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Weather summary
Cloudy and cool w/ light winds this 
week; slightly warmer with rain at 
times early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See SHUTDOWN, page 8

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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Store Norske votes to end nearly all mining by next summer, only 100 of 270 workers likely to remain
SHUTDOWN!

See RETURN, page 6

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Store Norske plans to shut down virtually 
all mining operations and downsize all but 100 
employees by next summer following a meet-
ing of the company's board of directors this 
week.

"The downsizing will hit many hard," said 

Wenche Ravlo, the company's administrative 
director, in a prepared statement. "We must en-
sure that this happens as gently as possible."

The decision comes after a year-long crisis 
caused primarily by a collapse in coal prices, 
forcing the company to obtain a 500-million-
kroner bailout package from the Norwegian 
government this year to avoid bankruptcy. The 
assistance was supposed to ensure Store Norske 
could continue operating through 2016, but 

Researchers return to 'completely different' island 40 years later

Going Dutch
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE WAGENINGEN RESEARCH CENTER

Dutch biologists, left, examine marine life samples off the coast of Edgeøya while geologists, right, examine a deep meltwater channel in a glacier.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

When Ko de Korte, 72, first came to Sval-
bard to study birds in 1966, he and three fellow 
Dutch students knew they'd be dealing with 
lots of isolation and a need to be highly self-

dependent. Forty years later he was anything 
but alone during his observations, but there 
was still an element of isolation.

"Everyone's looking at their iPads," he 
said with a laugh.

SARAH DRESSCHER / RUG AC
Dutch researchers spend "13 hours taking soil 
samples in the cold," according to a participant.

Analysis: Is Store Norske in its death 
throes or forcing the government's hand?

icepeople.net



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Acknowledging most locals are probably in 
about as much of a mood for humor as they 
were after Utøya or 9/11 due to Store Norske 
seemingly going through its death throes this 
week, we nonetheless will lead off here with an 
item that my manage to make a few smile while 
serving as a reminder that – in the overall 
scheme of things – even though most of us are 
about to plunged into turmoil, we could be fac-
ing much, much worse. It seems if we really 
want a solution to our coal crisis, all we have 
to do is follow the lead of North Korea 
where, according to the official government 
news agency, "Coal Miners Boost Produc-
tion with Hatred against Warmongers." The 
article published last week by the Korean Cen-
tral News Agency declares "the coal miners in 
the DPRK have turned out in a campaign to 
boost production with the hatred against the 
south Korean puppet warmongers…Kim Hak 
Chol, a coal miner of the Toksan Coal Mine, 
told KCNA that he has carried out his daily 
quota by 200 percent in the spirit of mercilessly 
annihilating those warmongers." In short, when 
the government folks who now own Store 
Norske meet this week, their best bet is to dou-
ble down on Russia's annoying incursions on 
our turf, therefore escalating tensions and 
spurring Store Norske miners into a heated rage 
that triples production at no extra cost. Even 
with coal prices in the toilet, that kind of vol-
ume ought to ensure stability … For those look-

ing for a bit of real consolation, we're guessing 
in one of our online rants (tinyurl.com/opzqtcb) 
that while the cutbacks are almost certainly 
legit, it's not out of the question the company 
is announcing such drastic measures now in 
the hope of forcing the government's hand 
when it comes to their pledge of ensuring they 
preserve a strong Norwegian presence here … 
Finally, for a real bit of legit weirdness, anyone 
want to guess what the hell the photo above 
is about? Folks got a look at the watercraft 
during their Clean Up Svalbard cruise last 
month, which involved cleaning up trash along 
the coast. But the bubble-wrap boat wasn't their 
means of getting to shore – rather it was one of 
14 images in exhibit by Anne Percoco, a sculp-
tor from the United States, that was displayed 
on the ship during the cruise. And the raft is not 
actually bubble wrap, but plastic bottles meant 
to draw attention to the severe pollution prob-
lem in the rivers of India.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

'Broadly integrated into today's lifestyle': So 
says the plastic industry. Sea birds, 90 percent 
of whom have eaten the stuff, say that sucks.

