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Odd Olsen Ingerø to head office 
after four-year absence; other 
new senior officials also coming

Briefly

Svalbard issues, ice sculpture 
get some notice at climate 
summit

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Sporløst Gikk Tiden" by Liv Mari Schei 

free at www.icepeople.net.
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Hunger gets them to take 

greater risks than they normally 

would.

- Jan Aars,

Norwegian Polar Institute

Hauntingly familiar: Watch a two-minute 

excerpt of the Svalbard portion of 

"Climate of Change" and other previews 

from the film free at www.icepeople.net.

Russians bring their song and 
dance act to town as longtime 
local diva heads for Tromsø 

Art, mining icons 

return: Exhibition 

and reunion this 

week. Page 4.

See SURVEY, page 3

Knut Reiersrud, seen here at the recent Punkt 

Festival, performs Friday and Saturday in Svalbard.

See BLUES, page 4

New events, record number of 
musicians bring glow to onset of 
polar night at Dark Season Blues

A cartoon by Leonid Tishkov, an 

artist on the Cape Farewell cruise.

HELSINKI — The Northern Lights 
have petered out during the second half 
of this decade, becoming rarer than at 
any other time in more than a century, 

Make that extra dark

Web extra: Download the MP3 "Magic 

Wand" from the CD Snøstjerna free at 

www.icepeople.net.

Beer here? Maybe, if law chills
Two applicants seeking to start 
breweries in Svalbard, hope ban 
on alcohol production set aside

New contract for Store Norske 
employees reached hours before 
deadline; vote by miners awaits

A strike by Store Norske miners was avoided 
hours before its scheduled start when a labor 
agreement was reached in Oslo shortly after the 
stated negotiation deadline of midnight Friday, 
according to representatives of both sides.

More than 14 hours of mediation talks result-
ed in a wage-increase limit of 3.9 percent, or an 
average of about 12 kroner an hour. The terms 
must still be approved by a vote of the 321 em-
ployees by the end of November.

"This is a result we are very pleased with 
compared with other settlements reached this 
year," said Thorbjørn Jungård, chief negotiator 
for the employees, in an interview with NTB.

Employees were set to walk off the job at 6 
a.m. Friday if negotiations failed.

The mediator, according to Frifagbevegelse, 
noted Store Norske is going through a period of 
change and "there were great expectations that 
the employees would get paid for this transition." 
The settlement was comparatively favorable to 
employees, but since "they had taken the greatest 
burden of restructuring, they expected more."

Store Norske is cutting costs, and reducing 
both its short- and long-term workforce as it 
copes with a coal market that collapsed last year 
and an inevitable decline in Svalbard production 
as existing mines are tapped out.

See BEER, page 4

science

Late deal 
prevents 
walkout

Stop-partying-and-catch-up 

on
issue

Too many festivals and artistic happenings means we've neglected 

our studies. Time for a roundup of the coolest research these days.

Since in Svalbard it's always a certainty you 
can get a beer that is cold, why let a little thing 
like the law stop you from making it?

Two companies are applying to start brew-
eries despite a provision in the Svalbard Act of 
1925 banning the production of alcohol. But 
Norway's Ministry of Health and Care Services 
"has not rejected the applications," according 
to a report by ABC News.

"I realize that you made a law against alco-
hol production in Svalbard - then it was com-

pletely a male society," said Robert Johansen, 
who hopes to start Svalbard Bryggeri in 
Longyearbyen, in an interview with the station. 
"However, other laws have been changed as 
the makeup of the community here has also 
changed."

Johansen's is seeking to produce 100,000 
liters of beer annually. In addition, the state-
owned Russian company Arcticugol wants to 
establish a brewery in Barentsburg capable of 
of producing 50,000 liters annually.

The world's northernmost brewery now is 
Mack Brewery in Tromsø. If both Svalbard 
breweries are approved the title would remain 

Brits chill at 

summer school. 

