
It was picturesque glacier-encroached min-
ing town suffering from an identity 
crisis as demands of political unifor-
mity clashed with individually ne-
cessitated by its location.

The conflict continues today as 
Russian officials mount what might 
be called an inexact effort to restore 
some of the ruins now popular with 
a select group of tourists.

An examination of the conflicts 
and their meaning is captured in the newly 
published book "Persistent Memories: Pyrami-

den – A Soviet Mining Town in the High 
Arctic."

The three co-authors – Elin An-
dreassen, Hein Bjerck and Bjørnar 
Olsen – wrote the photo-dominant 
hardback in English following a week-
long trip to the town in 2006. Bjerck 
and Andreassen returned to Svalbard 
on Monday for a slideshow presenta-
tion and lecture at Svalbard Museum.

"The focus is about the human 
things," said Bjerck, an associate professor of 
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Odd Olsen Ingerø to head office 
after four-year absence; other 
new senior officials also coming
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Svalbard issues, ice sculpture 
get some notice at climate 
summit

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Sporløst Gikk Tiden" by Liv Mari Schei 

free at www.icepeople.net.
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Simen Henriksen and Inger-Johanne Mørk, seated at table, sign copies of their debut CD 

"Snøstjerna" following a release party Friday at Barentz Pub. The five-song collection of original 

songs is scheduled to go on sale at Longyearbyen stores within a week.

“

”

Hunger gets them to take 

greater risks than they normally 

would.

- Jan Aars,

Norwegian Polar Institute

Two youths feature songs from an Arctic upbringing on debut CD

Hauntingly familiar: Watch a two-minute 

excerpt of the Svalbard portion of 

"Climate of Change" and other previews 

from the film free at www.icepeople.net.

Russians bring their song and 
dance act to town as longtime 
local diva heads for Tromsø 

Art, mining icons 

return: Exhibition 

and reunion this 

week. Page 4.

See BUDGET page 2

The Kongsberg S

See SNØSTJERNA, page 4

Budget 
goes up  
7 percent
Police, environmental protection,  
museum, UNIS, research among 
priorities for Svalbard in 2011

A cartoon by Leonid Tishkov, an 

artist on the Cape Farewell cruise.

Review: Book shows conflicting images from Pyramiden's history

HELSINKI — The Northern Lights 
have petered out during the second half 
of this decade, becoming rarer than at 
any other time in more than a century, 

It seems the life of snowmen, even those 
who are stars, includes hardships that go be-
yond melting in spring.

That story, a fish's wish to swim in the 
frozen winter sea and others are captured on 
"Snøstjerna," the debut CD by Simen Henrik-
sen and Inger-Johanne Mørk. The self-re-
leased five-song disc is essentially a collec-
tion of their greatest hits, at least to 
Longyearbyen residents who have seen their 
extensive cultural and other community activ-
ity while growing up.

Their CD release party Friday at Barentz 

Pub, in fact, brought a wry twist to what for 
many was a celebration of their efforts. Only 
days earlier Mørk helped lead a successful ef-
fort to ban everyday sales of alcohol from 
Longyearbyen's new cultural center cafe, to 
the dismay of cafe managers who also happen 

Seeking reason in the ruins

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Magic Wand" from the CD Snøstjerna 

free at www.icepeople.net.

Norway is still feeling a pinch, but Svalbard 
will nonetheless see an increase in next year's 
budget as research, emergency response and en-
vironmental protection remain priorities in the 
High North.

An overall increase of about 7 percent is in 
the Norwegian government's budget for Svalbard 
in 2011, with the 266.7 million kroner allocation 
an increase of 18.1 million from this year. The 
government, unveiling its budget today, is pro-
jecting a national deficit of 135 billion kroner, 
not including oil and gas proceeds, and is seeking 
to trim expenses as the country tries to recover 
from the effects of the global recession.

The government is planning to allocate about 
1.2 billion kroner to High North regions in 2011, 
a 180,000 kroner increase from this year.

"Never before have there been any similar 
focus and funds invested in the High North," said 
Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg in a 
prepared statement.

