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Odd Olsen Ingerø to head office 
after four-year absence; other 
new senior officials also coming

Briefly

Svalbard issues, ice sculpture 
get some notice at climate 
summit

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Sporløst Gikk Tiden" by Liv Mari Schei 

free at www.icepeople.net.

Inside

Related: Cows 

eating grass 

may cut N2O 

emissions 

- Icepeople.net

See FESTIVAL, page 4

Victor Wainwright, above left, and Greg Gumpel 

perform Saturday on the main stage at Huset 

during a concert marathon as part of Dark 

Season Blues. At right, musicians from various 

groups join during a jam session Sunday at 

Barentz Pub to close out the festival. The four-

day festival, generally considered 

Longyearbyen's biggest music event, featured a 

record number of bands this year. 

“

”

Hunger gets them to take 

greater risks than they normally 

would.

- Jan Aars,

Norwegian Polar Institute

Hauntingly familiar: Watch a two-minute 

excerpt of the Svalbard portion of 

"Climate of Change" and other previews 

from the film free at www.icepeople.net.

Russians bring their song and 
dance act to town as longtime 
local diva heads for Tromsø 

Art, mining icons 

return: Exhibition 

and reunion this 

week. Page 4.

See SURVEY, page 3
Knut Reiersrud, seen here at the recent Punkt 

Festival, performs Friday and Saturday in Svalbard.

See BLUES, page 4

New events, record number of 
musicians bring glow to onset of 
polar night at Dark Season Blues

A cartoon by Leonid Tishkov, an 

artist on the Cape Farewell cruise.

Record lineup of bands, lights-out ending energize blues festival

HELSINKI — The Northern Lights 
have petered out during the second half 
of this decade, becoming rarer than at 
any other time in more than a century, 

Make that extra dark

Web extra: Download the MP3 "Magic 

Wand" from the CD Snøstjerna free at 

www.icepeople.net.

A mostly 
good life 
up north
Longyearbyen residents generally  
satisfied in lifestyle survey, but 
some improvements still possible

Rehearsals, ticket sales for first 
shows at new cultural center 
happening during coming week

Time to act for center's debut 

The "official" opening is more than a month 
away, but those wanting to see – or star in – the 
first performances at Longyearbyen's new cul-
tural center should start planning now.

Tickets go on sale next Tuesday for an ex-
perimental theater performance at the center 
Nov. 12, three weeks before the official open-
ing. For those interested in actually being on 
stage during the Dec. 2 evening of events, an 
all-day rehearsal for an operatic choir is sched-
uled Saturday at Longyearbyen School.

The first show on the main stage will be the 
Jo Strømgren Kompani, whose experimental 
performance is called a play on Gibberish Rus-
sian because it "can communicate freely across 
geographical and cultural boundaries, without 
being subjected to censorship or creating un-
necessary provocation."

"Four patriotic women have volunteered as 
guinea pigs for human trials," a description 
promoting the show notes. "But – even if the 
laboratory is warm and cozy, with chairs to sit 
on and sometimes filled with music, it grows 
gradually until a doubt – it is something that is 
not true. Unfortunately, the doors locked, and 

Normally it's a sign of failure when the 
stage goes dark during a concert. Here the 
power failure just gave extra energy to the 
climactic finale of a festival marathon whose 
crowd was already celebrating the beginning 
of the polar night.

The lights went out on the main stage at 

Huset as Knut Reiersrud was playing the sec-
ond-to-last song of his gig sometime after 3 
a.m. Sunday, the final day of the eighth annu-
al Dark Season Blues festival. Undeterred, 
the longtime guitar legend finished the show 
with an extra sense of intimacy with listeners 

Breaking: Strike looms
A strike by 231 Store Norske employees at 

Svea and Mine 7 is set for 6 a.m. Friday if 
mediation talks in Oslo on Thursday fail. More 
on page 2 and updates at icepeople.net.