Page 3

Hunting avalanches – and hoping others 

don't fall prey to them. Page 3

Free UNIS class offers new look at 

prehistoric fossils of Svalbard. Page 4
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
availably locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff

Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy

When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 

Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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UNIS students drill the permafrost in Greenland 
as part of a project examining nitrous oxide 
emissions in the Arctic. Photo by Bo Elberling.

Heat from food grinders 

concerns city officials
New food waste grinders, already under 

fire for multiple problems since their installa-
tion, are now literally a heated concern.

Several incidents of the devices overheat-
ing, including three where smoke resulted, has 
Longyearbyen officials discouraging their use 
until more is known about the situation, ac-
cording to a statement issued this week by the 
city. The city has requested an investigation 
from the Norwegian Civil Protection and 
Emergency Planning, and expects a response 
within the next week.

The city mandated food grinders be in-
stalled in all homes this summer, but the quali-
ty of the first units from the selected vendor 
were questioned as they resulted in numerous 
clogs and other problems. Further installations 
are on hold indefinitely.

City awards 2.6 million 

kroner in culture grants
A motorsport club, music festivals and 

youth camps are among the 32 recipients shar-
ing 2.6 million kroner in this year's annual cul-
tural grants from the city of Longyearbyen.

Longyearbyen Motorsport Club received 
300,000 kroner to help construct a permanent 
lighted facility. Svalbard Turn received the 
largest grant at 560,000 kroner, which will 
fund a wide variety of sports activities and op-
eration of Svalbardhallen. A 540,000-kroner 

grant was approved for Longyearbyen's Board 
of Cultural and Recreational Enterprises, to be 
used for activities such as Camp Svalbard, 
Kunstpause, and Svalnardo.

The grants are funded by surplus revenue 
from retail alcohol sales. This year's applicants 
sought more than six million kroner in grants.

Icepeople received 40,000 of a requested 
50,000 kroner for printing, Web hosting and re-
lated publishing expenses. The weekly publica-
tion is distributed free, does not actively seek 
advertising, and its staff and contributors are 
not paid.

Thais host Loi Krathong 

festival Saturday at UNIS
A feast and festival celebrating the Thai 

holiday of Loi Krathong is is scheduled from 7 
to 11 p.m. Saturday at The University Center in 
Svalbard.

The holiday, during the full moon of the 
12th month in the traditional Thai lunar calen-
dar, is a "festival of lights" celebrated in Thai-
land and Laos, with hundreds of thousands of 
decorated krathong (traditional banana leaf 
floats) set adrift in rivers and waterways. In 
Svalbard, Thais are the largest non-Norwegian 
group of residents among the more than 30 na-
tionalities living here.

Tickets, 200 kroner for adults and 150 kro-
ner for youths, are available by calling 9670 
6905 or 4827 6209. Proceeds will go to the an-
nual NRK telethon fundraiser for refugees dis-
placed in war-torn countries.

Two new geology maps are now part of an interactive online collection from the Norwegian Polar 
Institute allowing Svalbard to be charted using a wide variety of magnifications and feature 
highlights. The collection, launched earlier this year, also allows searches, text and drawing 
markups, and printouts of specific segments. The new areas are Åsgardfonna and Gustav Adolf 
Land. The collection is at http://kart.npolar.no/website/barentsgeo/start.htm.

Norway is still feeling a pinch, but Svalbard will nonetheless see an increase in next year's 
budget as research, emergency response and environmental protection remain priorities in the 
High North.

An overall increase of about 7 percent is in the Norwegian government's budget for Sval-
bard in 2011, with the 266.7 million kroner allocation an increase of 18.1 million from this 
year. The government, unveiling its budget today, is projecting a national deficit of 135 billion 
kroner, not including oil and gas proceeds, and is seeking to trim expenses as the country tries 
to recover from the effects of the global recession.

The government is planning to allocate about 1.2 billion kroner to High North regions in 
2011, a 180,000 kroner increase from this year.

"Never before have there been any similar focus and funds invested in the High North," 
said Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg in a prepared statement.

