
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They arrive in Svalbard after one sticks his 
head out of a plane, causing the resulting suc-
tion to send them plummeting 10,000 meters 

into a glacier they demolish a hefty portion of. 
So, yeah, they merit a place somewhere in the 
ranks of Svalbard's most clueless tourists in re-
cent years.

After surviving that fall, it's not surprising  

the scoundrels known as Sval and Bard man-
age to live through polar bear maulings, burial 
in the droppings of a thousand seabirds, crash-
ing through gift stores on a snowmobile at high 

“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Bearly aware: Polar bear destroys two 
tents at poorly chosen campsite; group 
also had trouble with weapon
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Backwards 
thinking: Local 
Conservatives 
support 'anchor 
babies' in 
Svalbard, Labor 
opposes them
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Weather summary
Cloudy with strong winds and 
temperatures slightly below freezing 
through next week.

Full forecast page 3

See ASKHOLT, page 4

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Major downer Blue or blues? Fur thee well Pure Drudgery
Auction ends 
month of 
fundraising
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Biggest fest 
ever sells out 
way early
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11 people 
arrested in 
drug bust 
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'Putin takes 
Arctic' w/ base 
near Svalbard
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See SCOUNRDELS, page 6

Sval and Bard 
watch their beer turn 

to ice as they try to 
toast each other 

after an ember from 
an unattended 

campfire outside 
their tent quickly 

leaves them without 
shelter during a cold 

winter night. The 
pair is starring in a 
new series of stop-

motion videos 
debuting this week 

where they break all 
ten of the 

archipelago's 
common-sense 

regulations, 
suffering various 

deadly and 
gruesome 

consequences.

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees'Sval and Bard' show visitors how to commit Svalbard's ten deadly sins by acting like total wankers

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

At roughly the same time Kjerstin Askholt 
was delivering a fireside chat to visitors about 
the historic home she just moved into, police 

officers under her authority were rounding up 
suspects in what may be Longyearbyen’s 
biggest drug bust in modern times.

The police were still making arrests when 
the biggest October rain and snow storm in 40 
years hit, and just as it was ending her search 
and rescue team was asked to retrieve a patient 
on a ship beyond the helicopter’s fuel range.

When asked if her first three weeks as 

Svalbard's new governor gets a 
whirlwind introduction to 
unfamiliar work in a familiar spot

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt reveals some "light 
reading" she's doing during her first weeks here.

October surprise

PENAL PALS
COURTESY OF KAIROSTUDIO



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We're assuming most locals are here in part 
because they like cold climates, or at least tol-
erant of them. But we suspect even the most 
rugged old-timer has nothing on Katherine 
Carlyle, who says the idea of getting caught 
in Svalbard's record-low temperature of mi-
nus 46 degrees Celsius makes her giddy with 
nostalgia. That apparently comes from 
spending many of her initial years in a place 
where it "was a constant and extreme minus 
196 Centigrade." If that seems weird, than so 
does the fact that her story evokes a mention of 
"David Copperfield" in a review of the novel 
telling Carlyle's surreal life story. She was a 
test tube baby, albeit one whose childhood was 
delayed during all those ultra-cold years. "I was 
stored in a squat steel barrel, vacuum-lined like 

a thermos flask and filled with liquid 
nitrogen...I was suspended in a bath of cryopro-
tectant and assorted nutrients," is the narration 
provided by British author Rupert Thomson in 
the book bearing the same name as the main 
character. Skipping past various dangerous ad-
venture to her move to Svalbard and its ultra 
freezing temps, "I veer between rushes of 
adrenaline – a roller coaster thrill – and a 
sweetness that is laced with pain, a delicious 
cloying poignancy. What it resembles most 
closely — what it actually feels like — is nos-
talgia." The reviewer (at tinyurl.com/nrbq936) 
heaps praise on the tale by noting  "great novels 
open with an origin story" and "there is some 
question as to whether she, like young Mr. 
Copperfield, will turn out to be the hero of her 
own life."

