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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.
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MAKSYM BOREIKO

Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy, with 
moderate winds and temperatures 
ranging from 4C to 8C.

Full forecast page 3

Least-wanted list: How to avoid being one 
of "those" shippy summer tourists.

Page 7

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.

icepeople.net

TORGEIR PRYTZ

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

Visitors use, destroy grill at 
cabin; some owners wonder if 
security cameras are needed

The grill area of a cabin owned by Torgeir Prytz 
lies damaged after being used by visitors.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

An unidentified Trondheim man won 13,58 
Twenty pe

See MISADVENTURE, page 7

See REALITY, page 4

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Maksym Boreiko is a rugged explorer. He's also a 
rash one whose hopefully thankful he's alive.

The 21-year old Ukrainian man's trip to Svalbard 
was anything but one of the cushy tours most summer 
visitors experience. Accustomed to traveling alone 
and uninhibited through Russia and most of Europe 

on foot and by hitchhiking, while spending little or no 
money, he decided upon arriving in Longyearbyen to 
walk to Barentsburg and back.

"I wanted to talk with people in Barentsburg 
because they are mostly Ukrainians," Boreiko said 
while relaxing at Longyearbyen Camping after an 
expedition that was far more arduous than planned. 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Some intruder left some extremely bizarre 
(and probably toxic) items at the coal miner 

statue in the town center and Elene Nilsen is 
determined to catch 'em all.

Nilsen 22, who by day is a mild-mannered 
receptionist at the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel, is 
among the small but rapidly growing citizen 
militia participating in countering perhaps the 

worse pollution and invasive species problem 
in Svalbard ever. At the statue, she pulls out a 
small space-age device and directs a beam 
toward the debris that seems equally invisible 
to the tourists passing by obliviously.

Unarmed man's walk to Barentsburg, Isfjord Radio 'a lesson for the others'
Uninhibited misadventurer

 It was the life here It's the life here Trip trashed Which is more dizzying?
Guess whose 
mom ended 
cleanup cruise
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Or, more 
specifically, it 
was 

Page 9

Megahit local 
beer or 300 kr. 
local water?

Page 2

Or, more 
specifically, it's 
been reborn

Page 12

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
The real Elene Nilsen, left, discovers a PokeStop at the miner statue in the center of Longyearbyen. At center, the virtual Nilsen collects Poke Balls, 
an egg and a potion from the location. At right, the real Nilsen seems to be the only one aware of a virtual (and rather furry) crab near the PokeStop.

ELENE NILSEN (SORT OF) AND NINTENDO (SORT OF)

See INVADERS, page 4

Civilians rapidly joining world's 
northernmost Pokémon Go 
militia to catch new intruders



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
Mark Sabbatini

Principal of principles
Kristan Hutchison

Psychiatrist
Irene Gallion

Accomplice
Jeff Newsom

Mailing address
Icepeople
Vei 210 -2- 13
Longyearbyen, Svalbard
9170
Norway
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Norway: +47 41 51 46 38
U.S. +1 (970) 673-4472

E-mail
marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Web site
www.icepeople.net

Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We just loved (coughed) how "Titanic" 
managed to make the deaths of 1,500 people a 
drama about something other than what it really 
was (but since the target audience didn't know 
the ship existed in real life, hey) so when Jack 
decided to host a charity auction to protect 
the planet we figured things might get a bit 
wiggy when we learned a trip here (and to 
"the three Poles," which we'll get to in a 
minute) was among the items for bid. But, 
since we're impartial journalists we'll report and 
let you decide: "Winner will spend the night on 
the North Pole and fly further [huh?] to an ice 
camp to meet polar scientists who will talk 
about climate change in the Arctic. Then fly 
back to Svalbard Island [oops] to visit research 
stations and go on a dogsled safari to watch po-
lar bears in the wild. This may be the last 
chance in history to ever visit the North Pole in 
daylight." [WTF?] As for the "three Poles" 
thing, OK we can see that since there's the geo-
graphical and magnetic Poles, but noooo….. 
Again, from the auction calendar: "Finally, dur-
ing one week you will have the unique opportu-
nity to fly into the famous Mt. Everest Death 