Residents love the people and recreational 
activities, but it'd be nice to get better bike and 
pedestrian paths.

Those findings are part of a portrait of 
Longyearbyen residents and their attitudes about 
the city's living conditions detailed in a survey 
published this month. The study, conducted in 
cooperation with Statistics Norway, is the first of 
its kind for the city.

It concludes the average length of residency 
among the highly transient population has de-
clined during the past decade. But that's not be-
cause people are eager to get away, as 77 percent 
of those queried said they would recommend 
family and friends move here, which is "a greater 
extent than citizens of mainland municipalities," 
a report detailing the findings notes.

A total of 42 percent of respondents said they 
have lived here less than two years, compared 

See OPENING, page 3
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of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 

source. The original writers, photographers 

and other contributors retain their rights to all 

published works.

Corrections policy

When we screw up you'll know about it – on 

the front page. One of the big complaints 

about newspapers is they tend to bury 

corrections and clarifications deep inside 

where few people who read the original article 

see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 

box on the front page will state what story is in 

error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 

Letters, columns, photos and other material 

are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 

published items since nobody here is getting 

paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 

form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
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Briefly

UNIS students drill the permafrost in Greenland 

as part of a project examining nitrous oxide 

emissions in the Arctic. Photo by Bo Elberling.

Miners may go on strike 

Friday over pay dispute
A deadline of midnight Thursday has been 

set to reach a wage settlement for employees of 
Store Norske's coal mining operations on 
Spitsbergen. A strike by 231 workers in 
planned starting at 6 a.m. Friday at Svea and 
Mine 7 if an agreement is not reached.

Mediation talks are scheduled to begin 
Thursday morning in Oslo after management 
and union officials were unable in September 
to resolve differences about pay increases and 
calculating shifts, according to a statement by 
the Norwegian Union of General Workers.

Ship's owner, captain 

fined for false fish report
A Russian shipping company has been 

fined 300,000 kroner and a ship's captain 
15,000 kroner for falsely reporting the amount 
of catch it received from other vessels fishing 
in the area, according to the Svalbard 
governor's office.

The Norwegian Coast Guard detained the 
Atlantic Lady on Monday after the ship re-
ceived the fish from five other Russian vessels 
between Oct. 16 and 23. The captain, accord-
ing to coast guard officials, sent messages re-
porting the "product" weight of the fish after 
the heads and entrails were removed, which 
was about 450,000 kilograms less than the live 
weight that should be have been declared.

 The Atlantic Lady is registered in the Cen-
tral American state of Belize, but has an all-
Russian crew. The ship was escorted to 
Longyearbyen by Coast Guard officials to en-

sure payment of the fines.

Tickets for Norsk Dylan 

concert go on sale Friday
A Norwegian reinterpretation of Bob Dy-

lan's legendary "Blood on the Tracks" album 
will be performed Nov. 13 by Tom Roger Aad-
land and TreGangerTre as part an evening fea-
turing a three-course meal and art auction.

Tickets for the concert are 800 kroner and 
go on sale at 9 a.m. Friday at the Radisson Blu 
Polar Hotel. The event is part of this year's 
KunstPause Svalbard festival.

Lease payments for car 

heater power due Nov. 5
People using power boxes for car engine 

heaters without a lease must contact Bydrift 
Eiendom by Nov. 5, after which the boxes will 
be locked.

More information and arrangement of pay-
ment is available by contacting postmottak@ 
lokalstyre.no or calling 7902 2150.

Items sought for annual 

UNIS charity flea market
Donated items for the annual flea market at 

The University Centre In Svalbard will be ac-
cepted from 4 to 7 p.m. Nov. 5 at the 
university. The sale, which will raise money 
for NRK's annual telethon, is at UNIS from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 6.

More information is available by contact-
ing 9178 8597 or 4150 0757.