Budget items include a better surveillance system at sea for the Barents Sea region, 
strengthening marine bioprospecting research, weather radar for eastern Finnmark, more funds 
for polar research and boosting tourism marketing campaigns.

"We will focus even more on developing the prospects of this region, with its unique na-
ture, diversity and magnitude of resources and possibilities connected to the proximity to our 
northern neighboring Russia," said Magnhild Meltveit Kleppa, Norway's minister of local gov-
ernment and regional development. "To secure a good settlement policy and increased growth 
in the north, a well-developed infrastructure is important. Therefore the government will com-
plete the extensive infrastructure goals for the High North which have been notified in the Na-
tional Transport Plan."

Highlights in Svalbard's budget include:
• 97.2 million kroner for The University Centre in Svalbard, including an increase of 4.8 

million to allow for 20 new students and to continue a study of new coal possibilities for the 
area started in 2009.

• Continuing a 10 million kroner increase in the Svalbard governor's budget approved this 
year to strengthen law enforcement and emergency response, as well as renovating building fa-
cilities.

"The increase means that the governor can still perform current responsibilities in a proper 
and efficient manner," the published budget notes. "This strengthening will be continued in 
2011 and will contribute to ensure a high level of preparedness in the archipelago."

• Continuing a 2.1 million kroner allocation for Svalbard Tourism as part of an national 
marketing budget of 252 million kroner, which officials said is a 150 percent increase since the 
coalition government took office in 2005.  

• An increase of 435.000 kroner in the grant for Svalbard Museum.

 The Government proposes an increase of 4.8 million to establish 20 new places and the 
expansion of new coal for the study granted in 2009 at the University Centre of Svalbard AS 
(UNIS). Total proposed an allocation of 97.2 million kroner to the center.

As a follow-up of the International Polar Year (IPY), the Government proposes that at least 
45 million be used for a new program for polar research. The initiative is also part of the imple-
mentation of the Svalbard report, Climate Agreement and the Northern Strategy. It is expected 
that the new program will provide valuable knowledge about climate change and environmen-
tal challenges. This knowledge is necessary to warn climate change in the future, preserve the 
environment locally and regionally and implement effective measures nationally and interna-
tionally. Research on Svalbard will have particular emphasis in the new polar research ¬ pro-
gram. 5 million of these funds are earmarked for information activities and academic and prac-
tical research co-ordination under the auspices of the Svalbard Science Forum. Within the 
funds will also be a special one-year grant of 3 million to the University of Tromsø and Univer-
sity Centre in Svalbard, to develop a climate ecological observation system for arctic tundra 
ecosystems (KOAT).

The grant for the Svalbard Museum proposed increase in excess of 0.4 MNOK.
The grant to the Svalbard Tourism continued with 2.1 million in 2011.
Svalbard budget was increased by 10 million in 2010, partly to strengthen law enforcement 

and emergency response efforts and to highlight the Governor's role as the government's top 
representative in the archipelago. The funds the Government proposes to continue in 2011. This 
also means that efforts to rehabilitate the Governor's official residence continues.

The Government proposes to strengthen measures in the northern areas by 10 million, in-
cluding the strengthening of environmental protection work in Svalbard, the necessary modern-
ization of the radio telescope in Ny-Ålesund and the development and establishment of a joint 
Norwegian-Russian comprehensive environmental monitoring system for the Barents Sea.

Ten million to the opening process of Jan Mayen
The Government proposes ten million kroner to the environmental assessment in connec-

tion with the opening process for petroleum activities have been initiated in the waters around 
Jan Mayen. - We are in the process of opening process in the waters around Jan Mayen. For fu-

RESCUE, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Even more exploring without leaving home



Brits' studies roam far and wide

Terms of contract for cafe in 
cultural center questioned 

The contract for the cafe in Longyear-
byen's new cultural center is being reviewed 
at the request of a city board member who 
said the terms are "very poor. The city risks 
losing 3.5 million kroner over 10 years." Jon 
Sandmo, leader of the Svalbardlista party, is 
questioning why the agreement with the 
Radisson Blu Polar Hotel was reached without 
approval from local board politicians and its 
value is not in line with the cafeteria's opera-
tions. Lt. Rune Fred Jensen of the Svalbard 
governor's office said they have received the 
request and will assess if it merits an investi-
gation for impropriety. Einar Buø, the city's 
culture and leisure director, and Roger Zahl 
Ødegård, the department's consultant, said 
they had not heard about the complaint and 
declined to comment.