Zone." And while the package is likely to cost 
even more than a movie ticket and large pop-
corn, it's probably no surprise Jack isn't going 
with you since he's seen enough ice to last a 
lifetime. BTW, his foundation has awarded 
about $60 million in environmental grants since 
1998, while we've killed who knows how many 
trees printing this rag since then, so…

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Got a serious hankering for ice water (seriously)

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

Um, didn't Jack see enough ice during that 
whole Titanic thing? Yup, which is why if you're 
the high bidder for his charity auction trip here and 
to the North Pole he won't be going with.you.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

AVINOR

COURTESY OF SVALBARÐI 
Svalbard Bryggeri may have generated most of the buzz during the past year when it comes to 
local liquids, but these frozen chosen dudes managed to make some folks woozy by selling (yes, 
lots of people are actually buying it) local glacier water at for 300 kroner for a 750ml bottle (tip: 
you'd need to bring a few for this hike). And lest one scoff, Svalbarði (don't get us started, but the 
name for some reason is Icelandic), was awarded "best-tasting super-low minerality water" at the 
International Fine Water Tasting Competition 2016, held recently in Guangzhou, China. A total of 
70 waters from 25 different countries competed for medals, judged against their overall quality 
including appearance, aroma, taste, mouthfeel and aftertaste.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com



Bear of a trip
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. NW winds to 29 km/h. 
High 9C (7C wind chill), low 
6C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Rain. Variable winds to 18 km/
h. High 13C (12C wind chill), 
low 9C (7C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. NE winds to 29 km/h. 
High 8C (6C wind chill), low 
5C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 7C (4C), 5C (2C), light 24:00h; Monday, rain, 7C (4C), 6C (3C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, cloudy, 
7C (4C), 6C (3C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, 6C (3C), 5C (1C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. variable winds to 15 
km/h. High 11C (10C wind 
chill), low 8C (6C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Private companies question 
Store Norske's tourism plans 

Store Norske's plans to develop Svea as a 
tourist destination in cooperation with Spits-
bergen Travel are raising concerns among oth-
er local tourism companies and officials, who 
say the government-owned company should 
not be allowed to offer subsidized activities 
that compete with private companies. The pri-
vate operators, who agreed to speak on condi-
tion of anonymity, said part of the concern is a 
passage in the government's new "white 
paper" for Svalbard that states "facilitating 
business and especially the tourism industry, 
stands out as one of several measures that can 
contribute to the achievement of objectives. 
At the same time, the state should not be a 
tourism operator." Visit Svalbard Director 
Ronny Brunvoll said there should be equal ac-
cess to Svea, where it is hoped tourism and 
other activities such as Arctic infrastructure 
research can replace some of the jobs lost with 
the suspension of coal mining this year.

Food agency wary about
livestock in new greenhouse

An attempt to populate Longyearbyen's 
first outdoor greenhouse with pigs, chickens 
and quails is in hold as the application to do is 
still being considered by the Norwegian Food 
Safety Authority, which notes extremely strict 
restrictions exist on importing animals to the 
archipelago. Benjamin Vidmar is seeking the 
permit for the greenhouse that opened this 
month. Hilde Haug, head of the food safety 
agency, said exceptions have been made to 
Svalbard's ban on importing live animals, but 
"in practice, only dogs that are granted an ex-
emption in recent times, and these are subject 
to stringent requirements for vaccination and 
parasite treatment." Cows, pigs, horses and 
chickens did exist in the Russian settlements 
during their peak coal mining days, but their 
numbers have been greatly reduced since 
stricter regulations were introduced in 1988. 
There are now only pigs in Barentsburg and 
they will most likely be gone soon as well. 
She said it's a plus Longyearbyen now has a 
full-time veterinarian's office, "but that does 
not change the need to think about prevention 
in relation to infectious diseases, and we will 
continue to have restrictive exemptions."

Mother polar bear and two cubs 
force participants in governor's 
annual cleanup cruise to flee

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

An undeniably trashy trip had an exciting 
ending as participants in The Governor of 
Svalbard's annual cleanup cruise had to flee a 
beach when a polar bear family waddled nearby.

"They were relatively far away, so we were 
not really afraid," Tereza Švecova told NRK. 
"But it was not long before they were exactly 
where we had just stood and picked up 
garbage."

