neigh-
borhood known as Lia began earlier this 
spring and is expected to continue during the 
coming months. The goal is to complete the 
barriers before winter.

A statement by the city notes more heli-
copter flights whose noise miight be instrusive 
will be necessary in the coming weeks.

“We apologize for the noise inconve-
nience this causes, but we will limit the use of 

what is strictly necessary,” the statement 
notes.

The supports are being placed above the 
homes at Vei 230, where the largest of the two 
avalanches occurred, and Vei 228, where 
buildings from the second snowslide were hit.

The avalanches and evacuation orders 
have contributed to a critical housing shortage 
that is so accute some people are being forced 
to leave Longyearbyen despite being em-
ployed because housing isn't available and/or 
affordable. The shortage resulted in Norway’s 
government allocating in its 2018 budget a to-
tal of 273 million kroner for Svalbard. Most is 
for new short-term housing and infrastructure, 
with a 27-million-kroner allocation to 
Longyearbyen’s municipal government in-
tended for demolition of at-risk structures as 
well as various infrastructure costs.

But many property owners upset about 
being able to live in and/or rent residences 
only part-time are still facing the possibility of 
losing their homes altogether.

The Norwegian Water Resources and En-
ergy Directorate presented a report in March 
recommending spending 100 million to pro-
tect 37 residences and other parts of the city 
center with snow barriers. But it also declared 
there is apparently no practical way to protect 
about 140 more residences, meaning many of 
them will need to be demolished and residents 
relocated.

Among the problems, according to the re-
port, is climate change is causing more ex-
treme storms more frequently. Also, snow 
consistency and accumulation is changing, 
making anaylsis based on past events futile. 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Racing against winter

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



Doing the wave
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Longyearbyen residents wave flags to greet the AIDAluna as it prepares to dock Wednesday morning. It was the first large cruise ship of the year.

Locals and passengers up early to greet each other from far and near as first cruise ship of year docks 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Carsten Wuenscher, 41, knew nothing 
about Svalbard before arriving Wednesday 
morning, but clearly was eager to start learning 
as he was the first to disembark from the 2,100-
passenger AIDAluna after it became the first 
large cruise ship to dock here this year. 

“I think it’s the best way to explore the 
north of Europe,” the Düsseldorf resident said. 
“It’s cold.”

Wuenscher said this is his third cruise and 
a considerable contrast to his previous balmy 
voyage to Australia in November. Traveling to 
Svalbard with his parents, he said they were 
planning to take a wheeled dogsledding tour, 
but he got off the German-flagged ship quickly 
so he could explore Longyearbyen alone on 
foot before the tour started at 10 a.m.

That meant he had a couple of hours to dis-
cover things on his own, since the ship arrived 
at the harbor at 7 a.m. – one hour ahead of its 
originally scheduled time, a decision made due 
to the lengthy docking process because of the 
vessel’s slow winches. It took nearly an hour 
between the time the ship stopped and Wuen-
scher’s arrival at the passenger security gate.

While the ship’s passengers were mere 
dots from the mountainside – and vice versa – a 
handful were waving towels and other items in 
greetings from the decks and cabin balconies.

An array of flags would also normally be 

flying from the dock, but Harbormaster Kjetil 
Bråten said they were omitted for the first ar-
rival since the German flag in the collection is 
damaged – and omitting it would be an obvious 
slight for the German ship and many passen-
gers from that country.

Busses, taxis and other vehicles began ar-
riving about the same time passengers began 

disembarking. Continuing a coordinated effort 
between cruise lines and local tour operators 
that began a couple of years ago, a sizable per-
centage of passengers departed on prearranged 
tours immediately after disembarking, with the 
tours ending in the center of town with the ob-
jective of getting visitors to visit shops and 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

See CRUISE, page 8

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
A passenger aboard the AIDAluna waves a towel to Longyearbyen residents on a nearby hillside.
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CRUISE, from page 7

Bigger ships, bigger concerns
Carsten Wuenscher approaches the security gate at Longyearbyen Harbor after disembarking from the AIDAluna cruise ship Wednesday morning.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

cafes before returning to the ship before its de-
parture.

“The big difference now from only a few 
years ago is things are organized,” said Visit 
Svalbard Director Ronny Brunvoll.

The coordination is considered crucial 
since an aggressive effort is being made to ex-
pand cruise ship tourism. In recent years up to 
6,000 passengers have arrived on multiple ships 
during a single day, overwhelming tour compa-
nies and businesses beyond their capacity.

Brunvoll said there are about five new 
companies affiliated with Visit Svalbard com-
pared to last year, brining the overall total to 
about 75. He said the total number of passen-
gers expected to arrive this year is roughly the 
same as the 44,336 that visited last year.

But while the AIDAluna loomed large on 
Wednesday morning compared to some smaller 
passenger ships also making port calls, it soon 
will find itself being overshadowed.

Local officials were notified about the ear-
ly arrival the day before, which meant some 
quick adjustments for the now large-scale appa-
ratus of greeters, guided tours and those in a 
large welcoming tent. Among those rising 
much earlier than planned was Anci Haugerud, 
a project coordinator for Visit Svalbard, who 
left home at 6 a.m. to organize a traditional 
first-ship greeting party on the mountainside 

across the road from the harbor.
“We had to move quickly to get people 

here,” she said. About 15 people were waving 
flags, drinking coffee and eating pastries when 
the AIDAluna came to a stop, compared to 
about 40 people last year.

But Haugerud said the effort is well worth-
while.

“We were told last year by the cruise line it 
was noticed,” she said.

“This is a small one,” Bråten said, noting 
the ship is 69,200 tons. Arriving for the first 
time this year on June 16 is the French-flagged 
MSC Meraviglia, which at 171,598 tons will be 
the largest cruise ship to ever dock in 

Longyearbyen.
“The capacity of that ship is 4,500 passen-

gers, but I don’t think they will bring that many 
up here,” Bråten said, noting about 3,500 are 
currently booked. “I hope they don’t bring that 
many up there. That is too many for us.”