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Russians sending troops, but U.S. is revolting

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Construction nears 
completion on a major 
new Russian military 
base on Franz-Joseph 
Land, located just to the 
east of Svalbard at 80 
degrees latitude north, 
which will allow up to 
150 soldiers to live and 
training for 18 months 
at a time. While Russia 
has been building up its 
military its Arctic 
territories for many 
years, this particular 
base apparently is 
particularly ominous 
since that ultimate 
source of objective 
news known as the 
Drudge Report alerted 
the world to it with the 
banner headline "Putin 
Takes Arctic." Implicit in 
the article (and many 
comments at the site 
and other U.S. media) 
is "this is just another 
stick in the eye to a 
weak American 
president" who likes 
thugs and Muslim kids 
who build clocks. 
Photos courtesy of the 
Ministry of Defense of 
the Russian Federation.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE



Page 3October 20, 2015

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. SW winds to 40 km/h. 
High -5C (-11C wind chill), low 
-9C (-16C wind chill).

Sunrise 10:25a; sunset 2:56p

Thursday
Cloudy. SW winds to 40 km/h. 
High -1C (-7C wind chill), low 
-2C (-8C wind chill).

Sunrise 10:39a; sunset 2:43p

Saturday
Cloudy. SW winds to 58 km/h. 
High -1C (-8C wind chill), low 
-7C (-12C wind chill).

Sunrise 11:09a; sunset 2:12p
Extended forecast: Sunday, snow, 0C (-8C), -1C (-5C), light 2:23h; Monday, cloudy, -1C (-5C), -3C (-7C), light 1:27h; Tuesday, 
cloudy, -2C, (-6C), -6C (-10C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, -3C (-7C), -6C (-10C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. SW winds to 40 km/h. 
High -1C (-7C wind chill), low 
-5C (-9C wind chill).

Sunrise 10:53a; sunset 2:28p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Expert: numerous buildings 
at risk of foundation damage  

The collapse of the ground under the his-
toric Gruvebadet building in Ny-Ålesund is an 
indicator numerous other buildings in Sval-
bard are at risk due to changes in meltwater 
patterns and faulty foundations, according to  
Sverre Barlindhaug, a geologist who exam-
ined the damaged structure. The damage to 
Gruvebadet, currently used as a research facil-
ity, occurred when what are known as ice 
lenses melted because excavation nearby had 
redirected water flow into the ground under 
the building. Barlindhaug said more stable 
foundation material is also needed to prevent 
a reoccurrence of the damage and that numer-
ous buildings in Longyearbyen have similar 
problems. "What you should have done is to 
have raised platforms under the buildings so 
that all the melted snow drains away and 
avoids decay," he said. "Having a dump under 
the building I would say is a design error."

Tips sought in theft of tusks 
from walrus in Ny-Ålesund

A person or persons who stole the tusks 
from a walrus carcass a few kilometers west 
of Ny-Ålesund remains at large, according to 
The Governor of Svalbard. "During Septem-
ber there was probably someone who had 
sawed off its teeth," wrote Trond Olsen, a po-
lice chief lieutenant for the governor, in an e-
mail to Svalbardposten. Police announced last 
week they are seeking tips, but still have no 
clues in the case. Taking animal parts is a vio-
lation of the Svalbard Environmental Protec-
tion Act, which states the governor's office is 
responsible for wildlife management and re-
moval of carcasses when necessary.

Sirkus Svalnardo reaches 
semis of TV talent contest

They reached the semifinals of a nation-
wide talent competition hosted by TV2, but 
seven girls with Sirkus Svalnardo failed to ad-
vance further despite praise for their national-
ly broadcast performance. "What you are do-
ing is very unusual and it is very beautiful to 
watch," said Bjarne Brøndbo, one of the 
judges. "I assume everyone in Svalbard is 
very proud of you."

Longyearbyen residents bid on a local work of art during an auction Sunday at the Radisson Blu 
Polar Hotel to raise funds for NRK's annual charity telethon. The 485,000 kroner raised during the 
auction was lower than last year's total, but locals gave more overall during all of this year's events.

Rich in spirit
Despite jobs crisis, Svalbard still 
dominates per-person donations 
supporters in annual telethon 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Times may be tight, but Longyearbyen res-
idents are continuing to show their willingness 
to help those going through far worse suffering 
– even more so than usual.

