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Swine flu expected in Svalbard

Locals returning from travels seen
as main threat; officials ready, but

limited in number and resources

Tens of thousands of tourists may not have
infected Svalbard with A(HIN1) flu this
summer, but officials say locals returning from
travels are likely to bring the disease with them,

Tragedy and hope:
The legacy of 1918
Spanish Bu epidemic
in Svalbard
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posing a greater risk
due to their longer and
more intimate contact
with the community.
Preparations are
underway, including
vaccinating medical
staff and contingency

plans if the illness, also known as swine flu,
cause a shortage of emergency personnel. The
Svalbard governor's office is recommending
"people who think or know that they are infected
postpone their trip to Svalbard until they are
symptom-free," but no official travel restrictions
are in place or being recommended by health of-

ficials.

See FLU, page 2
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A poster in the waiting room at Longyearbyen Hospital offers basic safeguards to prevent Ru
infection. More information in English and Norwegian is available at www.pandemi.no.
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The Petrozavodsk remains stranded three months after running aground on the southern coast of
Bear Island, with offcials saying extensive damage and inhospitable shore geography makes the
operation risky. Photo by the Norwegian Coastal Administration.

Remaining fuel drained from ship

'Ghost ship' remains on Bear
Island three months after crew
neglect led to grounding

The remaining fuel has been drained from a

Russian ship nearly three months after it ran
aground on the southern coast of Bear Island,
but officials say removal of the vessel itself re-
mains risky and don't know when it may occur.

The Petozavodskdrifted astray and into

the coastline May 11, with the captain and first
mate receiving prison sentences for neglectful
behavior. Diesel spilled from the ship covered
several kilometers of sea in the protected bird
sanctuary, although officials say environmental
damage appears minimal due to the easy-dis-
persing nature of the light fuel.

"It was like coming aboard a ghost ship,"
the NRK news agency reported this week,

See SHIPWRECK, page 3
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Gone to the mowes

Icepeople will be at the Northern Traveling
Film Festival in Barentsburg and Pyramiden
from Aug. 14-20. The next print edition will
be Aug. 25, but daily festival and other polar
news updates will be at our blog at
http://coolestnewsonearth.blogspot.com

(or the "blog" link at www.icepeople.net).
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts)
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed
copies available free on a limited basis in
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are
availably locally and by mail upon request.
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff

Original contents of this publication can be
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the
source. The original writers, photographers
and other contributors retain their rights to all
published works.

Corrections policy

When we screw up you'll know about it — on
the front page. One of the big complaints
about newspapers is they tend to bury
corrections and clarifications deep inside
where few people who read the original article
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert
box on the front page will state what story is in
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material

Letters, columns, photos and other material
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for
published items since nobody here is getting
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are
highly preferred, although typing and/or
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel
and other reasons, but we will also make
every reasonable effort to contact the author
about any changes prior to publication.

s it the flu, or s it a cold?

s typically develop more Quickly and are move severe

How the flu infects you
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How to compare symptoms
Symptoms Cold Flu

3 person coughs or snaazes, releasin

Head Headache rare Achy

Yy sometimes

Throat Sore Sore sometimes

Sudden

High fever (over
102°F), chills

Bl

to three
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Vaccines may start arriving in October
FLU, from page 1 pantsdevelopedH1N1 flu symptoms.All six

Therewere 162,380laboratory-confirmed Norwegianborderguardstationson the Norwe-
casef theflu and1,154deathsasof Aug. 4, gian-Russiarborderhavealsobeenisolatedaf-
accordingto the World Health Organization, ter 50 of 600 personnel were infected.
although actual numbersare believed to be Therewere about200 confirmed casesof
somewhahigher The totalsarelow compared swineflu in 18 of Norway® 19 countiesat the
to theaverageof 3 million to 5 million flu cas endof July, accordingto the NorwegianHealth
es causingup to 500,000deathsannually but Directorate.
the potential infection rate and severity of Tourists,researcherand othershavebeen
H1N1 has many areastaking extraordinary arriving in Svalbardin large numberssince
measures. March, when the virus was originally detected