Budget items include a better surveillance 
system at sea for the Barents Sea region, 
strengthening marine bioprospecting research, 
weather radar for eastern Finnmark, more funds 
for polar research and boosting tourism market-
ing campaigns.
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UNIS students drill the permafrost in Greenland 

as part of a project examining nitrous oxide 

emissions in the Arctic. Photo by Bo Elberling.

Oil exec: Norway needs 

to lead Arctic exploration
Norway needs to take the lead in develop-

ment of the Barents Sea now that a treaty es-
tablishing boundaries between Norwegian and 
Russian waters has been reached.

That assessment is being offered by Erik 
Haugane, administrative director for Det 
Norske Oljeselskap. He said the agreement is 
important, but so is maintaing a sense of ur-
gency in oil and gas exploration efforts.

"In the eastern parts of the area south of 

Bjørnøya there is no reason to not just open," 
he said in an interview Monday with NRK. 
"The whole purpose to clarifying the dividing 
line was exactly so the oil industry can find re-
sources there that are important for the world."

The agreement signed last month roughly 
divides evenly a 175,000-square-kilometer 
area of sea between Svalbard and Russia's No-
vaya Zemlya, which has been disputed for four 
decades and is seen as valuable oil and gas ter-
ritory as the polar ice cap recedes. Environ-
mentalists are raising strong objections to the 
hazards presented by oil drilling in the area.

Per Kyrre Reymert washes a Spitsbergen Travel van Saturday during an annual fundraiser 

hosted by the Svalbard governor's office. Proceeds this year totaled 8,679 kroner, including a 

high of 1,000 kroner for a single vehicle wash and a woman who paid 70 kroner to have her 

boots washed. The money will be donated to NRK's annual telethon, which is raising funds for 

the Norwegian Refugee Council. The organization helps run refugee camps, provides legal 

assistance, distributes food and other relief, and teaches refugee children. The telethon is Oct. 

24, with several local events planned before then. Photo courtesy of Svalbard governor's office.

Cleaning up government

"We will focus even more on developing 
the prospects of this region, with its unique na-
ture, diversity and magnitude of resources and 
possibilities connected to the proximity to our 
northern neighboring Russia," said Magnhild 
Meltveit Kleppa, Norway's minister of local 
government and regional development. "To se-
cure a good settlement policy and increased 
growth in the north, a well-developed infras-
tructure is important. Therefore the govern-
ment will complete the extensive infrastructure 
goals for the High North which have been noti-
fied in the National Transport Plan."

Highlights in Svalbard's budget include:
• 97.2 million kroner for The University 

Centre in Svalbard, including an increase of 
4.8 million to allow for 20 new students and to 
continue a study of new coal possibilities for 
the area started in 2009.

• Continuing a 10 million kroner increase 
in the Svalbard governor's budget approved 
this year to strengthen law enforcement and 
emergency response, as well as renovating 
building facilities.

"The increase means that the governor can 
still perform current responsibilities in a proper 
and efficient manner," the published budget 
notes. "This strengthening will be continued in 
2011 and will contribute to ensure a high level 
of preparedness in the archipelago."

• Continuing a 2.1 million kroner alloca-
tion for Svalbard Tourism as part of an national 
marketing budget of 252 million kroner, which 
officials said is a 150 percent increase since the 
coalition government took office in 2005.  

• An increase of 435.000 kroner in the 
grant for Svalbard Museum.

 The Government proposes an increase of 4.8 million to establish 20 new places and the 
expansion of new coal for the study granted in 2009 at the University Centre of Svalbard AS 
(UNIS). Total proposed an allocation of 97.2 million kroner to the center.

As a follow-up of the International Polar Year (IPY), the Government proposes that at least 
45 million be used for a new program for polar research. The initiative is also part of the imple-
mentation of the Svalbard report, Climate Agreement and the Northern Strategy. It is expected 
that the new program will provide valuable knowledge about climate change and environmen-
tal challenges. This knowledge is necessary to warn climate change in the future, preserve the 
environment locally and regionally and implement effective measures nationally and interna-
tionally. Research on Svalbard will have particular emphasis in the new polar research ¬ pro-
gram. 5 million of these funds are earmarked for information activities and academic and prac-
tical research co-ordination under the auspices of the Svalbard Science Forum. Within the 
funds will also be a special one-year grant of 3 million to the University of Tromsø and Univer-
sity Centre in Svalbard, to develop a climate ecological observation system for arctic tundra 
ecosystems (KOAT).

