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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Longyearbyen at its best:' Modern 
tragedies, triumphs part of traditional 
tributes during Syttende Mai celebration
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Weather summary
Cloudy w/ occasional rain and strong 
winds, w/ temperatures dropping 
from 4C to below 0C this weekend. 

Full forecast page 3

What's next: Lots of people offer ideas as 
Parliament finally weights the possibilities.
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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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The road between Huset and the old museum, left, is closed due to multiple landslides on Platåberget, right, since an intense rainstorm Oct. 14-15.

KJERSTiN ASKHOLT / SYSSELMANNEN

Between kid and adult
14th annual Dark Season Blues puts old, new side-by-side on stage

Norwegian singer Tina Lie is among the artists 
making a return appearance to this year's Dark 
Season Blues Festival starting Thursday.

Worst landslides in more than 40 years close roads, prompt warnings for travel in mountain areas

See MUCK, page 6

https://us-
mg6.mail.yahoo.c
om/neo/
launch?.rand=epm
v8hf4ja5bp#

COURTESY OF DARK SEASON BLUES

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A month-long stretch of record rainfall 
and unusually warm temperatures have trig-
gered the worst landslides in Longyearbyen 
since 1972, forcing the closure of roads near 
hillsides and prompting safety officials to 
warn people not to travel near mountainsides 
in wet weather until after freezing tempera-

tures have set in.
Longyearbyen has received nearly 150 

millimeters of precipitation since July 1, 
roughly twice the average for that time span, 
said Ole Humlum, an adjunct professor of 
physical geography at The University Centre 
in Svalbard. Temperatures have been two to 
three degrees Celsius above normal during 
much of that timespan, so the typical freezing 

of the ground that begins in October has not 
started yet – and it will be a long time before 
the underlying permafrost is full solid.

"Perhaps by Christmas and New Year's 
everything will be frozen up," he said.

Humlum offered his observations about 
Longyearbyen's landslide situation during a 
presentation Tuesday evening at UNIS. Much 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There's a famous band celebrating its 50th 
anniversary by making a comeback. An ob-
scure local one celebrating maybe its 50-day 
anniversary. And some visiting veterans shar-
ing the stage with a new group of local youths.

Some very familiar faces a lot of new ones 
will be among the 15 bands performing during 
the four-day Dark Season Blues festival starting 
Thursday. The festival, now in its 14th year, is 
sticking mostly to the schedule that has made it 
Svalbard's most popular music event, although 

UNIS



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Uh-oh. Is it possible Svalbard has already 
hit peak tourism just as the industry is start-
ing its all-out ramp up to replace to mining? 
Lucy Fuggle, in a blog post at The Huffington 
Post, sounds like the ideal type to visit here: a 
solo traveler with a small backpack looking for 
something unusual in June. “I was initially 
planning to hit up Svalbard this summer, the 
why-would-you-go-there island above Norway 
where you’re compelled by law to carry a gun 
to fend off polar bears if you leave the town 
limits. But the thing was, I knew people who 
had already been there. But I didn’t know any-
one who had been to Greenland. I pondered this 
while browsing the Lonely Planet and seeing a 
write-up from a clearly wild and exciting travel 
writer. The photos were incredible; the remote-
ness overwhelmingly tempting.” So the next 
several hundred words and many pictures are 
devoted to that unspoiled Arctic landscape, 
rather than our heavily traveled one. No, she 

probably won’t bring down the local travel in-
dustry all by herself. But how long will it take 
before the inevitable “it’s being overrun” arti-
cles become the norm?…And then there’s the 
little-known set of islands just east of ours, 
which is getting gobs of global headlines right 
now in publications from series scholarly jour-
nals to seedy scandal sheets. This space being 
what it is, we’ll go to the always reliable Sun of 
L o n d o n t o r e v e a l “ H i t l e r ’ s G h o s t 
Island” (a.k.a. Franz Josef Land, 800 kilo-
meters east of Svalbard): “Secret Nazi ‘Trea-
sure Hunter’ base in Arctic found by Russian 
scientists after being abandoned over 70 years 
ago when crew was poisoned by polar bear 
meat.” It’s not like we need to add a lot to that 
description. Oh, except the always reliable Rus-
sia Today says it was a  meteorological station 
that mostly provided needed weather data from 
the Arctic during the war to help German cruis-
ers and submarines that were conducting raids 
along the Northern Sea Route. 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Gamle Sykehuset reborn – as a crash barrier

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

A decaying apartment that 30 folks (including our vagabond editor) got hastily tossed out of is a 
potential target of revenge in the upcoming video game Asphalt Xtreme. Evicted residents will be 
able to use the collapsing former hospital as a demolition target and/or crash barrier in the game 
for PCs and mobiles devices. The racing game puts players on an unusual assortment of off-road 
terrain, and provides them with “various vehicles like rugged SUVs, rally racers, and buggies that 
are suitable for such environments,” according to an official description by the developer. 
Locations include Thailand, Egypt, the Gobi desert and Svalbard – and, yes, it appears we’ve all 
been confused about where various buildings are located around town. But we squinted really 
hard at the preview shot above and there’s no doubt we can see what look like digitalized cracks 
that have appeared in recent years in the right places. There’s no release date specified at the 
company’s website, but since you can now get some virtual currency by pre-registering we’re 
assuming it’ll be out before the building collapses on its own

Waaaait a minute…Who allowed this greenie 
propaganda photo to slip by our Truthy editor?