Schools,collegesand cinemahallsin In- in Mexico, but a visitor is a lower risk thanlo-
dia's commercial capital of Mumbai, for in- calsresidentswvho havebeenin othercountries
stance havebeenorderedto shutfor threeto for severalweeks,statedTrond Egil Hansena
sevendaysafter federalhealthofficials report doctor at LongyearbyenHospital, in an e-mail
ed 1,078 people of 5,000 nationwide tested Interview
positivefor HIN1. Chinahasimposedquaran "The locals that return from holiday are
tinesin infectedareasandthe U.S., oneof the supposedo be in tighter contactwith otherlo-
hardest-hitcountries, is preparingits largest cals living in Longyearbyen,"he wrote. "The
vaccinationcampaignin at least50 yearsasit risk of transmitting A(H1N1) is regardedas
expectsa secondvaveof infectionsasstudents greaterwhenyou areliving togetherandwork-
return to school. ing together than having tourists walking

An internationalyouth campin the west around.”
ern Norwegian town of Gloppen was shut A concernis the limited numberof medk

down in late July when 37 of 1,700 partici cal andaviationworkersin Longyearbyenand
what happensf they becomeill. Hansensaid.

But the hospitalis preparedto dealwith cases
locally unless they become severe.
Inﬂuenza A 1" ) "If someonegets seriouslyill and is in

needof treatmentwith respiratorfor sometime
How to Protect Yourself and Others | they will haveto be transferedto Troms¢,,"he
wrote. "Anyone infected and not seriouslyill
would be recommendedo stay at home and

et & ™™ [ minimize contact with others.”

B But Hansensaidthoseexperiencingsymp
toms suchas high fever, coughingand muscle
ache should be testedat the hospital for the

e b s | virus.

y — oty Vaccinationsare expectedto be available
by the beginningof October but initially only
in limited quantities, Hansen added.

e £ e "We are expectedrom the healthauthort

"-. ;E._‘::‘J::., i ===~ |ties to give highestpriority to thosewho will
y i =9 e haveto dealwith theill," hewrote."Thatis not
only the hospitalstaf, but alsosomeimportant

collaborationpartnersNext will bethoseat risk

Avod bugnp wamcesem | Of cOmplicatedlu, which includessomechron

kg Aamnts
b greeteg

ic diseasesuchasheartandlung diseaseand
diabetes."

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.
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Busking in the limelight

for spare change outside of Lompensenteret

Dag Magne Hellimo, left, and Jacoba Waksvik of Senja play traditional folk music on accordions

informally during their holiday cruise on Spitsbergen.

late Sunday afternoon. They also performed

Weather bad for rescue, but good for birds

SHIPWRECK, from page 1

basedon aninterviewwith Knut Arnhusof the
NorwegianCoastalAdministration."There are
food leftovers on the plates.In the cabin are
the photos of the families of the sailors."

The NCA, in a preparedstatementsaidre-
moval of oil from the ship by the companyTi-
tan SalvagewascompletedAug. 5. The opera
tion startedJuly 18, but wastemporarilyhalted
four days later due to poor weather

"The Norwegian Coastal Administration
and the CoastGuard has inspectedon board
and establishedthat the potential pollution
sourcesarenow removed,"the NCA statement
notes.

The seabirdcolonieson the southerrpartof
the island are considerecamongthe largestin
the northern hemispherewith some areasof
the sanctuarypopulatedby up to 50 birds per
squaremeter of land. NCA officials said the
poorweathemay havebeena blessingfor the
wildlife due to the lack of human activity

"Researcherat the Institute saysthatit ap-
pearsthat the incident with Petrozavodskhas
had little impact on the environment," the
agency'sstatementnotes. "There has beena

good nesting season for birds."

The ship's owner has beenorderedto re-
movethevesselput"it is regardless very dif-
ficult andrisky operation,"Arnhustold NRK.
He said he is not certainthe removal can be
completed this year

The Petmzavodskwas carrying 30 cubic
metersof oil divided into four containersThe
initial spill coveredabout a three-kilometer
wide areaof sea,but subsequenslow leaks
continuedto be reportedfor severalweeksaf-
terward.