The grant for the Svalbard Museum proposed increase in excess of 0.4 MNOK.
The grant to the Svalbard Tourism continued with 2.1 million in 2011.
Svalbard budget was increased by 10 million in 2010, partly to strengthen law enforcement 

and emergency response efforts and to highlight the Governor's role as the government's top 
representative in the archipelago. The funds the Government proposes to continue in 2011. This 
also means that efforts to rehabilitate the Governor's official residence continues.

The Government proposes to strengthen measures in the northern areas by 10 million, in-
cluding the strengthening of environmental protection work in Svalbard, the necessary modern-
ization of the radio telescope in Ny-Ålesund and the development and establishment of a joint 
Norwegian-Russian comprehensive environmental monitoring system for the Barents Sea.

Ten million to the opening process of Jan Mayen
The Government proposes ten million kroner to the environmental assessment in connec-

tion with the opening process for petroleum activities have been initiated in the waters around 
Jan Mayen. - We are in the process of opening process in the waters around Jan Mayen. For fu-
ture work, this grant is important, and it is gratifying that we can now start with the mapping of 
the area, "Oil and Energy Minister Terje Riis-Johansen.

It's added up to a process that will consist of two main elements: the mapping of the geolo-
gy and mapping of environmental values in the area. An environmental assessment will involve 
research at sea to improve understanding of seabed mapping of sea birds and fauna present in 
the area. An environmental impact assessment program will clarify the type and extent of map-
ping in detail. The aim is to send the draft assessment program for consultation in autumn 
2010. Based on the feedback obtained through consultation, a final assessment program be de-
veloped. The mapping of the potential for petroleum will be conducted by the NPD.

- Parliament's decision on the commencement of an opening process in the sea on the Nor-
wegian side of Jan Mayen, must be viewed in the context of the long-term perspective required 
for the utilization of the remaining resources on the Norwegian continental shelf. Obtaining 
new knowledge is an important part of 

 135 billion kroner.
 Norway on Tuesday unveiled next year's budget plans aimed at curbing expenditure after 

the oil-rich country recovers from an economic downturn with a slightly upturned outlook for 
2011.

The Finance Ministry proposed to cut excess spending from oil and gas proceeds to 7.4 bil-
lion kroner ($1.2 billion; euro880 million) — from 19 billion kroner this year.

The budget proposal presented to Parliament predicts that Norway's economy will grow 
1.7 percent this year and 3.1 percent in 2011 — a slight increase on earlier estimates.

After a downturn in late 2008 and through 2009, Norway's economy "has performed better 
than most other industrialized countries during the financial crisis," the ministry said, but cau-
tioned that improvement has been "somewhat weaker than expected" this year.

A more positive outlook and developments during the past few months mean a projected 
unemployment rate of 3.5 percent in 2010 and 2011 — below a 20-year average of 4.2 per cent, 
it said. Inflation will be 2.5 percent this year, falling to 1.8 percent in 2011.

The government said that next year's fiscal budget deficit — not counting oil and gas — is 
estimated at 135 billion kroner.

UNIS, museum get more money
BUDGET, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



Seeing life in Pyramiden's ruins

Separate entrance at store 
for sales of alcohol proposed   

A separate entrance and checkout register 
for alcohol sales for the Nordpolet store in 
Svalbardbutikken is being sought by Long-
yearbyen politicians. "I hear comments about 
alcohol that are not so good for children and 
young people to hear, like how much people 
will drink this weekend," said Jon Sandmo of 
the Svalbardlista party. He said requiring cus-
tomers to go through the grocery store also 
makes it more likely they will purchase other 
goods, which gives the already dominant 
Svalbardbutikken an extra advantage. Lars 
Sogn, chairman of Nordpolet, said he has not 
heard about the proposal and the board's next 
meeting is in November.