'We still feel personally affected by it'

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

ANNE PERCOCO

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICE

SYSSELMANNEN
Father Pavel, left, presides over an Aug. 29 memorial ceremony on Operafjellet observing the 
anniversary of a 1996 plane crash that killed 141 people. Representatives of The Governor of 
Svalbard and the Russian Consul General were among those attending.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. Variable winds to 
15 km/h. High 0C (-3C wind 
chill), low -3C (7C wind chill).

Sunrise 3:42a; sunset 10:15p

Thursday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds 
to 18 km/h. High 0C (-3C wind 
chill), low -5C (-8C wind chill).

Sunrise 3:42a; sunset 10:04p

Saturday
Partly cloudy. SW winds to 22 
km/h. High 2C (-2C wind chill), 
low 0C (-4C wind chill).

Sunrise 4:02a; sunset 9:44p
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 3C (-1C), 0C (-4C), light 17:22h; Monday, cloudy, 4C (0C), 2C (-1C), light 17:04h; Tuesday, 
rain, 4C (1C), 2C (-2C), light 15:45h; Wednesday, cloudy, 4C (1C), 3C (0C), light 16:28h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 25 
km/h. High 1C (-3C wind chill), 
low -1C (-2C wind chill).

Sunrise 3:52a; sunset 9:54p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Svalbard's first major sewage 
plant debuts in Ny-Ålesund  

Svalbard's first major sewage treatment 
plant debuted during a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny this week in Ny-Ålesund. The 1.5-million-
kroner facility can process up to 10,000 liters 
of wastewater a day, which is projected as 
sufficient to meet the research's community's 
peak population of 200 residents. "The 
sewage was going straight into the fjord,"  
said Ole Øiseth, administrative director of 
Kings Bay AS, which is responsible for man-
agement of the settlement. "As a research 
spot, we cannot be proud with dropping 
sewage straight into the fjord." A smaller and 
older treatment plant exists at the Polish re-
search station in Hornsund. The Ny-Ålesund 
plant is the latest of several environmental- 
and energy-saving measures projects since 
2013 that have cost a total of between 12 mil-
lion and 15 million kroner, and reduced diesel 
consumption at the power plant by about 
200,000 liters

New radar near Mine 7 will 
'see' over the North Pole 

A new radar station being built on the 
Mine 7 mountain will be able to "see" over 
the North Pole when completed at the end of 
this year, according to those working on it. 
The facility is part of the SuperDARN radar 
(Super Dual Auroral Radar Network) global 
network that will study particles in the iono-
sphere. The network consists of more than 30 
installations worldwide, with the Mine 7 radar 
scheduled to be the first on Norwegian soil. 
"More specifically, the radar will investigate 
the speed and direction of the particles mov-
ing at an altitude of about 300 kilometers," 
said Lisa Baddeley, a project assistant and as-
sociate physics professor at The University 
Centre in Svalbard. "This stream of particles 
is related to how much energy is transferred 
from the sun to the Earth's upper atmosphere."

Hospital faces yellow peril
The city demanded Longyearbyen Hospi-

tal be painted blue. The doctors wanted to 
keep it yellow. The doctors won as The Uni-
versity Hospital of North Norway prevailed in 
an appeal to Longyearbyen's municipal gov-
ernment to reverse its earlier decision.

A female polar bear her year-old cub, top, are spotted by researchers during their count of the 
animals in northern Svalbard. At bottom right, the Norwegian Coast Guard's Svalbard icebreaker 
prepares for the return of a Super Puma search-and-rescue helicopter being used as part of the 
survey. At bottom right, biologist Tiago Marques searches for bears in a field of ice floes.

Down for the count
Researchers finish month-long 
polar bear census, but adding   
the numbers up will take time

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

ALL PHOTOS BY NICK COBBING / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

At this point they know it's a healthy count, 
but that has nothing to do with the actual num-
bers.