Weather and other conditions will likely 
need to be idea for the ship to dock at the pier, 
otherwise the ship will have to anchor in the 
channel and ferry passengers ashore.

The harbor’s limited ability handle ships of 
such size has made a new pier a top priority for 
many local officials, with a proposed twin-pier 
floating dock now in the planning stages. Bråt-
en said he expects the new harbor to be in use 
by 2021.

In addition to crowding, concerns have 
been voiced about the environmental and other 
adverse impacts of increasing tourism. The in-
dustry has responded in recent years with ef-
forts such as responsible behavior campaigns 
and offering trash cleanups on beaches as a 
shore excursion (with some offering discount 
fares for passengers who spend half their shore 
time doing pickups). New this year is a large-
scale effort by the Association of Arctic Expe-
dition Cruise Operators to expand such 
cleanups and reduce disposable plastic items on 
member ships.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MSC CRUISES
The 171,598-ton, 4,500-passenger MSC 
Meraviglia will be the largest cruise ship to ever 
dock in Longyearbyen when it arrives June 16.



Amorous polar bear couple ‘delight’ voyeuristic meteorological station staff as well as each other

Hopen to get lucky
A polar bear couple expresses their affection in the Biblical sense during an encounter that lasted more than a hour, as nearby Peeping Toms took photos.

TED TORFOSS
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

“This was not ordinary bunny rabbit sex. 
Here they kept going for a good hour, to the de-
light of the Hopen residents’ Peeping Tom 
mentality.”

Not much more needs to be said. But of 
course we will because, well, sex.

Polar bear porn from Svalbard is titillating 
virtual voyeurs for the second time in a month, 
courtesy of staffers at the Hopen Meteorologi-
cal Station who published a full-spread photo 
shoot of the animals from foreplay to a rather 

bloody afterglow (chill…it’s not about that). 
For those who thought the far-away and fuzzy 
images captured by a guide during a trip to 
Pyramiden were a bit tame, trust us, the latest 
images are far more explicit.

It was the latest in a remarkable year for 
polar bear sightings at Hopen, such as when 
station researcher Bjørn Naustervik Myklebust 
observed 14 of them within 24 hours during a 
ski trip in March from the station to a cabin and 
back. Myklebust and colleague Ted Torfoss 
were at the station May 5 when yet another 
seemingly “normal” sighting of a pair of com-

bative bears occurred.
“We first thought it was a female bear with 

a rebellious teenager,” the station’s official 
blog notes. “They did not easily scare and 
seemed to be in their own world. However, we 
chased them out on the ice eventually.”

But the bears appeared and disappeared 
several more times, still scuffling.

“They were only concerned about them-
selves and disappeared out onto the ice again,” 
the blog notes. “Only when they started going 
on the historical grounds behind Nilsebu did we 

Observers origianlly thought the pair of polar bears was just a mom and rebel teenage son because of their skirmishes, left, but those soon gave way to 
scenes whose photos are worthy of Polar Penthouse. It was the climactic experience for Hopen staff who saw multitudes of bears during the winter.

TED TORFOSS

See SEX page 8



TED TORFOSS

Bears seal the deal after steamy sex
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One might think she likes it rough – and being a polar bear that's saying something – but it's just the couple indluging in their own type of afterglow.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SEX, from page 7

To ensure great tales about tails

is the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative 
Newsmedia. That means a whole new global 
audience will be looking to Svalbard – and what it 
might have to offer those who visit. Tell them what 
you have with our extremely affordable print and 
website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 

icepeople

 Gamle Stormessa in Nybyen
951 48 406 • post@svalbardvet.noContact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

realize what it was about.”
But far from turning their gaze away, Myk-

lebust and Torfoss made their way from the sta-
tion about a 150 yards from the bears to a cabin 
that was 35 meters away, the better to watch 
and photograph the action close-up.

“When they finally finished and separated 
they seemed to be good friends, and ambled 
around the station area and came and went out 
in the tundra,” the blog notes.

But instead of seeking cigarettes, the bears 

were indulging in their natural form of chilling 
out after such a hot encounter.

“The bears came back bloody and 
saturated,” the blog notes. “They had obviously 
taken a seal on the ice, which became an all-
star meal in the scree.”

The blog notes that while polar bears have 
been observed mating by station staff in the 
field on occasion, they’re unaware of any such 
encounter at the station.

“I do not think this was observed by any 
crew on Hopen before you got this unique ex-

perience,” wrote Audun Gangstø, who spent the 
winter of 1959-60 at the station. "I’m glad to 
see that the polar bear is still visiting Hopen, 
despite little ice and mild weather.”

The encounter was something of a climac-
tic experience for Torfoss, who is nearing the 
end of a six-month season at the station and 
whose 60th birthday was two days earlier.

“I could not have had a better birthday 
present,” he told Svalbardposten.
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ISBJØRN AT ICEFJORD
A polar bear tries unsuccessfully to climb out of a window of a storage room Sunday at Isfjord Radio. The bear finally escaped after more than two hours. 

Polar bear ransacks food storage room at Isfjord Radio before helicopter scares it off; it returns later 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A polar bear broke into a food storage 
room at Isfjord Radio on Sunday morning and 
spent a couple of hours eating chocolates, 
shredding bags of food waste, crushing wine 
bottles and shattering windows before it was fi-
nally scared off by a rescue helicopter, accord-
ing to officials and observers.

The bear, believed to be a large male, was 
discovered shortly before 7 a.m. by Station 
Manager Malin Stark.

“The first thing I saw was that the entrance 
door was broken and the first thing I felt was ir-

ritation,” she told Svalbardposten, which first 
reported the incident. “It’s only been a short 
time since we got a new entrance because the 
previous one was also destroyed by a polar 
bear.”