Youths rummage through donated toys being sold Oct. 19 at Longyearbyen School as part of 

NRK's annual telethon fundraiser. About 204 million kroner was raised nationally, an average of 

42 kroner per person. Svalbard, as in past years, has the highest to-date average of 583.83 

kroner per person resulting from several weeks of high-profile events, with more scheduled 

through next month. This year's funds will be used to help refugees in war-torn areas including 

Colombia, Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Norway is still feeling a pinch, but Svalbard will nonetheless see an increase in next year's 
budget as research, emergency response and environmental protection remain priorities in the 
High North.

An overall increase of about 7 percent is in the Norwegian government's budget for Sval-
bard in 2011, with the 266.7 million kroner allocation an increase of 18.1 million from this 
year. The government, unveiling its budget today, is projecting a national deficit of 135 billion 
kroner, not including oil and gas proceeds, and is seeking to trim expenses as the country tries 
to recover from the effects of the global recession.

The government is planning to allocate about 1.2 billion kroner to High North regions in 
2011, a 180,000 kroner increase from this year.

"Never before have there been any similar focus and funds invested in the High North," 
said Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg in a prepared statement.

Budget items include a better surveillance system at sea for the Barents Sea region, 
strengthening marine bioprospecting research, weather radar for eastern Finnmark, more funds 
for polar research and boosting tourism marketing campaigns.

"We will focus even more on developing the prospects of this region, with its unique na-
ture, diversity and magnitude of resources and possibilities connected to the proximity to our 
northern neighboring Russia," said Magnhild Meltveit Kleppa, Norway's minister of local gov-
ernment and regional development. "To secure a good settlement policy and increased growth 
in the north, a well-developed infrastructure is important. Therefore the government will com-
plete the extensive infrastructure goals for the High North which have been notified in the Na-
tional Transport Plan."

Highlights in Svalbard's budget include:
• 97.2 million kroner for The University Centre in Svalbard, including an increase of 4.8 

million to allow for 20 new students and to continue a study of new coal possibilities for the 
area started in 2009.

• Continuing a 10 million kroner increase in the Svalbard governor's budget approved this 
year to strengthen law enforcement and emergency response, as well as renovating building fa-
cilities.

"The increase means that the governor can still perform current responsibilities in a proper 
and efficient manner," the published budget notes. "This strengthening will be continued in 
2011 and will contribute to ensure a high level of preparedness in the archipelago."

• Continuing a 2.1 million kroner allocation for Svalbard Tourism as part of an national 
marketing budget of 252 million kroner, which officials said is a 150 percent increase since the 
coalition government took office in 2005.  

• An increase of 435.000 kroner in the grant for Svalbard Museum.

 The Government proposes an increase of 4.8 million to establish 20 new places and the 
expansion of new coal for the study granted in 2009 at the University Centre of Svalbard AS 
(UNIS). Total proposed an allocation of 97.2 million kroner to the center.

As a follow-up of the International Polar Year (IPY), the Government proposes that at least 
45 million be used for a new program for polar research. The initiative is also part of the imple-
mentation of the Svalbard report, Climate Agreement and the Northern Strategy. It is expected 
that the new program will provide valuable knowledge about climate change and environmen-
tal challenges. This knowledge is necessary to warn climate change in the future, preserve the 
environment locally and regionally and implement effective measures nationally and interna-
tionally. Research on Svalbard will have particular emphasis in the new polar research ¬ pro-
gram. 5 million of these funds are earmarked for information activities and academic and prac-
tical research co-ordination under the auspices of the Svalbard Science Forum. Within the 
funds will also be a special one-year grant of 3 million to the University of Tromsø and Univer-
sity Centre in Svalbard, to develop a climate ecological observation system for arctic tundra 
ecosystems (KOAT).

The grant for the Svalbard Museum proposed increase in excess of 0.4 MNOK.
The grant to the Svalbard Tourism continued with 2.1 million in 2011.
Svalbard budget was increased by 10 million in 2010, partly to strengthen law enforcement 

and emergency response efforts and to highlight the Governor's role as the government's top 
representative in the archipelago. The funds the Government proposes to continue in 2011. This 
also means that efforts to rehabilitate the Governor's official residence continues.