Svalbard once again was the dominant per-
person donor in NRK's annual charity telethon, 
which this year is dedicated its funds to the 
Rainforest Foundation to assist people affected 
by the destruction of those areas. Residents do-
nated an average of 387.32 kroner per person 
(up from 366 kroner last year), followed by Ut-
sira at 296.51 kroner and Bokn at 212.25 
kroner.

The per-person increase in Svalbard con-
tradicts the national trend, as the total of 183 
million kroner raised is a sharp decline from the 
251 million donated during last year's telethon. 
Furthermore, the more than 800,000 kroner 
raised location doesn't tell the whole story of 
Longyearbyen's giving during the past month.

"We have to remember there was an auc-
tion for Syrian refugees that got about 300,000 
kroner," said Laurits Finjord, chairman of this 

year's local auction.
He said there was a notable decline in one 

area of local giving: the annual auction of 
goods and services that takes place the same 
day as the national telethon. He said about 
485,000 kroner was raised during the auction, 
about 200,000 kroner less than last year, but 
even that wasn't entirely a negative thing.

"I think that's OK because there were quite 
high prices on everything last year and some 
people felt like it wasn't possible for them to 
bid," Finjord said. "This year it was possible."

The most noteworthy item each year – a 
polar bear skin – sold for 51,000 kroner this 
year, he said. Last year's pelt fetched about 
100,000 kroner.

Store Norske, whose layoffs and upcoming 
mine shutdowns are the reason for the town's 
economic crisis, donated several items such as 
books and jewelry, but no large cash donation 
as in some past years.

"That's understandable," Finjord said.
One of the primary reasons Svalbard is the 

top per-person donor is because Longyearbyen 
hosts about a month of events leading up to the 
telethon ranging from students selling stew 
made from a reindeer they hunted to a car wash 
hosted by The Governor of Svalbard.
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Ruling by the book

Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin 
Askholt, right, presents the 

history of the official 
residence she moved into 

Oct. 1 during a fundraiser at 
the house Saturday.

“When I came up here 
everything was organized for 

me,” she said, a comfort 
lacking in Svalbard’s early 

days since there was no 
official residence for the 

governor until 1950. Thor 
Bjorn Arlov, author of a book 
about Svalbard's governors, 

notes many of the first 
appointees lived on the 

mainland or served for only 
short periods of time. 

Askholt said she's looking 
forward to getting out of her 

cozy home and exploring the 
outdoors, but she still needs 

to get her weapons permit.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SYSSELMANNEN

ASKHOLT, from page 1
Svalbard’s new governor have been as busy as 
the past few days, Askholt was able to laugh 
about the hectic pace and learning process.

“I think it’s a busy position because the 
governor has to deal with a wide range of is-
sues,” she said.

Askholt, 53, who started the first of a pos-
sible two three-year terms Oct. 1, is already fa-
miliar with Svalbard since she was head of the 
Norwegian Ministry of Justice and Public Secu-
rity’s Polar Affairs Department for 13 years be-
fore becoming governor. The department is re-
sponsible for oversight of Svalbard and prepar-
ing the archipelago’s annual budget, but 
Askholt said her duties as governor will be con-
siderably different.

“I know a lot about Svalbard policy, of 
course, but I haven’t had a lot of experience 
with environmental protection work or police 
matters,” she said. “I will need time to learn 
more about those.”

Askholt said she’s been interested in the 
polar regions since childhood, when she was 
reading books about explorers such as Roald 
Amundsen and Fridtjof Nansen. She typically 
visited Svalbard six or seven times a year while 
working for the Polar Affairs Department, but 
said she applied for the governor’s job because 
she wanted to be a part of Svalbard rather than 

merely help shape its policy.
“I love the archipelago and I think it’s a 

very nice society,” she said. “I love the atmo-
sphere, the people and the culture here. For me 
to have the possible opportunity to live here 
was an opportunity I couldn’t pass up.”

“In the ministry you deal with a lot of pa-
pers,” she said. “In this position you meet peo-
ple directly.”

Among her early encounters with the locals 
was welcoming them into the governor’s offi-
cial residence Saturday afternoon for a charity 
fundraiser that included her presenting a history 
of the house – one of the many things she’s 
been studying since she got here.