When she looked through a window she 
saw bags of food waste torn open and then 
heard noises, indicating the bear was still 
inside. She told NRK the bear appeared con-
fined by the space.

“The bear was clearly stressed,” she said. 
“He had broken all the small windows along 
the wall. He realized that it was not possible to 
get out of the same way he came in.”

Stark called The Governor of Svalbard and 
then stood watch outside the building with oth-
er station employees until the rescue helicopter 
arrived. The animal escaped as the helicopter 
approached at about 9:30 a.m.

“He got out through a little window,” Stark 
said. “After having been locked in for a few 
hours, the sound was the extra motivation he 
needed.”

The bear was seen again near the station 
Sunday evening, but officials who flew out a 
second time failed to locate the animal. 

ALICIA LOCKWOOD / ISFJORD RADIO

Food and other items are strewn by a polar bear in a storage room, left, at Isfjord Radio. At right, employees inspect the entrance damaged by the bear.
SIMON IDSØ / ISFJORD RADIO

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Barentsburg residents perform a song-and-dance history 
of Russia during a cultural exchange show Saturday night 

at Kulturhuset. The annual event, which during the past 
two years featured elaboratly staged shows based on a 

Russian storytale, returned to its more traditional roots this 
year with a variety of music ranging from centuries-old folk 
songs to solo opera to modern rock, with outfits and dance 

routines to match. The show occured a week after 
Longyearbyen residents performed in the neighboring 

Russian settlement. Photos by Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople. 

RED
SWARM
RISING



Triumph of twos
Runners pass the polar bear warning sign at the edge of Longyearbyen during the Spitsbergen Marathon on Saturday. Rain before and during the race 
resulted in a muddy run for racers on the largely dirt road course, but winds were light and temperatures mild at just above zero degrees Celsius.

Spitsbergen Marathon gets twin second-time winners; woman winner's boyfriend tops half marathon

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Piotr Suchenia, left, and Mari Kråkemo Finnerud, right, cross the finish line to win the men's and women's divisions of the Spitsbergen Marathon. 
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

See RACE, page 14

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Mari Kråkemo Finnerud felt like she was 
struggling compared to last year's dominating 
victory, but once again she was only a few min-
utes behind the fastest man halfway through the 

race. By the end she was part of a winning cou-
ple with two different men.

Finnerud won her second straight Spitsber-
gen Marathon on Saturday and the Drammen 
resident had a second reason to celebrate as she 
was greeted by her boyfriend, Vegar Lie, who 

crossed the finish line a few minutes earlier to 
win the half marathon. She said they've run 
half-marathons together elsewhere, but having 
him here made her full-course run less harsh.

"The Spitsbergen Marathon course is hard, 
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Participants in the full Spitsbergen Marathon, left, take off from the starting line at Svalbardhallen. At right, a runner in a polar bear suit was among a 
record 446 people participating in full-marathon, half-marathon and 10K races. The day also featured a "mini-marathon" for children.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Mari Kråkemo Finnerud and Vegar Lie pose for newspaper and TV reporters following their victories in the full- and half-length Spitsbergen Marathon.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Winners: Race difficult and beautiful
RACE, from page 13
but also intimate," she said. "In a couple of 
places we saw each other, and waved and 
shouted cheers to each other."

Finnerud's time of 3:03:57 was slower than 
her 2:58:06 race last year, but her win this year 
over the second-place finisher was even more 
dominating. She finished about 28 minutes 
ahead of Patty Terharmsel of The Netherlands 
whose time was 3:31:59, while last year's victo-
ry margin was about 22 minutes.

Rain before and during the race made for 
muddy conditions on dirt roads that make up a 
significant part of the course. But Finnerud said 
that wasn't the main reason for her struggles.

"This was much harder this year because I 
haven't trained so much like last year," she said.

The race was Finnerud's 12th marathon 
and, compared to other courses, the race in 
Longyearbyen ranks high both in challenge and 

enjoyment.
"I think it's very hard, but fun," she said. 

"There's not so many turns, so when you get up 
to speed you can keep your speed."

The overall winner of this year's race was 
Piotr Suchenia, 38, following up on his victory 
in 2016. The Polish racer finished in 2:52:27, 
about two minutes faster than his previous time 
and nearly eight minutes ahead of second-place 
finisher Erben Wennemars of The Netherlands 
whose time was 3:00:12.

Suchenia hardly seemed winded after the 
race, participating in interviews with race offi-
cials and the media before seeking out food or 
drinks. He said the marathon in Longyearbyen is 
as much an aesthetic as competitive experience.

"It feels like a second home," he said. 
"This place is very beautiful. I love this race."

Suchenia said he's run about 35 marathons 
worldwide and the Spitsbergen Marathon is "a 

difficult race. A lot of hills." But it has a much 
more prominent quality.

"It's the most beautiful marathon on Earth," 
he said.

But it's far from the most extreme he's run 
in – or won. He won the 2017 North Pole 
Marathon at the Barneo ice camp at 89 degrees 
latitude north and was the only participant 
among more than 40 not to take a break inside a 
tent to warm up.

"I ran with no stops and no drinks," Suche-
nia said. "I ate only one gel pack."

He said the circular ten-lap course is physi-
cally difficult due to surfaces ranging from hard 
ice to knee-deep snow. But he said the cold 
wasn't part of the challenge.

"It's no problem running at minus 35 de-
grees," he added.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They’ve spent years together bringing their 
musical mastery to the community, first as 
teacher/student and now with the student also 
being a teacher. Both were shocked at winning 
Longyearbyen’s top citizen/youth awards with-
in minutes of each other. And locals might do 
well to enjoy the talents of both during the next 
year since they may depart after that time.

“I really look up to her because she’s such 
an amazing lady and she knows so much,” said 
Amalie Henriksen, 18, winner of this year’s 
youth award, referring to her longtime music 
teacher Liv Mari Schei, winner of the adult 
honor. The teen said perhaps the biggest thing 
she’s learned is “to be secure about myself 
when on stage.”