LNS charges to alter deals, 
Store Norske director says 

Corruption charges against two former top 
officials of Leonhard Nilsen & Sønner, will 
present challenges for Store Norske, whose 
longtime former administrative director is also 
facing charges. Bjørn Arnestad, current ad-
ministrative director for Store Norske, said 
existing contracts with LNS will not continue, 
but declined to speculate on how they might 
be renegotiated or the relationship between 
the two companies will proceed. Dag Rindal 
Brox, appointed the acting administrative di-
rector of LNS, said the company has been 
praised for responding quickly to the charges, 
and "we are known for doing a good job and 
we will do well in the future."

Bigger helicopters by 2020 
sought in rescue proposals  

Rescue service in Svalbard will feature 
two bigger and more secure helicopters as ef-
forts to replace the current model by 2020 are 
underway. "The government is keen to secure 
a faster and more efficient rescue service that 
can get as many people as possible to a rescue 
in a difficult situation," said State Secretary 
Terje Moland Pedersen in a prepared state-
ment. Three options are recommended in a re-
cent report, which also aims to alleviate de-
lays in responses during multiple incidents 
here and on the mainland.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy with periods of rain. 

SE winds at 7 km/h. High 

2C (0C wind chill), low 0C 

(-2C wind chill).

Sunrise: 8:09  Sunset 17:19

Thursday

Cloudy with periods of rain. 

SSW winds up to 14 km/h. 

High 3C (-1C wind chill), low 

3C (-1C wind chill).

Sunrise: 8:16  Sunset 17:11

Friday

Rain. SSE winds at 11 km/h. 

High 3C (0C wind chill), low 

3C (0C wind chill).

Sunrise: 8:24  Sunset 17:03

Saturday

Snow. SSW winds at 10 km/

h. High 0C (-3C wind chill), 

low -2C (5C wind chill).

Sunrise: 8:32  Sunset 16:54

Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, -3C (-7C), -6C (-10C), light 8:05h; Monday, cloudy to partly cloudy, -7C (-11C), -9C (-13C), 

light 7:48h; Tuesday, cloudy, -9C (-13C), -10C (-14C), light 7:31h; Wednesday, cloudy, -9C (-13C), -9C (-15C), light 7:13h.
Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

“

”

That Russia does 

not fully share the 

Norwegian view of 

how the resources 

in the fish river 

zone around 

Svalbard are to be 

exercised has not 

led to a general 

increase in tension 

in the area.

- Grete Faremo,

defense minister

Travelers can't play golf be-
tween the runways and there's 
no danger of high tide washing 
planes off a sand runway into 
the sea. But it seems flying into 
Svalbard is just as weird.

Svalbard Airport is one of 
"The World's 18 Strangest Air-
ports," according to the current 
issue of Popular Mechanics. 
While other airports on the list 
are distinct for runways on steep 
slopes in the Alps and intersect-
ing with major city streets, Sval-
bard's is notorious for its north-
ern latitude and shifting soil.

"I never thought it was very 
strange," said Ole Rambech, the 
airport's manager. "This is a 
standard airport built to interna-
tional standards." 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Being where cell phones work 
should make things smoother this 
year. So will being near the fire de-
partment.

Concerts are closer to civiliza-
tion for the second annual Spits-
bergen Rock festival, but additions 
such as a rock cruise, tattoo artist 
and fire-breathing band will seek 
to shake things up with a different 
kind of wild. The festival features 
several pub performances May 27 
and 28, and a concert marathon on 
the shore by the sailing club May 
29.

"The bands are a mix of well-
known, popular bands and more 
up-and-coming ones," wrote Line 
V. Roksøy, one of the festival's or-
ganizers, in an e-mail interview. 
"Two of them sing in Norwegian. 

Store Norske may have 
lost hundreds of millions of 
kroner due to bad contracts 
with subcontractors, accord-
ing to a classified brokerage 
report obtained by a Norwe-
gian television station.

The findings prompted 
forceful reactions inside and 
outside the company, with 
renegotiation of ongoing 
deals pledged and opposition 

Charges filed in Store Norske case
A NASA satellite that spent seven years 

studying Earth's polar regions ended its suc-
cessful mission Monday by plunging back to 
Earth on purpose to burn up in the atmosphere.

Some debris from the Ice, Cloud, and land 
Elevation satellite – known as ICESat – fell 
into the Barents Sea north of Norway and Rus-
sia at approximately 5 a.m. EDT (0900 GMT) 
Monday, according to the Orbital Debris Pro-
gram Office at NASA's Johnson Space Center 
in Houston.