ANONYMOUS

GAMELOFT
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. NW winds to 39 km/h. 
High 4C (-2C wind chill), low 
2C (-5C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Cloudy. NW winds to 42 km/h. 
High 4C (-2C wind chill), low 
2C (-5C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Partly cloudy. E winds to 32 
km/h. High 1C (-5C wind chill), 
low -2C (-8C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -1C (-7C), -2C (-7C), light 0:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, 0C (-6C), -2C (-9C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, cloudy, -1C (-7C), -2C (-9C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, rain, 2C (-5C), -1C (-7C), light 0:00h

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. E winds to 35 km/h. 
High 1C (-5C wind chill), low 
2C (-5C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Replacing runway lights may 
seriously limit summer flights

Replacing the lights and smoothing out the 
surface on the runway at Svalbard Airport may 
severely affect tourism next summer, according 
to industry officials. The runway is scheduled 
to be closed nights during June and July, thus 
preventing one of two flights usually offered 
daily during the summer by Scandinavian Air-
lines and Norwegian Airlines. "Night planes 
make it possible during the summer to reach 
Longyearbyen from abroad without staying in 
Oslo," said Visit Svalbard Director Ronny 
Brunvoll. "That opportunity will largely fall 
away if this becomes reality. That will surely 
result in fewer foreign guests, although we can-
not predict the scope." Morten Ulsnes, the air-
port's manager, said the first stage of the project 
was completed earlier this fall, but the remain-
ing work must be done during the summer so 
weather conditions are suitable for the repaving 
work. He said the airlines, who scheduled 
flights without contacting him, have been in 
touch since the timeline of the project became 
official and efforts will be made to find a solu-
tion to accommodate the number of flights the 
airlines want to offer.

Works begins on overhaul of 
city hall, upgraded library

A 6.5-million kroner reconstruction of 
Longyearbyen's main municipal building will 
also incorporate a public library twice the size 
and with more modern features compared to 
the existing one, according to city officials.  
"It will be opened up to Rabalder where the 
entrance will be," said Victoria Windstad, the 
city government's manager of the project, re-
ferring to the cafe in the attached Kulturhuset 
building. "A tiled entrance hall with the shoe 
area and newspaper section will be the first 
thing you come to. Then the library will con-
tain departments for all age groups." Access 
to the city's brochures and public documents 
will also be available extended hours via the 
library, even when no staff is present. Demol-
ishing of the existing city offices began earlier 
this month and is scheduled to continue until 
mid-November, resulting in less individual of-
fice space and more open working spaces. 
Construction is scheduled to be completed by 
April 1 and all spaces reopened by mid-April.

Polar bear skin helps Svalbard 
pass 1M kr., remain most 
generous donors during annual 

Longyearbyen residents bid on a picture during an auction Sunday at the Radisson Polar Blu Hotel. 

Trophy pelt

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A traditional barrage of last-minute gen-
erosity by locals ensured Svalbard surpassed 
the one-million-kroner milestone and once 
again was the top per-person contributor to an 
annual fundraiser highlighted by a TV auction 
hosted by NRK. That and a couple of polar bear 
skins.

A total of 1.012 million kroner was raised 
during a month of events in Svalbard before 
and immediately after Sunday's national 
telethon, including 542,900 kroner raised dur-
ing a traditional auction Sunday night at the 
Radisson Polar Blu Hotel. The highest single 
bid was 110,000 kroner by Svalbard Church 
Deacon Torunn Sørensen for her choice of the 
polar bear skins donated by The Governor of 
Svalbard (one with a researcher tattoo, the other 
marred because the bear was shot – she took 
the one with the tattoo).

Svalbard donated an average of 438 kroner 

per resident, ahead of Utsira at364 kroner, 
Træna at 277 kroner and Bokn at 241 kroner. 
The average nationwide was 42 kroner.

"We in Svalbard got a great result," wrote 
Anne Lise Sandvik, lead organizer of this year's 
local activities. "If not a record, this is at least a 
result to be very happy with."

Local events ranged from traditional offer-
ings such as food and craft sales by kinder-
garten and Longyearbyen School students, 
door-to-door collections by youths the day of 
the telethon, a car wash hosted by the governor 
and a flea market at UNIS, as well as special 
events such as a church concert and a yoga 
marathon at Kulturhuset.

A total of 219.8 million kroner was collect-
ed nationwide. This year's proceeds are being 
given to the Norwegian Red Cross to assist 
their refugee work in countries such as Syria, 
Lebanon, Sudan, Afghanistan, Somalia, Myan-
mar, El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, as 
well as with refugees who have fled to Norway.

"Two million people will now get vital 
aid," said Norwegian Red Cross President Sven 
Mollekleiv in a prepared statement.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Foreign trawler, captain, fined 
875,000 kroner for illegally 
catching 43 tons of shrimp

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Jumbo fine for jumbo shrimp haul

Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

EILIV LEREN / BOREALIS DESIGNSTUDIO
A shrimp trawler from the Faroe Islands, right, is brought back to Longyearbyen by the Norwegian Coast Guard Monday after being caught illegally fishing.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A shrimp trawler from the Faroe Islands 
has been fined 850,000 kroner and the captain 
an additional 25,000 kroner after the ship was 

caught illegally poaching in Hinlopenstredet in 
northeast Spitsbergen, according to The Gover-
nor of Svalbard.

The trawler was spotted in the area, which 
was closed to fishing on June 30, about two 
weeks ago. The ship was brought back to 
Longyearbyen by the Norwegian Coast Guard 
on Monday.

"This is a fairly high forfeiture amount," 
Lt. Gov. Berit Sagfossen told NRK.

The amount was determined in part on the 
size of the illegal catch and its estimated market 
price, she said. market price. The trawler 
caught 43 tons of illegal shrimp.

While other vessel owners have challenged 
such fines in recent years, Sagfossen said those 
involved in the shrimp trawler incident are 
agreeing to pay the fine.
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Sale or swindle?
The 217-square-kilometer Austre Adventfjord land tract will remain in Norwegian hands if Parliament approves a deal reached with the private owners.  

WIKICOMMONS

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

So it won't be a Chinese holiday village af-
ter all. And it seems implausible those 20 mil-
lion tons of coal will ever be mined. So just 
what is Norway going to do with all that land 
across from Longyearbyen, assuming Parlia-
ment approves a deal to purchase it for 300 mil-
lion kroner?

The deal to purchase the 218-square-kilo-
meter tract known as Austre Adventfjord – one 
of two private land tracts in Svalbard – was an-
nounced Friday by Minister of Trade and In-
dustry Monica Mæland. It brings an apparent 
end to more than two years of efforts by a 
Bergen family to sell the land, purportedly to 
the highest bidder, although Norway said early 
on it would use all available means to keep the 
property under Norwegian ownership.

