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Weather summary
Mostly cloudy and rainy at times, w/
moderate winds, mild days and 
temperatures near freezing.  

Full forecast page 3
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center the latest "alternative" business
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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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BBC EARTH
Alex Pilditch teachers tourists the basics of snowmobiling in the debut episode of the BBC Earth reality TV series "Svalbard: Life on the Edge." 

An "L.A. crime reporter" busts the FBI for 
leaving behind a flip-flop on foreign soil.

KJERSTiN ASKHOLT / SYSSELMANNEN

Ambassadors of the ocean
What on Earth makes Swiss sailors leave the comfort of their lakes to plow the icy waves of Svalbard?

Participants of the Spitzberg 2016 cruise prepare 
the Knut for departure from Longyearbyen.

Locals praise first two episodes of new BBC 'docu-soap,’ worry about the next showing avalanche

See PREMIER, page 13

https://us-
mg6.mail.yahoo.c
om/neo/
launch?.rand=epm
v8hf4ja5bp#

Show far, show good
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Many people said it was better than they 

expected. Nobody hated it – although some 
found the ending of Episode Two unsettling. 
And there is considerable anxiety about what 

the world will see in Episode Three.
Several hundred Longyearbyen residents 

By MARION PRUDHON
Staff writer

A few years ago, a Swiss couple, engraver 
Mélina Repond and photographer Benjamin 
Ruffieux bought a sailing boat. Her name, 
Knut, predestined her to make a journey anoth-
er Knut will never do: leaving the inappropri-
ately temperate and noisy European continent 
for the welcoming cold and quiet shores of 
Svalbard.

On the refurbished vessel, the couple orga-
nizes socio-educational trips: one can learn 
about sailing, about the sea, about living to-

gether. Great lessons about one's own limits, 
one's place on a team and the insignificance of 
humans in the bigger picture – especially when 
on the sea – that should lead to modesty and re-
spect toward the universe.

"Covering 70 percent of the planet's sur-
face, it is something, it is almost all," the cou-
ple notes at their website (maremotrice.ch/fr/
art). "At those times when human beings are 
wondering about their place on Earth, it is in-
teresting for them to turn to where they come 
from: the Ocean." 

COURTESY OF SPITZBERG 2016



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Since we're all about "Svalbard on screen" 
this week (stupid editor and his insatiable 
ego…grumble, grumble), the trolls writing this 
under duress while locked in a dungeon are 
highlighting the new reality series about this 
place that's really revealing. Viky Viktoria 
stars in "Stranded in Svalbard" (our title), 
which follows her adventures and misadven-
tures after her husband departs for their 
home in Switzerland and she gets left behind 
(you'll have to watch at tinyurl.com/grqfhx6 to 
find out why). So she gets around the archipela-
go, so to speak, using a combination of beauty 
and brains. In one provocative scene (WARN-
ING: SPOILER AHEAD) we see how a tight 
white t-shirt and big boobs leads to a wild and 
wet time with a stranger who knows how to 
make waves. Get exposed to the whole thing at 
tinyurl.com/hc98jqg…And since that "other" 
new reality show gets a bit gaga about guns, a 
group called Radical Firearms that's based in 
Texas (of course) is looking for folks to review 
rifles best-suited for their effort to give cops as 
many guns with as much firepower as possible. 
Pick any off-the-shelf or custom weapon you 
like They'll even provide the ammunition. They 
also provided a sample review for those a bit 

short on mental firepower: "Review of 
RF-10LH to test reliability, and accuracy under 
reasonable operating conditions.” Should it be-
come necessary, this could then be used to con-
tradict spurious claims the rifle was guaranteed 
to be a “…select fire RF Tier 1 suitable for 
use hunting submerged polar bears in the 
Svalbard Archipelago.” Of course, if that's 
how you're using the weapon the last thing you 
probably want to encounter is one or more real-
ly well-armed cops. But since Svalbard obvi-
ously is full of folks familiar with weapons for 
the such purposes, feel free to submit your re-
view to tinyurl.com/hxqa52f.

England's bitterest man, http://agendamagasin.no/artikler/
englands-sureste-mann/

If we Norwegians do not fully appreciate Waugh, the 
feeling at least mutual. His ridicule is not confined to distant 
peoples and climes, as in Remote Peopl e (1931) or A Tourist 
in Africa (1960), but shared equally well on Scandinavians.

After a trip to Bergen, Tromsø and Svalbard in 1934, he 
concluded: "I do not like Norwegians at all. The sun never 
sets, bars never open and the whole country smells herring. 
"He did not major inspiration in our part of the world than 
that it kept to a short article, Fiasco in the Arctic. 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

A good time for dead audience jokes

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

This show's a huge bust: But there's no 
denying the main character offers plenty of 
titillating entertainment. 

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

VIKY VIKTORIA

SCREENCAP FROM VIDEO BY STAVANGER AFTENBLAD
Mad scientists again plan yet again for the end of the world as we know it with their latest scheme 
involving the Doomsday Vault. The beakers are busting their brains to figure out which "seeds" of 
humor should be deposited alongside the vegetable matter, zombies and space aliens currently 
residing there. Fortunately, they probably won't get away with it since they chose a lousy secret 
hideout: Rogaland Theatre. Which means the scheme known as "Nerds" is being observed by 
random members of the public who wander in, some of whom are revealing details and even 
some confusing video snippets of the diabolical plot (at tinyurl.com/z5f7msc). Then again, maybe 
the scientists aren't that stupid after all: among the disclosures is those who dare spy on the 
meetings are being used as lab rats for testing the seedy conspiracy.



Page 3August 30, 2016

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. Variable winds to 18 km/
h. High 3C (1C wind chill), low 
2C (0C wind chill).

Sunrise: 3:28a; sunset: 10:18p 

Thursday
Rain. Variable winds to 25 km/
h. High 5C (2C wind chill), low 
2C (-2C wind chill).

Sunrise: 3:39a; sunset: 10:07p 

Saturday
Rain. N winds to 32 km/h. 
High 4C (1C wind chill), low 
0C (-5C wind chill).

Sunrise: 4:00a; sunset: 9:46p
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 3C (-1C), 1C (-2C), light 17:27h; Monday, cloudy, 4C (1C), 2C (-1C), light 17:08h; Tuesday, 
cloudy, 5C (2C), 2C (-2C), light 16:50h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 4C (2C), 1C (-2C), light 16:32h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. SE winds to 39 km/h. 
High 4C (2C wind chill), low 
2C (-2C wind chill).

Sunrise: 3:50a; sunset: 9:56p 

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Remembering the crash on 
Operafjellet 20 years ago 

The weather matched the mood as fog and 
wind engulfed Operafjellet on Monday as about 
15 Norwegians and Russians gathered for a 
memorial stemming from one of Norway's 
worst tragedies. "Today it is exactly 20 years 
ago a Russian airliner crashed on Operafjellet," 
said Russian Consul General Vjatsjeslav Niko-
lajev. "On board the plane were shift workers 
from Trust Artikugol, many on their way back 
from vacation and full of the joy about going 
to families and friends again, but fate decided 
otherwise. In an instant, the lives of all 141 
were swept away." He laid a wreath at the 
crash site and Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt 
noted everyone living in Svalbard suffered 
from the tragedy. "It is my fervent wish that 
such a thing will never happen again," she 
said. The  Tupolev 154 crashed at 10:22 a.m. 
Aug. 29, 2006, during its approach to Sval-
bard Airport. The accident was attributed to a 
series of small navigational errors that result-
ed in the plane to be nearly four kilometers off 
course from its intended line of approach. 
Norwegian rescuers who reached the crash site 
about two hours later quickly determined there 
were no survivors. It remains the deadliest 
plane crash in Norway's history. 

