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Odd Olsen Ingerø to head office 
after four-year absence; other 
new senior officials also coming

See HERMANSEN, page 3

Briefly

Svalbard issues, ice sculpture 
get some notice at climate 
summit

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Sporløst Gikk Tiden" by Liv Mari Schei 

free at www.icepeople.net.

Inside

Related: Cows 

eating grass 

may cut N2O 

emissions 

- Icepeople.net

See PARKING, page 4

An excavation team examines fossil samples 

during a two-and-a-half week dig at Janusfjellet 

in this image from one of four Web cameras 

broadcasting their work live at forskning.no. A 

“

”

Hunger gets them to take 

greater risks than they normally 

would.

- Jan Aars,

Norwegian Polar Institute'New' car wash cleans vehicles, 
boats, rugs, snowscooters – 
even in the middle of winterHauntingly familiar: Watch a two-minute 

excerpt of the Svalbard portion of 

"Climate of Change" and other previews 

from the film free at www.icepeople.net.

'Gross misappropriation'

Russians bring their song and 
dance act to town as longtime 
local diva heads for Tromsø 

Former Store Norske director, 
consultant face criminal charges 
for lucrative subcontracts

Nozzles of 

the north

Breaking news: Polar bear attacks two 

kayakers, injuring one, on north side of 

Nordaustlandet. Page 3.

See CLEAN, page 4

New charges reduce vacationers with vehicles at lot for months

Fees free up airport parking space 

Frank-Johnny Olsen, right, explains to Helge Ask how a newly opened automatic car watch works 

as it cleans Ask's car this week. The facility, across the street from Longyearbyen's power plant 

next to the bus parking at the Svalbard governor's garage, is capable of operating no matter how 

cold it gets. Olsen said he expects everything from boats to snowscooters at the facility.

Sometimes it's good when business is bad.
There were an unusually high number of 

vacant spaces at the Svalbard Airport parking 
lot this summer. But that was by design due to 
new fees aimed at local residents who some-
times left vehicles in the lot for months while 
on holiday.

"The parking lot used to be full all summer 
and it was difficult – and sometimes impossi-
ble – to find a place to park," wrote Airport Di-
rector Ole Rambech, in an e-mail interview 
this week. "In winter time we had difficulties 
in snow remowal because of the density of 
cars. This summer there has been space avail-

able all the time."
Fees for parking more than 23 hours are 50 

kroner per day, 250 kroner for one week and 
150 kroner for each additional week. Most of 
those parking at the airport this summer did so 
for at least a day, Rambech wrote, but "not 
many use the airport for long-term parking 
now."

There weren't any problems with people 
figuring out the meter machine that issues 
parking tickets or with motorists being unable 
to pay, he wrote. Locals also seemed accepting 
of the new charges.

Criminal charges for misuse of funds are 
being sought again a former longtime director 
of Store Norske, a former consultant for the 
mining company and two companies working 
under subcontracts, prosecutors said this week. 

Robert Hermansen, director of Store Norske 
from 1999 to 2008, faces charges related to 
suspicious agreements with the subcontractors 

and receiving private money from them, said 
Bård Thorsen, head prosecutor for Norway's 
Economic Crime Division, in an interview 
with TV 2.

"Suspicion in the legal proceedings is di-
rected against the gross misappropriation of 
funds," Thorsen said. "It means that you have 
acted contrary to (the company's) interests."

"There is extensive evidence, but we do not 
want to comment more on the action," he said.

The maximum sentence for gross misappro-
priation of funds is six years in prison. But 

Norwegian authorities did not rule out addi-
tional charges in the case.

Hermansen's attorney, Christian B. Hjort, 
said his client finds the indictment "unreal."

"He stands uncomprehending of the indict-
ment," Hjort told the television station. "He 
has in all contexts tried to protect the interests 
of Store Norske ... now he wants to help clear 
up the facts of the case."

Hjort has said previously that Store Norske 
officials, who knew about and approved the 

Dealing with the spray this winter might 
give a whole new meaning to "working at the 
car wash blues."

Longyearbyen racked up another northern-
most distinction with the opening of the auto- 
and self-wash facility during the past weekend.  
Frank-Johnny Olsen, who purchased the wash 
for his company, Arctic Autorent, said cus-
tomers can use the automatic option year-
round no matter how cold it gets.