"I am very pleased that this issue seems to 
be solved," Mæland said in a prepared state-
ment. "The government will now submit it to 
Parliament and I hope that Parliament endorses 
it."

Geir Pollestad, head of Parliament's trade 
and industry committee, told NRK he supports 
the deal.  Erling O. Lyngtveit, an attorney rep-
resenting the Bergen family, said they are satis-
fied with the price.

But the deal was harshly criticized by Per 
Arne Totland, an expert in High North policy 
who recently released a book that translates in 
English to "Cold Front: Conflict Areas in Sval-
bard during the past 100 years." He told High 
North News the drawn-out process revealed a 
lack of coordination between government agen-
cies when it comes to Svalbard policy and re-
sulted in the state paying an inflated price for 
the property.

"The government's purchase of the Austre 
Adventfjord property in Svalbard only under-
sco res t he gove rnmen t mess i n t he 
archipelago," he said.

 Mæland initially was less than fully com-
mittal to keeping the property in Norwegian 
hands when the property was offered for sale in 
the spring of 2014, which Totland said likely 
resulted in a rebuke – and a subsequent hasty 
clarification – from the justice and foreign min-
istries. Since then, ministry and parliamentary 
officials have consistently stated the property 
should be acquired by Norway, for strategic 
reasons as much as any potential economic 
ones.

The announcement the property was for 
sale immediately led to speculation a foreign 
country, mostly likely Russia or China, would 
buy in order to establish a significant beach-
head in the area. Media reports soon after de-
clared a Chinese tycoon wanting to develop the 

area as a resort had made an initial bid 656 mil-
lion kroner. That was quickly debunked, with 
the supposed price deemed absurd and the ty-
coon exposed as someone who knew virtually 
nothing about Svalbard as he admitted he didn't 
realize the archipelago was largely covered by 
ice.

Since then there have been occasional me-
dia reports about a sale being imminent, but 
without one actually taking place. Friday's an-
nouncement came with no advance hint a deal 
was in the works.

In theory, the 20 million tons of coal that 
may be in the mountains is the most lucrative 
economic opportunity there, but the govern-
ment or any other entity would have to cope 
with major mineral rights and environmental is-
sues that have been going on for years – not to 
mention coals prices so low that many are skep-
tical any existing now-closed mines under Nor-
wegian ownership will ever be viable to reopen.

Norway buys Austre Adventfjord; expert says it 'underscores the government mess in the archipelago'

The property near Longyearbyen may contain 20 million tons of coal – but mining it may be unfeasible.
NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Monitoring of landslides sought 
Alexander Prokop performs a laser scan of Platåberget on Oct. 18 after a landslide near Longyearbyen Cemetery forced the closure of a section of road.

HOLT HANCOCK / UNIS

MUCK, from page 1
of it was based on a report he and other re-
searchers assembled at the request of city offi-
cials after an emergency alert was issued for a 
rainstorm that hit Oct. 14 and 15.

The storm dumped 18.3 millimeters of pre-
cipitation on Longyearbyen between 5 p.m. Oct. 
14 and 11 a.m. Oct. 15, with a peak rate of about 
2.8 millimeters an hour around 3 a.m., according 
to the report. Humlum said researchers believe – 
but are not certain – that's when the largest of 
the landslides from the storm occurred.

"That amount was apparently enough, or 
perhaps the intensity was – that's an open ques-
tion – was enough to release all these slides," he 
said. "This would not have happened in any oth-
er type of climate."

Temperatures were also well above zero, 
soaring to as high as seven degrees Celsius on 
the morning of Oct. 15.

The road between Huset and the old muse-
um was closed Oct. 15 after about 5,000 cubic 
meters of rock and mud fell from just below the 
summit of Platåberget, spreading across the road 
next to Longyearbyen Cemetery. Although the 
road was not heavily covered, the debris layer 
was up to five meters high in other spots.

Although the road opened temporarily a few 
days later, the city announced Monday it would 
be reclosed indefinitely until freezing weather 
sets in due to the occurrence of additional slides 
during rainstorms.

The landslide was the largest since July of 
1972, when 30.8 millimeters of rain fell during a 
12-hours, resulting in more than  80 debris flows 
on both sides of the lower Longyeardalen valley, 
Humlum said.

"A previous investigation (based on that 
storm) suggested a rain intensity of two mm/
hour as a critical value for the release of active-
layer detachment slides, debris flows and mud-
flows in the permafrost environment around 
Longyearbyen," the UNIS report notes.

This month's storm caused numerous other 
landslides and debris flows, including one in 
Bjørndalen that forced the closure of the access 
road after the storm and the area below the Sval-

bard Satellite Station next to Svalbard Airport.
The Governor of Svalbard issued a series 

of warnings urging caution near mountainsides, 
and to avoid hiking and excursions until the soil 
stabilizes. Humlum, in his presentation, said the 
odds of a landslide when it is not raining are 
greatly reduced,but "it's better to be more pru-
dent on the safe side."

He offered a number of safety tips, includ-
ing:

• If caught in a rainstorm, check to see 
where landslides may have already occurred 
since there is likely to be less hazardous materi-
al still contained there.

• Avoid gullies as much as possible since 
falling debris will be redirected there.

• Be wary of fine-grain sediment, which is 
often covered with vegetation.

• Pause long enough to think, then act if 
you hear a noise. "Take a look at it for one to 
three seconds, quite calm, and then decide 
which direction to run."

The UNIS report recommends, among oth-
er things, implementing a monitoring system 

for landslides.
"The lack of continuous, automated precip-

itation measurements at the elevations of pri-
mary concern for mass wasting and snow 
avalanche hazard assessment is currently a crit-
ical limiting factor in the development of accu-
rate and reliable hazard forecasts for the 
Longyearbyen area," the report states.

Weather readings at Svalbard Airport can 
offer some guidance, but since the airport is at 
sea level it cannot provide accurate data about 
mountainside conditions, the report adds. In ad-
dition, since data is updated every 12 hours it 
may not be sufficient during a storm intense 
enough to trigger slides.