Parents of avalanche victim 
seek damages for negligence 

The parents of a two-year-old girl killed in 
the avalanche last Dec. 19 are taking legal ac-
tion against Store Norske and Longyearbyen's 
municipal government, accusing both of gross 
negligence. Kim Rune Rokenes and Pia 
Sivertsen. the parents of Nikoline Rokenes, 
say the city received several reports dating 
from 1992 warning about the avalanche risk 
in the housing area where the slide hit. They 
also assert Store Norske is liable as the owner 
of the property.

Hemlock's visual twin among 
three invasive plant species 
threatening native greenery

Paul Lutnæs and Knut Fossum, advisors to Svalbard's governor on environmental and conservation 
matters, dig up a dooryard dock outside the governor's office earlier this month.The plant is native to 
much of Europe, including mainland Norway, but a warming climate is allowing to spread to Svalbard.

TERJE CARLSEN / SYSSELMANNEN

Don't have a cow
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It may not be the poison of Socrates, but it 
might as well be as far as the local plants are 
concerned.

A plant in Barentsburg known as a cow 
parsley – a near-visual twin of Hemlock – was 
one of three alien species removed in recent 
days by environmental and conservation advi-
sors for The Governor of Svalbard. The offi-
cials also found a dooryard dock outside the 
governor's office and a meadow buttercup at 
Longyearbyen Kindergarten.

"Cow parsley, dooryard dock and meadow 
buttercup are alien species that can displace na-
tive species and alter local ecosystems," wrote 
Knut Fossum, the governor's senior environ-
mental advisor, in a statement detailing the re-
movals. "Therefore the governor wants to re-
move them before they become a problem."

Invasive species of all types – plants, fish, 

birds and others – are a growing problem due to 
climate change, and in some cases have already 
displaced a large percentage of specific native 
species. Government and tourism officials have 
tried for years to prevent or limit new plant 
species by warning travelers to clean their 
shoes before arriving to avoid inadvertently 
bringing seeds. Seeds are also transported to 
new areas by natural elements such as wind and 
birds.

The governor's office has in recent years 
also worked with Trust Artikugol, a Russian 
state-owned company responsible for manage-
ment of Barentsburg, to control the presence of 
cow parsley in the Russian settlement. Two 
large sacks of the plants were removed in 2013 
and two individual plants were removed last 
year before the discovery of another this year.

The governor is developing a plan to com-
bat alien plant and animal species that focuses 
both of preventing their arrival and controlling 
the ones already here, Fossum noted, adding a 
survey of alien plant species in Longyearbyen 
was completed this summer.

SYSSELMANNEN

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



A now 25-year-old female polar bear is observed with three cubs in the spring of 2015. One cub remains alive and continues to be seen with its mother.

Page 4 August 30, 2016

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Time to give mom a name
JON AARS / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If she's going to keep dropping by the 
neighborhood we might as well become ac-
quainted on a first-name basis.

A 25-year-old mother polar bear that has 
made repeated visits to areas near Longyear-
byen with her cubs in recent years was back 
gain on Tuesday. She and her cub roamed  the 
cabin area at Hiorthhamn across the channel for 
several hours before being chased away by offi-
cials using a boat and helicopter, according to 
the Governor of Svalbard.

“We are afraid that they are going to start 
getting used to residing in and around the cabin 
areas,” said Gov. Kjerstin Askholt in a prepared 
statement on her official website. “Together 
with the Norwegian Polar Institute, we have de-
cided that we should give them an unpleasant 
experience for being close to the cabins.”

But while the two bears have caused trouble 
for some Longyearbyen residents – including 
trapping a couple in their cabin for four days and 
forcing an archaeological expedition to flee as 
the animals ransacked both locations –  plenty 
of locals say it's time to give the now-familiar 
mother bear (and perhaps her cub) a name.

"I suggest we run a naming competition," 
wrote Eivind Trondsen, an operations engineer 
at Kongsberg Satellite Services, on the "Ros & 
Info Longyearbyen" Facebook page. "Please 

give your suggestions and then we finish with a 
poll between the most popular alternatives."

The subsequent poll (at tinyurl.com/
hqw7bqk), based on about 50 responses to the 
original post, features eight finalists – four that 
name both bears, four naming only one). Three 
pairs of names are dominating early voting:  
"Mamsen & Lillegutt," "Bonny and Clyde," 
and "Weissbear & Stout."

The mother bear was first observed and 
tagged by researchers at the Norwegian Polar 
Institute six years ago. Her trips along the coast 
of west Spitsbergen are part of an annual mi-
gration path that takes her to the northern part 
of Svalbard and back. The cub is one of three 
that survived from her most recent litter.

Longyearbyen votes on names 
for mother polar bear and cub 
making frequent visits near town 



Power plugged

Page 5August 30, 2016

Thomas Beka, a physicist at The University of Tromsø - The Arctic University of Norway, collects geothermal data from a site near Longyearbyen.
PRIVATE

See ELECTRICITY, page 6

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Reality check: Longyearbyen isn't going to 
stop burning coal for power during the next 
year. Or ten. Or maybe even the 25 that repre-
sents the existing power plant's life expectancy.

But a lot of hot air is being generated by 
those wondering what's eventually next.

Plugging in a long extension cable to the 
mainland? An underground hot tub gathering to 
stay warm? Having folks apply liberal amounts 
of sun screens?

Members of Parliament will debate all of 
that and more this fall, taking their cues from 
ministry officials, researchers, local politicians, 
environmental activists and others participating 
in often-charged discussions about that aspect 
of the town's future after coal mining.

And while the idea of cleaner energy in the 
pristine Arctic archipelago might be what's 
sexy in the discussions, ultimately the practical 
issues are about money.

How will the enormous costs of a new 
power system be funded? How efficient and 
costly will they be on a long-term basis? And if 
various local places start implementing alterna-
tive energy sources in significant amounts in 
the meantime, how does the city deal with few-
er residents paying the same fixed costs of the 
current coal-fired plant?

"The global coal market is in free fall," 
said Runa Haug Khoury, a senior advisor for 
the environmental organization Bellona, in an 
interview with NRK. "That alone fuels the de-
bate  about how to supply Svalbard with energy 
in the years ahead. One has to take the cost of 

Pilot turned on
Norway keeps eye on Svalbard 
Airport as new solar panels 
installed just before sunset

See PANELS, page 6

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Logic might suggest that if you're doing a 
trial project testing the practicality of solar 

cells it's not a great idea to install them shortly 
before you're plunged into total darkness for a 
few months.

But Svalbard Airport Manager Morten 
Ulsnes said the pilot project using 56 panels 
that were "switched" on last Friday isn't just 
about testing their energy efficiency.