Henriksen did her teacher proud while de-
livering a short and improvised acceptance 
speech at Kulturhuset on Thursday night after 
winning a 10,000-kroner scholarship for being 
a youth making an award-winning cultural con-
tribution to the community. Liv Mari Schei, ar-
guably Longyearbyen’s most commercially 
successful commercial musician during most of 
the 12 years she’s lived here, won this year’s 
Tyfus Statuette, an ironically named award pre-
sented to a person deemed to have “kept the 
community out of typhus.”

“She’s a worker,” Schei said of her pupil 

who now also teaches at the local cultural 
school. “She is smiling. The way she spoke to 
the audience during the evening is an example 
because she didn’t prepare anything 
beforehand.”

The awards at the end of an evening gala 

featuring songs and speeches culminated the 
traditional celebration in the world’s northern-
most town of Norwegian Constitution Day, cel-
ebrating the country’s independence day de-
clared in 1814. Longyearbyen Mayor Arild 

Cultural champsCultural champs
Musician/teacher Liv Mari Schei and longtime student Amalie Henriksen win top local citizen awards

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Liv Mari Schei, at piano in photo at left, performs a sing-along tribute with Elise Strømseng (violin) and Halldis Vesaas (vocals) during a gathering at 
Kulturhuset to remember the victims of a Dec. 19, 2015, avalanche that killed two people. At right, Amalie Henriksen leads the children's group 
Polargospel in song during this year's Solfestuka celebration. Schei and Henriksen were honored on May 17 for their extensive community contributions.
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See AWARDS, page 16

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
The Longyearbyen Big Band plays during the May 17 gala where Schei and Henriksen were honored.
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ROGER ZAHL ØGEGÅRD

Citizen award winners eye futures elsewhere
Local award winners Liv Mari Schei, left, and Amalie Henriksen, right, join Gov. Kjerstin Askholt and Mayor Arild Olsen at a dinner after the ceremony.

AWARDS, from page 15

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Olsen presented both winners, beginning with a 
description of the still-to-be-named scholarship 
winner.

The winner’s activities extend far beyond 
her formidable musical accomplishments as a 
performer and teacher, including various sports 
as a participant and coach, the acrobatic troupe 
Sirkus Svalnardo, the local youth council, stu-
dent president, and the Longyearbyen Red 
Cross during the frantic effort to rescue people 
buried by a massive avalanche in December of 
2015.

“The youth we will honor this evening is 
characterized by a leadership type that shows 
maturity and responsibility,” Olsen said. “Other 
keywords that are indicative of the recipient are 
‘takes great responsibility and shows great care 
for children and young people,’ ‘a gentle and 
posi t ive youth that s tands out , ’ and 
‘musicality.’ In recent years, the grant recipient 
has also become an important youthful contrib-
utor in the arenas of adults – obviously, as a 
matter of course.”

Henriksen – who was born in Tromsø, but 
has lived in Longyearbyen since the age of two 
– said she began to suspect she was the winner 
abou t ha l fway th rough the mayor ’ s 
presentation.

“Probably in the middle about leading the 
youth choir and digging during the avalanche in 
2015,” she said.

Henriksen, a singer and multi-instrumental-
ist (she recently has been focusing on teaching 
other youths the flute), said she may spend the 
scholarship money on a new instrument. But 
she said that while she isn’t sure yet what she 
hopes to do with her life, it probably won’t be a 
career in music.

“I’m going to save for a year at work and 

then move down to the mainland,” she said. “I 
want to explore the opportunities that are 
there.”

In contrast to the surprise unveiling of the 
youth scholarship winner, Schei got a phone 
call a couple of weeks ago from city cultural di-
rector Roger Zahl Ødegård (himself a winner of 
the Tyfus award in 2013) informing her she 
was this year’s winner, allowing her to prepare 
a formal speech that’s a traditional part of the 
ceremony.

“It’s a great honor and I didn’t understand 
anything when Roger called me a while ago 
and he said ‘Liv Mari – are you sitting?'” she 

said in her acceptance speech. “I guess I really 
thought there were many others who were most 
deserving of this award, but then I became 
number 45 in the series. I am very proud and 
grateful.”

Schei, who moved to Longyearbyen in 
2006, said after the ceremony her original plan 
was to stay for six months while she conducted 
research for her master’s degree. But that 
quickly changed.

“I got so inspired by Svalbard, the people 
and the life,” she said.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Russian and Norwegian leaders lay wreaths at the Skjæringa memorial during the May 17 celebration.



Freia's fabulous 50
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TED TORFOSS
Freia Hutzschenreuter lived in this cabin at Moskusdalen for 45 years. She spent the past years in a nearby flat, perferring to be far from the town center. 

Freia Hutzschenreuter, 79, a bold solo explorer at sea and in Svalbard, leaves after iconic five decades

ROGER ZAHL ØGEGÅRD
Freia Hutzschenreuter arrives at Svalbard Airport 
for her final departure flight from Longyearbyen 
shortly after midnight Monday.

See FREIA page 18

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Driving toward Huset in a windy April 
snowstorm, a tiny figure is walking slowly to-
ward an isolated building several hundred me-
ters away. Dressed head-to-toe in winter cloth-
ing it might be a child, but the slightly slumped 
posture and slow gait are a dead giveaway the 
oldest resident of the world's northernmost 
town is making her regular trek to her regular 
main meal of the day. I feel like the worst per-
son on Earth because I drive past her and park 
next to the building, since there's no room in 
my cluttered car for even the slight likes of her.

But Freia Hutzschenreuter, a few months 
shy of her 80th birthday, shrugs off my profuse 
apoliogies with the cheerful irony so typical of 
so many of her tales.

"During 50 years there's been a lot of terri-
ble weather," she says.