"We suggest installing online slope stations 
to measure rain precipitation, snow depth, wa-
ter content, and ground temperatures through 
the active layer and into the top permafrost," 
the report states. "In addition, ground ice con-
tent, sediment grain size and other basic 
geotechnical and geological data should be ob-

UNIS
A chart chows the rate and total precipitation during a storm Oct. 14 and 15 that triggered landslides.
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Bank insecurity
Workers carry cartons of seeds down a tunnel into the storage rooms of the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in a government documentary about the facility.

REGJERINGEN.NO

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The whole world is learning (again) what a 
marvel the Doomsday Vault is right now thanks 
to a super-hyped new book. Those closer to the 
facility are discovering it's not an entirely wa-
tertight case.

 A massive rainstorm in Longyearbyen that 
caused numerous landslides and other problems 
earlier this month (see story, page 1) also 
knocked out power to the Svalbard Global Seed 
Vault and caused water to leak inside the facili-
ty. Local officials scrambled to restore power 
and halt the leakage, but the Norwegian gov-
ernment – coincidentally or not – announced 
four days later announced an infrastructure up-
grade project for the vault.

"The vault has been in operation for over 
eight years and during this period we have 
gained a greater understanding of the structure, 
the mountains and the surrounding environ-
ment," a press release from the Ministry of Agri-
culture states. "In an effort to further strengthen 
the security and operations of the seed vault, it 
decided to conduct some upgrades."

"The upgrades will primarily prevent sea-
sonal water accumulation is occurring in the ac-
cess tunnel to the seed vault. The parking lot 
will also be repaired, and the transformer will 
be moved out of the vault and placed in a sepa-
rate structure."

The storm damaged fuses and a trans-
former inside the vault. Workers restored pow-
er and stopped the leak with no damage to the 
seeds, according to Svalbardposten. Construc-
tion of barriers to block water started this sum-
mer.

News | Date: 19.10.2016

This fall conducts Statsbygg 
remedial actions related to the 
Svalbard Global Seed Vault. 

The upgrade will not in any 
way affect the seeds. Statsbygg 
will continuously monitor the 
vault and the overall develop-
ment of the permafrost on Sval-
bard. 

Seed vault getting an upgrade – and after a power outage due to heavy rain, it obviously needs one

City urges building owners to check power fixtures after storms

Rain brings darkness
A sign announces Svalbardbutikken is closed due to a power outage that last nearly three hours.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A barrage of heavy rain apparently 
caused the disconnection of power supply 
cables at Svalbardbutikken and the city's main 
municipal building due to shifting soil, 
according to the city officials who issued an 
alert for building owners to check their power 
cables.

A cable at risk of disconnecting may also 
present a fire hazard, the alert noted.

The outage at the supermarket occurred 
last Monday and delayed the store's usual 10 
a.m. opening for about two-and-a-half hours. 
Morten Helliksen, the store’s administrative 
director, said there was no loss of inventory.
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Claudia and Wiggo Antonsen, at right, take a friend on Wiggo's experimental bird tour during episode nine of the docu-soap "Svalbard: Life on the Edge."
BBC EARTH

Liveblogging 'Svalbard: Life on the Edge," Episode 9, from Coal Miners Cabins Polar Permaculture
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

9:30 p.m.: Two episodes to go and, based 
on the number of characters in this one, I won-
der if they’ll do sort of a reverse of the opening 
two episodes, where they cram half the charac-
ters into each show. Best I can tell Chris will be 
doing the Svalbard Skimaraton (yes, that’s the 
proper spelling…and nice to have him doing 
something besides avalanche stuff), Wiggo 
(and maybe Claudia) will be doing something, 
Alex will be doing more outdoor recreation, 
Mary Ann is doing some kind of outdoor 
project for her lodge and Martin (the doctor 
who visited last week) will be doing more hos-
pital stuff. So maybe the “theme,” if one exists, 
will largely be outdoor life/recreation? Which 
would be really, really repetitive and cliche giv-
en that it’s been a dominant thing in every 
episode so far. But since my guesses are usual-
ly at least partially off…

9:40 p.m.: Standard disclaimer: There will 
be errors and omissions as I do this live, which 
I’ll go back and fix afterward.

9:55 p.m.: Don’t recognize anyone who’s 
here watching yet (maybe half a dozen people 
who may be guests of the hotel), but one inter-
esting name that may show up: Jason Roberts, 
maybe our most prominent film producer. He 
supplied the filming crew with their vehicles, 
many of their places to live and other 
essentials. And…I noticed last week they 
showed Wiggo and Claudia snowmobiling in 
outfits with his company’s logo and this week 
he gets a scene with Mary-Ann. Product place-
ment, so to speak?

10:01 p.m.: Uh-oh. Guy working here 
doesn’t know how to operate the remote to turn 
on the volume.

10:02 p.m.: Title: “Svalbard Solutions.”
10:03 p.m.: Guy got a ladder, climbed to 

the cable box to try to do something and now 
we’ve lost the picture as well. I may have to 
race over to Ben’s at the other end of the build-
ing and hope he’s there.

10:04 p.m.: Pictures of doctor at hospital. 
Guy here says he how no idea to turn on sound.

10:08 p.m.: I’ve run – or what passes for 
running with my infamous limb, in truth I look 
like a penguin chasing someone I’m trying to 
mate – to the other end of the building where 
Polar Permaculture is (and told the pub audi-
ence to follow if they wanted to watch). Ben, 
who was coming over the watch with me, ran 
ahead of me to set up his TV screen in a rush.

10:08 p.m.: We’re back. Ben, who was 
coming over the watch with me, ran ahead of 
me to set up his screen TV. Chris is now talk-
ing about avalanche risk at Skimarathon. (Edit 
after show: I missed a scene with Martin at the 
hospital he had to deal with a baby with pneu-
monia .