"I’ve been sitting and reading these two 
books nearly every evening since I got here,” 
she said. One is Thor Bjorn Arlov’s notorious 
“Den Rette Mann” (“The Right Man”) detailing 
the history of Svalbard’s governors. The other 
is “North of the Desolate Sea” by Liv Balstad, 
the wife of Håkon Balstad, who was governor 
from 1945-56.

“I can’t imagine how happy Liv Balstad 
she was to move in there,” Askholt said. “I’ve 
tried to feel the way as she did.”

In addition to the recreational reading, 
Askholt is also rapidly getting acquainted with 
thick official tomes such as official police and 
emergency rescue regulations as they apply to 

the archipelago.
While the pilots and police officers are ob-

viously responsible for the actual rescue during 
an incident like this week's, Askholt  makes 
command decisions such as whether to ask the 
Norwegian Coast Guard for assistance and 
whether to send one or both of the governor’s 
rescue helicopters. During police actions like 
the weekend drug raid, Askholt decides matters 
such as if officers will be armed (they weren’t 
in this instance).

Askholt said the biggest issue she expects 
to deal with – both immediately and in the long 
term – is the same one local and national politi-
cians are grappling with: the crisis resulting 
from the near total shutdown of coal mining, 
and how to maintain a stable and economically 
healthy community in its wake.

“This autumn there will be made a lot of 
decisions in the government when it comes to 
the coal company and what kind of other activi-
ties the government will support in the future,” 
she said. “As a governor it’s important for me 
to give sound advice to the government when 
they ask, to try to describe for the ministry the 
challenges this community is going through in 
an objective way, but in as good a way as pos-
sible.”

Urgent character test:
Will you use your extra hour to:
1)  Party
2) Sleep
3) Bang your head against the wall
    because you forgot to do either?
Remember to set your clocks back 

an hour at midnight Sunday
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EXCAVATE from page 1

Blues-collared
Passes for biggest ever Dark 
Season Blues sell out faster than 
ever to mostly non-local listeners

COURTESY OF BLUESKOLLEKTIVET

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A section of 
Tunabreen calves into 
Tempelfjorden as 
researchers observe it 
during warm weather 
months as part of a 
study to determine the 
effect on water 
temperatures on the 
rate calving occurs. 
Tunabreen was the 
slowest-moving 
glacier of the three in 
the study, moving an 
average of 20 
centimeters a day 
during winter and 
reaching a peak of 
one meter a day in 
October. But the 
influence of water 
temperatures on the 
glacier's calving rate 
matched that of the 
other glaciers that 
moved at speeds of 
up to four meters per 
day.

Jai Malano, left, is one of several musicians from the United States performing at this year's Dark Season Blues. At right, the northern Norwegian band 
Blueskollektivet performs at the Oslo Bluesklubb earlier this year. The band will perform a show for local students as well as at festival venues.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The kind of blues you're feeling this week 
may have a lot to do with your inclination to 
plan ahead or be spontaneous. In this case, the 
former are least likely to be the glum type.

Festival passes for the biggest Dark Season 
Blues ever sold out earlier than ever because of 
a decision to offer them much sooner than 
usual, said Espen Helgesen, the festival's direc-
tor and chairman of the Longyearbyen Blues 
Club. He said the request came from visitors 
"because they've already bought their hotel and 
flight up here, so they want to make sure 
they're getting into the festival."

"We had a lot of pressure from audience 
members who wanted to buy festival passes 
early," he said. "We started in June and we 
were sold out in late August."

Tickets to many individual events remain 
available at the festival's website and the Mix 
kiosk, and more may be available at the venues 
at showtime if space permits, Helgesen said.

The four-day festival that starts Thursday, 
now in its 13th year, is Longyearbyen's biggest 
music event of the year, featuring a roughly even 
mix of Norwegian and foreign bands, with most 
of the latter coming from the United States.

Numerous musicians who have become 
regulars are returning, including the Billy T 
Band and J.T. Lauritsen. Many of the newcom-
ers will find themselves at events with equally 
long traditions, including an opening gala with 
speeches and mini-sets by numerous bands 
Thursday night at Kulturhuset, concerts for lo-
cal students and kindergarteners, and a gospel 
concert Sunday evening at Svalbard Church. 

The festival spent more on marketing com-

pared to past years, luring nearly 300 people 
from the mainland – accounting for most of the 
festival passes sold, Helgesen said. Similarly, 
he said at least 50 people from the mainland 
bought tickets just to Saturday evening's 12-
concert, two-stage blues marathon at Huset.