The first census of Svalbard's polar bears 
in 11 years ended Monday and, while they don't 
yet have an estimate of the population, one ear-
ly certainty is the animals appear to be doing 
well despite concerns raised by many about cli-
mate change endangering their feeding areas.

"This year we have actually seen many 
bears in very good condition, likely because sea 
ice formed early last autumn and disappeared 
late this summer/autumn in many key areas," 
wrote Jon Aars, a polar bear researcher for the 
Norwegian Polar Institute, which conducted the 
count, in an e-mail interview.

Coming up with an accurate estimate of 
the population is more complex than simply to-
taling up what participants spotted from ships 
and helicopters, he noted.

"We measure distances from flown lines 
out to observed bears, then we fit a curve that 
tells us how detectability vary with distance," 
Aars wrote. "We can then calculate bear densi-
ties. As we did not cover all areas at the ice 
edge well, due to bad weather, it will be a need 
for some alternative analyses (using telemetry 
data). This will take time, and I cannot say how 
many bears we will estimate there are now."

Recent estimates are vague, ranging from 
1,900 to 3,600 bears in the Norwegian and 
Russian areas of the Barents Sea. The survey 
was supposed to include a count on the Rus-
sian side, but officials there failed to authorize 
access before the scheduled start of the survey.

An official blog in English following the 
project is at tinyurl.com/ofb2jvb.
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Who's charting?

Rasmus Pedersen, a student 
from Denmark attending  the 

Tromsø Academy of 
Landscape and Territorial 

Studies, takes pictures of the 
ground near the coal pier in 
Longyearbyen. A total of 15 

students and teachers spent 
nine days in Svalbard taking 

note of the area's natural and 
man-made features on a micro 
and macro level that will serve 

as the basis for a map they 
plan to create this fall. While it 
will contain many features of a 

traditional map such as 
geography and infrastructure, it 

will be intended to provide 
intellectual rather than physical 

navigation. 
JANIKE KAMPEVOLD LARSEN

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Students trying to draw a whole 
new map of Svalbard by looking 
at everything through a new lens
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Lots of folks have won awards for their 
maps of Svalbard, including the Norwegian Po-
lar Institute for its online charts this week. So 
what kind of guidance are we supposed to expect 
from some newbie students who at this point 
have no idea what they're map will look like?

Spoiler: if their project was truly futile, we 
probably wouldn't be writing about it.

Ultimately, the seven students from Trom-
sø – and roughly as many instructors – are hop-
ing a map they plan to complete by December 
will show people a whole new path for navigat-
ing their way around Svalbard's natural features.

"We hope it can somehow shed light on 
kinds of synergies that are not obvious for ev-
erybody," said Janike Kampevold Larsen, one 
of the teachers at the Tromsø Academy of 

Landscape and Territorial Studies. "The scien-
tists work in their fields and the government 
works with whatever they do. We want to show 
the connection between the difficult fields."

What that connection or will look like is 
still unknown, even after the group completed 
its nine-day survey here this week.

"You don't ever know what the end project 
will be because that's far into the future," said 
Brona Keenan, a student from Drogheda, Ire-
land.

But they have discovered plenty showing 
the physical and psychological elements of set-
tled areas in past and present times.

Charlie Laverety, a student from Safety 
Beach, Australia, said Longyearbyen is "typical 
of a lot of towns built before cars in that it was 
built with the shoreline in mind." But unlike 
most such communities that face the shore be-
cause fishing is the primary industry, Longyear-
byen faces away from the shore due to mining.

Furthermore, participants said, modern 
planning seems haphazard compared to when 
the town was founded and locals sometimes see 

natural elements as obstacles to overcome.
"It's obvious the river is viewed as more of 

a problem to deal with than its value as a re-
source for the locals," said Eimear Tynan, a 
student from Castlebar, Ireland, noting the river 
is downplayed or even missing in many local 
maps.

The students – sometimes traveling in 
groups, sometimes alone – spent large amounts 
of time mapping features in small areas, such as 
covering 200 meters of shoreline in a few 
hours. But they also tried to travel as widely as 
possible during their relatively short stay, visit-
ing settlements such as Barentsburg and Pyra-
miden to compare the natural and man-made 
landscape to Longyearbyen.