10:10 p.m.: To Leif, planning to record a 
CD inside Mine 3 with his church trio. 
(BREAKING NEWS: Leif went to the main-
land today to pick up the finished CDs and will 

be back here with them on Monday.)
10:11 p.m.: He talks about sometimes sor-

rows (and art) of being alone, and possible 
hope he has a family someday while walking 
along outdoor roads. OK, that’s a side I’ve nev-
er seen from here before after eight years here. 
Hat tip to the show and crew.

10:12 p.m.: Leif talks about the mine, 
which was closed in 1996 and now a relic-filled 
tourist place.

10:12 p.m.: Wow…a ton of people are 
crammed into Ben’s place after that emergency 
move.

10:13 p.m.: Interesting: I was  covering 
Leif’s recording session in the abandoned mine 
and no scenes with me (not an ego thing, but 
since they seemed obsessed with scenes where 
characters interact that’s very strange. Also, I 
had a moment where I nearly passed out on 
camera due to weeks of overwork and exhaus-
tion – I barely made it a chair where I collapsed 
for maybe 10 minutes before I got over the 
dizziness – I thought for sure would be reality 
TV fodder). As I wrote a couple episodes ago, I 
suspect I’m now being blacklisted from the 
show due to my criticism of it (which they be 
aware of while editing episodes seven and be-
yond). If they don’t show me covering the ski-
marathon, which I also covered and they filmed 
me during, then I’d say you’ve seen the last of 
me for sure. I’m fine with it, but they’ll bury 
some stuff that, if nothing else, cost them a lot 
of money (such as a two-day trip to 
Pyramiden).

10:14 p.m.: To Mary-
Ann, hoping to fulfill a dream 
by getting Bruce Springstein 
here for a show. She and Ja-
son Roberts talk about a po-
tential outdoor stage site in 
the parking lot of her lodge. 
Um, is this a real or staged 
thing? Betting odds are 
50-50. BTW, not to mention 
myself again (which, of 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Note: I've been posting liveblogs of this ten-
episode reality TV show exclusively online, 
but ahead of next week's finale this is an 
excerpt from the penultimate episode.
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Participants in The Arctic Circle's annual fall cruise map out a Svalbard fjord earlier this month. Thirty-two artists and researchers participated in the trip.
TIM VAN DER MEER

Artists, researchers come up with vastly different Svalbard maps during annual Arctic Circle voyage

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Jennifer Crouch, a London artist, explains the "cartoon" map of a Svalbard coastline she carved into a 
small piece of wood during The Arctic Circle's two-week cruise the day after returning from the voyage.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A short plank with notches carved out 
along one side. Large tissue-thin sheets of pa-
per with scores of thin straight lines sketched in 
haphazard clusters. Poetry based on three 
words from all of her colleagues. And, gasp, 
sketches that look like recognizable landscapes.

Each is a different way Jennifer Crouch is 
creating Svalbard in her own image following 
an annual two-week cruise of artists and re-
searchers that ended last week.

The wood pieces are carved to match 
coastlines. The line sketches use an ancient 
mapping technique involving compass 
readings. The poetry defines the proverbial 
neighborhoods. And the landscape sketches – 
not to mention her many photos – offer some-
thing viewers can immediate relate to (she is 
giving the landscape sketches to people who 
donated to her project).

But despite the many forms of mapmaking 
she did during the trip – and is still doing – it's 
not exactly a rushed process. One piece of 
wood perhaps one-fourth of a meter long, for 
example, took six hours to carve as Crouch ob-
served a shoreline

"It's like a cartoon of the landscape, so it's 
not immensely detailed," the London resident 
said. "It's about capturing the architecture of the 
landscape."

The line sketches – essentially tracking 

compass readings/directions at different points 
aboard the ship – are based on a technique used 
by 18th century Inuits in Greenland, Crouch 
said.

A total of 32 artists and researchers partici-

pated in The Arctic Circle Residency cruise 
aboard the Antigua sailboat. The fall cruise, one 
of two annually, ended Oct. 17.

Two women from the Netherlands – Laurie 
See CRUISE, page 10
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• Quality gold, silver and diamonds at very good prices

• Distinctive watches, scarves and leather handbags

• Diverse selection of  Svalbard souvenirs

• Located in Lompensenteret in the center of  town

We look forward to seeing you!

Gems from a small, independent 
jewelry store as unique as Svalbard

+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

The Antigua sailboat stops near a glacier during The Arctic Circle residency cruise this month. A total of 40 artists, researchers and crew participated.
ELLIS O'CONNOR

Mapping places and people

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Watch the finale of "Svalbard: 
Life on the Edge" locally at:

Mary-Ann's Polarrigg
(in the famous "penis bar" featured on the show)

Coal Miners Cabins
Icepeople will be liveblogging the next episode at: Mary-Ann's

(with help from various other "stars" at the "wrap party")
(contribute your thoughts about the "reality" of Svalbard with 

CRUISE, from page 9
Hermans, a cultural anthropologist, and Tim 
van der Meer, an interdisciplinary artist – 
formed the duo Kaartdragers (Dutch for "Map 
Bearers") for the cruise. Their project, titled 
"Arcticography," focuses on how climate 
change is affecting Svalbard's landscape and 
people.

"We will tell the story of a disappearing 
landscape through associative maps, featuring 
various perspectives and experiences," they 

wrote in a summary of the project at their web-
site (tinyurl.com/z898ejf). "We will launch an 
interactive website where all the stories and ex-
periences from Svalbard, one of the areas most 
affected by climate change today, will be com-
bined."

Residents of the Netherlands have already 
seen and heard a great deal about climate 
change in Svalbard thanks to a three-week ex-
pedition on Edgeøya during the summer of 
2015 involving about 55 researchers that re-

ceived heavy media coverage as changes since 
an expedition there 40 years ago were studied. 
The Dutch are also feeling impacts of climate 
change at home – and worrying about what 
may happen in areas below sea level, van der 
Meer said.

"It's really hot, for example, all of the sea-
sons are shifting," she said, adding the past win-
ter was the first with no snow where she lives.

Climate change awareness projects are hardly a rarity here, of 
course, but Hermans said she hopes the mixture of artistry and cul-
tural analysis will play a role in spreading the message little-by-little 
to an expanding audience.