The Government proposes to strengthen measures in the northern areas by 10 million, in-
cluding the strengthening of environmental protection work in Svalbard, the necessary modern-
ization of the radio telescope in Ny-Ålesund and the development and establishment of a joint 
Norwegian-Russian comprehensive environmental monitoring system for the Barents Sea.

Ten million to the opening process of Jan Mayen
The Government proposes ten million kroner to the environmental assessment in connec-

tion with the opening process for petroleum activities have been initiated in the waters around 
Jan Mayen. - We are in the process of opening process in the waters around Jan Mayen. For fu-

Chile accident unlikely at Svea

RESCUE, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Helping those with no place to call home



Development a sore point in poll

Governor reprimanded in
cable car cleanup dispute   

A reprimand of Svalbard's governor for 
failing to enforcement a cleanup of land 
around the old cable car warehouse near Sk-
jæringa has been issued by Norway's Ministry 
of the Environment. The dispute, dating back 
to 2006, involves illegal construction by own-
er Jason Roberts, who wanted to convert the 
site to housing. He was fined 50,000 kroner 
and ordered to restore the area to its condition 
in 2003, when the site was classified as pro-
tected. The governor's office issued a press re-
lease this summer declaring the matter re-
solved, and that Roberts did not need to re-
move steel posts between the building and 
road since they could be used for safety 
fences. The release also stated reconstruction 
of the entrance and removal of gravel around 
the building was not necessary. The ministry, 
in an Oct. 7 letter to Gov. Odd Olsen Ingerø, 
states the director did not have sufficient time 
to review the governor's claims before they 
were made public and reiterated that all as-
pects of the order must be implemented.

Shops, not eatery, to replace 
Busen at Lompensenteret

The space long occupied by Busen will 
not be replaced by another restaurant as part 
of the renovation at Lompensenteret, accord-
ing to a co-owner of the center. Lars Erik Hoel 
of Eiendomsinvestor AS said the area will be 
converted to shops, although he declined to 
state the specific types. He said there are also 
ongoing discussions with people interested in 
renting space at the center. Busen, an old min-
ers' cafe long known for its simple fare at low 
prices, closed last August.

Two power failures hit city
Two power failures hit Longyearbyen on 

Thursday night due to a security check by ser-
vice personnel that went awry. "They did 
something that we do not have knowledge of," 
said Knut Flå, energy chief at the plant. The 
first outage at about 6 p.m. lasted 20 minutes 
before backup facilities were activated, but 
the power went out again at 7:30 p.m. for 
about 30 minutes when the crew tried to 
switch back to the main generator.

and 14/14 schedules, but 
the company is seeking fewer 
extended shifts because such 
workers frequently commute 
from the mainland. Adminis-
trative Director Bjørn Arnestad 
said the company is trying to 
"maintain development of 
Longyearbyen as a family 
c o m m u n i t y. " B u t u n i o n 
leaders, in a letter to Store 
Norske's board of directors, 
state "it is likely the turmoil 
has already led to qualified 
personnel resigning their posi-
tions and we fear we will even-
tually get a loss of key person-
nel."
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NW winds at 7 

km/h. High -13C (-14C wind 

chill), low -7C (-18C wind 

chill).

Sunrise: 0:00  Sunset 0:00

Thursday

Clear. ESE winds at 3 km/h. 

High -20C (-20C wind chill), 

low -23C (-23C wind chill).

Sunrise: 0:00  Sunset 0:00

Friday

Partly cloudy. N winds at 7 

km/h. High -14C (-15C wind 

chill), low -24C (-24C wind 

chill).

Sunrise: 0:00  Sunset 0:00

Saturday

Partly cloudy. ENE winds at 

7 km/h. High -14C (-15C 

wind chill), low -18C (-18C 

wind chill).

