
In the eternal debate between artistic and 
commercial appeal, Jan Martin Berg is making 
a move toward the lat-
ter. But his new setting 
all but ensures no com-
promise of integrity.

Berg, 40, is the 
new manager at Galleri 
Svalbard, arriving this 
summer after many years working for the Art 
Museum of Northern Norway. He said while 
duties such as managing a budget and operat-
ing a cash register are new, one of the most  
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Odd Olsen Ingerø to head office 
after four-year absence; other 
new senior officials also coming

Briefly

Svalbard issues, ice sculpture 
get some notice at climate 
summit

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Sporløst Gikk Tiden" by Liv Mari Schei 

free at www.icepeople.net.
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Related: Cows 

eating grass 

may cut N2O 

emissions 

- Icepeople.net

See QUADRATION, page 3

An excavation team examines fossil samples 

during a two-and-a-half week dig at Janusfjellet 

in this image from one of four Web cameras 

broadcasting their work live at forskning.no. A 

“

”

Hunger gets them to take 

greater risks than they normally 

would.

- Jan Aars,

Norwegian Polar Institute

Free screening of two movies 
featuring Svalbard this Sunday 
bring end to Huset's long run

Hauntingly familiar: Watch a two-minute 

excerpt of the Svalbard portion of 

"Climate of Change" and other previews 

from the film free at www.icepeople.net.
Russians bring their song and 
dance act to town as longtime 
local diva heads for Tromsø 

A final 
fade after 
59 years

Art, mining icons 

return: Exhibition 

and reunion this 

week. Page 4.

See CURTAIN, page 2

Sixteen participants begin a 5.8-km run Saturday morning at the Svalbard Sailing Club in the first 

stage of the 2010 Quadration. Teams of up to three people are permitted for the four-sport race, 

but nearly all runners also completed the kayaking, bicycling and shooting stages.

See BERG, page 4

Managing to reap all of art's rewards
New Galleri Svalbard supervisor sees wealth of diversity in artists

Jan Martin Berg, new manager of Galleri 

Svalbard, helps a customer with a purchase.

In an era of mall multiplexes, 3D and just 
staying home streaming pirated new releases at 
www.freemoviesaddict.com, one undeniable 
thing about Huset is it delivers an old-fashion 
cinema experience.

The seats are decades old and the theater 
looks roughly the same as when it opened. But 
the movie screen will go dark for perhaps the 
final time after 59 years on Sunday so workers 
can begin moving equipment to Longyear-
byen's new cultural center, where screenings 
are scheduled to debut in December.

The finale at Huset is a free double feature 
of Svalbard-themed films beginning at 6 p.m. 
Roger Zahl Ødegård, the city's cultural advisor, 
said admission is on a first-come basis and rec-
ommends arriving early because the 200 avail-
able seats will likely fill quickly.

Despite Huset's landmark status, there 
aren't any ceremonial observances planned 
during the evening, Ødegård said.

"I guess people are so sad that we are clos-
ing that it's not necessary to say something," he 
said.

The movies to be shown are:
• "Når Lyset Kommer" ("When the Light 

Comes"), about an urban Netherlands girl who 
seeks a job in Svalbard and ends up having to 

Nobody seems to train for it, a good 
chunk of the time involves resting and eating,  
and a lot of folks don't seem sure of the route.

But don't call them slackers.
Eighteen competitors tested their en-

durance in a multitude of ways Saturday dur-
ing this year's Svalbard Quadration. The four-
stage race, which organizers and participants 
said they are unaware of elsewhere, includes a  
5.8-km run, 5-km kayak, 13.1-km bicycle and 
target shoot.

The race is the creation of Jørn Dybdahl, 
50, who started it in 1998 while working at 
The University Centre in Svalbard.

"I thought the students were lazy 
bastards, so I wanted to get them involved," 
he said with gruff good humor.

Why those four particular stages?
"It's my four favorite things," he said, 

adding he wanted a short run and long kayak 
because the latter is his best event. But despite 
shaping the race, he said he's always finished 
near the top without ever being the winner.