Hutzschenreuter, a solo adventurist whose 
lone wolf spirit persists to this day, has made 
that walk for God knows how many years 
through weather good and through some of the 
most punishing storms on Earth. Nowadays one 
might see her as little different than the very el-
derly shuffling along, except she's making her 
daily treks to that commoner fare and other er-
rands in an extreme Arctic environment defying 
everything an immediate visual impression sug-
gests she's capable of.

She was by far the first person I wanted to 
dine with for this project, thanks to an an im-

promptu evening with her months ago when I 
learned vast and random bits of an incredibly 
bold life adventure. Indeed, I could have spent 
all ten dinners with her and more expanding on 
various details of a life full of youthful adven-
tures and bizarre hardships beyond the grasp of 
most folks (due to bureaucratic snafus, for in-
stance, it turns out she was officially homeless 
for more than 40 years – causing huge prob-
lems when she wanted to collect her pension 
and visit/return to her homeland in the German 
Alps during her latter years).

Alas, this isn't her biography, at least not 
one that fully does her justice. It's just a dinner.

When we enter the warmth of Huset her 
thoughts shift abruptly and seemingly randomly 
from the lousy weather to her failing eyesight 
and how doctors can't do much now about it. It 
seemed like one of those aimless shifts in con-
versation the elderly are associated with. It 
turns out I'm the one suffering a brain malfunc-
tion – after hearing about the problem for sev-
eral minutes later I'm stunned to learn it's the 
primary reason she is leaving Svalbard just 
weeks short of 50 years of residency. It was 
hardly the only time during the evening a seem-
ingly wandering narrative was anything but.

When we get to the cashier to place our or-
ders she firmly rebuffs my invitation from a 
few days ago to treat her to lørdagsbiff.

"When I come here on Saturdays I just ask 
for a bit of sausage" that she is charged much 

Editor's note: This is an excerpt from "Ten 
Saturdays of Lordagsbiff," an upcoming book 
sharing tales and tables with those who 
frequent the ultimate traditional community 
meal in the world's northernmost town.



Page 18 June 5, 2018

FIVE ON FIVE: Remarkable tales from remarkable residents during May

ROGER ZAHL ØGEGÅRD

'I wanted to see the world and I did'

Freia Hutzschenreuter walks one kilometer alone in a March snowstorm, left, from her apartment in Nybyen to Huset, where for many years she ate her 
main meal almost every day. At right, Hutzschenreuter gathers at Huset with Roger Ødegård Zahl, Peter J. Brugmans and Anne Lise Klungseth Sandvik 
for an early 80th birthday party a few days before departing Longyearbyen. She departed for her home in the German Alps earlier this week.

FREIA, from page 17

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

STEFAN CLAES
Freia Hutzschenreuter, left in photo at left, works as a crew member aboard the Norwegian ship Ellan between 1958-60. At right, Hutzschenreuter 
prepares to Disembark from the Captain Ahab sailboat in Isfjorden in 1985. Hutzschenreuter, who arrived in Svalbard after extensive exploring of 
northern Europe by boat, says she stayed in Longyearbyen because her work schedule gave her plenty of time during the summer to continue sailing.

COURTESY OF BJØRN TANDBERG

less for, she explains. Sure enough, her plate ar-
rives with a long frankfurter I see on some chil-
dren's plates during my visit – and at about half 
the price of the beef seems an incredible bat-
gain. When paired with two types of potatos 
and shredded cabbage from the buffet looks 
like a platter of fare from her home in the Alps.

Born in East Germany in 1938 and escap-
ing with her family to West Germany 11 years 
later, she caught the explorer bug early. During  
her late teens she explored the coasts of Ger-
many, England and the Swesish Arctic by 
kayak, then worked as a crew member and oth-
er occupations in northern regions of Norway, 
Greenland and Iceland for more than a decade.

She arrived in Svalbard in 1968, taking a 
job as a server at Mine 7 and intending yet an-

other temporary stay before moving on to more 
unexplored territory.

"One summer and one winter because I had 
my sailboat in (mainland) Norway and I could 
live one sumer without sailing on my boat, but 
not more," she says. "But then it was so that we 
had so much free time during the summer be-
cause we worked so many days during the win-
ter that I had time to sail during the summer ev-
ery year."

She explored the seas for many summers 
while spending the rest of the time serving min-
ers, first at Mine 7 and then at Stormessa in Ny-
byen where she lived for virtually all of her 
years here. While cheery, her lone-spiritedness 
was also lifelong trait.

"I didn't want to marry," she says, noting 
doing so meant she'd have to learn to cook. "I 

wanted to see the world and I did."
She worked for 30 years for Store Norske 

before retiring and beginning a new chapter of 
her life involving lots of exploring by land, qui-
et times at homes writing many letters (she's 
not a fan of the phone it surely should go with-
out saying she's doesn't have e-mail or a Twit-
ter account), and making her long walks to the 
center of town to shop and Huset for meals.

But now that she is packing for her depar-
ture, she isn't expressing any sadness about 
leaving the place she's lived so long, explaining 
simply "it's nice in the Alps." As for her plans 
there, that's up to fate.

"If I had a dream it would not be whether 
to do it, but how to so it," she says. 
This is merely an appetizer: Read Freia's 
the full story soon at icepeople.net
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POLARIZING PRIEST
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helge-
sen, who during the past 12 years has been one 
of Svalbard’s most prominent persons for his 
many roles ranging from lighthearted entertain-
er to controversial global political activist, is 
departing in October to become an ambulant 
seaman’s minister in Asia.

“Thus, my base will become Stavanger and 
I will travel east and meet with Norwegians 
abroad,” he wrote in a post on his Facebook 
page Monday morning. “That means that my 
Svalbard era now has sand in the hourglass.”

Helgesen, 57, has been at the center of 
many of Longyearbyen’s lightest and darkest 
moments of the past decade.