"As long as there's smoke coming from the 
power station," he said.

Olsen estimates about 50 people have 
brought vehicles to the facility so far. Among 
them was Helge Ask, a postal clerk who said 
until now he has washed his car with a hose in 
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Briefly

UNIS students drill the permafrost in Greenland 

as part of a project examining nitrous oxide 

emissions in the Arctic. Photo by Bo Elberling.

Norway lifts fishing ban 

on herring in Arctic seas  
Norway has lifted the ban on fishing of At-

lantic-Scandinavian herring outside Svalbard 
and in the northeastern parts of the Norwegian 
Economic Zone.

At the same time Russian fishermen will 
get 10,000 tons of Norway’s national quota on 
herring in the area.

The new policy is the result of a request 
from head of the Russian Federal Fishery 
Agency, Andrey Krayny, to Norwegian Min-
istry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs Secretary 
General Jørn Krog, according to a report by 
Russian television station GTRK Murman.

Krayny requested Krog help give the Rus-
sian fishing fleet normal working conditions in 
the affected zones.

Barents Sea organisms 

may help fight cancer
Patents for two marine organisms in the 

Barents Sea are being sought by the Centre on 
Marine Bioactives and Drug Discovery (Mab-
Cent) in Tromsø after finding they show 
promise as cancer treatment and antibiotics.

MabCent has analyzed 70,000 extracts of 
marine organisms in the area since 2007, look-
ing for possible uses in pharmaceutical, re-
search or other industries, according to a press 
release by the Svalbard Science Forum. Offi-
cials at the center said patent applications for 
another 20 molecules are expected soon, with 
more in the future.

"This is needle-in-a-haystack research, and 
our work has barely begun," said Trond Jør-
gensen, a MabCent researcher, in an interview 
published by The Medical News. "While bio-
prospecting on land has been around for 80 
years, profiling at sea only began 30 to 35 
years ago. And we didn't really get going in 
Norway until 2003."

The Barents Sea features temperate waters 
carried north by the Gulf Stream meeting the 
cold waters of the Arctic Sea, resulting in an 
enormous diversity of marine biological organ-
isms with evolved characteristics specialized to 
the extreme conditions.

Four from U.K. to model 

Svalbard for postcards
Four "outdoor enthusiasts" from the United 

Kingdom will visit Svalbard and other northern 
Norway locations after winning a content to be 
models for a series of picture postcards featur-
ing the region.

The two men and two women were select-
ed from more than 3,500 photo submissions in 
the Northern Norway Postcard Models compe-
tition. More than 11,000 votes were cast for ten 
finalists whose photos were posted on Face-
book, the London underground and U.K. print 
publications. The postcards are scheduled for 
sale beginning in 2011.

Models will also visit Finnmark for a shoot 
with Sami nomads, Tromso for a sea cruise and 
the coastal region of Nordland. Their experi-
ences this month and next are being document-
ed at www.facebook.com/postcardmodels. 

Svalbardbutikken is halting 
sales of computers, cameras, 
televisions, appliances and other 
electronics, with store manage-
ment saying they are losing too 
many sales to internet shoppers.

Other factors such as high 
prices, the recession and moving 
the electronics section from a 
separate location at Lompensen-
teret into the main store in 2008 

Marie Terfre serves drinks to students Monday during the "stealth opening" of Ungdomsklubben 

for the school year. Classes started earlier in the day with 20 new first-grade students at 

Longyearbyen School introducing themselves on stage to their peers and parents. The youth club 

officially opens Friday, but staff – some who teach at the school – said the preview was a chance 

for youths to "sneak in" and interact with instructors in a non-classroom setting. Friday's opening 

is from 6 to 8:30 p.m. for students in fifth through eighth grade and 9 p.m. to midnight for those in 

grade eight through the age of 18.

Given everything else that declined in 2009, the 
population of Svalbard might as well be a part of it.

There were 2,481 residents in the archipelago as of 
January 1, 2010, 84 fewer than a year ago, according 
to Statistics Norway. The decline includes 33 residents 
in Norwegian settlements, which now have a popula-
tion of 2,052,  and 50 in the Russian community of 
Barentsburg, which now has half the occupants as it 
did seven years ago.

"Svalbard has a high level of in- and out-migration, 
markedly influencing the size of the population," a 
summary by the agency notes. Barentsburg's popula-
tion, however, has been in steady decline due to the 
loss of mining and other industries.