There's no prize for the victor and com-
petitors, despite giving all of their muscle 

Rising to the power of 4
Racers in unique Quadration 
run, kayak, bike and shoot for 
the glory of … well, not much
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UNIS students drill the permafrost in Greenland 

as part of a project examining nitrous oxide 

emissions in the Arctic. Photo by Bo Elberling.

Free concert by Swedish 

rock/jazz bassist Sunday 
Magnus Rosèn, a longtime bassist for the 

Swedish heavy-metal band HammerFall, wlll 
perform a free concert at 6 p.m. Sunday at 
Svalbard Church.

Rosen has also recorded two jazz albums 
as a solo artist and joined the band Revolution 
Renaissance last fall. In addition, he has toured 
South America, donating proceeds from solo 
performances to charity.

 

Passengers sue cruise 

company for injuries  
An Arctic cruise company is being sued by 

16 passengers injured when ice chunks from a 
Svalbard glacier smashed onto the deck of a 
luxury liner during a 2007 voyage.

Passengers on the Alexy Maryshev suffered 
head injuries, fractured ribs, and broken arms 
and legs as the vessel listed violently following 
the calving of the Hornbreen glacier. Many of 
the 48 travelers, all from the United Kingdom, 
said at the time they feared the ship was going 

to capsize as the vessel tipped at a 45-degree 
angle as it was hit by a 70-foot wave caused by 
ice chunks that also fell into the water.

Damage claims against the tour operator, 
Discover the World Ltd., of Banstead, Surrey, 
are expected to total millions of British 
pounds, according to the Telegraph of London. 
The company is denying liability for incident, 
which occurred when the vessel stopped near 
the glacier for passengers to take photos.

Poster about Arctic lake 

changes wins award 
A poster by a student at The University 

Centre in Svalbard detailing the physical and 
chemical changes in a high Arctic lake due to 
climate change won this year's poster prize at 
the International Society of Limnology 
Congress' gathering in Cape Town last month. 

Trine Holm, an external Ph.D. student 
from the University of Innsbruck in Austria, 
created the poster summarizing her analysis at 
Kongressvatnet, close to Kapp Linné, of 
changes during the past 50 years. Further work 
may detail results from the past 10,000 years.

Huset closes with local movies

Longyearbyen youths get a workout in a multitude of sports Monday as part of an 80th birthday 

celebration for Svalbard Turn at Svalbardhallen. The sports association, founded to offer 

organized activities such as soccer, gymnastics and shooting, now has nearly 600 members in 

23 groups. An adult celebration is scheduled Oct. 2 at Huset.

CURTAIN, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Lots of bounce at age 80

spend the winter in the lodge of an eccentric 
Norwegian hunter. The film received the large 
jury award in Rouen and the audience award at 
Tromso International Film Festival in 1999.

• "Orions Belte" ("Orion's Belt"), about 
three Norwegians on a cargo ship who discov-
er a Russian listening station in a Svalbard 
mountain cave during the Cold War and their 
subsequent attempt to escape at sea. The film 

won the Amanda Award for best Norwegian 
Film in 1985. Composers Geir Bøhren and 
Bent Åserud won the Amanda for best film 
music, and the Film Critics' Prize the same 
year.

Huset's sound equipment will be moved to 
the cultural center, but the projector will re-
main, possibly as a historic display.



Sightings of cats, banned 
since 1922, raise concerns  

Recent sightings of cats in Longyearbyen 
are being investigated by the Norwegian Food 
Safety Authority, which says violating a ban 
in effect since 1922 is a serious offense. The 
agency says rabies and the tapeworm parasite 
Echinococcus Multiliocularis can spread from 
animals to humans with fatal results. Dogs are 
permitted because they are easier to control 
and vaccinated at the city's expense. Cats, 
tame and wild, have been in Barentsburg since 
before the ban. The FSA is seeking to elimi-
nate their presence, but is working with offi-
cials there rather than demanding compliance.