Norwegian officials investigatedthe crew
after satellitetrackingindicatedthe vesselkept
a steadycoursein its collision with the shore.
The captainof the Petrozavodskvassentenced
to 18 daysin jail for drinking on duty, while
the first mate receiveda 40-day sentenceor
drinking and falling asleep while on watch.

The NorwegianCoastGuard'sshipidentifi-
cation systemon the north end of the island
lacked the range to detectthe Petozavodsk
wasoff courseandharshweatherkeptofficials
from reachingthe collision site for 20 hours.
Recommendationdor improving monitoring
and response are under consideration.

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN

VERDENS NORDLIGSTE XIS

A plum (tree) of a discovery
by UNIS student in Svea

A master'sstudentat The University Cen
tre In Svalbardhas madethe unusualdiscov
ery of two smallfruit treessproutingin Svea,
BenteSvedSkottvoll foundthemwhile partic
ipatingin avege
tation study with |~
Peld researcherg -
sending photos -
by mobile phone ="
to colleagues [, = o =
who said they [s#t T =l ( Sy

. Pt - X T B
are likely plum =75 5™ vf NN
trees. Both trees
havebeenpottedfor preservationbut someat
UNIS areworriedthey maybe smuggled'lt's
very cool to havea tree from Svalbardin the
garden,"wrote ProfessoiPernille BronkenEi-
desen in an e-mail from theeld study
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Time for a late-summer

cleaning, officials declare

A challengeto clean up litter, wrecked
equipmentand otherjunk this monthis being
madeby LongyearbyerandStoreNorskeofb-
cials. Rusty jugs, wood pallets, inoperative
snowscootersaand other waste are still scat
teredaroundthe city despitean effort earlier
this year that received a "lukewarm
reception.” Terje Carlsen, communication
managerfor Store Norske, said now may be
an opportunetime with peoplereturningfrom
travelsand"it is importantthatwe getit done
before the snow comes."

New semester starts at UNIS
Nearly 400 studentsbeganattendinglec
tures Monday at The University Center In
Svalbard. Administrative Director Gunnar
Sandsaid there are two to three applications
for eachvacancycomparedo threeyearsago
when all eligible applicantswere accepted
Mandatory Arctic survival training has al-
ready started."They go aroundin the hall-
ways with their survival suits on,” Sand sai(f.

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen

Wednesday
Mostly sunny and calm
winds; increasing clouds
overnight. High 4C (4C wind
chill), low 0C (OC wind chill).

Extended forecast:

Thursday
Low clouds. SE winds at 4
km/h. High 2C (2C wind
chill), low 1C (1C wind chill).

Friday

Sunday, partly sunny, 4C (4C), OC (-2C); Monday, chilly with wet snow, 1C (-1C), 1C (1C); Tuesday, partly

sunny, 2C (2C), 0C (-1C); Wednesday, clouds and sun, 6C (4C), 3C (1C).

Low clouds. SE winds at 4
km/h. High 3C (3C wind
chill), low 1C (1C wind chill).

Saturday
Low clouds. S winds at 6
km/h. High 3C (3C wind
chill), low 1C (1C wind chill).

Data provided by AccuW eather.com
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A black headstone and seven crosses at the rear

of Longyearbyen Cemetery, above, marks a row
of graves for the coal miners who died here
during the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918. The
town and a coal mining installation are shown at
right in a photo from that year. Canadian
researcher and author Kirsty Duncan led a 1998

scientibrc expedition to examine the bodies to

determine if the virus had been preserved by the
Arctic climate and if anything could be learned
as a result.

1918 flu epidemic brought tragedy,
hope of finding answers to Svalbard

Death of seven miners led to
expedition to see if cause of

rapid spread could be learned

When one of the world's worst epidemics
struck nearly a centuryago, thoseliving in the
Arctic were hit especially hard. And in the
gravesof sevencoal minerswho died in Svat
bard, there was once hope of finding cluesto
keep it from happening again.