Larsen said the map, whatever it looks like, 
will be published in print and electronic for-
mats, and she hopes it will be a tool for those 
trying to plan for sustainable management of a 
community undergoing rapid changes due to 
warming and other factors.

 she said. downplayed or even missing from maps
like many towns 
 she said.
1-"We were all going to the same places," she said. 

"Everybody has a different interest."
cultural heritage-trying to trace past activities at old-

est mine here. 

3-shorelines
typical of a lot of towns before cars build with shore-

line in mind, but unlike fishing facing away because of 
mining; not good or bad. "I'm not trying to fix it," he 
said.

4-tutor
"Our skill set is pretty broad because we're trained to 

have a view from the outside."

2-planning is haphazard compared to when town es-
tablished

3-"when we combine our different themes, – we call 
it a narrative – it highlights narratives you otherwise 
wouldn't see," he said.

would spend a few hours closely examining 200 me-
ters of shoreline.

trip to mine 7 allowed overview as well as study of 
rocks, as did drones.

3-"I think we adjust more than we stick to a plan," he 
said.

4-surprise was the usefulness of getting overhead 
landscape photos during flight here.

"Half of the group got window seats to take 
pictures," she said.

3-"I feel like I've visited Longyearbyen, but I've 
hardly seen anything in Svalbard," she said.

4-"Its obvious they paid attention to the astetics," she 
said.

wld like to be in ryamiden
3-"The first thing we've talked about is just making a 

large map…and then filling it in," he said.

they're really gd at visualling material, that's what we 
want to train them into now 

we asked them to make sections where two terrori-
ties rub sgainst each other 8Lnad/shore) (Moine/beyond) 
(bird site/surrounding), 

7 students; landscape arctircuture; 
why svalbard-the academy in trommsø its dedicated 

to the explostion of northern landscape terriroty
these are the area that are changed fasted right now 

and are incredibly charges because of the all the acitivites 
in the heavy industry (mining, oil)

how to sustainable manage
landscape articuture would be of enor impor if they 

start a new mine in the north somewhere.
who will use map-
what will it look like-paper and electric; it will not 

be a usual map in any way. not orientation
lk at pipe infrasturue.
its an interesting place arch bec so planned and so 

anto and yet sorr by ths wilderness that's so oblific
we kind of look at that friction bewtween the man-

made and the natural

Students and teachers from the Tromsø Academy of Landscape and Territorial Studies, left, descend the mountain where Mine 7 is located as they 
examine the geological features and get an overview of Adventdalen. At right, a student prepares to launch a drone to take pictures near a mine. 

JANIKE KAMPEVOLD LARSEN



Page 5September 1, 2015

Sobering adventure
EXCAVATE from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A sailboat guided by participants in the Veien Ut program, left, navigates choppy waters during a voyage in Svalbard. At right, members of program 
participating in a three-month outdoor expedition in various parts of northern Norway celebrate reaching the face of a glacier.

Recovering drug addicts turn Svalbard into ultimate rehab facility during extended outdoor expedition

COURTESY OF VEIEN UT

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

An extended expedition in Svalbard is chal-
lenging enough without the complications such 
as drug withdrawal symptoms. But Raymond 
Tollefsen said it's one place he knows he's safe 
from the most deadly threat to his well-being.

"The times I've been clean for a couple of 
months I also used the wilderness because I 
couldn't stay clean in town," he said.

Tollefsen, 42, a Svelvik resident, said he 
has been a drug addict almost continuously 
since he was 10. Now clean for three years, he's 
helping guide and organize a three-month 
wilderness expedition exploring various parts 
of Norway, including a two-week voyage in 
Svalbard, as part of the Veien Ut program.

Like other groups on extended trips, they 

train for the extreme conditions, meticulously 
plan details such as what food and gear to 
bring, and take turns on polar bear guard duty. 
Unlike other groups, there's no beer in the 
evenings and the chatter is frequently light on 
laughs.