"We tried to make climate change awareness possible through 
personal stories," she said.

"It's not like this project is the Holy Grail and will save the 
world."

Then there's Jess
writes fiction motivated by the frontiersîóthe frontier of our 

landmasses, our sex organs, our cultural identities, our emotions, our 
syntax. Often this forms as short stories but sometimes it re-molds 
into poetic essays, rants or participation-based salons. 

Hermans, whose previous projects include work in Spain and 
Chile, said their interest in Svalbard was sparked  when they found 
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a first-ever alcohol-free concert scheduled at 
4:30 p.m. Friday at Kroa will feature the Tito 
Lausteen Quartet performing with a group of 
local students.

"They've been doing workshops that start-
ed Monday," said Espen Helgesen, the festival's 
director. "The results of that will be presented 
at the concert."

The Norwegian quartet – described as a 
blend of jam rock, groups like the Grateful 
Dead and traces of Eric Clapton – will also per-
form with the youths as part of the festival's of-
ficial opening at 6 p.m. Thursday at Kulturhuset, 
a free show featuring mini-sets by several bands 
performing during the next four days.

Two artists with vastly different back-
grounds are the headliners for this year's festi-
val.

Stan Webb's Chicken Shack is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary after its namesake player, 
now 70, recruited new members for the British 
band after several years of inactivity. The other 
headliner is Laurence Jones, 25, winner of 
British Blues Awards' "Young Artist of the 
Year" in both 2014 and 2015. The latter's 2014 
album "Temptations" was produced by Sval-
bard resident Mike Zito, who is also an accom-
panist.

Both headliners will perform at 8 p.m. Fri-
day at Kroa, but tickets are sold out. They will 
also perform Saturday night during the two-
stage blues marathon at Huset, for which tickets 
remain available.

Individual tickets are also available to 
nearly all other concerts. Festival passes, in 
what has become a tradition, sold out a couple 
of months before the event started. As usual, 
the shows Thursday and Friday evening will 
take place in a trio of pubs, but pass holders are 
not guaranteed access since admission is on a 
space-available basis.

This year's concert in Mine 3 will feature 
the Advent Bay Poolboys, a Svalbard blues 
band formed earlier this fall. Band members in-
clude  Thomas Nilsen (vocals), Trond Breen 
(guitar/vocals), Ørjan Vingen (bass), Jon Gun-
nar Hansen (guitar) and Andreas Hegermann 
Riis (drums).

Besides the musicians listed above, other 
performers at the festival include:

• JW Jones, a Canadian who performed at 

Dark Season Blues in 2011. at DSB in 2011. 
He is described as "a mixture of T-Bone Walk-
er's luminous chords, Johnny "Guitar" Watson's 
slashing solos and Clarence "Gate Mouth" 
Brown's jazz feeling."

• Robert "Freighttrain" Parker, the first Na-
tive America in the Buffalo (New York) Music 
Hall of Fame. He will perform American roots 
music with Little Andrew (Andreas Stamnes).

• Billy T. Band, an Oslo group that has ap-
peared annually for many years, performing 
blues, R&B, soul, funk and rock.

• JT Lauritsen, another annual visiting per-
former from the mainland specializing in soul 
blues and rock.

• Richard Gjems (harmonica), Øyvind 
Støle Mountain (piano/vocals), Ronnie Jacob-
sen (guitar/vocals) and Robert Skoglund 
(drums), a young Norwegian group hat plays 
'50s style Chicago blues.

• Victor Puertas and The Mellow Tones, 
with the lead performing touted as "the blues 
king of Barcelona," supplementing his singing 
with a harmonica and other instruments.

• Egidio “Juke” Ingala and The Jacknives, 
an Italian "old school blues" band who lead 
singer also fancies the harmonica.

• Micke Björklöf! & Blue Strip, another 
harmonica-happy band, this one from Finland 
specializing in "electric blues, rock and a touch 
of New Orleans."

• Geir Bertheussen Blues Express, a Senja 
native now living in Tromsø who rounds out 
the harp players. Nicknamed the "Milkman," 
Bertheussen has been a  blues musician for 25 
years "and sings in the rather fuzzy 'Howlin' 
Wolf tradition,'" combining elements of Chica-
go blues, jump blues, Delta blues and swamp 
rock.

• Tina Lie, a Norway singer who per-
formed at Dark Season Blues five years ago. 
Her most recent work has mixed elements of 
Leonard Cohen, Tom Waits and Joni Mitchell 
in a roots/Americana soundscape.

• Dr. Bekken, a Norwegian described as 
being a unique "pianist, composer and enter-
tainer" who draws on various jazz, blues and 
boogie woogie traditions in coming up with his 
own works.

• Mighty Magnolias, a Norwegian band 
that mixes "country, country rock, Americana, 
'60s pop and White Stripes-like blues."

Schedule
Thursday

• 6 p.m.: Official opening w/ preview perfor‐
mances by various bands. Kulturhuset. Free.
• 9 p.m.: Dr Bekken, Egidio Juke Ingala & The 
Jacknives at Barentz Pub; Mighty Magnolias, 
Victor Puertas & The Mellow Tones at 
Svalbar; Robert “Freightrain” Parker feat. Little 
Andrew, JW-Jones at Kroa.

Friday
• Noon: Blues lunch w/ Billy T Band. Free.
• 4:30 p.m.: Alcohol-free concert featuring the 
Tito Lausteen Quartet and local youths. Kroa. 
Free.
• 5:30 p.m.: Three-course dinner and acoustic 
blues by Tina Lie, Dr Bekken and Richard 
Gjems. Spitsbergen Hotel. Sold out.
• 8 p.m.: Gjems, Stølefjell, Jacobsen & 
Skoglund, Tito Lausteen Quartet, Geir 
Bertheussen Blues Express at Barentz Pub; 
Advent Bay Poolboys, Tina Lie, Micke Bjorklof 
& Blue Strip at Svalbar; Billy T Band, Stan 
Webb’s Chicken Shack, Laurence Jones at 
Kroa.