Moving skateboard ramp to 
central square sought by city

Longyearbyen's skateboard ramp will be 
moved to the central square to free up parking 
space in front of the city's new cultural center 
before it opens Dec. 2 if a proposal by the lo-
cal government board is approved. "The ramp 
is still in the center, so everyone's happy," said 
Einar Buø, head of culture and leisure activi-
ties for the city. "And we think there's a little 
bit of security that no ramp is standing in a 
parking lot." Notifications of the proposal 
have been sent to adjacent businesses, with 
action likely next week. Svalbardbutikken Ad-
ministrative Director Morten Helliksen re-
sponded he opposed the proposal, but did not 
specify why. A previous proposal to relocate 
the ramp next to the ice rink near Longyear-
byen School was unpopular with youths.

Coal rebounds past $100/ton
Coal prices just surpassed $100 (U.S.) a 

ton, nearly double a low of $54 last year, but 
are still less than half of the peak of $219 
reached in 2008, according to Nils Tokheim, 
marketing director for Store Norske. The 
company plans to ship nearly 2 million tons of 
coal from Svalbard this year, mostly from 
Svea for power stations. Coal from Mine 7 
will be exported for metals industry use.

, but Tokheim said Svea 
lacks sufficient treatment facil-
ities to clean the coal for such 
purposes. He said a much larg-
er plant will be installed during 
the winter and be operational 
by next June.switch back to the 
main generator.

and 14/14 schedules, but 
the company is seeking fewer 
extended shifts because such 
workers frequently commute 
from the mainland. Adminis-
trative Director Bjørn Arnestad 
said the company is trying to 
"maintain development of 
Longyearbyen as a family 
c o m m u n i t y. " B u t u n i o n 
leaders, in a letter to Store 
Norske's board of directors, 
state "it is likely the turmoil 
has already led to qualified 
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. E winds at 18 

km/h. High -11C (-19C wind 

chill), low -13C (-21C wind 

chill).

Sunrise: 0:00  Sunset 0:00

Thursday

Partly cloudy. E winds at 5 

km/h. High -16C (-20C wind 

chill), low -21C (-25C wind 

chill).

Sunrise: 0:00  Sunset 0:00

Friday

Partly cloudy. NE winds at 7 

km/h. High -18C (-23C wind 

chill), low -20C (-26C wind 

chill).

Sunrise: 0:00  Sunset 0:00

Saturday

Partly cloudy. NE winds at 7 

km/h. High -20C (-26C wind 

chill), low -21C (-27C wind 

chill).

Sunrise: 0:00  Sunset 0:00

Extended forecast: Sunday, partly cloudy, -21C (-27C), -21C (-27C), light 0:00h; Monday, cloudy, -21C (-27C), -22C (-28C), light 

0:00h; Tuesday, cloudy, -21C (-27C), -21C (-27C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, -21C (-27C), -22C (-27C), light 0:00h.
Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

“

”

That Russia does 

not fully share the 

Norwegian view of 

how the resources 

in the fish river 

zone around 

Svalbard are to be 

exercised has not 

led to a general 

increase in tension 

in the area.

- Grete Faremo,

defense minister

Travelers can't play golf be-
tween the runways and there's 
no danger of high tide washing 
planes off a sand runway into 
the sea. But it seems flying into 
Svalbard is just as weird.

