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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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HORATIO CHAPPLE

Military medical personnel check the status of "victims" aboard the K/V Svalbard during an 
emergency rescue exercise involving an explosion and fire on the vessel early Tuesday morning.
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

This year's "art of rest" celebration offers 
even more of a chance to relax than usual for 
mellow and optimistic types.

A familiar collection of art exhibits, per-
formances and other activities are scheduled 
during the five-day KunstPause festival begin-
ning Wednesday, but a once-popular "outdoor 

Prime minister, making first visit 
to preview virtual disaster, gets 
earful about real crises as well  

See TAXES, page 3

DISASTER SCENE

Give more, tax less
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

"More money, less taxes" isn't a unique 
thing to request from the government, but 
Longyearbyen officials say the reasons for 
those contrasting pleas to Norwegian Prime 

Minister Erna Solberg certainly are.
Solberg, making her first visit to Svalbard 

this week after being elected the head of the 
new Conservative-led government in 2013, was 
ostensibly here to learn about the area's emer-
gency response capabilities in advance of a 
large-scale disaster exercise.

But there was also an air of urgency in 
many of the briefings she received during her 
tour of Longyearbyen's major organizations and 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Linn Voldstad has no idea when she signed 
up for a two-hour tour aboard a cruise ship 
she'd suffer multiple facial bone and rib frac-
tures, pneumonia, leg spasms and other 
injuries. But after her hosts had the courtesy to 
tell her she'd be lying in a near-death state in 
-20C cold due to an explosion on board, she 
said it sounded like an exciting voyage. 

"I'm looking forward to the makeup," said 
Voldstad, one of about 80 students at The Uni-
versity Center in Svalbard who volunteered to 
be "victims" this week for one of the largest 
emergency rescue exercises ever in the 
archipelago.

Voldstad learned her fate during a briefing 
for students Monday evening at the university, 

Deadly explosion during cruise 
a Svalbard nightmare – which is 
why officials put it to the test 

See LEADERSHIP, page 7
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NORWEGIAN ARMED FORCES

John Bilicz, left, a doctor at Longyearbyen 
Hospital, gives a tour of the facility Monday to 
Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg, right.

No exemptions on new income 
tax policy means coal miners, 
rescue workers may flee island
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

During a week when Svalbard's ability to 
deal with life-threatening emergencies was at 
the forefront of many people's minds, Norway's 
finance minister issued a decision that may sig-
nificantly impair that ability.

Many of Svalbard's search and rescue 
workers, along with those in industries such as 

EUROCOPTER
Many search and rescue personnel are among 
those in Svalbard who will pay about 75 percent 
more income tax as of Jan. 1 due to a new law.
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

While all eyes were on the ship explosion 
near town this week that traumatized the ethe-
real inhabitants (we're assuming they've got a 
commune going with the Doomsday Vault 
zombies), another rescue involving a guy fly-
ing a bit further north in a helicopter, dogs 
infected and dying from some mysterious af-
fliction, the person handling the dogs catch-
ing it, unrest among the handful of others in 
the group, and so on might have deserved a bit 
of notice as well. The fate of this haunting "Ek-
spedisjonen," which in no way resembles a 
campy '80s horror tale at the other end of the 
polar spectrum, is solely in the hands of Moni-
ca Kristensen, who by now maybe should be 
eyed with a bit of suspicion since she's been 
rather prominent in several other nefarious lo-
cal incidents in recent years. In fact, you'll have 
to pay her to get the details about that not-so-
merry group of wanderers and their fate, but 
for some reason if you package it in something 
called a "book" people seem inclined to let you 
get away with it … Since we're now pretty much 
completely in the dark (insert obvious joke about 
our journalism prowess here), it seems the lo-
cals are supposed to be in a murderous and/or 
paranoid mood. At least that's how outsiders 
will apparently see us assuming a new sur-
vival horror TV series based in Longyear-
byen shows up on NRK. A trio of guys spent 
the end of October scouting out the town and 
talking to folks they apparently felt fit the 