On a local level he served as a round-the-
clock counselor during major crises such as the 
mass shooting at Utøya in 2011 that killed a lo-
cal teenager and critically wounded another, 
and the avalanche in December of 2015 that de-
stroyed 11 homes and killed two people – one 
of whom was a close friend. On a brighter note, 
he’s a member of the Store Norske Men’s 
Choir, been a regular in an annual satirical re-
vue of local events, and in 2011 co-founded the 
Svalbard Kirkes Trio, which has released two 

albums and performed in the Vatican in 2013.
He presided over several outdoor Masses 

annually in Longyearbyen and outside town 
(frequently referring the mountain and sea 
backdrops as God’s ultimate cathedral), as well 
as Christmas services with the governor at all 
of the Svalbard’s settlements where a common 
companionship with differing peoples was cele-
brated. But his sermons could also challenge 
constituents to a calling, such as an Easter Mass 
this year denouncing the “terror” caused by 
anti-immigrant Norwegian politicians and 
deadly Israeli attacks against Palestinian 

SVALBARD CHURCH
Leif Magne Helgesen offers Communion during a Good Friday Mass at Tempelfjellet. He conducts several outdoor Masses in various areas annually.

Leif Magne Helgesen meets with a Buddist monk, left, during a research and missionary trip to Nepal in May. At right, Helgesen and an Israeli soldier 
take photos of each other in Hebron in 2017 as part of Helgesen's visit to the West Bank to help Palestinians in villages targeted for demolition 

NORWEGIAN CHURCH AIDHILDE RØSVIK / CHURCH OF NORWAY

See HELGESEN, page 20

Leif Magne Helgesen leaving after 12 years; leaving a legacy as counselor, ambassador and activist 

FIVE ON FIVE: Remarkable tales from remarkable residents during May
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Northernmost priest going to sea
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Leif Magne Helgesen conducts an outdoor "Climate Mass" during the summer of 2015 with Longyearbyen's coal-fired power plant in the background.

HELGESEN, from page 19

ERIC GUTH
Leif Magne Helgesen, left, emerges from a polar dip at the Hopen Meteorological Station during a Christmas visit in December of 2011. At right, 
Helgesen sings with the Store Norske Men's Chior during its annual concert inside the Taubanesentralen mining facility in 2016.

LINE NAGELL YLVISÅKER

protesters.
“Meeting with Svalbardians of all ages has 

always been inspiring,” he told Svalbardposten, 
which named him their person of the year in 
2015. “We have stood together for both good 
and bad days. It has been demanding and re-
warding.”

“I will bring my experiences from Svalbard 
into what is now becoming a global work. In 
particular, my work with emergency prepared-
ness and crisis work will be important in the 
new job.”

At the global level he’s been highly in-
volved in climate change awareness as an ac-
tivist and author, co-authoring the book “The 
Ice is Melting” and presiding over high-profile 
activities such as a climate mass during the 
months before the UN climate summit in Paris 
in 2015. He’s also attracted considerable atten-
tion – and controversy – with his lengthy visits 
to Palestinian villages in the West Bank to 
protest their destruction by Israeli troops and re-
peated calls for a boycott of all Israeli products.

Helgesen, who was born in Madagaskar, 
was general manager of the Church of Vestfold 

from 1994 to 2000, deputy representative for 
Norwegian Church Aid in the Balkans from 
2000 to 2003, and in 2004 had a leading role in 
Norway’s Passion gathering in Stavanger be-
fore his appointment as priest at Svalbard 
Church in 2006.

In recent years he’s been among the first 
people sought out by visiting journalists and 
others working on various projects, appearing 
in countless TV and movie documentaries, 
news publications and books.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



PARTY GIRL
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

She was just doing what came naturally af-
ter decades: while a roomful of folks who'd just 
eaten a simple meal of traditional Norwegian 
stew, she was clearing dirty dishes from tables 
while the diners socialized over post-dinner 
drinks.

But on this evening Anne Lise Klingseth 
Sandvik was tidying up during an evening that 
was anything but ordinary, as dozens of 
Longyearbyen's most prominant and long-stay-
ing residents gathered into her old workplace at 
Huset for her 70th birthday party on May 20. 

"I enjoy doing this," she said, "I have al-
ways believed that if there is something you 
can do for others than it is worth doing."

A seemingly endless investment of energy 
in community projects spurred by that mentali-
ty resulted in tributes during the party referring 
to her as the "Queen of Svalbard", "a patron 
saint, bigger than Joan of Arc" and "Longyear-
byen's Grand Old Lady" (plus a tongue-in-
cheek title that translates roughly to "grouchy 
old lady"). And, of course, plenty of folks noted 
she's been as giving of her pointed opinions on 
hot topics during her 45 years here.

Still, it was her charitable spirit that pre-
vailed, especially since in lieu of gifts she 
sought donations to the SOS Children's Vil-
lages charity, raising about 30,000 kroner. 

FIVE ON FIVE: Remarkable tales from remarkable residents during May

Anne Lise Klingseth Sandvik 
gives as much – or more – as 
she gets at 70th birthday party
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Anne Lise Klingseth Sandvik is surrounded by friends during a gala celebration of her 70th birthday May 20 at Huset, where she worked for decades.
ALL PHOTOS BY MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Sandvik clears glasses from a lounge at Huset 
while guests at her party dine in the next room.

Sandvik passes out song sheets, reliving her role 
as a server at Huset for many decades.

Sandvik babsits her youngest grandchild (left), gets one of many musicial tribute from friends and family (center), and is among those who baked seven 
cakes and other dessert items for her 70th birthday party. In contrast to the many events she has long-planned, the party was staged on short notice.
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I'm paying you 20 
kroner to read 
this newspaper

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

(perhaps my ego is big, but not that big)

Does this look like a guy with money to burn?
I've done this for nearly eight years as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But the growing size of this fishwrapper (each 

photocopied sheet of paper costs five kroner) and the 
growing readership simply means I'm going bankrupt faster. 