Men represent 57 percent of residents in Norwe-
gian settlements, but women make up the majority of 
foreign nationals in those communities. A total of 18 
percent of all women are foreign nationals, compared 
to 13 percent of men.

Thailand continues to be the dominant foreign 
group with 96 residents, followed by Sweden with 53 
and Russia with 29. Forty percent of the foreign wom-

MARATHON, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Norwegian Crown Prince Haakon admits he lacks the expertise of most in the room. But his royal 
experiences in the Arctic easily rival anyone's at drawing attention to the cause.

Haakon is the patron of this week's annual symposium in Ny-Ålesund where more than 40 global 
political and science leaders are focusing on "The Changing Arctic and Its Global Implications." His 
northern expeditions in 2008 and 2009 with Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark and Crown Princess 
Victoria of Sweden resulted in their authoring the book "Royal Polar Expedition" last year.

The symposium, now in its fifth year, seeks to share updated studies and spread political 

School's back, but so is clubbing



Report: Food grinder work 
'disastrously executed'  

Installation of food grinders in Longyear-
byen was "disastrously executed," resulting in 
numerous plumbing problems and unsanitary 
conditions, according to an independent report 
ordered by the city. A check of 29 apartments 
reveals clogged drains due to improper flush-
ing of food waste, harmful gasses trapped in 
sewer lines and other problematic conditions. 
"There is no reason to believe that it is some-
what better in other apartments," said Reidar 
Hanssen, manager of Varme & Bad Narvik, 
which conducted the study. Nearly 1,000 
grinders were installed this summer as the be-
ginning of a city mandate all residences have 
such devices. Jostein Gundersen, owner of 
Activum Consulting, which installed the 
grinders, said some problems are due to user 
errors such as not using enough water when 
operating the grinders.

Trip flares failed to work for 
kayakers attacked by bear  

Two trip flares deployed by a pair of 
kayakers failed operate properly when a polar 
bear stepped on the warning line before at-
tacking their tent early this month, according 
to the Svalbard governor's office. The flares 
were set up correctly and the pins removed 
when the bear activated them, but the flares 
themselves did not fire, said Police Chief Per 
Andreassen. "We do not know what is the 
cause of the failure of the burners to go off," 
he said. "We know they have had some failure 
rates during the winter." The bear dragged Se-
bastian Nilssen out of the tent and across the 
beach, causing serious but non-fatal injuries.

Ashes left on porch result in 
fire destroying guest cabin  

A cabin in Billefjorden burned to the 
ground Aug. 17 after a group staying there left 
smoldering ashes in a container on the porch, 
according to the Svalbard governor's office. 
Officials were notified about the fire at about 
3 p.m. Firefighters found the cabin destroyed 
upon arriving about an hour later and focused 
on preventing the flames from spreading to 
the governor's service cabin nearby.

several years away at the 
site. The identities of those in 
the cabin are being withheld 
pending an investigation, 
which may include charges of 
negligence.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen

Wednesday

Partly cloudy, clearing later. 

W winds at 1 km/h. High 3C 

(3C wind chill), low -1C (-1C 

wind chill).

Thursday

Sunny with a few late 

clouds. NNW winds at 1 km/

h. High 4C (4C wind chill), 

low -3C (-3C wind chill).

Friday

Cloudy. SW winds at 1 km/

h. High 1C (1C wind chill), 

low 0C (0C wind chill).

Saturday

Cloudy. SE winds at 2 km/h. 

High 0C (0C wind chill), low 

-2C (-2C wind chill).

Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 0C (0C), -2C (-2C); Monday, cloudy with occasional sleet, 1C (1C), -1C (-1C); Tuesday, 

cloudy with early snow, 0C (0C), -1C (-1C); Wednesday, cloudy, 0C (0C), -2C (-2C).

Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

“

”

That Russia does 

not fully share the 

Norwegian view of 

how the resources 

in the fish river 

zone around 

Svalbard are to be 

exercised has not 

led to a general 

increase in tension 

in the area.

- Grete Faremo,

defense minister

Travelers can't play golf be-
tween the runways and there's 
no danger of high tide washing 
planes off a sand runway into 
the sea. But it seems flying into 
Svalbard is just as weird.