theme including the governor, the town priest, 
coal miners and the editor of The Local Paper 
of Reapers. August Falch Sørheim, one of the 
scouts, said the villain of the show, titled "The 
Pyramids" is motivated by supernatural beliefs 
and "that's the horror because he kills random-
ly and the people are getting more and more 
scared as it gets darker" … Any time you can 
link the phrases "Longyearbyen Mayor 
Christin Kristoffersen" and "big swinging 
dick" you gotta go with it. Her appearance as a 
speaker at the Arctic Circle Assembly in Reyk-
javik last weekend was the subject of a long 
feature (in English) in High North News, but 
the paper's truly eye-grabbing headline from 
the meeting is for an article in Norwegian 
where she gets only a passing mention. Still, 
that's good enough for us to provide a link 
(tinyurl.com/kqboze9) and you can probably 
find that "other" article easily enough.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

NORDCIRCUS

RANDALL MUNROE / XKCD.COM

UNIVERSAL PICTURES
"Remember, she's just faking it." If you start 
looking like her afterward it's just the makeup.

"You forgot the sunscreen? Oh, crap." If we 
weren't about to be crisped because volcanos 
just made the ozone vanish we'd totally own the 
polar bears 260 million years from now.

MARK STEVENSON / STOCKTREK IMAGES

This is payback for ignoring us

Some of the 62 ghosts, zombies and other freaks who 
tried to haunt the dreams of an innocent young girl, 

above, prepare to wake her through direct means after 
their hour-long attempt to haunt her dreams fails to be 

sufficiently disturbing to rouse her. However, some 
youths, such as those at right, did probably throw a scare 

into a few of the parents watching the spirits of Sirkus 
Svalnardo on Oct. 31 at Kulturhuset. The Halloween 

haunt brewed up by Nordsirkus instructors is donating the 
money from those who dropped their wallets while fleeing 

in terror to an organization building schools in Nepal.  
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. Variable winds to 29 
km/h. High -7C (-12C wind 
chill), low -8C (-13C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Snow. SE winds to 32 km/h. 
High -8C (-14C wind chill), low 
-11C (-17C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Snow. Variable winds to 61 
km/h. High 0C (-7C wind chill), 
low -5C (-11C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -5C (-11C), -11C (-17C), light 0:00h; Monday, cloudy, -11C (-16C), -12C (-17C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, cloudy, -9C (-15C), -10C (-16C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, -10C (-15C), -11C (-16C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Conservative Party support 
on the rise in Longyearbyen  

A strong increase in support for the Con-
servative Party and a modest increase for the 
Labor Party among Longyearbyen residents is 
coming largely at the expense of the Bipartisan 
Party, according to a poll of 127 people con-
ducted for Svalbardposten. The Conservative 
Party, which received 17.9 percent of the vote 
in the 2011 municipal election, was favored by 
28.8 percent of survey respondents. Labor sup-
port rose from 43.6 percent in the election to 
48.5 percent in the poll, while Bipartisan sup-
port dropped from 21.7 percent in the election 
to 10.6 percent in the poll. The recently estab-
lished local Liberal Party was favored by 7.6 
percent in the survey, while the Konsekvens 
Party, which received 14.9 percent in the elec-
tion, was not represented in the survey. But 
there is considerable room for variances, since 
41 percent of those surveyed said they don't 
have a set political preference. The poll has a 
margin of error of plus or minus eight percent.

Finnmark man gets 26 days 
in prison for taxi disturbance  

A 26-year-old Finnmark man has been 
sentenced to 24 days in prison and a 2,000-
kroner fine for aggressive behavior toward a 
taxi driver that led to verbal and physical as-
saults on police officers. The March 9 incident 
began when the taxi driver reported the intoxi-
cated passenger was being difficult and ag-
gressive. Police responding from the 
governor's office confronted the passenger, 
who verbally assaulted them with racial epi-
thets and threats of shooting one officer, then 
kicked the leg of an officer who tried to arrest 
him. The sentence was handed down Monday 
in Nord-Troms District Court. 

Audit: Reopened Pyramiden 
hotel has fire safety problems  

The recently renovated and reopened 
Hotell Tulipan in Pyramiden needs to make 
numerous fire safety improvements, according 
to a Sept. 23 audit by safety authorities. 
Among the requirements are installing alarm 
bells in all rooms, marking escape routs with 
lights, clearing a blocked exit and repairing 
damaged railing on fire escape stairs.