Svalbard Airport is one of 
"The World's 18 Strangest Air-
ports," according to the current 
issue of Popular Mechanics. 
While other airports on the list 
are distinct for runways on steep 
slopes in the Alps and intersect-
ing with major city streets, Sval-
bard's is notorious for its north-
ern latitude and shifting soil.

"I never thought it was very 
strange," said Ole Rambech, the 
airport's manager. "This is a 
standard airport built to interna-
tional standards." 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Being where cell phones work 
should make things smoother this 
year. So will being near the fire de-
partment.

Concerts are closer to civiliza-
tion for the second annual Spits-
bergen Rock festival, but additions 
such as a rock cruise, tattoo artist 
and fire-breathing band will seek 
to shake things up with a different 
kind of wild. The festival features 
several pub performances May 27 
and 28, and a concert marathon on 
the shore by the sailing club May 
29.

"The bands are a mix of well-
known, popular bands and more 
up-and-coming ones," wrote Line 
V. Roksøy, one of the festival's or-
ganizers, in an e-mail interview. 
"Two of them sing in Norwegian. 

Store Norske may have 
lost hundreds of millions of 
kroner due to bad contracts 
with subcontractors, accord-
ing to a classified brokerage 
report obtained by a Norwe-
gian television station.

The findings prompted 
forceful reactions inside and 
outside the company, with 
renegotiation of ongoing 
deals pledged and opposition 

Charges filed in Store Norske case
A NASA satellite that spent seven years 

studying Earth's polar regions ended its suc-
cessful mission Monday by plunging back to 
Earth on purpose to burn up in the atmosphere.

Some debris from the Ice, Cloud, and land 
Elevation satellite – known as ICESat – fell 
into the Barents Sea north of Norway and Rus-
sia at approximately 5 a.m. EDT (0900 GMT) 
Monday, according to the Orbital Debris Pro-
gram Office at NASA's Johnson Space Center 
in Houston.

The agency lowered the orbit of ICESat in 
July and formally decommissioned the satellite 
in preparation for its re-entry into Earth's atmo-
sphere. But the craft's lasting legacy will be its 
impact on the understanding of ice sheet and 
sea ice dynamics, NASA officials said.

The ICESat mission has led to scientific 
advances in measuring changes in the mass of 
the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets, polar 
sea ice thickness, vegetation-canopy heights, 

Members of the British Schools Exploring Society cooking rations during a break at the midpoint of 

their five-week research expedition in Svalbard. Photo courtesy of BSES.

Major changes are on Earth's 
horizon. The mystery is what will 
be around to see them.

An assessment with the omi-
nous phrase "extinction-level 
event" – the same thing that wiped 
out the dinosaurs – is part of a just-

Artists, scientists warm to Arctic voyage

SURVEY, from page 1

Beauty in decay for painter who 
captures unique mining facilities 
from Longyearbyen in abstact

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Avalanche season also people season

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Getting back to school might be easy com-
pared to this summer vacation.

Nearly 50 teenagers from Britain made long 
treks across rocks and glaciers, studying every-
thing from soot in the snow to aerial photogra-
phy from kites, during a five-week research ex-
pedition to Svalbard.

"By dividing into six independent walking 
groups the expedition covered a large area 
from the Wahlenberg glacier in the south to Tre 
Kroner in the north," an expedition summary 

by the Svalbard Science Forum notes. "Each 
group carried out a different scientific project."

"These included an investigation of the hy-
drology of Lappdalen, cartography, sampling 
and field analysis of black carbon concentra-
tions in snow, snow pit analysis, glaciology, 
kite aerial photography and meteorology. 
There were also several projects that involved 
all members of the expedition."

The trip was led by the British Schools Ex-
ploring Society, which regularly guides such 
trips. The expedition blog is at http://blog.bses. 
org.uk/arcticadventure2010.

Teenagers look deep in the soil 
and high in the skies during 
summer Svalbard science trek

Three-year probe of 731 slides 
reveals causes, active periods 
and possible impacts of climate

A three-year data-collection project aimed at 
increasing the scant knowledge of Arctic 
avalanches reveals both snow and snowscoot-
ers share a fondness for spring.