Proposals from solar panels to an extension cable to the mainland debated as alternatives to coal

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Morten Ulsnes explains how 32 solar panels are secured as a group to the roof of Svalbard Airport.



There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Powerful to debate power

18.5 kW out of 1M? It's a start
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Helge Karlsen, center, and Emil Nilsen install a 
screen near the baggage claim of area of 
Svalbard Airport that will show how much power 
is being generated by a new set of solar panels.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

ELECTRICITY, from page 1

PANELS, from page 1

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Lars Wiggen, left, an employee at Longyearbyen's power plant, shows local residents a piece of from a conveyor belt during a tour of the facility in May.

"We need to see how well they can with-
stand winter," he said.

The panels – 32 on the roof of the main ter-
minal and 24 on the south wall of the building 
(the runway side in easy view of arriving pas-
sengers) – are attached to each other with steel 
beams to prevent individual panels from being 
blown off by high winds.

A maximum of about 18.5 kilowatts of 
power can be generated by the panels, a minus-
cule fraction of the one million kilowatts the 
airport needs at its peak, Ulsnes said. But he 
said it possible – in theory – the airport could 
run entirely off solar power during certain 
times of the year.

"This is theoretically during the summer –
 24 hours of daylight, covering all the roofs 
with solar panels – that we could be self suffi-
cient, but that's far into the future," he said.

The airport is also working on other power 
conservation measures, including installing 
LED lights along the runway and elsewhere 
throughout the facility.

The 300,000-kroner cost of the solar panel 
project was financed with a grant from the 
Svalbard Environmental Projection Fund. Ul-
snes said airport officials sought the funding 
following another trial project last year.

"We started a year ago at one of our navi-
gation sites on a mountain close to Pyramiden," 
he said. "We have had a very good experience 
with that small site there."

The results are being monitored by Avinor, 
a state-owned company responsible for manag-
ing Norway's major airports, to determine if so-
lar panels are worth installing elsewhere. Pan-
els are also being tested at Stavanger Airport.

that one way or another and there is an urgent 
need now to assess what options you want to go 
for."

Khoury was among those attended the an-
nual week-long Arendalsuka conference in 
mid-August in Oslo. Future power sources for 
Svalbard was a major topic on the agenda, but 
there was hardly a consensus about the best sin-
gle source – or if there should be one.

"One can imagine that we can produce en-
ergy in Svalbard during the summer using the 
sun and import energy during the winter 
through a power cable from the mainland," said 
Trine Skei Grande, head of Norway's Liberal 
Party, told the news network. "That is a large 
and expensive project, but it must be seen in 
connection with what we want in electricity 

platforms that are on the way. It's an exciting 
thought which also reduces emissions in the oil 
industry, which is very important."

Another potential source is geothermal en-
ergy. Among those studying the possibility is 
Thomas Beka, a physicist at The University of 
Tromsø - The Arctic University of Norway, 
who collected data from 80 sites in central and 
northwestern part of Spitsbergen between 2013 
and 2015

"Our new data indicate geothermal re-
sources in multiple locations," he told the sci-
ence website forskning.no. "Among other 
things, we found that Brøggerhalvøya and Ad-
ventdalen could be promising for utilization of 
thermal energy."

The discussion about power in Parliament 
will be part of a larger debate about Svalbard's 

future as politicians evaluate the recommenda-
tion in a revised "white paper" for the 
archipelago released earlier this year. The pa-
per – which outlines policy goals for Svalbard, 
based on input from various ministries local of-
ficials – was updated to the near-total shot 
down of Store Norske's coal mining. As with 
electricity, a diversity of non-coal sources is 
emphasized when it comes to replacement in-
dustries.

Grande is meeting with Longyearbyen res-
idents and leaders this week to discuss the 
white paper, but she told Svalbardposten that 
despite many suggestions from locals about fu-
ture power supplies a considerable amount of 
evaluation remains to be done.

"That the message was so negligent in saying some-
thing about the energy situation was also my first reaction," 
she said. "But then it is not possible to have an answer 
now; first we need to have the most comprehensive possi-
ble possible. We can't decide on a way to do this now."

, says Skei Grande.uation remains to be done.



Caricatures of Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, left, taxi driver Wiggo Antonsen, center, and lodge owner Mary-Ann Dhale provide a 
"Fortitude"-like atmosphere in a promotional image for the BBC Earth reality TV show "Svalbard: Life on the Edge," which features 11 local residents.

BBC EARTH

Cold-medal round
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The verdict from the cast seems near-unan-
imous: the character they like least is them-
selves.

The first two episodes of the docu-soap 
"Svalbard: Live on the Edge" served to intro-
duce the 11 "characters" that were followed 
around by camera crews for much of the past 
year. Some received dominant amounts of 
screen time, others made scant appearances 
with large gaps between them. And in talking 
to numerous locals following advance screen-
ings of the episodes Sunday at Kulturhuset, 
there were a few clear top favorites.

But since it's doubtful many people will 
publicly declare which characters they like 
least, that's where I come in since it's not like I 
have any esteem to lose.

So here's my Very Risky ranking of the 
characters, starting with the least interesting 
and ending with the most. Of course, in a Very 
Big Disclaimer, this obviously is how the show 
presents the characters, not necessarily a judge-
ment of the people in real life.

As I've noted many times, I'm being type-
cast as someone who's something of a stranger 
to my friends and what passes for family (based 
on comments after they saw the preview 
screenings). A few similar comments were 
made by local viewers who are friends of other 
characters in the show. Plus, of course, the rat-
ings can't factor in drastic personal events that 
aren't known (hypothetical examples would be 

losses related to the avalanche or being diag-
nosed with a life-threatening illness.)

There are 11 main characters, but only nine 
rankings since two married couples are ranked 
together (with their rankings as individuals in 
the explanation section). Also, not included for 
obvious reasons are some characters missing in 
action, such as Robert Johansen, founder of 
Svalbard Bryggeri and Mats McCombe, a guide 
at Spitsbergen Travel. For reasons varying from 
the amount of filming to a person's departure 
from the island, they have been "downgraded" 
to some kind of supporting role or cut altogeth-
er.

The following are the rankings after the 
first two episodes, which introduces about half 
of the characters in each. They will be updated 
as the series progresses beginning two weeks 
from now with episode three. Disagree with the 
rankings? E-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 
submit yours in the comments section at 
icepeople.net.

9. Mark Sabbatini ("ex-L.A. Times crime 

reporter")
OK, exactly nobody didn't see this coming. 

I still have no idea why the hell they cast me 
for the show and the scant amount of screen 
time I get (I'm the last to appear nearly halfway 
through episode one and only have a few short 
scenes) lacks any "only in Svalbard" elements 
until the final scene involving a polar bear near 
town. I play a bit part covering the incident, but 
officials in a helicopter trying to drug and re-
move the bear is the dominant imagery. I utter 
one good line at the end which, as I've noted 
before, I hope the editors of the show took to 
heart: "In Svalbard we live in a strange world 
where reality is often stranger than anything 
that can be invented."

Prognosis for series: May avoid last place 
due to a single event affecting me personally 
that many local know about and what happened 
in the aftermath. Otherwise, likely to been seen 
mostly covering newsworthy stuff other charac-
ters are involved with.