Sunrise: 0:00  Sunset 0:00

Extended forecast: Sunday, partly cloudy, -18C (-19C), -18C (-19C), light 0:00h; Monday, cloudy, -18C (-19C), -19C (-20C), light 

0:00h; Tuesday, cloudy, -18C (-19C), -19C (-20C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, -17C (-18C), -17C (-18C), light 0:00h.
Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

“

”

That Russia does 

not fully share the 

Norwegian view of 

how the resources 

in the fish river 

zone around 

Svalbard are to be 

exercised has not 

led to a general 

increase in tension 

in the area.

- Grete Faremo,

defense minister

Travelers can't play golf be-
tween the runways and there's 
no danger of high tide washing 
planes off a sand runway into 
the sea. But it seems flying into 
Svalbard is just as weird.

Svalbard Airport is one of 
"The World's 18 Strangest Air-
ports," according to the current 
issue of Popular Mechanics. 
While other airports on the list 
are distinct for runways on steep 
slopes in the Alps and intersect-
ing with major city streets, Sval-
bard's is notorious for its north-
ern latitude and shifting soil.

"I never thought it was very 
strange," said Ole Rambech, the 
airport's manager. "This is a 
standard airport built to interna-
tional standards." 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Being where cell phones work 
should make things smoother this 
year. So will being near the fire de-
partment.

Concerts are closer to civiliza-
tion for the second annual Spits-
bergen Rock festival, but additions 
such as a rock cruise, tattoo artist 
and fire-breathing band will seek 
to shake things up with a different 
kind of wild. The festival features 
several pub performances May 27 
and 28, and a concert marathon on 
the shore by the sailing club May 
29.

"The bands are a mix of well-
known, popular bands and more 
up-and-coming ones," wrote Line 
V. Roksøy, one of the festival's or-
ganizers, in an e-mail interview. 
"Two of them sing in Norwegian. 

Store Norske may have 
lost hundreds of millions of 
kroner due to bad contracts 
with subcontractors, accord-
ing to a classified brokerage 
report obtained by a Norwe-
gian television station.

The findings prompted 
forceful reactions inside and 
outside the company, with 
renegotiation of ongoing 
deals pledged and opposition 

Charges filed in Store Norske case
A NASA satellite that spent seven years 

studying Earth's polar regions ended its suc-
cessful mission Monday by plunging back to 
Earth on purpose to burn up in the atmosphere.

Some debris from the Ice, Cloud, and land 
Elevation satellite – known as ICESat – fell 
into the Barents Sea north of Norway and Rus-
sia at approximately 5 a.m. EDT (0900 GMT) 
Monday, according to the Orbital Debris Pro-
gram Office at NASA's Johnson Space Center 
in Houston.

The agency lowered the orbit of ICESat in 
July and formally decommissioned the satellite 
in preparation for its re-entry into Earth's atmo-
sphere. But the craft's lasting legacy will be its 
impact on the understanding of ice sheet and 
sea ice dynamics, NASA officials said.

The ICESat mission has led to scientific 
advances in measuring changes in the mass of 
the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets, polar 
sea ice thickness, vegetation-canopy heights, 

Red=Strongly disagree   Orange=somewhat disagree  Yellow=agree   Green=strongly agree

Major changes are on Earth's 
horizon. The mystery is what will 
be around to see them.

An assessment with the omi-
nous phrase "extinction-level 
event" – the same thing that wiped 
out the dinosaurs – is part of a just-

Artists, scientists warm to Arctic voyage
SURVEY, from page 1

Beauty in decay for painter who 
captures unique mining facilities 
from Longyearbyen in abstact

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Does the city have a good reputation?

Recommend family/friends move here?

Good recreational/play areas?

Good economic development?

Other neighborhood development?

Community center development?

Good choice of other leisure activities?

Good opportunity to participate in sports?

Good cultural facilities?

Are public places kept tidy?