"The researchers note that the period with 
highest avalanche activity lasts from mid of 

February until end of May, which also is the 
time when most people are travelling around 
Longyearbyen," the Svalbard Science Forum 
notes in a summary of the CRYOSLOPE 
project conducted by researchers at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard.

More details about the project are at 
www.ssf.npolar.no/pages/news394.htm.



Brewers would mostly sell suds locally
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Nov. 4

2 p.m.: Board for Culture and Leisure 

Enterprises Authority meeting. 

Næringsbygget 1, Tundra room.

6 p.m.: Bydrift board meeting. 

Næringsbygget 2, Smutthullet room.

Nov. 5

9 a.m.: Board for Controlling Growing 

Enterprises Authority meeting. 

Næringsbygget 1, Tundra room.

Nov. 6

10 a.m.-3 p.m.: Flea market to raise 

money for NRK's annual telethon to aid 

war refugees. UNIS.

11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Sports exchange with 

Barentsburg. Various sports competitions 

with members from the Russian mining 

community. Svalbardhallen.

Nov. 7

11 a.m.: All Saints Day service with walk 

to cemetery. Svalbard Church.

Nov. 8

9 a.m.: Web site for ticket sales to 

events at Longyearbyen's new culture 

center begins regular operations. Site is 

at www.longyearbyen-kulturhus.no.

Nov. 9

7 p.m.: Local Board meeting. 

Lompensenteret, Mediateket.

Nov. 11-14

KunstPause Svalbard, featuring concerts, 

art exhibitions and other activities 

throughout Longyearbyen. Full schedule 

at icepeople.net 

Nov. 14

11 a.m.: Baptism Liturgy. Svalbard 

Church.

Nov. 16

7 p.m.: Evening fair and open fireplace. 

Svalbard Church.

Nov. 22

10:15: Environmental and Economic 

Committee meeting. Næringsbygget 1, 

Tundra room.

What's up

What's onlineThere's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Local board endorses 

lowering voting age
Longyearbyen will join other Norwe-

gian cities seeking to lower the voting age 
for local elections to 16 after the municipal 
board endorsed the proposal June 16.

"It is important to encourage young peo-
ple to more poli t ically active and 
conscious," a board declaration states. "This 
will lead to greater commitment to the polit-
ical issues that interest young people. More-
over, it is important to provide education 
about democracy and political systems in 
cooperation with the school and the local 
board. Such a scheme would create more 
politician confidence and trust, and thus also 
in the long term lead to increased new re-
cruitment in Longyearbyen government."

The test project will lower the voting 
age from 18 for council elections in 2011. 
The deadline for local governments to apply 
to Norway's Justice Department is July 1.

Austria sparked a movement among Eu-
ropean countries in 2007 by lowering the 
voting age to 16 for all elections. Germany, 
Slovenia and Switzerland have lowered the 
age on a limited basis.

Cultural center work 

now live via webcam
Construction of Longyearbyen's new 

cultural center can now be followed live via 
Web camera, according to an announcement 
today.

Still photos updated every minute offer 
a rooftop view of the city's main pedestrian 
walkway. The new center, scheduled for 
completion in October of 2010 as an addi-
tion to the current municipal building, is still 
in the excavation stage.

The camera is accessible by clicking the 
picture icon on the left side of municipality's 
home page at www.lokalstyre.no.

Briefly

Free UNIS course examines 
finds from prehistoric era, their 
role in coal and climate change

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 

news about Svalbard and the world's 

polar regions, plus extras for articles from 

the print edition. Among the latest news:

! 'Seniors unwanted' after life of hard work

! New Warren Miller film features Svalbard

! Arctic lake yields Earth's best climate log

! Learn to drive in the Arctic in a Porsche

Another eruption from Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull volcano halted 
all Svalbard air traffic this week as the ash cloud passed directly 
over the area, but the disruption was much less severe than a 
month ago when a blanket of ashes passed over mainland Norway 
and much of Europe.