Help me to keep my shabby shirt on my back (you really 
don't want to see me without it) by donating to our tip jar or 
making a one-time donation of any amount at icepeople.net.

And if you're feeling less than charitable, I'm even willing to do honest work:
Incompetent in

"cod Norwegian"

Insanely competent in English

Translation, editing and design of:
Reports, theses, CVs, brochures 

websites, ads and whatever
(Do I really have to put my contact details here again?)

35



SPECIAL EXTRA EDITION INSERT

Editor's note: This semi-satirical "extra" distributed at Anne Lise's 70th birthday party is being republished here 
as a tribute to her extensive financial and other efforts to keep Icepeople alive during times of enormous crisis.
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"The coolest muckrakers covering a total Arctic meltdown"

Snowmobile w/machine gun 
offers ultra polar protection

The Chechen military, which stirred up a 
ruckus a couple of years ago by having mem-
bers of its special forces make a possibly illegal 
(and definitely provocative) stop in Longyear-
byen during Arctic training exercises, has un-
veiled the latest in its rapidly growing Arctic 
combat arsenal: a seriously tough snowmobile 
with double machine gun positions. Little is 
known about the Chaborz M-3, made in the 
Chechen Republic on request of chieftain 
Ramzan Kadyrov. It was tested recently during 
military exercises in Franz Josef Land. Over 
several years, Chechen forces have built up sig-
nificant cold-weather capabilities.  In 2016, a 
group of Chechen special forces headed by Ma-
jor Daniil Martynov held an exercise close to 
the North Pole. The Chechens first flew to 
Svalbard and from the there proceeded to the 
Barneo base and further to the North Pole.

– The Independent Barents Observer

Drones to improve emergency 
response in Svalbard tested

Telenor Svalbard, Andøya Space Center 

and Robot Aviation are joining forces to devel-
op and test Norwegian emergency response un-
manned aerial systems, which will be fitted 
with telecommunications equipment as well as 
photo and video cameras, radar and other sen-
sors. The system is initially intended to be used 
for emergency response in the event of major 
accidents or disasters. The team will then assess 
whether the system is suitable for other purpos-
es, such as inspection work after avalanches, 
animal counting and temporary communica-
tions coverage. Commercial shipping, tourism 
and cruise ship traffic to Svalbard and the sur-
rounding marine areas have all grown dramati-
cally in recent years, and this growth is set to 
continue. "Large geographic distances and ar-
eas without satisfactory coverage for mobile 
communication, VHF or Maritime Broadband 
Radio (MBR) in the area around Svalbard 
could prove to be challenging in the event of 
situations such as accidents or natural 
disasters," said Guttorm Albrigt Hansen, Head 
of Telenor Svalbard.

– High North News

Great climate 'hoax' Is putting 
fish in the wrong places

 There are lots of fish in the wrong places 
these days. This, of course, is connected to the 

effects of the Great Chinese Climate Hoax. 
Suitable environments are moving, and the fish 
are moving with them. The Yale School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies has been 
tracking this phenomenon. Central to it is the 
simple fact that the Arctic is getting warmer 
and the Arctic Ocean is becoming Atlanticized, 
where it is not being Pacificized. "When I came 
to Norway in 1974, the northern border for 
mackerel was western Norway,” said Paul 
Wassmann, a professor of marine ecology at 
the Arctic University of Norway in Tromsø and 
an expert on ice-edge ecosystems. “Now you 
can see (mackerel) in Svalbard fjords." Buoyed 
by Atlantic intrusions, warm water species are 
spreading northeast into the Arctic Ocean, and 
resident cold–adapted species, such as Arctic 
cod, are attempting to retreat further north. In 
the past half-decade, said Wassmann, “There 
has been (Atlantic) cod in fishable amounts 
north of Svalbard, which had not been observed 
before.”

– Esquire

ARISE expedition measures a 
rising change in local seas 

Scientists from the University's School of 
Environmental Sciences hare again deploying 
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MONDAY
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A Chechen military snowmobile equipped with two machine gun mounts is tested by soldiers during training exercises in Franz Josef Land this spring.
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June 5, 2018

SATURDAY



on a research cruise to the Fram Strait region of 
the Arctic Ocean to study the impact of climate 
change on the ecosystem. The cruise is part of 
the £16 million NERC Changing Arctic Ocean 
research program that aims to generate a better 
understanding of the Arctic so models can more 
accurately predict future change to the environ-
ment and the ecosystem  They set sail from Im-
mingham on Royal Research Ship (RRS) James 
Clark Ross heading to the Fram Strait Region 

between Greenland and Svalbard and are 
scheduled to return to Longyearbyen on June 9. 
Liverpool scientists are part of the ARISE 
project (which also includes researchers from 
Edinburgh, Manchester and Norway) that is 
measuring the impact of warming on the Arctic 
food chain. During this cruise, ARISE scientists 
will look at biological markers at the base of 
the food chain and in zooplankton to under-
stand how variable these biological markers are 
compared to what is found in Arctic predators.  

This cruise is one of eight to the Arctic this 
year for the ARISE scientists, with multiple 
cruises providing insight into how variable 
these biological markers are through the sea-
sons and across the Arctic. Also on the cruise 
are researchers with the DIAPOD project who 
will be looking at how zooplankton are coping 
with a warming Arctic Ocean. The expedition 
can be followed on its official blog at 
ariseatsea.wordpress.com.

– Phys.org

But unlike Poseidon, Hurtigruten is not allowed to sail 
directly to Franz Josef Land. The two itineraries for 2019 in-
clude immigration control in Murmansk. Both in and out of 
Russian waters. While Poseidon sails directly from 
Longyearbyen, allowing for 8 days in the waters around 
Franz Josef Land, Hurtigruten can offer only five days at the 
archipelago out of the 15-days voyage.