Friday
Snow. SE winds to 72 km/h. 
High -1C (-10C wind chill), low 
-11C (-17C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

'Commuters' bracing for tax hike

This guy is an Arctic weather expert. Seriously.

NRK
Bjarne Ringstad Olsens, one of nine employees at the Bjørnøya Meteorological Station during the 
past winter, shares his expertise with an NRK TV crew filming a six-part weekly series scheduled 
to begin airing Nov. 11. The series follows the lives of the station's employees during a six-month 
stint on the island that began last December. The TV crew made four visits to the station, living 
with the workers and participating in their activities for staying for up to a month at a time. 

coal mining and construction, will be required 
to pay Norway's standard 28 percents income 
tax rate instead of Svalbard's 16.2 percent fol-
lowing a decision this week by Finance Minis-
ter Siv Jensen. The decision, first reported by 
Svalbardposten, primarily affects "commuter" 
workers, who typically work 14-day continu-
ous shifts followed by 14 days off when they 
return to their hometowns on the mainland.

The change takes effect Jan. 1.
Parliament decided in 2010 to eventually 

require workers be full-time residents in Sval-
bard to be eligible for the lower tax rate, argu-
ing that better suits for the government's offi-
cial goal of developing Longyearbyen as a 
family community rather than a mining town. 

A letter seeking an exemption from the 
policy was sent to Jensen by Lufttransport and 
LT Tech, who provide emergency rescue ser-
vices in Svalbard, stating they may lose em-
ployees and find it difficult to hire skilled new 
ones. But Jensen, in her decision, rejected the 
request, which also argued the law limits the 
hours rescue workers can work between shifts. 

"There should not be added a special solu-
tion for personnel working in shifts in Svalbard 
for search and rescue," she wrote. "It would 

entail discrimination between different groups, 
which in my opinion there is no basis for."

Several of Svalbard's major employers, in-
cluding Store Norske and LNS Spitsbergen, 
voiced similar concerns about losing workers 
and asserted Longyearbyen is already attract-
ing more families, but Statistics Norway, in a 
report released this week, states the demo-
graphics remain far from the mainland norm.

"Longyearbyen is still a male-dominated 
society," the report states. "Nearly six out of 
ten adult residents are men, a share that has 
been relatively stable in recent years."

The report also notes 52 percent of Sval-
bard's households are single-person, compared 
to 39.7 percent on the mainland, while larger 
households are roughly one-third smaller in 
Svalbard than the rest of the country.

Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristof-
fersen said she understands the rationale for 
the new policy and is willing to see if it 
achieves its goal. But she said the real-world 
impact needs to be carefully monitored.

"If we see this has consequences no one 
has thought about it will be my job to work to 
change it back," she said.

TAXES, from page 1
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Nearly a decade of dino digs are 
over, but researchers find life 
anew in basement laboratory

PREPAREDNESS, from page 1

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

'There 
will be an 
accident'

See PREPAREDNESS, page 5

Volunteer "victims" of the emergency exercise pick out bibs with their assigned numbers, which 
specify the extent of their injuries, during a briefing Monday at The University Centre in Svalbard.

where they were also warned they could be wait-
ing for hours in the cold to be rescued starting at 
an unknown time Tuesday morning. But she said 
she had no problem being one of the most trauma-
tized – and presumably immobile – of the victims.

"I think it's a bit more fun," she said. "It 
makes it more real."

Amalie Ryde Thorling, another patient as-
signed to life-threatened injuries such as massive 
internal bleeding in the lung area, said the cold 
was her biggest worry. But being involved in such 
rescues isn't a new or daunting experience for her. 

"I went to this university to get out," she said. 
"Also, I've been in the defense force in Denmark 
so I've been on the other side of rescuing people."

Hundreds of participants with more than 20 
agencies including The Governor of Svalbard, 
Longyearbyen Red Cross, hospitals in Longyear-
byen and Tromsø, Norwegian Armed Forces and 
Swedish Health Directorate were part of the two-
day exercise. In addition to the rescue itself, an 
entire virtual community of relatives seeking their 
loved ones, national and foreign media organiza-
tions, and government briefings was created – and 
often intentionally exhibited the flaws and errors 
likely to occur in the chaos of a real disaster.

Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg and 
other top officials visited Svalbard on Sunday and 
Monday to get a preview of the drill from partici-
pating agencies. Minister of Justice and Public Se-
curity Anders Anundsen told Svalbardposten an 
exercise on such a large scale is essential to reveal 
weak points in the remote and harsh area.

 I will be very disappointed if there are few 
areas for improvement," he said. "I hope that 
mostly of the operation is as good as the advice is, 
but at the same time I am very keen that we 
should learn from the situations that come up."

Despite a lengthy planning process, the details 
of the scenario were known to only a few people, 
Anunden not among them. The UNIS volunteers, 
who began signing up months ago with little more 
than the knowledge they'd likely be forced to re-
main still outside for a long time, got the first real 
idea of what they were in for during Monday's 
briefing.

"We had many, many mainland applications," 
said Fred Skancke Hansen, the university's health 
and safety director. But the only volunteers living 
here were selected because "we want to have peo-
ple who understand what it's like to be outside in 
Svalbard in November."

The scenario, the students learned, would be-
gin at about 10 p.m. when they departed aboard 
the Norwegian Coast Guard's K/V Svalbard ice-
breaker, which would be posing as the M/S Aman-
da cruise ship. The ship would approach a scatter-
ing of cabins across the channel at Brucebyen and 
"tomorrow morning there will be an accident."

Participants in the emergency exercise crowd into the hanger of the K/V Svalbard during the 
voyage to the "accident" site at Brucebyen aboard the Norwegian Coast Guard's vessel.

A rescue helicopter hovers above the K/V Svalbard early Tuesday morning after an "explosion" on 
the vessel, which was posing as the M/S Amanda cruise ship for the purposes of the exercise.

HÅKON KJØLLMOEN / WWW.KJOLLMOEN.COM

HÅKON KJØLLMOEN / WWW.KJOLLMOEN.COM
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PREPAREDNESS, from page 4
Help would be requested from local officials, 

as well the Norwegian military and Swedish 
health officials, but the latter two in particular 
would take considerable time to arrive.

"Safety is each of your responsibility," was 
one of Hansen's first pronouncements, which 
would be echoed repeatedly by other briefers. 
"We will halt if an unsafe condition is reported 
and fix it or skip that activity."

Volunteers needed to act convincingly cold 
and hurt – much as it might stress their rescuers – 
but also needed to know how to request help for 
real.

"'No play' is the magic word that will turn all 
of the resources on you," Hansen said.

The university provided cold-weather cloth-
ing for volunteers lacking it or feeling like their 
own gear wasn't sufficient. But Hansen said the 
line between fantasy and reality needed to be 
clearly defined there as well.

"If a very eager worker wants to cut off your 
Gore-Tex pants you need to let them know that 
isn't happening," he said.

No such preview was given to participants in 
many other organizations. The Longyearbyen Red 
Cross, in a message on its website to its rescuers 
before the exercise, simply let them know they 
would be responding sometime Tuesday – and 
they should go about their normal routines until 
then.

"When the alarm sounds you will meet at the 
depot as if it had been an unannounced 'real case,' 
with the same equipment and the same sense of 
'not knowing what has happened,'" the notice stat-
ed. "It is not intended that you sit at home and 
wait until the alarm goes to be as quick as possi-
ble. Be realistic in order to see how long it takes 
before people show up."

While normal activities like sleeping and 
stayed focused at work might pose a challenge 
knowing disaster is inevitable, those planning the 
exercise didn't make the rescuers wait long for it.

"The Governor of Svalbard has initiated a 
rescue after notification of a fire on a boat on 
Svalbard," an alert posted on the the governor's 
"official" website (ovelsesvalbard.wordpress.com) 
declared shortly after the "incident" at 5:15 a.m. 
The two-sentence alert offered a hint of the exten-
sive virtual web presence to come by stating "me-
dia inquiries should be to the Joint Rescue Coor-
dination Centres: 75 55 93 40."