About 70 people were stranded each way on passenger flights 
scheduled Wednesday between Longyearbyen and Tromsø, with 
Scandinavian Airlines rebooking them on regularly scheduled trips 
that resumed Thursday. (Note: Days reflect a delayed press time of 
noon May 20). 

Air ambulance and Svea mining flights that were suspended 

Yes, we love this country as it rises forth, 
rugged and weathered, but sometimes it'd be easi-
er to honor it with a little less weathering.

Birgitte Bossart, 13, is among the latest wom-
en to stand up and fight as if she were a man. But 
it was the elements rather than an invading army 
threatening to topple the flag as high winds con-
stantly threatened to knock it from her hands dur-
ing this year's Norwegian Constitution Day 
memorial salute Monday.

A midday human train marching through 
Longyearbyen's streets, ending with a salute at the 

The percentage of Norwegian students at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard dropped 14 percent in 2009 
due to a cost-saving reduction in courses offered, ac-
cording to the university's annual report.

UNIS finished the year with a 1.7 million kroner 
surplus, an increase in externally funded research 
projects, and numerous projects and events attracting 
international interest, the report posted Thursday at the 
university's Web site states. A total of 353 students 
completed courses, up from 334 in 2008, but 35 per-
cent of last year's students were from Norway com-

An excavation team examines fossil samples during a two-and-a-half week dig at Janusfjellet in 

August in this image from one of four Web cameras broadcasting their work live at the time. A 

potentially new marine reptile species was among the finds of the expedition.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A painting from the 

exhibit "Store Norske," 

which debuts Thursday 

at Galleri Svalbard.

A new look at old fossils

BEER, from page 1

Maybe it's not the biggest reason most 
residents love the onset of polar night, but 
it's got to be a major factor.

A record number of musicians, includ-
ing a large roster of acclaimed internation-
al talent, will make Longyearbyen's 
biggest music event even larger during the 
eighth annual Dark Season Blues Festival. 
The 15 bands and individual musicians be-
gin performing at two pubs Thursday 
night, and conclude with a dual-stage 
marathon of 13 concerts Saturday at Huset.

"It's the most we've ever had," said 
Marianne Bakken. "It wasn't quite 
planned. It just escalated. We got a great 
deal with the artists."

There's also new events, including a 
Saturday afternoon concert in a Sami tent 
at Nyben, and free late afternoon concerts 
Friday and Saturday at Karls-Berger Pub. 
Also new is an interview with U.S. gui-
tarist Dave Fields by Øyvind Rønning as 
part of a blues lunch at noon Saturday at 
Barentz Pub.

Among this year's featured musicians is 
Knut Reiersrud, a multi-genre guitarist 
who has recorded or contributed to more 
than 300 recordings during his 30-year ca-
reer. In addition to playing with blues, 
jazz, African and gospel legends, he's led 
world music projects such as concerts and 
albums with female Iranian vocalists – 
considered extraordinary since recording 
women's voices is prohibited there.

Reiersrud performed at one of the first 
Dark Season Blues and, while unavailable 
in subsequent years, wanted to return, said 
Gry Sneltvedt, the festival's artist booking 
manager.

"I often have a chat with him in Oslo," 
she said.

There's more emphasis on female musi-
cians this year, with a "Women in Blues" 
group of new and returning musicians per-
forming at various locations and in varying 
configurations Friday through Sunday. 

A free two-week class about prehistoric fos-
sils co-taught by a paleontologist involved in 
some of the most publicized finds of the past 
decade starts Monday at The University Centre 
in Svalbard.

"The Fossils of Svalbard and the Evolution 
of Life" offers an overview of the extensive ex-
cavations and research into species dating back 
as far as 800 million years ago. Also featured is 
how climate change affected species and the 
role of fossilized plants in Svalbard's coal in-
dustry.