Is China a polar nation? Despite making no Antarctic 
territorial claims, China became a party to the Antarctic 
Treaty in 1983 and has four scientific research bases on the 
continent. China likewise makes no Arctic territorial claims, 
and yet as the region has gradually become more accessible 
due to climate change, Beijing has begun to express a greater 
interest in it. This includes gaining access to navigation 
routes and high sea fisheries. China’s Arctic objectives and 
goals are now clearly articulated with the release of China’s 
Arctic Policy on 26 January 2018. The Policy recognises the 
territorial sovereignty and jurisdiction of the eight Arctic 
States (Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, 
Sweden and the United States), and also acknowledges the 
rights of Arctic indigenous peoples. The Policy also claims 
that China is a ‘near-Arctic state’ and an ‘important stake-
holder in Arctic affairs’. China backs up these claims by ref-
erencing its role since 1925 in the Svalbard Treaty (formerly 
known as the Spitsbergen Treaty), its Arctic scientific re-
search program and its status since 2013 as an accredited ob-
server to the Arctic Council. new initiative: building Arctic 
shipping routes with other parties to create a ‘Polar Silk 
Road’. This proposal dovetails with China’s Belt and Road 
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

A chart illustrates an Arctic marine ecosytem cycle and how it is being affected by climate change. A series of research cruises is measuring the changes.
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH COUNCIL
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern
The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Would you trade this 
space for a middling 

bottle of wine?
(Or dinner for two, a week's worth of coffee 
or the tip from a guided snowmobile tour?)

A print and website ad in Icepeople 
costs about the same for a couple 
of weeks as a website ad for a day 
at the "other" newspaper.

And if you're worried you aren't 
clever enough to captivate 
customers without drinking the 
wine, we'll help for no extra charge 
(with the design, not the drinking).

For details, contact this dude

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

MARINA VAN DIJK

SOLD AT:  SVALBARD MUSEUM  •  NORTH POLE EXPEDITION MUSEUM  •  FROST SPITSBERGEN

UNIQUE JEWELRY MADE BY THE WORLD'S NORTHERNMOST GOLDSMITH

GOLDSMITH SPITSBERGEN

SVALBARDBUTIKKEN • GALLERI SVALBARD • NY-ÅLESUND

CONTACT:  VANDIJKMARINA@HOTMAIL.COM  •  +47 9527 3161  •           GULLSMED MARINA VAN DIJK

HANDMADE IN THE ARCTIC WITH

www.unis.no

Photo: Nils Pett
er Dale

Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard

• Quality gold, silver and diamonds at very good prices

• Distinctive watches, scarves and leather handbags

• Diverse selection of  Svalbard souvenirs

• Located in Lompensenteret in the center of  town

We look forward to seeing you!

Gems from a small, independent 
jewelry store as unique as Svalbard

+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design
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June 5
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
June 9
8 p.m.: Concert by the Store Norske 
Men's Choir. Taubanesentralen.
June 10
10 a.m.- 5 p.m.: Longyear Day, 
celebrating anniversary of town's 
founding. Free entry to Svalbard 
Museum from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and 
Galleri Svalbard from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Clown performance for children at 1 p.m. 
at Kulturhuset. Historic walking tour of 
Longyearbyen by Peter J. Brugman at 
2:30 p.m. beginning at Skjæringa and 
ending at 4 p.m. at Svalbard Church, 
where Leif Magne Helgesen will offer a 
presentation about the church's history.
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
June 11-12
LongyearbyVERT 2018 conference, 
focusing on aspects of the local service 
industry. Hosted by Visit Svalbard. 
Radisson. 
June 11
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Fruene.
June 13
6 p.m.: Movie: "Adrift," U.S. drama, ages 
9 and up. Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Concert by Tundradundrene at 
SvalSat. Bus departs from 
Svalbardbutikken at 7:30 p.m.
June 14
4:45 p.m.: Youth Committee meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
June 17
5 p.m.: Movie: "Jurassic World: Fallen 
Kingdom," U.S. action/sci-fi, ages 12 and 
up. Kulturhuset. 
7:30 p.m.: Movie: "Vann Over Ild," 
Norwegian western/comedy, ages 12 
and up. Kulturhuset.
June 18
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Fruene.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Norway wealth fund defies Paris treaty
● Finnmark votes down merger w/Troms
● Blame falling rocks for rising seas? 
● Lawless Churchill polar bears go to jail

What's up

June 5, 2018

"This book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
fields of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and flower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

TERJE NERGÅRD NISSEN

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Rewarding rubbish
A truck hauls a trailer loaded with dead Christmas trees and other trash toward Longyearbyen's 
solid waste facility on Tuesday. About 10 trailer loads and four dumpsters of trash were collected.

PAUL ANTONI NILSEN LUTNÆS

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

140 trash cleanup volunteers 
collect tons of old sleds, dead 
Christmas trees and other stuff 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There were things like old kicksleds and 
dozens of wood pallets that show Longyear-
byen is a bit of an odd community. And then 
there were things that were just odd.

About 140 people picked up tons of trash 
ranging from dead Christmas trees to styrofoam 
bits to construction debris during a citywide 
cleanup on Tuesday. Items like the pallets that 
are commonly used for snowmobile parking are 
common signs of the lifestyle in the world's 
northernmost town, but other debris revealed 
lifestyle choices that left some residents cold.

"I'm quite embarrassed about it," wrote 
Ellen Solbakken in a Facebook post after help-
ing clean up her residential complex on Vei 
232. "Outside the walls here we have picked up 
everything from ladies' thongs to used condoms 
to thousands of cigarette butts and dirty diapers.  
sneakers."

Organizers said four full dumpsters and at 
least 10 trailer loads of trash were collected.

MARCOS PORCIRES
Emil Porcires shows off a collection of what look 
like five-kroner coins, but are actually debris from 
fireworks, collected near a hotel during Tuesday's 
community cleanup. His father, Marcos, says 
there are still hundreds of the "coins" remaining.