The phone number was for the agency's real-
life press office, and the governor and other offi-
cials participated in numerous press conferences 
during the two-day event, but the "real" details of 
the accident were disseminated only to those pos-
ing as journalists for the purpose of the exercise. 
The resulting "news" reports were published in a 
separate section on the website, as were Facebook 

A rescue helicopter lands at the "accident" site in Brucebyen to bring more victims to 
Longyearbyen about three-and-a-half hours after the first helicopter arrived.

JAN SILVERT HAUGLID / UNIS

Rescuers carry a victim brought to Svalbard Airport from Brucebyen to a military plane destined 
for Tromsø, where some of the patients were treated at a hospital Tuesday and Wednesday.

"Victims" receive emergency treatment in the trauma center at Svalbard Airport before being 
transported to hospitals in Longyearbyen and Tromsø, depending on the extent of their injuries.

EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS

EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS

See PREPAREDNESS, page 6

...and the 
result will 
be chaos
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Ambulance drivers, top left, make one of many trips to Longyearbyen Hospital as medical staff discuss the incoming patients during the emergency 
exercise Tuesday morning. At bottom left, two volunteers posing as injured patients prepare to be flown to Tromsø for treatment. At right, members of a 
crisis management team arrive at Svalbardhallen, where "survivors" are being housed and identified so relatives can be updated about their status.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLEEVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS

SYSSELMANNENSYSSELMANNENHELSE NORD
A fake news release at Helse Nord's real website, left, a fake web survey about Arctic oil spills on a blog, center, and tweets on a mock Twitter account 
were part of an extensive virtual media presence created for the emergency exercise. Most of the material is now offline, but available via web caches.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Rescuers cope with polar bears, Twitter trolls
PREPAREDNESS, from page 5
and Twitter posts that did a credible job of 
replicating the drama and idiocy of their real 
life counterparts.

"We are on #MSAmanda there was a loud 
bang + fire," a passenger tweeted using a 
phone. "Both OK but very scared. Ship tilting. 
SOS please send help." 

"sh1t man seen that arctic boat going 
down in Norway," the following tweet de-
clared. "That is sick but why would anybody 
go der anyway. Lolz. Idiots."

The "official" statements contained plenty 
of their own errors, contradictions and omis-
sions.

"The governor does not know how many 
passengers are affected by ship accident in 
Billefjorden," an early notice from the gover-
nor's office stated. "We do not know if all are 
taken out of the water, or if there are still some 
people in the boat."

Rescuers learned there were 84 "passen-
gers" on the ship, nine of whom had been 
killed (deceased victims needing to be brought 
out of the water were played by life-sized 
dolls). Most of the "survivors" had been 

brought ashore in lifeboats and were in the 
cabins, where they'd been in real-life since 
about 1 a.m. waiting for the alarm to sound. 
But that was only the beginning of the chaos.

"The Swedish Health Directorate confirms 
that they have been requested to provide assis-
tance in evacuating patients from Svalbard to 
the University Hospital in Tromsø," an early 
"news" article noted. "The chief county medi-
cal officer in Troms denies that this demon-
strates that the Norwegian response is not good 
enough."

A short time later, however, another news 
post stated "the chief county medical officer in 
Troms confirms that there are not enough 
health professionals to deal with a major acci-
dent on Svalbard."

Meanwhile, in the "real" world, the havoc 
was both much more chilling and sweat-induc-
ing. The two helicopters immediately available 
from the governor's office shuttled continuous-
ly between the accident scene and Svalbard 
Airport, where a real-world emergency trauma 
center was operating at full speed for the first 
time.

Also, this being Svalbard, there was more 

than the cold and injuries to worry about. Mili-
tary rescuers who were among the first respon-
ders used infrared cameras to watch for polar 
bears in the dark to assist a handful of UNIS 
volunteers serving as bear guards.

"It think people acted quite well and took 
it quite seriously," said Sandra Hedal, a UNIS 
student who played an uninjured passenger. "It 
was quite chaotic." 

Ambulances raced continuously between 
the center and Longyearbyen Hospital where, 
as with many parts of the exercise, a strange 
mix of mayhem and surreal calm prevailed. 

"Did the fire get into your mouth? Did you 
feel that?" a doctor asked a young woman pos-
ing as one of the most seriously injured pa-
tients. But in the next sentence he reassured 
her that, unlike real life, he wouldn't be cutting 
off all of her clothes.