Saturday
• Noon: Blues lunch w/ JT Lauritsen with 
friends and artist interview by Øyvind 
Rønning. Baretnz Pub. Free.
• 1 p.m.: Acoustic blues by Gjems, Stølefjell, 
Jacobsen and Skoglund. Mary-Ann's 
Polarrigg. Festival passes not valid.
• 3 p.m.: Advent Bay Poolboys. Mine 3. Bus 
leaves from Mix Kiosk at 2:30 p.m. Festival 
passes not valid.
• 3 p.m.: Bertheussen & Fjellberg Duo. Karls‐
Berger Pub. Festival passes not valid.
7 p.m.: Two-stage blues marathon. Main stage 
on upper floor features Victor Puertas & The 
Mellow Tones, Laurence Jones, Robert 
“Freightrain” Parker feat. Little Andrew, Tina 
Lie, Stan Webb’s Chicken Shack and JW-
Jones. First-floor performers include Mighty 
Magnolias, Tito Lausteen Quartet, Egidio Juke 
Ingala & The Jacknives, Micke Bjorklof & Blue 
Strip, Billy T Band and Geir Bertheussen 
Blues Express. Huset. Busses to and from 
center of town available beginning 6:40 p.m.

Sunday
• 6 p.m.: Gospel and blues concert featuring 
Robert “Freightrain” Parker with friends. Sval‐
bard Church. Festival passes not valid.
• 8 p.m.: Jam session hosted by Billy T. Radis‐
son. Free.

Tips
Can't afford tickets, or need to make the 

most of what you can afford? Besides the 
free events (make sure to go to Sunday's jam 
session), here's a couple of tips:

• If you don't mind staying up late, keep 
a watch on Dark Season Blues' Facebook 
page. Many venues offered free access 
toward the end of their shows.

• Also for the nocturnals, jam sessions 
often occur at one of the pubs when all the 
night's concerts are over. Again keep a watch 
on the festival's Facebook page.

• For wanting a preview of the bands, 
nearly all can be heard and seen in YouTube 
videos at the festival's website.

FESTIVAL, from page 1

Old, new feeling blue
A blues jam on Sunday, seen here in 2015, is one of several free events offered at Dark Season Blues.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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I'm paying you 20 
kroner to read 
this newspaper

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

(perhaps my ego is big, but not that big)

Does this look like a guy with money to burn?
I've done this for nearly eight years as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But the growing size of this fishwrapper (each 

photocopied sheet of paper costs five kroner) and the 
growing readership simply means I'm going bankrupt faster. 

Help me to keep my shabby shirt on my back (you really 
don't want to see me without it) by donating to our tip jar or 
making a one-time donation of any amount at icepeople.net.

And if you're feeling less than charitable, I'm even willing to do honest work:
Incompetent in

"cod Norwegian"

Insanely competent in English

Translation, editing and design of:
Reports, theses, CVs, brochures 

websites, ads and whatever
(Do I really have to put my contact details here again?)



"Exclusive source of the Fortress of Solitude's meltdown"

Environmentalists sue Norway 
over Arctic oil drilling permits 

Greenpeace Nordic and Norwegian group 
Natur og Ungdom (Nature and Youth) are ac-
cusing the Norwegian government of violating 
the Paris agreement on climate change and 
Norway's constitution by allowing companies 
to drill for gas and oil in the Arctic waters. 
"The constitution obliges the state to guarantee 
a healthy environment, and definition of a 
healthy environment is linked to the commit-
ments of the Paris agreement," said Greenpeace 
Norway head Truls Gulowsen. "We will argue 
in court that the Norwegian government has an 
obligation to keep its climate promises and will 
invoke the people's right to a healthy environ-
ment for ours and future generations." The gov-
ernment believes it is abiding by the constitu-
tion and the "validity of the licenses cannot 
therefore be attacked on this basis," said Ole 
Berthelsen, a spokesman for the Ministry of Oil 
and Energy. The three most disputed licenses 
are located in a currently unexplored maritime 
border area, which non-OPEC states Norway 
and Russia were bitterly at odds over before 
reaching an agreement in 2010. One of these 
areas is the northernmost ever open for ex-
ploitation – at roughly the same latitude as 
Bjørna – and environmental groups are con-
cerned about a spill could contaminate large 

parts of Svalbard's waters for a prolonged peri-
od due to the difficulty of removing oil in the 
Arctic.

– Agence France-Presse

Boaty McBoatface lives – as a 
sub that will cross the Arctic

A British autonomous submersible vehicle 
known as Boaty McBoatface will navigate 
1,500 miles across the Arctic ocean in 2018 or 
2019. Currently, it is now on training for this 
historic journey. Boaty McBoatface will dive to 
the bottom of the Southern Ocean to know how 
currents work at their lowest levels. The said 
submersible vehicle can dive down to a depth 
of nearly four miles. It will then go over the 
North Sea to explore how and why carbon 
dioxide is hidden offshore. Then, it will finally 
navigate the Arctic and explore the ecosystem 
underneath the ice without GPS, according to 
Popular Mechanics. Professor Russel Wynn, 
from the National Oceanography Centre, 
Boaty's UK base said that it represents one of 
the last great transects on Earth for an au-
tonomous sub. He further said that in the past, 
such submersible vehicles have gone perhaps 
150 kilometers (horizontally) under the ice and 
then come back out again. He added that Boaty 
McBoatface will have the endurance to go all 
the way to the Arctic. Prof. Wynn is affirmative 
toward Boaty and has high hopes. He described 

Boaty as the marathon-running equivalent of 
the other submersible vehicles in that it goes 
deeper, longer but slower. He explained that 
Boaty can operate for months and could work 
in the deepest parts of the ocean, unlike the oth-
er yellow submarines that go for a couple of 
days recover them and recharge the batteries. 
The Boaty McBoatface could reach a depth of 
6,000 meters and operate for extended periods 
without any mediation from humans, according 
to BBC. The journey could provide and help 
scientists know the conditions underneath the 
ice..