Good street life/activity?

Good places for meeting other people?

Is there a strong community spirit?

Good environment for young people?

Good care by the city of the environment?

Strong facilitation of outdoor activities?

Good conditions for bicyclists?

Good arrangements for pedestrians?

High standards for roads and streets?

Good opportunities to start businesses?

Ticket sales, rehearsals for center begin
OPENING, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Graph provided by Longyearbyen Lokalstyre 

Survey: Feelings about Longyearbyen

there is no one to ask."
Ticket sales begin at 9 a.m. Nov. 2, and are 

available at www.longyearbyen-kulturhus.no 
or by calling 7902 2150 from the same time. 
Prices are 200 kroner for adults, and 150 kro-
ner for students and seniors.

Going on sale at the same time, and at the 
same prices, are tickets for the cultural center's 
official opening night, featuring multiple con-
certs and presentations. Those wanting to be in 

the show can participate in Saturday's rehearsal 
of "Slavekoret ("Slave Choir") from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at the school. Helping guide the session 
will be Jan Helge Trøen of  Den Norske Opera 
& Ballett, who is conducting the concert.

Anne Lise Sandvik, who is organizing the 
choir, said about 70 people have been practic-
ing in separate groups, but she would like 100 
for the performance. 

with 38 percent in 2000, according to the sur-
vey of 372 residents conducted in the fall of 
2009. Only seven percent said they have been 
living here more than 20 years, down from 15 
percent in 2000.

The best aspects of Longyearbyen include 
sports opportunities, cultural facilities, places 
to meet people and a strong community spirit, 
with 80 percent or more of respondents strong-
ly agreeing such things exist. Also scoring high 
were the environment for young people, a good 
selection of leisure activities, tidy public 
places, strong support for outdoor facilities and 

good opportunities for those looking to start a 
business.

But significant dissatisfaction was voiced 
as well, notably about aspects of life related to 
neighborhood development.

Only 21 percent said they strongly agreed 
good conditions exist for bicyclists and 25 per-
cent said the same for pedestrians. About one-
third strongly disagreed in each category.

Also, respondents were less satisfied with 
the city's recreational/play areas and economic 
development.
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Oct. 28

8 p.m.: Book launch: "Jeger i Svalbard's 

Villmark," about Tommy Sandal, a 

trapper who has lived alone in Svalbard's 

wilderness for years. By Julie C. Knarvik 

and Sverre Jarild. Svalbard Museum.

Oct. 31

11 a.m.: Liturgy with substitute priest 

Ragnar Aase. Svalbard Church.

Nov. 1

7:30 p.m.: Book presentation by Tom 

Egeland, a thriller author. Soup, wine 

and other drinks. 100 kroner. Library.

Nov. 4

2 p.m.: Board for Culture and Leisure 

Enterprises Authority meeting. 

Næringsbygget 1, Tundra room.

6 p.m.: Bydrift board meeting. 

Næringsbygget 2, Smutthullet room.

Nov. 5

9 a.m.: Board for Controlling Growing 

Enterprises Authority meeting. 

Næringsbygget 1, Tundra room.

Nov. 6

10 a.m.-3 p.m.: Flea market to raise 

money for NRK's annual telethon to aid 

war refugees. UNIS.

11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Sports exchange with 

Barentsburg. Various sports competitions 

with members from the Russian mining 

community. Svalbardhallen.

Nov. 7

11 a.m.: All Saints Day service with walk 

to cemetery. Svalbard Church.

Nov. 9

7 p.m.: Local Board meeting. 

Lompensenteret, Mediateket.

Nov. 11-14

KunstPause Svalbard, featuring concerts, 

art exhibitions and other activities 

throughout Longyearbyen. Full schedule 

at icepeople.net 

Nov. 14

11 a.m.: Baptism Liturgy. Svalbard 

Church.

Nov. 16

7 p.m.: Evening fair and open fireplace. Svalbard Church.