The agency lowered the orbit of ICESat in 
July and formally decommissioned the satellite 
in preparation for its re-entry into Earth's atmo-
sphere. But the craft's lasting legacy will be its 
impact on the understanding of ice sheet and 
sea ice dynamics, NASA officials said.

The ICESat mission has led to scientific 
advances in measuring changes in the mass of 
the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets, polar 
sea ice thickness, vegetation-canopy heights, 

Hein Bjerck shows an overhead map of Pyramiden during a presentation Monday at Svalbard 

Museum to introduce a book he co-wrote with two others capturing their impressions from a 2006 

expedition to the abandoned Russian mining town.

Major changes are on Earth's 
horizon. The mystery is what will 
be around to see them.

An assessment with the omi-
nous phrase "extinction-level 
event" – the same thing that wiped 
out the dinosaurs – is part of a just-

Artists, scientists warm to Arctic voyage

MEMORIES, from page 1

Beauty in decay for painter who 
captures unique mining facilities 
from Longyearbyen in abstact

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A peculiar 'non-place'
The following is an excerpt from "Persis-

tent Memories: Pyramiden – A Soviet Min-
ing Town in the High Arctic:"

"The Pyramiden that came into being 
during the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, and as 
witnessed today by surviving piles of materi-
al utterances, may be conceived as a peculiar 
Soviet version of the 'non-place' ... it denotes 
a place that is everywhere and nowhere..."

"Pyramiden started out as place; a small 
mining community that at least to some ex-
tent was sensitive to local conditions and the 
nature of place. However, during its heyday 
it was increasingly turned into a Soviet 'non-
place,' a site that denied or ignored its own 
location. The town square developed into a 
rigidly structured space of ideological per-
formance containing the obligatory Lenin 
monument, the Pyramiden/Trust Arcticugol 
monument, and the free-standing poster 
boards announcing the worker of the month, 
official information and production rates..."

"The Soviet version of Pyramiden, how-
ever, rested on an extensive regime of skilled 
management and surveillance that enabled it 
to perform despite its location..."

archaeology at the Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology. "It's kind of a narrow 
book, but there are many people internationally 
interested in it."

The 215-page book alternates between his-
torical and modern times, combing factual de-
tails of mining life in the town with analysis of 
political and sociological lessons contained in 
the ruins.

"Despite being a thoroughly modern com-
munity, there are few written records of every-
day life in Pyramiden," the co-authors write in 
their introduction. "Thus, in this sense at least, 
we were encountering what may be described 
as a 'pre-historic' society."

Perhaps, but there's little in "Persistent 
Memories'" narrative of Pyramiden's history 
that can't be found online or to varying degrees 
in numerous publications. Where the book en-
ters more unique territory is the observations 
of modern decay and reflections on their soci-
etal meaning.

The generally scholarly tone also gets a 
welcome break with a few tales of watching 
the community's decline during previous visits, 
plus a concluding story about an encounter 
with "The Last Man."
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Oct. 8-10

School autumn holiday.

Tango class. More information available 
at elise.stromseng@unis.no.

Oct. 10

11 a.m.: Baptism liturgy. Svalbard 
Church.

8 p.m.: Rolf Stange presents his book 
"Svalbardsommer: Fra Bjørnøya til 
Nordaustlandet 2010." Lecture is in 
Norwegian. Svalbard Museum.

Oct. 12

10 a.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 
room.

7 p.m.: Catholic mass and fireplace 
gathering. Svalbard Church.

Oct. 14

2 p.m.: Board for Culture and Leisure 
Authority meeting. Næringsbygget 1, 
Tundra room.

6 p.m.: Bydrift board meeting. 
Næringsbygget 2, Smutthullet room.

Oct. 15

9 a.m.: Control of Growing Enterprises 
Authority meeting. Næringsbygget 1, 
Tundra room.

Oct. 17

11 a.m.: Baptism liturgy, plus offerings 
for annual Norwegian telethon aid 
campaign.

Oct. 19

7 p.m: Discussion of "Tett på" ("Hands-
on") with Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, 
Longyearbyen Mayor Kjell Mork and 
Svalbard Museum Director Tora 
Hultgreen. Svalbard Church.