John Bilicz, the hospital's chief medical 
officer, said the exercise revealed the equip-
ment at the trauma center in the airport's hang-
er needs to be better organized to quickly deal 
with a large number of victims. Combined with 
the overloaded hospital, the outcome likely 

See PREPAREDNESS, page 8
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

LEADERSHIP, from page 1
Solberg, mum about local crisis, faces one of her own 

Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg, above at 
center, takes in the view from the bridge of the 

Polarsyssel during a voyage aboard The Governor 
of Svalbard's new service vessel Monday. At right, 

Longyearbyen City Manager Lars Ole Saugnes 
briefs Solberg about the city's emergency response 
capabilities, including a new fire truck lift capable of 
reaching the top of all buildings, during a tour of the 

fire station Sunday.   

Solberg and other central government officials get a briefing about Svalbard's search and rescue operations, which were bolstered this year with a new 
Super Puma helicopter and the Polarsyssel service vessel, from Gov. Odd Olsen Ingerø shortly after arriving for her two-day visit Sunday. At right, Heidi 
Sevestre, a PhD candidate at The University Centre in Svalbard, briefs the prime minister about how local glaciers serve as climate indicators.

EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNISMARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

COURTESY OF ERNA SOLBERG

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

facilities, due largely to Store Norske's an-
nouncement last week it is suffering a financial 
crisis that threaten the short- and long-term op-
erations of the company that is the city's pri-
mary economic engine.

Store Norske reported this week it suffered 
a loss of 225.1 million kroner during the first 
nine months of 2014, which is 172.7 million 
worse than last year at this time, according to 
Svalbardposten. The company may lose a 
record $400 million by the end of the year.

Store Norske's board of directors said it 
plans to seek assistance from the central gov-
ernment, which owns 99.9 percent of the com-
pany, to help cope with the crisis resulting pri-
marily from a significant drop in coal prices 
expected to last for the foreseeable future.

Solberg, in an interview, was noncommit-
tal when asked if her visit is likely to influence 
her support for the company's request. 

"As the owner we will have a careful look 
at the situation," she said. "I understand at this 
point how people are concerned, but we can't 
say anything about what the government's re-
sponse will be until we have finished our eval-
uation."

Solberg said it is encouraging the compa-

ny is proposing to diversity its business activi-
ties. During her visit, city leaders briefed her 
about plans to establish an Arctic mining re-
search and testing program for other entities on 
the mainland and elsewhere, arguing the com-
pany is a global leader in such areas. They also 
argued the company is already a key player in 
other local economic activities including re-
search and tourism.

Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristof-
fersen, a Labor Party member, said she thinks 
the prime minister's visit was helpful even if 
there were no commitments.

"I think what she didn't know and many 
don't know is the complexity of the situation," 
she said.

Concern has been voiced by some national 
politicians and observers about providing addi-
tional support for an industry that has long 
been controversial in Svalbard and facing a 
long-term struggle to operate profitably. But 
Kristoffersen said the request is about more 
than just throwing more money at the problem. 

"Just closing the door is also like closing 
the door on opportunities we have," she said. 
"At least look at it as an opportunity for future 
development."

Store Norske, along with several other ma-

jor businesses, also asked Solberg's govern-
ment to be exempt from a new policy effective 
Jan. 1 that generally forces workers who don't 
live full-time in Svalbard to pay the mainland 
income tax rate of 28 percent rather than Sval-
bard's 16.2 percent. But Finance Minister Siv 
Jensen issued a ruling this week rejecting ex-
emptions.  

The timing for requesting help is less than 
ideal since Solberg and her four-party ruling 
coalition are receiving heavy criticism nation-
wide after presenting next year's proposed bud-
get, the first crafted by the coalition. Among 
the chief criticisms are it taps a record amount 
from Norway's oil wealth fund and contains 
tax cuts seen as primarily befitting the wealthy.

 While politicians and observers expect 
negotiations with opposing parties to be turbu-
lent, especially due to a recent plummeting oil 
prices, some are speculating the situation could 
escalate into a full-blown crisis of its own.  