 

What's up

What's onlineThere's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Local board endorses 

lowering voting age
Longyearbyen will join other Norwe-

gian cities seeking to lower the voting age 
for local elections to 16 after the municipal 
board endorsed the proposal June 16.

"It is important to encourage young peo-
ple to more poli t ically active and 
conscious," a board declaration states. "This 
will lead to greater commitment to the polit-
ical issues that interest young people. More-
over, it is important to provide education 
about democracy and political systems in 
cooperation with the school and the local 
board. Such a scheme would create more 
politician confidence and trust, and thus also 
in the long term lead to increased new re-
cruitment in Longyearbyen government."

The test project will lower the voting 
age from 18 for council elections in 2011. 
The deadline for local governments to apply 
to Norway's Justice Department is July 1.

Austria sparked a movement among Eu-
ropean countries in 2007 by lowering the 
voting age to 16 for all elections. Germany, 
Slovenia and Switzerland have lowered the 
age on a limited basis.

Cultural center work 

now live via webcam
Construction of Longyearbyen's new 

cultural center can now be followed live via 
Web camera, according to an announcement 
today.

Still photos updated every minute offer 
a rooftop view of the city's main pedestrian 
walkway. The new center, scheduled for 
completion in October of 2010 as an addi-
tion to the current municipal building, is still 
in the excavation stage.

The camera is accessible by clicking the 
picture icon on the left side of municipality's 
home page at www.lokalstyre.no.

Briefly

Ecosystem generally healthy, 
but concerns about pollution 
and climate change raised

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 

news about Svalbard and the world's 

polar regions, plus extras for articles from 

the print edition. Among the latest news:

! Global extinction crisis looms, study says

! Arctic shipping likely to hasten ice melt

! A photographer's 'Oscar' shot of Svalbard

! Polluters want warming data off Web

Another eruption from Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull volcano halted 
all Svalbard air traffic this week as the ash cloud passed directly 
over the area, but the disruption was much less severe than a 
month ago when a blanket of ashes passed over mainland Norway 
and much of Europe.

About 70 people were stranded each way on passenger flights 
scheduled Wednesday between Longyearbyen and Tromsø, with 
Scandinavian Airlines rebooking them on regularly scheduled trips 
that resumed Thursday. (Note: Days reflect a delayed press time of 
noon May 20). 

Air ambulance and Svea mining flights that were suspended 

Yes, we love this country as it rises forth, 
rugged and weathered, but sometimes it'd be easi-
er to honor it with a little less weathering.

Birgitte Bossart, 13, is among the latest wom-
en to stand up and fight as if she were a man. But 
it was the elements rather than an invading army 
threatening to topple the flag as high winds con-
stantly threatened to knock it from her hands dur-
ing this year's Norwegian Constitution Day 
memorial salute Monday.

A midday human train marching through 
Longyearbyen's streets, ending with a salute at the 

The percentage of Norwegian students at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard dropped 14 percent in 2009 
due to a cost-saving reduction in courses offered, ac-
cording to the university's annual report.

UNIS finished the year with a 1.7 million kroner 
surplus, an increase in externally funded research 
projects, and numerous projects and events attracting 
international interest, the report posted Thursday at the 
university's Web site states. A total of 353 students 
completed courses, up from 334 in 2008, but 35 per-
cent of last year's students were from Norway com-

Rita Engedalen and Margit Bakken, center, join members of the Longyearbyen Blandakor for a 

gospel and blues concert Sunday at Svalbard Church during the Dark Season Blues festival.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A painting from the 

exhibit "Store Norske," 

which debuts Thursday 

at Galleri Svalbard.

New blues events, musicians a hit
FESTIVAL, from page 1

Maybe it's not the biggest reason most 
residents love the onset of polar night, but 
it's got to be a major factor.