Oct. 21-24

Dark Season Blues. Full details at http://
blues. svalbard.com.

Oct. 25

6 p.m.: Guided tour of new 
Longyearbyen Cultural Center for 
organizations interested in using the 
facility.

the facility.

Oct. 26

10 a.m.: Administration Committee meeting. Næringsbygget 1, 
Tundra room.
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What's onlineThere's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Local board endorses 

lowering voting age
Longyearbyen will join other Norwe-

gian cities seeking to lower the voting age 
for local elections to 16 after the municipal 
board endorsed the proposal June 16.

"It is important to encourage young peo-
ple to more poli t ically active and 
conscious," a board declaration states. "This 
will lead to greater commitment to the polit-
ical issues that interest young people. More-
over, it is important to provide education 
about democracy and political systems in 
cooperation with the school and the local 
board. Such a scheme would create more 
politician confidence and trust, and thus also 
in the long term lead to increased new re-
cruitment in Longyearbyen government."

The test project will lower the voting 
age from 18 for council elections in 2011. 
The deadline for local governments to apply 
to Norway's Justice Department is July 1.

Austria sparked a movement among Eu-
ropean countries in 2007 by lowering the 
voting age to 16 for all elections. Germany, 
Slovenia and Switzerland have lowered the 
age on a limited basis.

Cultural center work 

now live via webcam
Construction of Longyearbyen's new 

cultural center can now be followed live via 
Web camera, according to an announcement 
today.

Still photos updated every minute offer 
a rooftop view of the city's main pedestrian 
walkway. The new center, scheduled for 
completion in October of 2010 as an addi-
tion to the current municipal building, is still 
in the excavation stage.

The camera is accessible by clicking the 
picture icon on the left side of municipality's 
home page at www.lokalstyre.no.

Briefly

Ecosystem generally healthy, 
but concerns about pollution 
and climate change raised

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 

news about Svalbard and the world's 

polar regions, plus extras for articles from 

the print edition. Among the latest news:

! Russia's pricey cleanup near Svalbard

! Arctic sea ice at third-lowest level ever

! Street-level views of Antarctica on Google

! Penguins once wore earth tones, no tux

Another eruption from Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull volcano halted 
all Svalbard air traffic this week as the ash cloud passed directly 
over the area, but the disruption was much less severe than a 
month ago when a blanket of ashes passed over mainland Norway 
and much of Europe.

About 70 people were stranded each way on passenger flights 
scheduled Wednesday between Longyearbyen and Tromsø, with 
Scandinavian Airlines rebooking them on regularly scheduled trips 
that resumed Thursday. (Note: Days reflect a delayed press time of 
noon May 20). 

Air ambulance and Svea mining flights that were suspended 

Yes, we love this country as it rises forth, 
rugged and weathered, but sometimes it'd be easi-
er to honor it with a little less weathering.

Birgitte Bossart, 13, is among the latest wom-
en to stand up and fight as if she were a man. But 
it was the elements rather than an invading army 
threatening to topple the flag as high winds con-
stantly threatened to knock it from her hands dur-
ing this year's Norwegian Constitution Day 
memorial salute Monday.

A midday human train marching through 
Longyearbyen's streets, ending with a salute at the 

The percentage of Norwegian students at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard dropped 14 percent in 2009 
due to a cost-saving reduction in courses offered, ac-
cording to the university's annual report.

UNIS finished the year with a 1.7 million kroner 
surplus, an increase in externally funded research 
projects, and numerous projects and events attracting 
international interest, the report posted Thursday at the 
university's Web site states. A total of 353 students 
completed courses, up from 334 in 2008, but 35 per-
cent of last year's students were from Norway com-

Gilles Reboisson says his fellow countrymen expect 
at least one good French meal during kayak expeditions 
in the remote wilds of the Arctic. That means porting a 
lot of groceries from home, but at least guides are spared 
the challenge of baking.

"The bread here is quite good for French people," he 
said. 

Reboisson, whose duties for Svalbard Nature range 
from marketing to guiding tours,  said this is a tough 
year with the company's five Svalbard employees down 
from nine a few years ago. But he said "Svalbard is 
gold" compared to other Arctic tours offered by his com-
pany in locations such as Greenland.