"After another dive in public opinion 
polls, some commentators have claimed she 
and her minority cabinet may have to offer to 
resign if the negotiations don’t succeed," an ar-
ticle in Views and News from Norway stated. 
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Nov. 4-6
Multi-agency catastrophe exercise in 
designated areas of Longyearbyen. 
Details at lrkh.no/index.php?id=398.

Nov. 5-9
Kunstpause, featuring art, music, film 
and other events. See schedule, this 
page. More details at kunstpause.no.

Nov. 5
6 p.m.: Movie: "Fury," U.S. action/
drama, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.

Nov. 9
7 p.m.: Movie: "Still Life," British drama, 
all ages. Kulturhuset.

Nov. 10
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Barentz Pub.
Nov. 11
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.

7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.

Nov. 12
6 p.m.: Movie: "Mot Naturen," 
Norwegian drama/comedy, ages 11 and 
up. Kulturhuset.

Nov. 15
3 p.m.: Theater performance: 
"Graceland," focusing on issues related 
to young asylum seekers in Norway. For 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset Cafe.

Nov. 16
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Das Pferd Auf Dem 
Balkon," Austrian children's/family film, 
no age limit specified. Kulturhuset.

7 p.m.: Movie: Dumb And Dumber 2," 
U.S. comedy, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.

Nov. 17
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Barentz Pub.
Nov. 18
3 p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting, Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.

What's up

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● New IPCC report offers worst news yet 
● Russia plays Barents nuclear war games
● New Hurtigruten owner eyes Russia trips
● Robot in disguise spies on penguins

'More casualties in a real situation'

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Why so many Thais? Don't pry – just ally

 Youths from Longyearbyen's Thai 
community, above, perform a dance 

from their homeland during the 
annual Loi Krathong celebration at 
The University Centre in Svalbard. 

At right, hundreds of local residents 
line up for the buffet prepared by 

Thai residents who host the event, 
which traditionally involves floating 

decorated baskets on a river during 
the last full moon of the Thai lunar 

calendar. Photos by Mark 
Sabbatini / Icepeople.

PREPAREDNESS, from page 6

HÅKON KJØLLMOEN / WWW.KJOLLMOEN.COM
Lookouts watch for polar bears in the dark using  
an infrared camera during the emergency 
rescue exercise at Brucebyen.

would have been more tragic in real life.
"I think there would have been more casu-

alties in a real situation," he said.
Uninjured victims and those not requiring 

hospitalization were brought to an "evacuation 
and family center" at Svalbardhallen staffed by 
by city officials and others who would be part 
of a crisis management team during a real dis-
aster. 

"Many people are tired and weary and 
want to sleep," said Einar Buø, the center's 
leader, in an interview with one of the virtual 
newspapers. "We are giving them dry clothes, 
a bed to sleep in, warmth and food. Many also 
want to have someone to talk to."

The crisis team also scrambled to identify 
the passengers, constantly posting and updat-
ing lists of their names and status for the sake 
of virtual relatives who deluged the center with 
frantic non-stop phone calls.

But even after all the victims were "safe," 
the turmoil continued. Subsequent news re-
ports stated oil leakage had been spotted 
around the cruise ship and there were questions 
about the fate of the ship itself.

"The governor has sent all rescuers back to 
Longyearbyen, and has not stationed guards at 
the casualty site," one of the news posts de-
clared. "In other words, the ship being left 
unattended in Billefjorden overnight."

That led to a somewhat defense response 
from an unnamed lieutenant governor.

"We do not have the capacity to put guards 
out in Billefjorden at night." he was quoted as 

saying. "The last message I got was that the 
ship still above water" and would still be there 
in the morning.

A pause in the exercise was ordered at 
about 10 p.m. Tuesday. Some of victims who 
volunteered for two days were flown to a hos-
pital in Tromsø by air ambulance or on com-
mercial flights, where they received further 
treatment along with the promise they'd be re-
turned by ship to Longyearbyen after the exer-
cise concluded Wednesday night.

In a final "news" post 18 days after the ac-
cident, Svein Ragnar Steinert, the supposedly 
contradictory chief county medical officer in 
Troms, said "I have the distinct impression that 
everyone involved has done a very good job." 
But, in a final dig, the newspaper also stated 
"he would not elaborate on what could be done 
better the first time after the accident."