Polar bear raids three cabins 
near Foxdalen seeking food 

A polar bear broke into at least three cab-
ins in the area between Mine 7 and Foxdalen, 
causing extensive damage as it searched for 
food, officials with the Svalbard governor's 
office said Friday. In one of the cabins the 
bear destroyed the kitchen, turning on an elec-
tric stovetop plate in the process. "It's abso-
lutely surreal to me," said Ragnheid Skogseth, 
the cabin's owner. "We talked about it yester-
day, that there has not previously been a bear 
in the cabins towards Foxdalen, so you have 
to be more aware storing food in the cabin." 
Officials are warning people not to seek out 
the bear for safety reasons and the animal's 
well-being.

Researcher fined 5,000 kr. for 
shooting bear at Hornsund  

A Polish researcher has been fined 5,000 
kroner for fatally shooting a 10-year-old polar 
bear disturbing a cabin July 8 at Hornsund. 
"The man had no intention of hitting the bear 
when he fired the shot, but explained that he 
wanted to scare the bear," said Deputy Gov. 
Lars Fause. He said the size of the fine is 
linked with the researcher's income and if a 
Longyearbyen resident made the same mis-
take the penalty would have been much more 
severe. The man did not immediately report 
the shooting, in violation of the governor's 
policy, with officials receiving word of a sick 
or injured bear in the area 11 days later. 

The animal was found 
dead a day later.tracking.ties of 
those in the cabin are being 
withheld pending an investiga-
tion, which may include 
charges of negligence.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen

Wednesday

Partly cloudy with a chance 

of snow. W winds at 2 km/h. 

High -1C (-1C wind chill), 

low -4C (-4C wind chill).

Thursday

Fair to partly cloudy. SE 

winds at 1 km/h. High 2C 

(2C wind chill), low -5C (-5C 

wind chill).

Friday

Cloudy. SW winds at 2 km/

h. High 0C (0C wind chill), 

low -1C (-1C wind chill).

Saturday

Cloudy. E winds at 3 km/h. 

High 0C (0C wind chill), low 

-1C (-1C wind chill).

Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy with light breezes, 0C (0C), -2C (-2C); Monday, cloudy with light breezes, 0C (0C), -1C (-1C); 

Tuesday, cloudy with light breezes, 0C (0C), -1C (-1C); Wednesday, cloudy with light breezes, -1C (-1C), -2C (-2C).

Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

“

”

That Russia does 

not fully share the 

Norwegian view of 

how the resources 

in the fish river 

zone around 

Svalbard are to be 

exercised has not 

led to a general 

increase in tension 

in the area.

- Grete Faremo,

defense minister

Travelers can't play golf be-
tween the runways and there's 
no danger of high tide washing 
planes off a sand runway into 
the sea. But it seems flying into 
Svalbard is just as weird.

Svalbard Airport is one of 
"The World's 18 Strangest Air-
ports," according to the current 
issue of Popular Mechanics. 
While other airports on the list 
are distinct for runways on steep 
slopes in the Alps and intersect-
ing with major city streets, Sval-
bard's is notorious for its north-
ern latitude and shifting soil.

"I never thought it was very 
strange," said Ole Rambech, the 
airport's manager. "This is a 
standard airport built to interna-
tional standards." 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Being where cell phones work 
should make things smoother this 
year. So will being near the fire de-
partment.

Concerts are closer to civiliza-
tion for the second annual Spits-
bergen Rock festival, but additions 
such as a rock cruise, tattoo artist 
and fire-breathing band will seek 
to shake things up with a different 
kind of wild. The festival features 
several pub performances May 27 
and 28, and a concert marathon on 
the shore by the sailing club May 
29.

"The bands are a mix of well-
known, popular bands and more 
up-and-coming ones," wrote Line 
V. Roksøy, one of the festival's or-
ganizers, in an e-mail interview. 
"Two of them sing in Norwegian. 

Store Norske may have 
lost hundreds of millions of 
kroner due to bad contracts 
with subcontractors, accord-
ing to a classified brokerage 
report obtained by a Norwe-
gian television station.

The findings prompted 
forceful reactions inside and 
outside the company, with 
renegotiation of ongoing 
deals pledged and opposition 

Charges filed in Store Norske case
A NASA satellite that spent seven years 

studying Earth's polar regions ended its suc-
cessful mission Monday by plunging back to 
Earth on purpose to burn up in the atmosphere.