Svalbard Airport is one of 
"The World's 18 Strangest Air-
ports," according to the current 
issue of Popular Mechanics. 
While other airports on the list 
are distinct for runways on steep 
slopes in the Alps and intersect-
ing with major city streets, Sval-
bard's is notorious for its north-
ern latitude and shifting soil.

"I never thought it was very 
strange," said Ole Rambech, the 
airport's manager. "This is a 
standard airport built to interna-
tional standards." 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Charges filed in Store Norske case

Robert Hermansen, former director of Store Norske, discusses accusations of wrongful financial 

doings in an interview with TV 2 earlier this year. Norwegian prosecutors told the television station 

this week that charges of gross misappropriation of funds have been filed against Hermansen.

HERMANSEN, from page 1

Being where cell phones work 
should make things smoother this 
year. So will being near the fire de-
partment.

Concerts are closer to civiliza-
tion for the second annual Spits-
bergen Rock festival, but additions 
such as a rock cruise, tattoo artist 
and fire-breathing band will seek 
to shake things up with a different 
kind of wild. The festival features 
several pub performances May 27 
and 28, and a concert marathon on 
the shore by the sailing club May 
29.

"The bands are a mix of well-
known, popular bands and more 
up-and-coming ones," wrote Line 
V. Roksøy, one of the festival's or-
ganizers, in an e-mail interview. 
"Two of them sing in Norwegian. 

Store Norske may have 
lost hundreds of millions of 
kroner due to bad contracts 
with subcontractors, accord-
ing to a classified brokerage 
report obtained by a Norwe-
gian television station.

The findings prompted 
forceful reactions inside and 
outside the company, with 
renegotiation of ongoing 
deals pledged and opposition 

contracts in question, have a vested interest in 
finding deplorable conditions during Her-
mansen's tenure so they can renegotiate more 
favorable agreements.

Company officials, noting the subcontracts 
are of unusually long term and far above mar-
ket value, say will be seeking to alter the deals 
that auditors claim cost the company hundreds 
of millions of kroner.

Last year, for instance, the company paid 
274 million kroner for ocean freight of coal, 
which would be much higher than market val-
ue at even half the price, according to auditors.

A second person facing charges is  Kjetil 
Onstad, a former consultant for Store Norske. 
Also charged are Jebsens Rederi, which ships 
about 2.5 million tons of coal from Svalbard 
each year, and Leonhard Nilsen & Sønner, an 
infrastructure company, for questionable sub-
contracts with Store Norske.

Government- and company-ordered audits 
found the agreements were reached without 
proper bidding. In addition, Hermansen re-
ceived a private loan of 1 million kroner from 
LNS, which also invested 2 million in a sepa-
rate company he headed.

LNS, in a prepared statement, declined to 
comment on specifics of the charges.

"Because we are under investigation by 
Norwegian authorities it is, of course, not natu-
ral to us to comment on the contents of the in-
dictment," the statement by CEO Malvin 

Nilsen notes. It also states records related to 
the case were seized by prosecutors this week.

LNS has hired law firm Wiershold, audit 
firm Kjellstrup & Wiggen and data company  
IBAS to conduct external investigations. 

 "LNS even contacted Norwegian authori-
ties already in the beginning of July and de-
clared full cooperation," said Jan Fougner, an 
attorney with Wiershold, in an interview with 
TV 2. "LNS says that it has acted correctly but 
if there are any errors the company will cer-
tainly make up for them."

Store Norske, which is 99.9 percent owned 
by the Norwegian government, has operated  
coal mines in Svalbard since 1916. Hermansen 
is credited with making Store Norske prof-
itable and a lasting source for high-quality 
coal. He received the Norwegian Mining Asso-
ciation's highest award in 2003 and last year a 
bust of him was placed in the main entrance of 
Longyearbyen's main municipal building.

But the questionable subcontracts and side 
agreements were found in an audit ordered by 
the Norwegian Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
although the report was withheld from the pub-
lic for more than a year until TV 2 obtained the 
results. Store Norkse ordered its own audit and 
asked prosecutors to investigate the case after 
obtaining similar findings.

Hermansen resigned from all public boards 
after the results of audits were disclosed.



Plenty of room at the airport
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Aug. 29

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Knight and Day," U.S. 

action/comedy, ages 15 and up. Huset.

Sept. 1

6 p.m.: Activity fair featuring local 

volunteer recreation clubs. 

Svalbardhallen.