8. Alex Pilditch (SvalSat employee and 
tour guide)

He's the first person viewers see and he ut-
ters a great opening line while laying in the 
snow with a high-tech rifle (“The day you leave 
town without a rifle will be the day you meet 
the bear"). But after that he's seen leading a 
rather pedestrian snowmobile outing in two 
short scenes early on, then he vanishes until 
near the end of episode one when he does some 

Ranking the 'characters' of 'Svalbard: Life on the Edge' from least to most interesting: Episodes 1 and 2

Editor's note: These rankings will be updated 
weekly starting with Episode 3 (but nobody 
gets voted off the island or wins a lifetime 
supply of Turtle Wax since this is not an ac-
tual competition. And, like much of our cra-
zier coverage of the show, brief excerpts will 
be published in future fishwrappers, with the 
full articles online at icepeople.net.

See RANKINGS, page 8
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Alex Pilditch practices target shooting with his state-of-the-art rifle during the opening episode. His scenes were few and far between during the show.
BBC EARTH

Who's shot, who's not
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target practice. The problem is a similar scene 
with two characters near the top of the list oc-
curs near the beginning so it feels repetitive.

Prognosis for series: Uncertain, but poten-
tial to finish in the middle if his work for Sval-
Sat is emphasized at least as much as his guide 
work since a few other characters also do 
tourism work. The satellite station is one of 
several facilities with state-of-the-art data col-
lection/distribution capabilities that are used by 
most of the world and one of the industries with 
strong potential in a post-coal mining future 
here.

7. Ben Finney (Green Dog Svalbard 
musher)

Alas, we saw some great footage (if over-
dramatized), but far too little of it as he's intro-
duced in episode two. The show also tells, 
rather than shows, the build-up to what can 
happen with a group of novices on sleds (it'd be 
nice seeing them getting instructions on steer-
ing and throwing anchors, for instance). Once 
they're on a trail in the dark a scene where a 
sled suddenly crashes, wrecking it, is great Go-
Pro footage, but the rest pales to extended 
dogsledding scenes by other characters in the 
first episode.

Prognosis for series: Depends on "X" fac-
tors. It doesn't feel like we know much about 
him yet. Are there personal stories that boost 
his profile? And, of course, what adventures 
has he had with the dogs and tourists? Certainly 
may be featured in some of the most scenic 

footage of the series.

6. Chris Borstad (UNIS professor and 
avalanche expert))

Everyone from this point on is a "gripping" 
character in their intro and the only reason he's 
at the bottom of the A-list is the understated na-
ture of his scenes. He delivers an excellent and 
accessible lesson about avalanches in his few 
scenes during episode two, teeing things up 
perfectly for the massive Dec. 19 slide that will 
be the focus of episode three. But while we 
learn lots about avalanches, we still know little 
about him and other UNIS students who know 
him said his screen character is somewhat at 
odds with the guy they know in real life.

Prognosis for series: Will have huge mo-
ments, including the third episode obviously, 
but the frequency of his appearances will be in-
consistent. Likely to finish in the spot he 
started.

5. Leif Magne Helgesen (Svalbard 
Church priest)

By far the character with the most substan-
tiative screen presence. Not just anyone can do 
a Clint Eastwood stare or project the pure evil-
ness of Anthony Hopkins, and up here Leif ra-
diates intellectual nobility on-screen like no-
body else. Those gifts are used to modest effect 
early on in an outdoor All Saints Day Mass and 
are utterly wasted on a trip to Bjørnøya for a 
Christmas celebration there. He does delivers a 
highly memorable narration over footage the 
town's tree-lighting ceremony. There's no ques-

tion the strength and charisma of his persona 
are revealed, but you find yourself wishing 
they'd done more of it better.

Prognosis for series: He will rise and al-
most certainly be in top-three contention due to 
the avalanche and other events, plus his own 
personal narrative. The only reason he doesn't 
finish there is some gripping stories from the 
other contenders we're not aware of.

4. Mary-Ann Dahle (owner of Mary-Ann's 
Polarrigg)

It'd be hard to not show this one-of-a-kind 
personality as she is, which occurs often during 
the first half of episode one. Her polar bear 
coat, the collection of sometimes bizarre 
stuffed bears inside her lodge and the polar bear 
(and other) penis bones at her bar make her 
someone outsiders will instantly be fascinated 
with. She also joyfully and unapologetically 
cooks "polarizing" food such as seal for a birth-
day party which, combined with a scene or two 
involving other characters, may give viewers 
the wrong idea about how much whale, rein-
deer, etc. we really eat (not all that much and 
the store has plenty of vegan/no-glutton/no-
dairy/etc.) stuff. But regardless of whether it's 
totally accurate, it serves to boost the percep-
tion of who she essentially is in real life. She's 
absent during the latter part of the show, but is 
the only character from the first episode to ap-
pear in episode two when she picks up and tries 
to put up a massive (and massively expensive) 
Christmas tree. What's missing is the tree was 

See RANKINGS, page 9



actually put into its stand later by some of her 
employees when she wasn't present, but view-
ers won't know that and it's not a terribly rele-
vant plot point.

Prognosis for series: Likely to drop a 
notch or two during the next couple of 
episodes, then hover between there and her ini-
tial ranking throughout the series. She has far 
too much personality to drop too far or for too 
long, but unless something utterly compelling 
happens she probably won't finish in the top 
three.

3. Benjamin Vidmar (founder of Polar 
Permaculture)

He tied for first for the funniest scene of 
the first two episodes and all of his scenes were 
intriguing due to the greenhouse project he's 
pursuing (and his 15,000 worms and how a few 
dozen end up in a kitchen), so this rating kinda 
seems slightly unfair. Especially since in our 
interviews after the screenings, he was the char-
acter most often mentioned after our winners. 
But the characters one place above him had a 
more compelling overall narrative, so for now 
he has to settle for the bronze. Several viewers 
called his project admirable, while others sim-
ply loved the comic value of his worms. One 
thing is certain: viewers will definitely come 
away knowing he is a very different type of res-
ident here.

Prognosis for series: a bit outside the top 
three. He has a surprisingly strong camera pres-
ence, assuming he hasn't been filmed many, 
many times over the years compared to charac-

ters like Leif and myself. His work and how it 
progresses is a very solid storyline (in fact, the 
producers shot some quick scenes of his green-
house this week to complete it). But in the end 
it may be surpassed by the overall footage of 
Leif and maybe others.

2. Christine and Grace Ireland (UNIS 
student and chef, respectively)

God, I love this young couple. So, appar-
ently, do a ton of others as they dominate 
screen time in episode one and for good reason. 
Christine is the more dominant character 
screenwise (and, damn, does that soft-spoken 
woman have a set of lungs when it comes to 
mushing her dogs) and she would probably 
rank below Chris and Leif on her own. Grace 
(that's a nickname, BTW) is more subdued and 
would rank a couple spots lower. But overall 
the meshing of their personas is what makes all 
of the many aspects of their lives shown work. I 

- and I suspect lots of others - will be thinking 
"wow...why didn't I quite get to where they are" 
when it comes to relationships. Not to mention 
all of their scenes are incredibly alive in terms 
of what it means to live here, especially if you 
hope to move out of town and live off the grid.