Some debris from the Ice, Cloud, and land 
Elevation satellite – known as ICESat – fell 
into the Barents Sea north of Norway and Rus-
sia at approximately 5 a.m. EDT (0900 GMT) 
Monday, according to the Orbital Debris Pro-
gram Office at NASA's Johnson Space Center 
in Houston.

The agency lowered the orbit of ICESat in 
July and formally decommissioned the satellite 
in preparation for its re-entry into Earth's atmo-
sphere. But the craft's lasting legacy will be its 
impact on the understanding of ice sheet and 
sea ice dynamics, NASA officials said.

The ICESat mission has led to scientific 
advances in measuring changes in the mass of 
the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets, polar 
sea ice thickness, vegetation-canopy heights, 

Eivind Susort, left, Jørn Dybdahl, middle, and Christian Svarstad fire rifles at Longyearbyen's 

shooting range Saturday as part of the Quadration. Svarstad won the four-stage competition.

Grueling race doesn't sweat small stuff
QUADRATION, from page 1

Major changes are on Earth's 
horizon. The mystery is what will 
be around to see them.

An assessment with the omi-
nous phrase "extinction-level 
event" – the same thing that wiped 
out the dinosaurs – is part of a just-

groups a grueling workout, generally don't 
have the aura of endurance racing fanatics.

Matthew Waterston, 21, a UNIS student 
from Edinburgh, arrived at the starting line at 
the Svalbard Sailing Club in a green and blue 
kilt, and wearing "fun and frolics" face paint. 
He said he and a couple of friends entered after 
seeing a poster for the race five days earlier at 
the university.

"We haven't quite got all the gear and 
maybe a lack of kayak experience," he said.

The race can be completed with a team of 
up to three members, but Waterston said there 
was no thought about dividing stages. 

"I don't like doing something half-hearted. 
If I'm going to do something I want to do it 
myself."

All of the other racers except one three-
person team also chose to compete in all four 
stages. Getting to the finish line was about 
more than endurance, however, as some new-
comers to Svalbard were unclear about the 
route of the course during a pre-race briefing.

The easiest way to ensure finding the 
turnoff to the rifle range near the airport, they 
were told, was backtracking if they saw stables 
– but don't look for their occupants.

"Never use a horse as a landmark because 
they are moving," Dybdahl said.

The race is small and casual enough that 
monitors aren't posted along the route to ensure 
letter-of-the-law compliance. For that matter, 
logistics can be somewhat informal as well.

"We have one-and-a-half minutes to the 
start … actually, we don't have a start line yet," 
said Emma Johansson-Karlsson, an organizer 
who brought a hasty end to the briefing so she 
could scratch a quick line in the dirt.

The sailing club, which sponsors the race, 
provided free kayaks and food for those in 
need. Transitions between all but the shooting 
portion were at the club's facility, where there 
was a mandatory 15-minute rest period after 
the running and kayaking stages, allowing 
competitors to switch between land-based 
clothing and drysuits.

The first racer to make the subsequent up-
hill bicycle peddle to the shooting range was 
Eivind Susort, but he ultimately finished third 
after being penalized for missing a shot. He 
said the cycling affected his grip.

"Pushing the handlebars, it's hard on the 
muscles," he said.

The race was won by Christian Svarstad 
with a time of 1 hour, 34 minutes and 16 sec-
onds. Dybdahl yet again finished second, com-
ing in a mere five seconds later.



appealing aspects of the gallery is the range of 
artists working in the small on-site studios.

"It spans from domestic industry to what 
you would call fine art," he said. 
"That mixture is important."

"Imagine ten fine artists in 
there competing with each other. 
There just wouldn't be a market for 
that and I can imagine what the so-
cial climate would be like."

Berg worked for the Art Muse-
um of Northern Norway from 1996 
to 2008, with his duties including 
photographing collections for ex-
hibits and catalogues. He subse-
quently accepted a job compiling a 
photo database for SpareBank 1, 
which required visiting every city 
in Norway with one or more 
branches.

"The good side was I could go 
to even the most remote places, 
even one little northern region I 
never would have otherwise," he 
said.