The Spanishflu epidemicof 1918killed 20
million to 40 million peopleworldwide, com
paredto 28 million who died in the two world
warsandan estimated5 million who died dur-
ing the Black Death in the mid-13th century
Medical sciencewas at a loss to explain the
Spanishflu's rapid spreadwhich resulted in

7,300 deaths and 370,000 infections in Norwaypnd other areas where the disease spread.

Dozensof Svalbardresidentsfell ill during
the summerof 1918 and a few deathswerere-
ported,but the minerscameon thelastship car
rying workers fronifromsyg, that year

"The ship left Troms¢ on 21 September
1918for LongyearCity with sixty-nine healthy
youngpeople," wrote SigurdVestbyedDagbok
erin adiary keptby StoreNorske."All of them
fell ill duringthe two-day crossing,but noneof
the crew succumbedo Spanishflu, asthey had
all been sick with flu earlier that sumnter

The menwere 18 to 29 yearsold, the typi-
cal agerangeof flu victims, and were farmers
andfishermenfrom the mainlandhopingto earn

extra moneyas minersduring the winter. But
they died during the first weekof Octoberand
wereburied Oct. 27 in a row of gravesstill in
place today

Excerptsfrom Dagboker'sdiary are cap
turedin the 2003book"Hunting The 1918Flu:
One Scientist'sSearchFor A Killer Virus" by
Kirsty Duncan,a Canadianspecialistin medk
cal geographyandLiberal Partypolitician. She
led a multinational scientific expedition to
Svalbardin August 1998to dig up the graves
and examinesix of the sevenbodies(permis
sion was not obtainedfor the other'sfamily),
hopingtheArctic environmenmmight havepre-
served clues about the virus not possiblein
warmer areas.The project coincidedwith re-
searchbeingdoneon victims in Arctic Alaska

Tissuesfrom the victims' lungs, intestines
and other organs were collected once they
werelocatedusingground-pentratingadar ac
cording to aNew Yrk Timesaccount.

"The bodies, which were not embalmed,
will not be thawedor taken from the grave,
both out of respectandasa precautionagainst
the spreadof any infectiousmaterial,"the arti-
cle notes."The scientistsseriouslydoubt that
any of the flu virus will still be alive, but just
in caseeachwill be wearinga modified space
suit with self-contained breathing apparatus."
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.

What's up

Aug. 14-20

Northern Traveling Film Festival in
Barentsburg and Pyramiden. Movies,
tours and discussions about history,
politics and science. More information at
www.norfest.ru.

Aug. 16

8 p.m.: Movie: "Drag Me To Hell," U.S.
horror/thriller, ages 15 and up. Huset.

Aug. 23

6 p.m.: Movie: "Coraline And The Secret
Door," U.S. animated fantasy, ages 11
and up. Huset.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Last Chance Harvey,"
U.S. drama, all ages. Huset.

Aug. 27

2 p.m.: Meeting of cultural and leisure
enterprise board. Naeringsbygget 1,
"Tundra" room.

Aug. 28

9 a.m.: Meeting of the board of
enterprise growth. Neeringsbygget 1,
"Tundra" room.

Aug. 30

7 p.m.: Movie: "Harry And The Half-
Blood Prince," British adventure/family,
ages 11 and up. Huset.

Sept. 3

6 p.m.: Activity Fair. Information about
activities offered for kids, students and
adults by various organizations in
Longyearbyen. Coffee and waffles will
also be sold. Svalbardhallen.

Sept. 6

6 p.m.: Movie: "Ice Age 3: Dawn of the
Dinosaurs," U.S. family, ages 7 and up.
Huset.

8 p.m.: Movie: "The Hauntings In
Connecticut," U.S. thriller/horror, ages 15
and up. Huset.

Sept. 7

10:15 a.m.: Meeting of the environment
and industry committee, Naeringsbygget
1, "Tundra" room.

What's online

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of
news about Svalbard and the world's
polar regions, plus extras for articles from
the print edition. Among the latest news:

I ATP: Svalbard warms 3-5%C since 1990
I Arctic ice melt may set record

I Nazi sympathizer honored in N. Norway
I' Cloud-making ships to bght warming?