"We sit in groups and share," Tollefsen 
said. "We talk about guilt and share, and be 
honest with each other."

"There's a lot of tears."
And while just staying alive in the remote 

areas of Svalbard would seemingly demand all 
of a person's attention, Tollefsen said that actu-
ally works in favor of many dealing with recov-
ery from addiction.

"That's the perfect defocus when you have 
to master the nature and the elements," he said.

In fact, a relapse by some members oc-

curred during a stopover in Tromsø, an addition 
after last year's inaugural wilderness trip meant 
to give participants a bit of a break.

"Three of them didn't come back," Tollef-
sen said. "They started drinking, they started 
shooting up and then they started having sex."

They were found the next day, broke and 
broken down, and are still participating in the 
trip. 

"We don't give up on anyone," Tollefsen 
said.

The group is scheduled to return to 
Longyearbyen in mid-September, where they 
will be greeted by friends and family in a cele-
bration marking the end of the three-month out-
ing.

have to declare on camera 
want to be an addict.

said he started drinking 
when 10, father drank after di-
voce but not sure that's cause

started stealing pills, doing 
hash, pricipal caught

"The only thing that taught 
me was not to get caught," hes 
aid.

been using drugs for 30 
years

"Ive been to jail many 
times," he said. "I've been 
broke many times. My mother 
s h u t m e o u t , t h e n m y 
daughter."

thrid year in program

Raymond Tollefsen, right, prepares to help a fellow recovering drug addict onto an ice floe as a tour boat approaches it last week in Svalbard.

COURTESY OF VEIEN UT
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Familiar site, strange sights
At left, Paul de Groot, Eric Flipse, Ko de Korte and Piet Oosterveld brave the elements while spending the winter of 1968-69 at a research station on 
Edgeøya At right, Korte, center, discusses changes on the island this summer with Oosterveld and Groot, the other surviving members of the expedition.

NOS

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Mining decision 
sought next week

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4648 or e-mail marksabbatini@ yahoo.com

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

CRISIS, from page 1

Korte, now an Arctic programs consultant 
for Oceanwide Expeditions, was essentially a 
tribal elder during a large-scale return by the 
Dutch to Edgeøya to see how things have 
changed since he spent three years there during 
the late 1960s, including overwintering in 
1968-69. About 55 researchers and roughly an 
equal number of tourists explored the island 
and its waters from Aug. 19 to 28 in what is be-
lieved to be the largest-ever Dutch expedition 
in the polar regions. 

He said there are vast overall changes, such 
as previously lush areas now devoid of vegeta-

tion, as well as smaller ones involving the gull 
colonies he observed.

"I found they're breeding one week earlier," 
he said, adding he doesn't yet know why.

One huge human-related change is that, de-
spite far more footprints from people on the is-
land, there are far more polar bears than during 
the 1960s, Korte said.

"At that time there was enormous hunting," 
he said.

Back then he and his companions were 
trapping the bears, often with snares, in order to 
study them. This year, of course, "we don't give 
them the change to react because we stay so far 

away."
Korte also shot numerous birds during his 

studies in the 1960s to see what they ate, and 
the men's diet was carefully rationed with set 
meal times. Now preservation of wildlife and 
the environment is carefully regulated, while 
people are free to indulge in a culinary free-for-
all aboard the cruise ship that brought them to 
Edgeøya.

"The food then tasted better," Korte said. 
"Quality and taste is subjective. We were very 
hungry. We were physically very active."

Korte found himself accompanied by about 
20 researchers and tourists during his outings 
this summer to observe the gulls, but he said 
the companionship wasn't unwelcome.

"It was stimulating because those tourists 
had to adapt," he said. "It gave a zeal to the trip."

Another advantage: "I felt kind of a relief I 
didn't have to make so many notes as I did in 
the past."

The next step for the scientists will be ana-
lyzing the data, an intensive process in both the 
short and long term. Annette Scheepstra, one of 
the trip's organizers and guides, said re-
searchers from The Netherlands have been 
coming to Svalbard almost every year since 
2007, but this year's long-planned expedition 
still resulted in surprising findings.