Berg said he applied for the Galleri Sval-
bard job after his girlfriend saw an ad for the 
position.

"I thought I should be sufficiently quali-
fied so I should at least get ... another trip 

there," he said. But instead "they interviewed 
me in Oslo."

While the description of the job appealed 
to Berg's girlfriend, the reality of accepting it 

was more unsettling.
"My girlfriend freaked out on a 

small scale," he said. "She couldn't 
imagine being on her own with two 
kids (ages 1! and 4)."

The biggest adjustment from 
museum work is ensuring the 
gallery's collection appeals to visi-
tors, Berg said. That means a good 
number of Svalbard-oriented works 
such as polar bears and Arctic land-
scapes, since many customers want 
something not seen elsewhere. It 
also means more adherence to tradi-
tional mediums.

"Many people still hesitate 
buying a video work," he said. "You 
can't put it on your wall at home."

The exhibition schedule for the 
gallery, formerly managed by Elise 
Hannaas, is set through next March, 

after which Berg said those selected on his 
watch will be seen. He said that may seem a 
long time, but larger galleries typically plan at 
least two years in advance.

Long-ago artist, miners return
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Sept. 12

6 p.m.: Free movies to commemorate 
the end of 59 years of cinema at Huset.  
"Når Lyset Kommer" will show at 6 p.m. 
and "Orions Belte" at 7:20 p.m. See 
story on page 1 for more details.

6 p.m.: Concert by Magnus Rosèn, 
Swedish jazz and rock bassist. Svalbard 
Church. 

Sept. 13

10:15 a.m.: Environment and Industry 
Committee meeting. Næringsbygget 1, 
Tundra room.

Sept. 15

8 p.m.: Meeting to discuss opening of 
cultural center. Næringsbygget 2, 
Smutthullet room.

Sept. 16

2 p.m.: Board for Culture and Leisure 
Business Authority meeting. 
Næringsbygget 1, Tundra room.

6 p.m.: Board of City Operation Authority 
meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 
room.

Sept. 17

9 a.m.: Control of Growing Enterprises 
Authority meeting. Næringsbygget 2, 
Smutthullet room.

Sept. 21

7 p.m.: Local Board meeting. 
Lompensenteret, Mediateket.

Oct. 2-3

Gathering of invited participants to 
prepare for opening of new cultural 
center. Svalbardhallen. Begins at 10 a.m. 
Oct. 2.

Oct. 8-10

School autumn holiday.

Tango class. More information available 
at elise.stromseng@unis.no.

Oct. 12

10 a.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 
room.

What's up

What's onlineThere's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Local board endorses 

lowering voting age
Longyearbyen will join other Norwe-

gian cities seeking to lower the voting age 
for local elections to 16 after the municipal 
board endorsed the proposal June 16.

"It is important to encourage young peo-
ple to more poli t ically active and 
conscious," a board declaration states. "This 
will lead to greater commitment to the polit-
ical issues that interest young people. More-
over, it is important to provide education 
about democracy and political systems in 
cooperation with the school and the local 
board. Such a scheme would create more 
politician confidence and trust, and thus also 
in the long term lead to increased new re-
cruitment in Longyearbyen government."

The test project will lower the voting 
age from 18 for council elections in 2011. 
The deadline for local governments to apply 
to Norway's Justice Department is July 1.

Austria sparked a movement among Eu-
ropean countries in 2007 by lowering the 
voting age to 16 for all elections. Germany, 
Slovenia and Switzerland have lowered the 
age on a limited basis.

Cultural center work 

now live via webcam
Construction of Longyearbyen's new 

cultural center can now be followed live via 
Web camera, according to an announcement 
today.

Still photos updated every minute offer 
a rooftop view of the city's main pedestrian 
walkway. The new center, scheduled for 
completion in October of 2010 as an addi-
tion to the current municipal building, is still 
in the excavation stage.

The camera is accessible by clicking the 
picture icon on the left side of municipality's 
home page at www.lokalstyre.no.