"For me it's the base in the Arctic because there is a 
lot of animals, glaciers and we can do a lot of kayaking 
because the weather is good," he said.

The toughest challenge among his many duties these 
days is collecting and making payments, Reboisson said.

"With the economic conditions it's hardest to get 
money from customers quickly," he said. That's compli-
cated by the fact nervous vendors want their money for 
services faster.

Another setback this year is the company can't offer 
its longest trips, to the northern tip of Spitsbergen be-

Simen Henriksen, center, and Inger-Johanne Mørk, right, perform a song from their debut CD 

"Snøstjerna" during a release party Friday at Barentz Pub as Kyrre Fledsberg, left, works the 

soundboard. Fledsberg also recorded and mixed the five-song album.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A painting from the 

exhibit "Store Norske," 

which debuts Thursday 

at Galleri Svalbard.

Youths learn studio differs from stage
SNØSTJERNA, from page 1
to operate the pub.

But managers weren't going to let a dispute 
spoil the party and Mørk said there's nothing 
wrong with bringing youths and adults into a 
setting with alcohol for special occasions 

"We wanted to have this concert for the 
whole town," she said. "We knew if we played 
it at the youth club than not as many adults 
would come."

About 75 people filled the room, and a 
couple dozen of their teenage peers erupted 
into a raucous cheers as Mørk and Henriksen 
entered the pub and took the stage. There was 
little evidence of any stage awkwardness from 
younger days and rougher sound 
stages. Both came dressed for 
show in distinctive ways, with 
Henriksen in a black shirt and tie, 
and Mørk wearing a leather cutoff 
jacket and plenty of jewelry.

After the half-hour show they 
spent about another 30 minutes 
signing what they said were the 
first autographs of their lives as 
the crowd snagged 78 of the 
1,000 first-edition copies of  "Snøstjerna."

The album opens with the bouncy "Fisken 
Pelle," about a fish forced to swim in the bath-
tub instead of the winter seas he longs for (its a 
popular singalong tune at their performances). 
The title track, which in English means "snow 
star," is a ballad shining light on a female of 
the species and how "all she wants is a 
friend ... a friend among all the thousands of 
snowmen."

"Apekatten Arne" is a tale opening with a 
monkey hiding in a tree from hungry lions. 
The album moves to personal pontification in 
"Alene" and concludes with fantasy in "Magic 
Wand," the only song with English lyrics.

Henriksen, 17, and Mørk, 16, are both past 
winners of Longyearbyen's annual cultural 
scholarship presented to a student for outstand-
ing achievement. They've performed exten-

sively as a duo in Svalbard and on the main-
land, but found going into the recording studio 
a new experience.

"At the start I thought it was going to be 
easy and then I was like 'oh, my god,'" Mørk 
said. "Sometimes we got it right, then we 
failed on one little thing and we would have to 
do it all again."

They recorded the album at Huset on 
weekends during a four-week span earlier this 
year, with sessions typically lasting four or five 
hours.

"Magic Wand" took the most time because 
"I was a bit sick when we started that song," 
while "Apekatten Arne" took the least because 

"it's a very easy song, very short," 
Mørk said.

They co-wrote all of the songs 
except "Magic Wand," written by 
Henriksen. Both perform on vocals 
throughout the album, with Henrik-
sen also playing piano. Other per-
formers include Nick Weiss-Fogh 
on bass and guitar, Glenn Karlsen 
on drums, and Liv Mari Schei on 
keyboards and background vocals.

Schei, who is the youths' music teacher and 
has recorded two acclaimed albums of her 
own, also provided studio performance advice, 
as did Kyrre Fledsberg, who recorded and 
mixed the album.

"They found out it's not as easy as just 
singing," Schei said, adding "hopefully they 
can make some money from this and do a full-
length CD."

"Snøstjerna" will be sold for 89 kroner at 
Svalbardbutikken and other stores, with digital 
sales through iTunes being considered. Henrik-
sen said they are also sending 100 copies to ra-
dio stations throughout Norway, hoping to get 
exposure through airplay.

More copies can be made if they sell out – 
and a way is found to pay for them.