Sept. 5

6 p.m.: Movie: "Shrek – Happily Ever 

After," U.S. animated film with 

Norwegian subtitles, no age limit. Huset.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Killers," U.S. action/

comedy, ages 15 and up. Huset.

Sept. 6

5 p.m.: Svalbard Turn's 80th anniversary 

celebration. Sports competitions, 

gymnastics exhibition and other events. 

Svalbardhallen. 

Sept. 7

10 a.m.: Administration Committee 

meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 

room.

Sept. 13

10:15 a.m.: Environment and Industry 

Committee meeting. Næringsbygget 1, 

Tundra room.

Sept. 15

8 p.m.: Meeting to discuss opening of 

cultural center. Næringsbygget 2, 

Smutthullet room.

Sept. 16

2 p.m.: Board for Culture and Leisure 

Business Authority meeting. 

Næringsbygget 1, Tundra room.

6 p.m.: Board of City Operation Authority 

meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 

room.

Sept. 17

9 a.m.: Control of Growing Enterprises 

Authority meeting.  Næringsbygget 2, 

Smutthullet room.

Sept. 21

7 p.m.: Local Board meeting. 

Lompensenteret, Mediateket.

What's up

What's onlineThere's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Local board endorses 

lowering voting age
Longyearbyen will join other Norwe-

gian cities seeking to lower the voting age 
for local elections to 16 after the municipal 
board endorsed the proposal June 16.

"It is important to encourage young peo-
ple to more poli t ically active and 
conscious," a board declaration states. "This 
will lead to greater commitment to the polit-
ical issues that interest young people. More-
over, it is important to provide education 
about democracy and political systems in 
cooperation with the school and the local 
board. Such a scheme would create more 
politician confidence and trust, and thus also 
in the long term lead to increased new re-
cruitment in Longyearbyen government."

The test project will lower the voting 
age from 18 for council elections in 2011. 
The deadline for local governments to apply 
to Norway's Justice Department is July 1.

Austria sparked a movement among Eu-
ropean countries in 2007 by lowering the 
voting age to 16 for all elections. Germany, 
Slovenia and Switzerland have lowered the 
age on a limited basis.

Cultural center work 

now live via webcam
Construction of Longyearbyen's new 

cultural center can now be followed live via 
Web camera, according to an announcement 
today.

Still photos updated every minute offer 
a rooftop view of the city's main pedestrian 
walkway. The new center, scheduled for 
completion in October of 2010 as an addi-
tion to the current municipal building, is still 
in the excavation stage.

The camera is accessible by clicking the 
picture icon on the left side of municipality's 
home page at www.lokalstyre.no.

Briefly

PARKING, from page 1

Ecosystem generally healthy, 
but concerns about pollution 
and climate change raised

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 

news about Svalbard and the world's 

polar regions, plus extras for articles from 

the print edition. Among the latest news:

! Man attempts to sail around Svalbard

! Greenland happy to be new oil frontier

! Mine rescue in Chile may take months

! Arctic musk oxen really, really hate dogs

Another eruption from Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull volcano halted 
all Svalbard air traffic this week as the ash cloud passed directly 
over the area, but the disruption was much less severe than a 
month ago when a blanket of ashes passed over mainland Norway 
and much of Europe.

About 70 people were stranded each way on passenger flights 
scheduled Wednesday between Longyearbyen and Tromsø, with 
Scandinavian Airlines rebooking them on regularly scheduled trips 
that resumed Thursday. (Note: Days reflect a delayed press time of 
noon May 20). 

Air ambulance and Svea mining flights that were suspended 

Yes, we love this country as it rises forth, 
rugged and weathered, but sometimes it'd be easi-
er to honor it with a little less weathering.

Birgitte Bossart, 13, is among the latest wom-
en to stand up and fight as if she were a man. But 
it was the elements rather than an invading army 
threatening to topple the flag as high winds con-
stantly threatened to knock it from her hands dur-
ing this year's Norwegian Constitution Day 
memorial salute Monday.

A midday human train marching through 
Longyearbyen's streets, ending with a salute at the 

The percentage of Norwegian students at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard dropped 14 percent in 2009 
due to a cost-saving reduction in courses offered, ac-
cording to the university's annual report.