Prognosis for series: unless something un-
usually gripping happens with the other charac-
ters, expect them to remain here throughout.

1. Wiggo and Claudia Antonsen (taxi 
driver and "Colombian worm killer," re‐
spectively)

This is as obvious as my finishing last. 
Wiggo is the character literally front and center 
in the show's promos and the footage of him in 
episode two shows why. The guy is a natural 
comedic poet in real life (when he wants to 
be…he's also very much a down-to-Earth gen-
tleman in real life) and the intro to him just of-
fers to opportunity to show off greatest hits. As 
an individual he would earn the top ranking by 
a moderate margin. Claudia, however, also 
ranks highly – probably between Leif and 
Mary-Ann so far. The scenes where they get 
out the Christmas decorations and Wiggo dons 
Santa attire had the local crowd in an uproar, 
which got "dialed up to 11" when he bailed out 
on that nonsense to go hunt for tourists to see 
the Northern Lights. Every local interviewed 
immediately referred to this couple as their fa-
vorites.

Prognosis for series: They'll finish first. 
The only question is how many weeks they'll 
temporarily drop a notch or two due to the sto-
rylines of others.

RANKINGS, from page 8

Grace, foreground, and Christine Ireland take turns mushing a dogsledding in Adventdalen. The couple received the most air time by far in episode one.
BBC EARTH

Exposé: the 'stars' rank

Non-human elements of Svalbard such as polar 
bears (live and stuffed) and the Northern Lights 
also played lead roles in the first two episodes.

BBC EARTH
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kroner to read 
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

(perhaps my ego is big, but not that big)

Does this look like a guy with money to burn?
I've done this for nearly eight years as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But the growing size of this fishwrapper (each 

photocopied sheet of paper costs five kroner) and the 
growing readership simply means I'm going bankrupt faster. 

Help me to keep my shabby shirt on my back (you really 
don't want to see me without it) by donating to our tip jar or 
making a one-time donation of any amount at icepeople.net.

And if you're feeling less than charitable, I'm even willing to do honest work:
Incompetent in

"cod Norwegian"

Insanely competent in English

Translation, editing and design of:
Reports, theses, CVs, brochures 

websites, ads and whatever
(Do I really have to put my contact details here again?)
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Christine Ireland takes her turn with a WWII-era rifle at Longyearbyen's target range in an early scene in the first episode of "Svalbard: Life on the Edge."
BBC EARTH

Liveblog: 'Svalbard: Life on the 
Edge,' Episode One (WARNING 
contains spoilers) at Kulturhuset
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

(Note. I will be doing these liveblogs at 
icepeople.net while the show is airing in Nor-
way at 10 p.m. local time every Monday. This 
one from the first episode is presented here in 
full. Very short excerpts from future episodes 
will be published weekly in the print edition of 
the fishwrapper.)

2:52 p.m.: Kulturhuset is nearly full for the 
advance screening of the debut episode, which 
airs in Norway at 10 p.m. Monday on BBC 
Earth. Those who don’t want specific details of 
the show revealed should read my previous 
cast-only liveblog of the first two episodes.

3:04 p.m.: Wendy Rattey, executive pro-
ducer of the series, addresses a packed house 
with cues written on the back of her plane tick-
et. “We showed it to the people involved last 
night. They all really enjoyed it so that was a 
massive relief.” This is mostly true – those 
reading my recaps from last night know I 
thought there were scattered meh and WTF mo-
ments, but nothing I envisioned in a worst-case 
scenario. Some of the other “characters” also 
said they’re reserving judgement until the third 
episode, which will be largely about last year’s 

avalanche that destroyed 11 homes and killed 
two people.

3:06 p.m.: Wendy: “Mostly we wanted to 
say a massive, massive thanks to all of you. We 
have several film crews here for seven, eight 
months. We tried to be discreet, but that’s not 
always possible when you’re carrying tons of 
equipment…we hope we’ve done this town that 
you call home some justice.”

3:07 p.m.: Opens with Alex Pilditch, Sval-
Sat employee and tour guide from Britain, lay-
ing on the ground with a rifle talking about “the 
day you leave town without a rifle will be the 
day you meet the bear.” Mary-Ann Dahle, own-
er of Mary-Ann’s Polarrigg, cuts up seal meat 
and shows off a polar bear penis, Christine and 
Grace Ireland are dog sledding, and then there’s 
several scenic shots of the usual wildlife/moun-
tain stuff. Title: “Ice Town: Life on the 
Edge,” (the one used in the rest of the world).

3:09 p.m.: Narrator talks about Longyear-
byen being home to 2,000 hearty souls as Grace 
(that’s a nickname, BTW – his real first name is 
Graham) chops frozen fish with a hatchet for 
one of his dogs. His wife, Christine, is intro-
duced as well. Their first scene together in-
volves trying to get an old car with poor tires 
unstuck.

3:11 p.m.: Narrator quotes an outdated fig-
ure saying Svalbard has 3,000 polar bears (a 
census last year found far fewer), paving the 
way for Christine and Grace to do some rifle 

training. Christine: “This isn’t the typical thing 
I’d be doing on a Saturday” in her homeland of 
the UK. She’s something less than a heroic 
Arctic sharpshooter. “I kept closing my eyes 
when firing. That was really not the right thing 
to do.”

3:13 p.m.: Mary-Ann gets intro as owner of 
a lodge that’s “for people looking for some-
thing a bit…different.” She’s wearing her polar 
bear skin coat (with the head attached as a 
hood).

3:15 p.m.: We get a tour of the lodge with 
lots of polar bears. And then there’s the bar 
with the polar bear penis (and a fox and other 
animals). Name of the bar translates to “Penis 
Bar.”

3:18 p.m.: Mary-Ann shows off a new lux-
ury room, designed with someone in mind: “I 
want Bruce Springsteen to come for at least one 
week. Bruce Springsteen is very sexy. He used 
to be sexy…I have a dream. Come to 
Svalbard.”

3:18 p.m.: Alex gets his intro in his role as 
a guide. He’s teaching guests the basics of driv-
ing snowmobiles. Takes them “50 kilometers 
into desolate territory on the east coast,” ac-
cording to the narrator. Kinda sorta…compared 
to the outside world, yup, but during March and 
April the route is one of our “snowmobile su-
perhighways” due to all the traffic.

3:20 p.m.: Alex talks about dangers of 

Reality in real-time

See LIVEBLOG, page 12
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glacier crevasses while riding and the need not 
to wander. “There’s only two reasons you can 
get off. One, I tell you to. Two, your snowmo-
bile is on fire.”

3:21: He talks about encountering polar 
bears: Good for guests, but a pain for him be-
cause he has to change his plans and route to 
avoid disturbing the bears.

3:22 p.m.: Back to Mary-Ann, who is cut-
ting up reindeer for a big birthday party dinner. 
Narrator notes Svalbard cuisine is “polarizing,” 
with seal, whale, etc. “What is the difference 
between a whale and pork?” Mary-Ann asks, 
noting both are animals people kill for food.

3:24 p.m.: Back to Alex and his group tak-
ing a pee break and his musing how awkward 
shedding all that clothing is. Then it’s time for 
bags of freeze-dried meals for lunch.

3:27 p.m.: Back to Mary-Ann rushing 
around the kitchen and serving the birthday 
party guests.