"With the artists and technicians, we are 
talking about almost 400 people coming up 
from the mainland," he said.

Scandinavian Airlines scheduled an extra 
inbound and outgoing flight for festival atten-
dees, many of whom booked most of the hotel 
rooms and other lodging in town months ago. 
The weather forecast is favorable for this 
week's flights, although visitors will be wander-
ing between venues and exploring the town on 
icy surfaces in sub-zero temperatures, with 
strong winds and occasional snow.

In addition to the huge influx of visitors, 
this is also the biggest festival in terms of 
events – if just barely.

"We have on Friday three bands at all the 
pubs," Helgesen said. "Last year there was not 
three at one of them, only two concerts."

Also new this year is a collaboration with 
the recently opened Svalbard Bryggeri, which 
will debut a new "Dark Season" brown ale dur-
ing the festival. 

This year's festival did suffer one setback 
when Store Norske, usually one of the festival's 
biggest sponsors, cancelled its support due to 
the crippling coal price crisis that is forcing the 
company to shut down nearly all of its mining 
operations and lay off all but 100 of its 270 em-
ployees.

"That's 100,000 kroner we didn't have, but 
the Svalbard Business Association was really 
supportive so it was not much of a loss," Helge-
sen said.

Details about the musicians and tickets to 
available events is at www.svalbardblues.com.

Schedule of events
Thursday
• 6 p.m.: Official opening ceremony, 
featuring performances by multiple bands. 
Kulturhuset. FREE.
• 9 p.m.: Blueskollektivet, Joakim Tinderholt 
and His Band at Barentz Pub; Lisa Lystam 
Family Band, Beatles & Stones at Svalbar; 
J.T. Lauritsen & The Buckshot Hunters, Nick 
Moss Band at Kroa. 
Friday
• Noon: Billy T Band. Barentz Pub. FREE.
• 5:30 p.m.: Formal three-course dinner w/ 
concert by Mike Zito and Lisa Lystam. 
Spitsbergen Hotel. PASSES NOT VALID.
• 9 p.m.: Jolly Jumper & Big Moe, MK’s 
Marvellous Medicine, Erik Harstad w/Band 
at Barentz Pub; Magnus Berg Band, 
Spoonful of Blues, Mike Zito and The Wheel 
at Svalbar; Greasy Gravy & Linda Kvam, Jai 
Malano, Kirk Fletcher & Josh Smith at Kroa.
Saturday
• 11:30 a.m.: Blues concert for kids. 
Kulturhuset cafe. FREE
• Noon: J.T. Lauristen w/ friends, artist 
interview by Øyvind Rønning. Barentz Pub. 
FREE.
• 1 p.m.: Acoustic blues by Jolly Jumper & 
Big Moe. Mary-Ann's Polarrigg. PASSES 
NOT VALID.
• 3 p.m.: Billy T Band. Mine 3. Bus from Mix 
kiosk at 2:30 p.m. PASSES NOT VALID.
• 3 p.m.: Jostein Forsberg, Morten Omlid 
and Eskil Aasland. Karlsberger Pub. 
PASSES NOT VALID.
• 7 p.m.: Blues marathon featuring 12 
concerts on two stages. Huset.
Sunday
• 6 p.m.: Gospel and blues by Nick Moss, 
Michael Ledbetter, Mike Zito, Jai Malano 
and J.T. Lauritsen. Svalbard Church. 
PASSES NOT VALID.
• 9 p.m.: Jam session hosted by Jostein 
Forsberg. Radisson. FREE.

COURTESY OF JAI MALANO
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Idiocy as a public service
COURTESY OF KAIROSTUDIO

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

SCOUNRDELS, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

speed and getting stranded in winter storms 
with shelter.

Their hijinks, captured in a series of ten 
short stop-motion videos that will be available 
online and shown at various locations around 
Longyearbyen, are intended to show visitors 
the consequences of violating a list of ten com-
mon sense regulations in Svalbard.