"The main focus will be on the fossil 
records of the late Paleozoic, Mesozoic and Pa-
leocene," a description of the course notes. 
"Economic activity (such) as mining and oil 
will be briefly mentioned. The history of the 
science of paleontological exploration at Sval-
bard will be outlined from its early beginnings 
in the 18th century until the present, including 
the more spectacular finds."

The Paleozoic era is when life was almost 
“invisible,” but organisms played a key role in 
forming oxygen in an otherwise oxygen-poor 
atmosphere, according to the overview. During 
the Mesozoic era, about 150 million years ago, 
in the Late Jurassic, enormous marine reptiles 
like ichthyosaurs, plesiosaurs and pliosaurs 

evolved in the sea, while dinosaurs roamed  
dry land.

Climate change evidence is seen in tropical 
evaporites and coral reefs developed in Car-
boniferous time, about 300 million years ago, 
when Svalbard was close to the equator.

The course will be taught by Jørn Hurum 
and Hans Arne Nakrem, both paleontologists at 
the Natural History Museum at the University 
of Oslo. Both are also involved in ongoing 
Svalbard projects, some of which have attract-
ed widespread interest worldwide.

The 2007 unveiling of "Predator X," which 
Hurum claims is the world's largest and most 
dangerous pliosaur, resulted in sensational 
headlines and illustrations. This year's annual 
excavation with a group of students and others 
led by Hurum attracted a consistent stream of 
viewers as four Web cameras captured their ac-
tions at Janusfjellet around the clock. In addi-
tion to to removing previously located marine 
reptile fossils, the group may have discovered 
a new species of sea creature.

Classes are from 5:15 to 7 p.m. Mondays 
through Thursdays the weeks of Nov. 8 and 15, 
with Nakrem lecturing the first week and Hu-
rum the second. Coursework includes projects, 
essays and a graded written exam.

More information and registration is avail-
able by calling 7902 3300 or at www.unis.no.

Climatic changes have affected life on Earth during all 
times. In Svalbard there are fossil and sedimentary evi-
dences of these changes like the tropical evaporites and 
coral reefs developed in the Carboniferous, some 300 mil-
lion years ago. Svalbard was at that time situated close to 
the equator and experience equatorial conditions, but glob-
al changes were also instrumental in influencing the pre-
historic life now found as fossils in Svalbard’s under-
ground.

During the Mesozoic, more precisely 150 million years 
ago, in the Late Jurassic, enormous marine reptiles like 
ichthyosaurs, plesiosaurs and pliosaurs evolved in the sea, 
at a time when dinosaurs roamed the dry land. Some of 
these creatures had a length of more than 15 meters and 
teeth longer than 30 cm!

During more than 100 years the primary resource of 
Svalbard industry, the coal, has supported the society with 
energy and income. The coal is formed from fossilized 
plants like shrubs, trees and algae. These fossils also tell a 
story of changing climatic conditions and a northward drift 
of the Svalbard archipelago. Fossils of bigger animals 
have not yet been found, but foot-prints of a large mammal 
preserved in the coal layers in Gruve 7 give us some idea 
on how life on land might have been.

Web extras: Download free MP3s from 

Dark Season Blues musicians, watch 

videos and more at icepeople.net.

in Norwegian hands since Longyearbyen is far-
ther north than Barentsburg.

Arcticugol does not plan to sell beer outside 
Svalbard, according to its application. But Jo-
hansen said he may eventually seek to send 
some Arctic suds south.

 "In the medium term it may be appropriate 
to sell outside the archipelago, but basically 
this should be a local product," he told ABC 
News.

Kjell Mork, head of Longyearbyen's com-
munity council, told the station he supports the 

proposed breweries.
"This will certainly become a local product 

and bring local food even more into focus," he 
said. "It will also have an environmental bene-
fit to produce beer up here rather than trans-
porting the bottles up here."

Harald Bredrup, administrative director of 
Mack Brewery, said he won't concede his 
northernmost title to the newcomers, calling 
them microbreweries instead of full commer-
cial operations.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.