3:28 p.m.: Narrator notes citizens from 42 
countries can live here. One of them is “an ex-
L.A. Times crime reporter.” Yup, I’m up, with 
cool jazz for background music. It shows me 
photocopying and stapling fishwrappers while I 
talk in an annoying, overly nasal voice.

3:31 p.m.: Me at Fruene, which I tend to 
use as an office a lot. Staple a few more issues, 
then “I get to play the role of paperboy.” Me at 
various dropoff spots…walking between then I 
mention my broken hip and there are lots of 
shots of me walking awkwardly.

3:32 p.m.: Me trying to get my snowmobile 
gong for the first time of the season. Battery’s 
dead, so I’m still bumbling about on foot.

3:33 p.m.: Christine and Grace doing more 

reliable transport: “Unlike snowmobiles, dogs 
never break down.”

3:34 p.m.: Christine talks about desire to 
move a long ways from town and live in the 
wilderness, which is why they spend lots of 
time working with dogs.

3:34 p.m.: They’re putting the harnesses on 
dogs. Christine laughs a bit as dog licks her. 
“They eat poo you know.” Names of dogs in-
cludes Texas and Primus.

3:36 p.m.: They take turns driving and rid-
ing a sled. Fun Go-Pro camera angle from the 
front of the sled looking back.

3:37 p.m.: Grace has to hop off sled to stop 
two dogs fighting. They start up again with nice 
snowscape, twilight and half moon shots. “We 
have a good life here. Sometime you have to 
pinch yourself and say, like, shit.” Narrator: 
“Speaking of” as the couple is forced to shovel 
up frozen chunks of dog doo.

3:59 p.m.: Feeding time for dogs at 
kennels. Obviously the couple is the focal 
point, with Mary-Ann getting plenty of airtime.

3:40 p.m.: Me again struggling to speak 
"cod Norwegian." I get my first laugh from the 
crowd (at me, not with me). Arranging to get 
snowmobile battery charged.

3:41 p.m.: Me surfing the web at Kul-
turhuset cafe for story ideas. Nothing very ex-
citing. Although I do mention a crime blotter 
item about somebody sawing tusks off a walrus 
in Ny-Ålesund. “How do you get away with 
that. It’s not like something you can just hide in 
your carry-on bag.”

3:42 p.m.: Christine and Grace in small 
kitchen at home: Christine: “I do most of the 
cooking in the house.” Grace: “That’s a lie.” 
Christine: “I do most of the cooking in the 

house.” Grace: “That’s a lie.”
3:43 p.m.: Talk about their affection and 

dependence on each other, and how that will be 
crucial when they move off the grid.

3:44: p.m.: Snowy, windy day and I’m 
commuting to work on my repaired snowmo-
bile. Covering hotel opening next day – al-
though it looks like there’s far too much work 
to be ready. I talk about weird stuff in L.A. like 
crime, jail breaks, etc. and my dislike of pack 
journalism in a big city. “To me a small town is 
a lot more fun to write in a lot of ways…be-
cause it’s more hands-on.”

3:47 p.m.: Alex finally returns doing target 
practice. Narrator: While many residents use a 
WWII-type rifle, but “Alex has a high-tech rifle 
and he likes to use it as often as possible.” Very 
serious thumping music as background. Echo-
ing Mary-Ann, Alex notes “If you eat meat and 
you complaint about hunting you don’t have a 
clue.” He looks at target and finds results “very 
concerning.” Keeps working at it.

3:50 p.m.: Reminded yet again of polar 
bear danger – but in this instance there’s one a 
mile from town. The show plays this up as high 
drama, even if the locals basically treat it as a 
bit of a diversion, with some minor concern 
among those who know someone out on the 
trail. I’m covering it as a news story and talking 
about how there was not much ice during the 
winter and bears wander into new areas looking 
for food, including settlements. Great camera 
work by crew showing the bear being chased 
and tranquilized by officials in a helicopter.

3:53 p.m: Me talking about why I’m a jour-
nalist: “In Svalbard we live in a a strange world 
where reality is often stranger than anything we 
can invent."

Mary-Anne Dahle explains how's she trying to get Bruce Springsteen to stay her lodge during the debut episode of BBC Earth's new reality series.
BBC EARTH

A reality stranger than fiction
LIVEBLOG, from page 11



filled the seats at Kulturhuset on Sunday for ad-
vance screenings of the first two episodes of 
"Svalbard: Life on the Edge," a new reality TV 
series on BBC Earth that follows the lives of 11 
local residents for seven months during the past 
year. The first episode aired in about 70 coun-
tries Sunday and Monday.

The show was promoted as a "docu-soap" 
featuring eccentric characters in a "real-life 
Fortitude." Plenty of locals and many of the 
people filmed expressed concerns the series 
would overdramatize the elements of everyday 
life here – and while those at the preview 
screenings said that did happen at times, praise 
for the first two episodes was virtually unani-
mous.

"I thought it was great," said Jon-Kristian 
Bø, who has lived in Longyearbyen for six 
years, after the first screening. "Good P.R. I'm 
looking forward to seeing the next results."

He and many others attending the first 
screening at 3 p.m. – which introduced five of 
the characters – were intrigued enough to return 
at 9:30 p.m. to see the remaining characters in-
troduced in Episode Two. Viewers who attend-
ed both previews generally said they preferred 
the second because the characters were more 
humorous and more could be shown about 
them because the episode didn't have to spend 
time explaining the basics of Svalbard.

Still, some viewers said the characters they 
saw on screen sometimes didn't quite match the 

people they know in real life. Bananen Franz, 
an Arctic technology student at The University 
Centre in Svalbard, said the portrayal of UNIS 
Professor Chris Borstad as he analyzed the risk 
of avalanches of snowy hillsides was rather 
somber. 

"I know him quite well," Franz said, "He's 
not as dramatic as they pictured him."

Rimante Hegland, who's lived in Long-
yearbyen for eight years, said viewers seeing 
the town for the first time on the show might 
not get that's it's basically an ordinary small 
community with normal people.

"Great pictures, great views," she said. "It's 
a bit dramatized. Not everyone eats reindeer 
and whale."

A couple from from Australia said they 
don't normally watch reality shows – or much 
TV – but they watched the first episode before 
arriving in Svalbard for a cruise. They said they 
felt it offered a better overview of the 
archipelago than typical documentaries aimed 
at tourists.

"It was far more interesting than a tourism 
show because it showed the people," said An-
nette Maynard, a Canberra resident. "From a 
tourist perspective you felt the heart of the 
place here. You see the people and what they're 
doing there."

Her husband, Ian, said the show "gave us a 
much better perspective of the town and what 
the island has to offer."

Some residents expressed frustrations dur-

ing during the filming of the series because 
they felt the camera crews were too intrusive 
and/or there was no way to avoid unwanted 
filming at public events. But after watching the 
advance screenings, the skeptics offered posi-
tive comments about the results if not the pro-
cess.

"They followed me as a firefighter at the 
hospital," said Andreas Eriksson, a Longyear-
byen resident for ten years. "I didn't enjoy hav-
ing a camera in my face."

But he said members of the filming crew 
"were really polite" when he told them he didn't 
want to be filmed and he was impressed by the 
first episodes.