Briefly

Ecosystem generally healthy, 
but concerns about pollution 
and climate change raised

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 

news about Svalbard and the world's 

polar regions, plus extras for articles from 

the print edition. Among the latest news:

! Fires, floods, food riots linked to climate

! Endangered whales flee Russia's oil sites 

! Scientists try fastest crossing of Antarctica

! New 787 jet arrives for tests in Svalbard

Another eruption from Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull volcano halted 
all Svalbard air traffic this week as the ash cloud passed directly 
over the area, but the disruption was much less severe than a 
month ago when a blanket of ashes passed over mainland Norway 
and much of Europe.

About 70 people were stranded each way on passenger flights 
scheduled Wednesday between Longyearbyen and Tromsø, with 
Scandinavian Airlines rebooking them on regularly scheduled trips 
that resumed Thursday. (Note: Days reflect a delayed press time of 
noon May 20). 

Air ambulance and Svea mining flights that were suspended 

Yes, we love this country as it rises forth, 
rugged and weathered, but sometimes it'd be easi-
er to honor it with a little less weathering.

Birgitte Bossart, 13, is among the latest wom-
en to stand up and fight as if she were a man. But 
it was the elements rather than an invading army 
threatening to topple the flag as high winds con-
stantly threatened to knock it from her hands dur-
ing this year's Norwegian Constitution Day 
memorial salute Monday.

A midday human train marching through 
Longyearbyen's streets, ending with a salute at the 

The percentage of Norwegian students at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard dropped 14 percent in 2009 
due to a cost-saving reduction in courses offered, ac-
cording to the university's annual report.

UNIS finished the year with a 1.7 million kroner 
surplus, an increase in externally funded research 
projects, and numerous projects and events attracting 
international interest, the report posted Thursday at the 
university's Web site states. A total of 353 students 
completed courses, up from 334 in 2008, but 35 per-
cent of last year's students were from Norway com-

Gilles Reboisson says his fellow countrymen expect 
at least one good French meal during kayak expeditions 
in the remote wilds of the Arctic. That means porting a 
lot of groceries from home, but at least guides are spared 
the challenge of baking.

"The bread here is quite good for French people," he 
said. 

Reboisson, whose duties for Svalbard Nature range 
from marketing to guiding tours,  said this is a tough 
year with the company's five Svalbard employees down 
from nine a few years ago. But he said "Svalbard is 
gold" compared to other Arctic tours offered by his com-
pany in locations such as Greenland.

"For me it's the base in the Arctic because there is a 
lot of animals, glaciers and we can do a lot of kayaking 
because the weather is good," he said.

The toughest challenge among his many duties these 
days is collecting and making payments, Reboisson said.

"With the economic conditions it's hardest to get 
money from customers quickly," he said. That's compli-
cated by the fact nervous vendors want their money for 
services faster.

Another setback this year is the company can't offer 
its longest trips, to the northern tip of Spitsbergen be-

Knut Lindvig, right, and Vasyl Vasylenko, read a list of winners of the Tyfus Statuette at the opening 

reception for an exhibition of Lindvig's paintings today at the Spitsbergen Hotel. The casting mold for 

the annual community service trophy of a hand holding a lump of coal was designed by Lindvig.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Gallery, new director share broad vision
BERG, from page 1

A painting from the 

exhibit "Store Norske," 

which debuts Thursday 

at Galleri Svalbard.

Two icons whose contributions help keep 
Longyearbyen healthy – one in spirit, the other 
in the wallet – return to town this week.

Knut Lindvig, designer of the casting tem-
plate for the Tyfus Statuette, will display about 
30 of his paintings in an exhibit at the Spitsber-
gen Hotel today through Friday. The statuette 
is presented annually to the local resident do-

ing the most to keep the city "out of typhus."
Lingvig, who worked as a mechanic in ad-

dition to his art, is making his first return to 
Svalbard since departing in 1991.

The exhibition, on display until Friday, is 
at the same time as the annual reunion for for-
mer Store Norske employees, who are staying 
at the hotel. About 40 former workers are ex-
pected, with activities including planning for a 
new mining museum and a visit to Svea.

Return of famed artist after 19 
years coincides with annual 
Store Norske retirees' reunion