"They expected a change, but what they 
didn't expect was that it would be completely 
different," she said.

Scheepstra said they hope to keep visiting 
the island in future years, but in something a bit 
more reminiscent of the old days, with fewer 
participants staying for a longer time doing 
more detailed research.

Blogs, videos and other information about 
the expedition are available at http://sees.nl.

RETURN, from page 1

ERIC FILPSE
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Sept. 2
6 p.m.: Movie: "Bølgen," Norwegian 
catastrophe, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 5
Noon: Quadration individual/relay race, 
combining 5K kayaking, 13K cycling, 
target shooting and 6K run. Starts at 
Svalbard Sailing Club.
Sept. 6
5 p.m.: Movie: "Karsten og Petra På 
Safari," Norwegian children's film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Trainwreck," U.S. 
comedy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 7
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 9
6 p.m.: Movie: "Hitman: Agent 47," U.S. 
action/thriller, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 12
1 p.m.: National photographic 
pilgrimage, where participants 
competing for local and national prizes 
compile a portfolio during a walks 
through the community. UNIS. Details at 
www.foto78.no.
Sept. 13
5 p.m.: Movie: "Karsten og Petra På 
Safari," Norwegian children's film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "A Night in Berlin," 
German drama/thriller, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 14
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 16
6 p.m.: Movie: "Vacation," U.S. comedy, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 20
7 p.m.: Movie: "Wendyeffekten," 
Norwegian comedy, no limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Syrian refugees reach Europe via Arctic
● Sea level rises 6.25 cm since 1992
● Shell's anti-pollution Arctic oil gear faulty
● Bears trap Russians in research facility

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Mass layoffs will hit all hard 
Store Norske's Mine 7, about 10 kilometers from Longyearbyen looking over Advendalen, will be the 
company's only mine in operation by next summer after a mass downsizing announced this week.

Hundreds of Longyearbyen 
residents, visitors left high and 
dry Sunday by damaged pipe

SHUTDOWN, from page 1

STORE NORSKE

Ravlo said a continuing decline in prices is 
forcing the board to take quicker action.

"The market is simply not with us and that 
is something we cannot control," she told 
NRK.

The company has about 270 employees 
following two rounds of downsizing during the 
past two years from an original staff of about 
400.

The company's board decided it is not eco-
nomically viable to resume operation at the 
Lunckefjell, which was shut down due to the 
crisis, and plans to suspend operations there 
and at Svea for three years. The only produc-
tion planned is at Mine 7, which represents a 
tiny fraction of the company's usual output, al-
though production at the mine will be doubled 
initially. If operations at the mine return to nor-
mal levels, an additional 50 employees will 
lose their jobs.

"With the amount invested in the Lunckef-
jell mine and the infrastructure at Svea we want 
to keep the possibility of further operations 
open," Ravlo said in the company's statement. 
"We will therefore enter into a dialogue with 
the owner about the operational pause, includ-
ing the capital requirement related to this."

The Norwegian government, as a condition 
of its assistance package, assumed full owner-
ship of Store Norske by acquiring all the com-
pany's property and infrastructure, plus the 
small percentage of shares held by private in-
vestors. The Ministry of Trade, Industry and 
Fisheries' board is scheduled to meet Friday to 
discuss Store Norske's decision.

The drastic cuts in staff and operations will 
have major repercussions for Longyearbyen, 
with the company estimating about 280 full-
time jobs will be lost when associated indus-
tries are factored in. Those who are still work-
ing in Longyearbyen are also likely to pay the 
price in the form of higher fees for basic ser-
vices and a possible reduction of some services 
such as flights.

"Things are going to be much more expen-
sive for everybody," said Ronny Brunvoll, di-
rector of Visit Svalbard.

He said it will also change the makeup of 
the community because the workforce will be 
less diverse.

"If you're a couple coming up here, you're 
lucky if both of you want to work in research 
or tourism," he said.