UNIS finished the year with a 1.7 million kroner 
surplus, an increase in externally funded research 
projects, and numerous projects and events attracting 
international interest, the report posted Thursday at the 
university's Web site states. A total of 353 students 
completed courses, up from 334 in 2008, but 35 per-
cent of last year's students were from Norway com-

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Gilles Reboisson says his fellow countrymen expect 
at least one good French meal during kayak expeditions 
in the remote wilds of the Arctic. That means porting a 
lot of groceries from home, but at least guides are spared 
the challenge of baking.

"The bread here is quite good for French people," he 
said. 

Reboisson, whose duties for Svalbard Nature range 
from marketing to guiding tours,  said this is a tough 
year with the company's five Svalbard employees down 
from nine a few years ago. But he said "Svalbard is 
gold" compared to other Arctic tours offered by his com-
pany in locations such as Greenland.

"For me it's the base in the Arctic because there is a 
lot of animals, glaciers and we can do a lot of kayaking 
because the weather is good," he said.

The toughest challenge among his many duties these 
days is collecting and making payments, Reboisson said.

"With the economic conditions it's hardest to get 
money from customers quickly," he said. That's compli-
cated by the fact nervous vendors want their money for 
services faster.

Another setback this year is the company can't offer 
its longest trips, to the northern tip of Spitsbergen be-

An abundance of empty spaces awaits vehicles in the parking lot at Svalbard Airport after numerous 

local residents returned from summer holidays during the past week. Adequate space in the lot has 

been a problem during previous summers when some residents would leave their cars for months, 

but Airport Director Ole Rambech said a fee system implemented this year resolved the issue.

Washing cars right in Arctic a challenge

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

CLEAN, from page 1
the parking lot at work.

"That's the only way unless you have a 
bucket," he said.

Olsen said he needs to wash about 1,000 
cars a year to break even, but the vast majority 
of cleanings will be for his rental fleet.

"That will save me a lot of money at work," 
he said.

Keeping the vehicles clean after every rental 
has been a challenge, Olsen said.

"It was hard because you had to know some-
body who had a high-pressure water system at 
work," he said. The Svalbard governor's office, 
Longyearbyen fire station and Store Norske are 
among the limited places with such facilities.

The wash is rigged inside a metal structure 
that served as a garage at The University Cen-
tre in Svalbard until it was moved about a 
decade ago. Olsen originally hoped to open the 
10-year-old wash, purchased from a mainland 
dealer and brought up from a gas station in 
Voss, in 2008. But difficulties getting the 
driveway paved resulted in the delay.

The challenges aren't over, since nobody has 
experience with such a device in Svalbard's 
unique Arctic conditions, Olsen said. 

"We have to try to find the right soap and 
products for washing the cars because it's total-
ly different from the mainland," he said. The 
main problem on the mainland is salt, while 

Longyearbyen's debris includes unusually 
sticky sand sand and coal dust.

The self- and auto-cleaning facilities are 
open 24 hours a day, but customers must pur-
chase custom cards that operate them, Olsen 
said. The cards can be purchased at the rental 
counter at the airport and when the car wash is 
staffed, which will be from 5 to 6 p.m. week-
days during the opening phase. He said he may 
arrange to sell cards through another business 
such as the Mix Isbjørn kiosk.

Olsen said he expects more than cars will 
get cleanings, including boats, bicycles and, 
yes, the snowscooters that outnumber vehicles.

"I'm sure it will happen sometimes," he said.
Furthermore, "if the housewife has a carpet 

she can come down here and lay it out," Olsen 
said.

Olsen estimates the automatic wash uses 
200 to 400 liters per use, depending on the lev-
el of cleaning. He said drains capture the wash 
water and filter it before being discharged into 
the sea, with oil and other contaminants cap-
tured in a tank and eventually transported to 
the mainland.

He said he expects peak usage of the ma-
chine during May due to muddy conditions 
from snow melt and September in preparation 
for winter.

"We have the lowest fares of all (46) Avinor 
airports and we have not received any com-
plaints," he wrote.

One group with nothing to complain about 
was taxi drivers, some of whom said they 
brought in extra fares shuttling locals to and 
from the airport.

Rambech said income from parking fees 

was small and will be used to help pay for the 
new equipment. Income over the longer term 
may be used for projects such as expanding the 
lot.

No adjustments in the amount or time peri-
od of fees are planned, Rambech wrote.

"The goal was to make space available and 
have a small income," he wrote. "It seems we 
have achived just that."