– Popular Mechanics

Dmity Rogozin: Hey, no need 
to worry about us up there 

A Russian leader who arguably set off a 
hyper trolling battle with Norway during the 
past few years by making a rogue visit to Sval-
bard– resulting in some serious policy and eco-
nomic snafus – is now playing down the possi-
bility of military conflict in the Arctic. "The 
Arctic is one of those few areas in which inter-
national cooperation with Russia has not only 
not been reduced, but has actually increased," 
said Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitri Ro-
gozin, who is also chairman of the State Com-
mittee for Arctic Development. His comments 

TUESDAY

MONDAY
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SUNDAY

See DAILY, page 10

SATURDAY

Greenpeace protesters climb aboard an oil rig in the Barents Sea in May of 2014 to protest Arctic oil drilling. They occupied the rig for about 90 hours.
GREENPEACE



were made at a conference titled "International 
Cooperation in the Arctic: New Challenges and 
Vectors of Development" organized by the 
Russian International Affairs Council. Scien-
tists believe that the Arctic contains 13 percent 
of the world's unproven oil reserves, 30 percent 
of the world's natural gas and about 10 percent 

of the world's fish resources. That has prompt-
ed numerous boundary disputes, including 
overlapping claims for areas that include the 
North Pole, as well as questions about the lack 
regulations in international waters. Russia has 
been increasingly aggressive with its military 
activities in the Arctic, with Rogozin largely in 
charge of the country's policy in the area. He 

visited Longyearbyen in the spring of 2015 de-
spite being banned from Norway due to sanc-
tions resulting from his role in the Ukraine cri-
sis. That led to a change in Svalbard's entry and 
flight manifest requirements, which severely 
disrupted expeditions to the North Pole via 
Russia's Barneo ice base this spring. 

– Russia Beyond the Headlines

Poor infrastructure limiting Russia's 
Arctic tourism

    National Geographic's Instagram account boasts more 
than a billion 'likes' from nature fans worldwide

    In a new photo book titled Nat Geo, the publication 
shares 300 of its most popular social media images  

    The account is manned by 100 of its esteemed photog-
raphers who submit in real time as they travel

–  Arctic.ru

Photos of glacier taken 75 years apart 
show vast melting

Two pictures of a Svalbard glacier taken 75 years apart 
reveal an enormous loss of ice, as well as a trend occurring 
elsewhere in the archipelago, according to Hanne Hammer 
Stien, general manger of the Polar Museum in Tromsø. "It's 
one thing is to hear someone talk about the ice melting and 
disappearing," he said. "It's something completely different 
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

SATURDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9

FRIDAY

Boaty McBoatface, a high-tech undersea autonomous submarine, is tested in icy waters as part of an effort to prepare it for an Arctic circumnavigation.
NERC
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+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Oct. 26
Weekly women's tour group. Details at 
tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
7 p.m.: Concert by Polargospel. Svalbard 
Church.
Oct. 27-30
Dark Season Blues. See schedule, 
page ?.
Oct. 27
4:30 p.m.: Youth Council meeting.  
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Lindy Hop beginner's dance 
course. Kulturhuset (use back entrance).
Oct. 30
11 a.m.: Mass by Bishop Per Oskar 
Kjølaas. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Jack Reacher: Never Go 
Back," U.S. action/drama, ages 15 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 31
1 p.m.: Technical Committee meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
6 p.m.: Yoga. Kulturhuset (use back 
entrance).
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Nov. 1
1 p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
2 p.m.: Youth and Culture Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
Nov. 2
Weekly women's tour group. Details at 
tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
7 p.m.: Lindy Hop beginner's dance 
course. Kulturhuset (use back entrance).
Nov. 3
7 p.m.: Lectures and films about the 
100th anniversary of Kings Bay and 
Store Norske. Svalbard Museum.
Nov. 4
8 p.m.: Concert: Store Norske Men's 
Choir. Mine 3.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Greenhouse gas at new record levels
● Arctic warming means freezing U.S.
● Secret Nazi base found on Arctic island
● Antarctic bar accepts bras as payment

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

New Svalbard Kirkes Trio album 
uses Mine 3 to add 'authenticity' 
to climate change message

Espen Rotevatn, left, Leif Magne Helgesen and Torunn Sørensen perform a song inside Mine 3 for 
their new Svalbard Kirkes Trio album "Det Blå Loftet” ("The Blue Loft"). At right, Erik Hillestad, guides 
the  trio through the recording session in April. The album is scheduled to be released Friday in Oslo.

Lofty ambitions
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The impact of coal mining on Svalbard's 
environment has inspired many impassioned 
words. Now the mine is reshaping them in an 
entirely different way.

A new album recorded in Mine 3 calling 
attention to the Arctic and Earth's growing cli-
mate change problems is scheduled to be re-
leased Friday by the Svalbard Kirkes Trio. Ti-
tled "Det Blå Loftet” ("The Blue Loft"), the 
lyrics by Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne 
Helgesen focus on how "even in dark times 
there is light. Life in the face of the elements 
are vulnerable and yet strong," according to a 
press release announcing the album's debut.

"The texts are very much about environ-
mental sustainability and metaphors for human 
struggles in our time," said Erik Hillestad, the 
album's producer, during one of the recording 
sessions. "How did we get here? How are we 

going to survive?"
The week of recording sessions in the mine 

– where production stopped in 1996, although 
the site has been recent revived as a tourist at-
traction – presented numerous challenges due 
to ambient noise and cold temperatures. But it 
also offered what the musicians described as a 
rough and authentic character to the composi-
tions.

"The mood of the production is character-
ized by a recording place with sounds of drip-
ping mines and metal machinery," a press re-
lease announcing the album's debut states. "In a 
way, this is a visual album plate, but the drama 
of the mighty events which are improvised, and 
the elements of Latin and hymns elevates it all 
into an atmospheric world that it is difficult to 
categorize."

The trio, formed in 2011, also includes Es-
pen Rotevatn and Torunn Sørensen. It released 
a 22-minute mostly a cappella album titled 
"78°13°32°N" in 2012 and was invited to per-
form in the Vatican in 2013 as part of an inter-
national "musical pilgrimage."

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.