But the last minute of the second episode, 
showing the massive snow and wind storm on 
Dec. 18, followed by a sudden black screen and 
ominous thump, then a flash of quick images 
and film showing the devastation of the 
avalanche that destroyed 11 homes and killed 
two people spooked and worried some locals.

"I am quite anxious about that," said Sval-
bard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, one 
of the characters introduced in Episode Two, 
who is likely get a significant amount of time in 
Episode Three as one of the primary counselors 
for victims and a close friend of one of the peo-
ple killed." It is important they handle what 
happened with respect. I think that will be the 
most important episode of the series."

PREMIER, from page 1

Wendy Rattey, executive producer and marketing director for "Svalbard: Life on the Edge," takes a selfie before the preview of Episode Two on Sunday.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Verdict: Better than expected
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Reopening mines 
KNUT, from page 1

A participant in the Knut expedition alone on a shore. Artists said they tried not to learn too much about Svalbard so they could form their own impressions.

Spaces big and small
"On the Ocean, especially on a sailing 

boat, a human being is nothing. He finds him-
self  again. He discovers the world again, or 
let's say 70 percent of the world. We want to 
promote the dialogue between the Ocean and 
human beings."

Keen on sharing these experience with oth-
er artists, they organized their first artist resi-
dency this year, choosing the shores of Spits-
bergen as their destination.

A tough selection for an unusual crew
Four artists (Gwennaël Bolomey, a video 

maker; David Brülhart, an engraver; Anaëlle 
Clot, a designer; and Alexia Turlin, an artistic 
agent and teacher of fine arts), a journalist 
(Mélanie Rouiller) joined a three-person crew. 
Choices were based not only upon artistic 
skills, but also on human compatibility. They 
had to be in complete harmony with the project 
and able to live in a community stuck in a con-
fined space.

"We ended up talking about our expectan-
cies and possible competitions, but what inter-
ests me is exactly to find myself with people I 
did not chose," Turlin said. "Compatible with 
the sea? I don't know. I never lived on a boat, in 
a closed space. Afterwards, it will possess 
me all my life."

An open project: Why go to the Arctic?
With 70 percent of the planet to choose 

from, why is the Knut sailing here?
"To complete the scientific work going on 

there," the couple's website states. "Were you 
ever told about the quality of light up there? 
Were you ever told about the noise made by 
small icicles when knocking together on the 
sea? And about the color of an overturned ice-

berg, how is it? It should be registered: when 
everything will have disappeared or changed, 
who will tell us about this?"

Scientific expeditions traditionally include 
See KNUT, page 15

Artists crowd around a table to work aboard the Knut. Besides artistic talent and diversity, one of the 
primary selection criteria for participants was their ability to live in close confinement for a month.

COURTESY OF SPITZBERG 2016

COURTESY OF SPITZBERG 2016
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an illustrator (nowadays replaced by photogra-
phers and video makers). This time, the artists 
are leading the expedition to "bring a poetic eye 
on this area, which is rather scientifically docu-
mented," Brülhart said.

There is neither imposed subject, nor medi-
um, nor format. What is important is the quality 
of work. 

"Each of us will chose whatever he wants," 
Turlin said. The most important thing is "to let 

the life onboard possess you, the life with oth-
ers” to create a documentary memory on Spits-
bergen "depending on our personalities."

Two years of prep, a year of work after
Work will be done in two steps. First, one 

intense month onboard the Knut immersing 
themselves in the atmosphere, living together, 
navigating, experiencing the Arctic. Collecting 
memories, notebooks, sketches and photos. All 

of which will be the basis of work in their re-
spective studios. Then six months to a year to 
get three exhibitions ready. 

But before this, artists and organizers al-
ready spent two years settings things up.

"We met and welcomed each other in our 
respective universes, to get used to each other," 
Turlin said.

The first exhibition allowed them to build 
relationships and to share about this project 
with the public. 

"These are areas where people never go," 
Turlin said.

The project raised mixed feelings ranging 
from fascination to concern.

"People did not ask so much about what we 
would be doing on the artistic point of view, 
but rather on the logistic side," Turlin said. 
"How are you going to wash? What about be-
ing seasick?"

From dream to introspection
"For me, it was a dream. I went to Cape 

North and made a wish to come one day in 
Spitsbergen," Turlin said. Coming here, it is 
also "being closer to the elements, finding out 
who we are."

Clot's designs usually involve imaginary 
nature, projections of our phantasms as showed 
in illustrations of exploration notebooks or 
maps.

"For me, it is a unique opportunity to come 
here," she said. "I took some information, but I 
did not dig too much because I wanted to keep 
this a discovery and imaginary atmosphere. 
Spitsbergen, it is a bit like Neverland."

KNUT, from page 1

Artists board the Knut sailboat just before its departure from Longyearbyen earlier this month. Among the topics they debated was use of the boat's motor.

'It is a bit like Neverland'

See KNUT, page 16

David Brülhart's engaving "A Place called Paradise" is displayed during the Fri-Art exhibition in France.
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'Project full of paradoxes'
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

KNUT, from page 15

 Anaëlle Clot, Alexia Turlin, David Brülhart, left, wait inside the Knut for the last supplies to be loaded. At right, one-liter bottles each hold a day's trash.
COURTESY OF SPITZBERG 2016

'A masterpiece in peril'
More than a simple pictorial record, the 

highly concerned and ecologically active artists 
also want to deliver a testimony. This expedi-
tion provides them a means to approach an ap-
parently long-distance phenomenon: the 
archipelago is a direct victim of climate change.  
Like those paintings and postcards bearing wit-
ness upon the melting of alpine glaciers in 
Switzerland, they want to testify about Sval-
bard's ice floes and glaciers, and send a mes-
sage to other citizens of the Earth and future 

generations. 
"We wonder how it will look like after ten 

more years," Turlin said. "There are more and 
more people, it looks like Disneyland."

But the more we talk about it, the more 
people are attracted.

"Might we preserve this place by not com-
ing and not talking about it?" Clot said. "This 
project is full of paradoxes."

They talk about the flight here, the use of 
the boat's engine, the way resources are brought 
here, supplies and dietary choices on the boat, 
and the bigger cruise ships. Should people be-

come vegetarians? 
"We should first see to what point we man-

age to go, the seven of us, and then spread it 
around us," Turlin said. 

They observed several rules onboard. One 
example is this tricky one: every day, the whole 
crew is required to compress all of its trash into 
a one-liter plastic bottle.

Giving the last words about Svalbard to 
Brülhart: "It is a masterpiece in peril."

More information about the group's expe-
dition can be seen at https://www.facebook.com/
spitzberg2016.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

Watch 'that show' locally at:
Mary-Ann's Polarrigg
(in the famous "penis bar" featured on the show)

Svalcom
(free coffee and waffles)

Coal Miners Cabins
Polar Permaculture (starting Sept. 12)
(try Ben's (in)famous worm cookies seen on the show!)

Icepeople will be liveblogging the next episode at: Mary-Ann's
(contribute your thoughts about the "reality" of Svalbard with the world)

We have several rooms available for rent 
from October to January! Only 4,500 

kroner per month for guides and students.