One of the first two episodes, available at 
www.facebook.com/svalandbard as of Thurs-
day, shows the pair drinking heavily in a tent 

and tossing their bottles and other trash into a 
giant pile outside the tent. They then decide it'd 
be fun to set the pile on fire and resume drink-
ing in their tent, only to have an drifting ember 
ignite and destroy the tent faster than you can 
say "cheers." Despite still clutching mugs of 
beer, their merriment in the open winter night is 
short-lived.

"In this case we started with a real 
situation," said Daniele Di Domenico, the di-
rector of the series, during a presentation and 
advance screening of several episodes this 

week at The University Centre in Svalbard. "It's 
very common for people to build a trash pile on 
the ground and burn it. We thought what would 
be the negative consequences?"

The episodes combine real backdrops of 
Svalbard with stop-motion characters, buildings 
and props (no chance that Darth Vader helmet 
Sval and Bard try to put on a polar bear will at-
tract lawyers as well as the police).

Di Domenico said production involved a 
lengthy process of shooting photos and video in 
Svalbard, often coming up with creative ways 
to depict misbehavior such as a first-person 
view of a snowmobile zipping through the cen-
ter of Longyearbyen at high speeds, followed 
by extensive work at his studio in Italy.

"The first step is the screenplay, the story 
writing, and then we work on the storyboard," 
he said. After that comes an animated story-
board consisting of black and white sketches to 
determine the exact timing and length of each 
scene, which he said is critical before shooting 
the final footage.

Di Domenico said the idea for the series 
came when he saw the common sense rules, 
provided by Visit Svalbard, while working with 
a colleague on another different project here in 
2011 since "rules sometimes – or always – can 
be boring."

The project was funded with a grant from 
the Svalbard Environmental Protection Fund, 
although Di Domenico said that turned out to 
be about a quarter of what they normally would 
need.

"Most people would give up at that point, 
but three or four of us put our efforts in for 
free," he said.

, but 3-4 effort put in for free.he said the 
"This is very important before you go into the studio for the shooting phase. it's a 

very tricy and a very long process. (need to know exactly how many seconds for 
each scene).

 The first two episodes are being posted online Thursday following an advance 
screening and presentation about the series earlier this week at The University Centre 
in Svalbard. he week.

s the ten common-
 Daniele Di Domenico
first guy (multicolored shirt)-why italian guy doing this. december when power 

plant almost burned down. 
had just finished another project and thought cld make animation of env rules.
in summer they decided that just doing animation was not fun. its not bring out 

the svalbard motion in the best way. they came up with a new way of stop motion 
that we hope you'll like.

that summer we were quite certain wld do, but suddenly had a quarter of the 
budget we needed to do it properly.

most people wld give up, but 3-4 effort put in for free.
https://www.facebook.com/svalandbard
Ronny-

2nd guy-italian, white striped shirt,-it's a bit strange to have tialians talking about 
rules, but as you can see we put a lot of our humor into this.

rules sometimes, or always can be boring.
in the beginning they were more ape-like but  we though making them more hu-

manlike people could relate to them.
inspriation norwegian trolls w italian style
shows clip of him doing some very odd gutteral non word singing, percussion 

running his fingers over his teeth
as youc an see, many people with many talents (he said satirically)
(theme: stick head out fo plane, get sucked down to svalbard, hit and destroy big 

part of glacier)
"new" 10 rules-the most important is you need good stories (detailed 

storyboards)
first epiosode-since beginning of dark season we decided to start in the blue light
(guy drinking in tent tosses bottle out. trash magically starts popping up, then 

they pee next to it, then light it on fire; toast with mugs of beer in tent laughing, 
belching; ember hits tent burns it away in flash, beer freeze instantly as they try to 
toast and star thsivering

ital-as you can see, these funny idiots don't speak any langauge and this is why 
we were thinking when making an international product, of course.

making the stories-in this case we started witha  real situastion talkign with ron-
ny and alo talking with some representatives from the sysselmamnnem. it very com-
mon people build trash on the ground and burn it. we thought what wld be the neg 
consequences. there are many neg consequences, so you can see here the sketch on 
the storyboard. The first step is the screenplay, the story writing and then we work on 
the storyboard. then do aniated storyboard (b&W outline sketches), decide timing of 
each scene. this is very important before you go into the stuio for the shooting phase. 
it's a very tricy and a very long process. (need to know exactly how many seconds 
for each scene).