A record number of musicians, includ-
ing a large roster of acclaimed internation-
al talent, will make Longyearbyen's 
biggest music event even larger during the 
eighth annual Dark Season Blues Festival. 
The 15 bands and individual musicians be-
gin performing at two pubs Thursday 
night, and conclude with a dual-stage 
marathon of 13 concerts Saturday at Huset.

"It's the most we've ever had," said 
Marianne Bakken. "It wasn't quite 
planned. It just escalated. We got a great 
deal with the artists."

There's also new events, including a 
Saturday afternoon concert in a Sami tent 
at Nyben, and free late afternoon concerts 
Friday and Saturday at Karls-Berger Pub. 
Also new is an interview with U.S. gui-
tarist Dave Fields by Øyvind Rønning as 
part of a blues lunch at noon Saturday at 
Barentz Pub.

Among this year's featured musicians is 
Knut Reiersrud, a multi-genre guitarist 
who has recorded or contributed to more 
than 300 recordings during his 30-year ca-
reer. In addition to playing with blues, 
jazz, African and gospel legends, he's led 
world music projects such as concerts and 
albums with female Iranian vocalists – 
considered extraordinary since recording 
women's voices is prohibited there.

Reiersrud performed at one of the first 
Dark Season Blues and, while unavailable 
in subsequent years, wanted to return, said 
Gry Sneltvedt, the festival's artist booking 
manager.

"I often have a chat with him in Oslo," 
she said.

There's more emphasis on female musi-
cians this year, with a "Women in Blues" 
group of new and returning musicians per-
forming at various locations and in varying 
configurations Friday through Sunday. 

Deadwood, above left, performs a free concert Friday morning for students at Longyearbyen 

School as part of Dark Season Blues. Above right, Ledfoot performs a solo concert at Barentz Pub 

on Thursday, the opening night of the festival.

sturdy enough to remain for the end of more 
than seven hours of concerts. The lighters 
came out en masse, offering accolades at least 
as much as illumination.

"It gave me goosebumps," said Veronica 
Andersen, a local store employee who was one 
of the volunteer hosts for visiting bands.

Plenty of other notable moments occurred 
during a festival that was bigger than ever be-
fore as a record-high 15 bands performed more 
than 30 concerts over four days. New and 
rarely offered shows ranged from a scenic for-
mal dinner at the Spitsbergen Hotel to a rela-
tively small gathering in a Sami tent on the 
edge of the foothills a kilometer outside town. 

"We haven't gone through the ticket sales 
yet, but we have a feeling of higher attendance 
in total this year," wrote Marianne Bakken, the 
festival's chairwoman, in an e-mail interview.

In fact, the lineup may have been too 
much, she added, as festival planners look 
ahead to next year.

"We will try to keep the Lavvo (tent) con-
cert and the (hotel) dinner concert at Funksjon-
ærmessen," she wrote. "We have to look at the 
program at Huset, and maybe have one or two 
bands less next year. It is a very long night, and 
there are not so many people staying in the 
end."

A sense of many musicians' gigs came 
simply from the one-liners they threw out.

"I know only one Norwegian word and 
that's 'skål' (cheers)," said Victor Wainwright, 
hamming things up with comical facial expres-
sions and sweeping flourishes on his keyboard 
Saturday at Huset. 

"We're going to take you from the begin-
ning of when they played the blues," said Bill 
Sims Jr. at the start of his Friday night gig at 
Kroa, where all of the sounds were deliberately 
blunted into a gritty mix that would be perfect-
ly at home on a turntable.

While the mostly local audience got their 
fill of new events and bands, the musicians ex-
perienced the inevitable novelties of playing in 
the sub-freezing Arctic.

"One thing I learned is you can't walk be-
tween gigs," said Gráinne Duffy, whose band 
was the first from Ireland to play at Dark Sea-
son Blues. "I was walking around outside and I 
almost froze my fingers off, and I coudn't have 
played if I did that."

Web extras: Download free MP3s from 

Dark Season Blues musicians, watch 

videos and more at icepeople.net.