"Afflicting the comfortable because they forgot to bribe us"

Statoil's new oil exploration 
sites creep closer to Svalbard

“Exploration on the Norwegian Continen-
tal Shelf, needed and necessary – a Barents Sea 
deep dive,” was the title when Statoil on Tues-
day announced its active drilling program at 
ONS, Norway’s largest oil conference- and ex-
hibition taking place in Stavanger. The Barents 
Sea campaign next year will include five to 
seven drillings. Over the last few months, Sta-
toil has increased its share in five licenses in 
the Norwegian sector of the Barents Sea. 
Agreements are signed with companies like 
ConocoPhillips, OMW, DEA and Point Re-
sources. Drillings will take place at different lo-
cations, including a new test-well at Goliat, 
where Statoil partners with ENI Norge at the 
only oil-field in production in the Norwegian 
sector of the Barents Sea. Another drilling for 
2017 will take place at the Korpfjell formation 
near Norway’s maritime border to Russia. The 
Korpfjell formation will be one of the northern-
most drillings ever made in Norwegian Arctic 
waters. Statoil writes in a press release that new 
and significant discoveries are crucial in order 
to maintain production on the Norwegian conti-
nental shelf at the current level until 2030 and 
after that. Areas off the coast of northern Nor-

way will play a pivotal role in achieving this 
objective.

– The Independent Barents Observer

Top Russian leader says fears 
of Arctic conflict misguided

Russian Security Council Secretary Nikolai 
Patrushev said those who predicting that the 
Arctic will become the future arena of interna-
tional standoffs over natural resources are mis-
taken. "I suppose that through the free ex-
change of opinions we will be able to conclu-
sively prove the falsity of conclusions of some 
political and academic figures, according to 
which in the 21st century the Arctic will be-
come the arena of a new 'great game,' a fierce 
military-political, economic and ideological 
confrontation for the natural wealth of this 
unique region," Patrushev said at the Arctic 
Council meeting. The meeting organized by the 
Russian Security Council is taking place aboard 
Russia’s 50 Let Pobedy (50 Years of Victory) 
nuclear-powered icebreaker. The Arctic Coun-
cil is an intergovernmental forum for the pro-
motion of cooperation, coordination and inter-
action among the governments of the Arctic 
countries. The forum comprises eight Arctic 
nations, namely Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the Unit-

ed States, while 12 more states have observer 
status.

– Sputnik News

Svalbard Airport 'separation' 
costs gov't 12.5M kr. a year

Avinor's decision to establish a separate 
subsidiary for Svalbard Airport in order to low-
er its tax bill is being criticized by the Labor 
Party, which argues the Norwegian government 
is essentially causing itself to lose 12.5 million 
kroner a year. Avinor, a state-owned company 
which oversees the country's airports, also 
spent three million kroner establishing the new 
subsidiary. "The fact that the state is operating 
using such financial antics sends a signal that 
we do not want," said Eirik Sivertsen, a Labor 
Party Parliament on the Transport and Commu-
nications Committee. The Ministry of Trans-
port and Communications, responding to a La-
bor Party request for an explanation, said the 
move is intended to strengthen Avinor as a 
company and that Svalbard Airport is currently 
operating with a deficit of about 50 million kro-
ner a year. He also noted the planned subsidiary 
is legal under Norwegian law.

-  E24

TUESDAY

SATURDAYMONDAY
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SUNDAY

See DAILY, page 18

SATURDAY

New oil drilling areas targeted by Statoil creep every closer to Bjørnøya (small island above the parcels) as latest round sets new northernmost records.
NORWEGIAN PETROLEUM DIRECTORATE



Teen dominates tough course 
in first Svalbard Spacerun

A total of 39 timed competitors and 29 
recreational runners sweated to reach new 
heights in the inaugural Svalbard Spacerun on 
Saturday. The 8.4-kilometer, up-and-down 
course to the mountaintop Svalbard Station in-
volved ended 553 meters higher than it started. 

The winner was Marius Bakke, 15, a Søgne res-
ident who took an early lead and pulled away 
as the race progressed, with a time of exactly 
40 minutes, exactly 100 seconds faster than 
runner-up Håkon Lohne. The top women's fin-
isher was Hanne Byre, a student at The Univer-
sity Centre in Svalbard, with a time of 49 min-
utes and 55 seconds. Participants got to recover 
and receive their awards inside the facility that 
is normally closed to the public. The race is ex-
pected to continue next year.

–  Søgne og Songdalen Budstikke 

Satellite feeding Svalbard OK 
after collision with debris

A satellite transmitting 3D landscape and 
data to Svalbard suffered minor damage and a 
slight change of orbit after colliding with a 
piece of space debris, according to the Euro-
pean Space Agency (ESA). But the satellite re-
mains 100 percent operational.

- Satellite News
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

SATURDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 17
FRIDAY

Jeanette Gulliksen, wearing number 38, celebrates with Magnus Lie Haugen despite finishing last among timed competitors in the Svalbard Spacerun.
COURTESY OF JEANETTE GULLIKSE
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Sept. 2
5 p.m.: Fungus control: collection of 
mushrooms to control their presence. 
Meet outside Svalbardbutikken.
Sept. 3
Noon: Quadration race, featuring 
running, kayaking, bicycling and target 
shooting. Individual or relay teams. 
Starts at the Svalbard Sailing Club. 
Details tinyurl.com/htge9bb.
3 p.m.: Night in nature. Outdoor 
camping trip in Adventdalen. Bring your 
own gear. Meet at the MAB station.
Sept. 4
5 p.m.: Movie: "The BFG - Big Friendly 
Giant," U.S. adventure, no age limit 
specified. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Central Intelligence," 
U.S. comedy, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 5
6:30 p.m.: History presentations about 
Svalbard by Elin Olsrud,  Thor Bjørn 
Arlov and Per Kyrre Reymert. Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 6
Concert by Melissa Horn. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 7
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
Sept. 12
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 13
Seminar: Arctic energy solutions, with 
focus on off-grid applications. Seating 
limited. Register before Sept. 5. Details 
at tinyurl.com/zyu5jld.
Sept. 14
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
7:30 p.m.: Concert by Lars Bremnes. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 19
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Noway builds Arctic boarder fence
● Arctic sea ice won't set new record low
● Russia hides Arctic base in fake fog
● Norway: Migrants not 'secret plot'

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Longyearbyen residents and retired Norwegian soccer 
stars face off against each other on a field of dirt and 
rocks, above, in a "Svalbard Turn vs. Drillos" match 
Thursday night outside Svalbardhallen. The locals 
jumped out to a 3-0 lead about midway through the first 
of two 20-minute halves – but the pros baby-tapped 
some easy shots on goal (with one throwing a 
comically anguished fit afterward) and showed their 
mettle by scoring two quick goals just before halftime. 
The game got a bit rough at times as entanglements, 
left, sent players sprawling painfully into the dirt and 
resulted in a penalty shot for pros. What appeared to 
be legitimate try was deflected, lower right. Svalbard 
Turn, meanwhile, scored four goals in the second half 
to win the match 6-2. Afterward former pro Gunnar 
Halle, lower left, and the other retirees signed 
autographs, posed for pictures and offering playing tips 
for dozens of kids who attended the event. Photos by 
Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.

Getting their rocks off during a good balling