making it "real"-(watch second episode first-walking ing reen field, birds feed-
ing; smaller guy rishes them, they fly off but he catches one, ; utlimaely birds circle 
back and turn them into immobile poop piles

ital-took winter and summer landscape photos, then we go in the studio where 
there's a set with a big screen can project footage on. then on front we recreate the 
env using real stuff - not from Svalbard, of course. The most import thing is youhave 
to use the lights to recreate the light you have in the background. it's not so easy. it 
takes a long time and this is how we worked witht he geese. you animate dthem on a 
green screen and then you put the footage in the computer, you remove the green...so 
we are ready 

another episode-snowy landscape, bascally wandering if circles, spot bear, then 

Daniele Di Domenico, left, works on a set piece for "Sval and Bard" at his studio. At right, an early storyboard sketch differs greatly from the finished scene.



Page 7October 20, 2015

Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Oct. 20
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Oct. 21
6 p.m.: Movie: "Doktor Proktors 
Tidsbadekar," Norwegian comedy/family 
ages 6 and up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 22-25
Dark Season Blues. See page 5 for 
details and full schedule of events.
Oct. 25
11 a.m.: Mass by Bishop Emeritus Per 
Oskar Kjølaas. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m: Movie: "
7 p.m.: Movie: "Legend," U.S. thriller/
biography, ages and up. Kulturset.
Oct. 26
8 p.m: Trivia Quiz. Kroa.
Oct. 27
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting w/ swearing in of new 
members. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Oct. 28
6 p.m.: Movie: "Legend," U.S. thriller/
biography, ages and up. Kulturset.
Oct. 30
6 p.m.-midnight: Halloween party for 
youths. Grades 5-7 from 6-8 p.m.; grade 
8 from 8:30-11 p.m.; grades 9 and up 
from 8:30 p.m.-midnight. Longyearbyen 
Youth Club.
Nov. 1
5 p.m.: Movie: "Hotel Transylvania 2," 
U.S. animated/comedy, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Spectre," U.S./British 
action, no age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 4
5 p.m.: Movie: "Hotel Transylvania 2," 
U.S. animated/comedy, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● 2015 likely to be hottest year on record
● Arctic countries sign coast guard pact
● Pollution may increase life of sea ice 
● Greenland hosts first concert on iceberg 

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Police arrest 11 in drug raid

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Eleven people were arrested during the 
weekend in one of Svalbard's biggest drug-
related busts in modern times, with more arrests 
and possible expulsion of some suspects 
possible, according to The Governor of 
Svalbard.

The arrests, made with assistance from 
police officers in Oslo, followed a lengthy 
investigation based on the suspicion of local 
officials that a group of local residents was 
using drugs, according to a statement released 
Monday by the governor's office.

"Svalbard has a zero-tolerance drugs 
policy," Gov. Kjerstin Askholt said. "We will 
do what we can to prevent a drug culture from 
establishing itself here."

Most of those arrested possessed 
marijuana, but there was evidence some had 
used harder forms of powdered drugs, 
according to the statement. It appears unlikely 

there was any drug-dealing occurring in the 
community.

The suspects are all in their 20s and come 
from a variety of countries. Six of them have 
been fined between 4,000 kroner and 9,000 
kroner, while the other five cases remain under 
investigation. The governor's office will also 
investigate each case to determine if any of the 
suspects should be expelled from the 
archipelago.

A similar bust occurred when 11 people 
were arrested on drug charges in 2011. They 
were charged with a total of 24 offenses, which 
resulted in a 26 percent rise in Svalbard's crime 
rate that year. One person was expelled and 
another received a preliminary warning of 
expulsion.

An online Svalbardposten poll at the time 
found 86 percent of respondents favored 
expulsion for drug crimes. Comments by 
readers to an article at the newspaper's website 
about the current arrests are more mixed, with 
some arguing marijuana use is increasingly 
becoming legal and drug addicts need help 
rather than punishment.

A police officer conducts a sobriety test on a snowmobiler earlier this year in Adventdalen. Svalbard 
has strict policies regarding drug and alcohol abuse, including possible expulsion of violators.

SYSSELMANNEN

Lengthy investigation may result 
in additional arrests, expulsion 
of some suspects from Svalbard