The mother bear and two cubs forced the 
dozen participants to abandon cleanup efforts 
on the final day of the five-day cruise. Solvår 
Reiten, a pollution and environmental advisor 
for the governor, told the news agency the 
animals' presence means a lot of trash is still on 
the shore. 

"We have not picked the same volume of 
garbage as in years past, partly because we 
have been interrupted by polar bears both 
Thursday and Friday," he said.

About 30 cubic meters of trash were 
collected during the five-day cruise, the first of 
two this month. The second cruise is scheduled 
to begin Monday.

A record 155 cubic meters of trash was 

collected in 2013, 89 cubic meters in 2014 and 
101 cubic meters in 2015.

Polar bears have disrupted other cleanup 
cruises since they began in 2000, including one 
in 2014 that was snagged in a fishnet. It 
managed to free itself of the net eventually, but 
the cruises are intended to collect such debris 
because of the risk it poses to wildlife.

The cruises typically alter their focus 
between large and small trash every other year. 
Smaller objects are often consumed by birds 
and other small animals, often blocking their 
digestive tracts and passing toxins up the food 
chain.

Although the cruises have visited most of 
Spitsbergen's northern shoreline, they continue 
returning to previously visited spots because 
the debris reaccumulates roughly every six 
years.

Most of the 12 participants in each cruise 
are picked in a lottery drawing, with two spots 
auctioned off for charity.

A mother polar bear and her two cubs force participants cleaning up a Spitsbergen beach to flee. 
VIDAR ARNESEN / SYSSELMANNEN

Editor's note
I am scheduled to participate in next 

week's cleanup cruise, which means the next 
fishwrapper will be much, much later and 
much, much trashier than usual.



Pokémon occupy Vei 232 and the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel, left and center, shortly before being caught by Elene Nilsen. At right, Nilsen, who found a 
Poke Stop at the miner statue in the center of Longyearbyen, discovers a second Poke Stop by turning around toward the shovel plaque at the post office.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

INVADERS, from page 1

Meet the really invisible army
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLEELENE NILSEN (SORT OF) AND NINTENDO (SORT OF)

"I got two Poke Balls, a Pokémon egg and 
one potion to heal the Pokémon," she observes.

Yes, heal. Nilsen may be a captor, but she's 
a kind one who doesn't keep her captees in 
gulags and so far hasn't been inclined to force 
them to fight other captees in arenas tactfully 
categorized as "gyms." In fact, her enlistment is 
basically the result of some of her fondest 
memories of a mostly innocent childhood.

"Pokémon is famous worldwide," said 
Nilsen, who began playing the original version 
of the famous game at the age of six. "Pokémon 
is one of my generation's biggest games. It was 
something new. I was small. It was colorful. I 
admired the imaginations of the people who 
wrote it."

The latest of many titles in the series is 
Pokémon Go, which has been downloaded at 

least 15 million times (not counting unofficial 
copies) since being released July 6, caused 
countless amounts of chaos as captors visit 
dangerous and sacred sites, and gotten media 
coverage from every media entity on Earth and 
probably some other planets (including, sigh, 
us…although we're not mentioning That 
Company by name).

The game became officially available in 
Svalbard this week and for Nilsen it was, well, 
virtually electrifying.

"On the old version I had to sit inside and 
play," she said. "When I was a kid all I wanted 
to do was go outside and catch Pokémons. It's 
kind of been like a dream come true."

Her cleanup efforts at the statue were 
reward seconds later when she turned around 
and discovered one of the alien species 

standing on the main pedestrian walkway 
through town. She again resorted to her handy 
device, which by some magic power managed 
to store all those bulky items she found, and 
used it to hurl a Poke Ball at the critter.

Without resorting to interrogation, she 
discovered the detainee was indeed a highly 
sought-out occupier

"That is the biggest one," Nilsen said, 
referring to the creatures she's caught so far. 
"It's a crab. I didn't expect this one to be that 
good."

The crab (using the totally non-obvious 
alias of "Krabby") possess a "combat power" of 
130, whereas others she's caught so far have 
ranged between 50 and 100. (Still, it's not she 
caught the Pokémon Bin Laden, since it's 
ranked the 118th in power out of the games 151 
critters).

Some locals enlisted in the militia well 
before it was officially deemed "well 
regulated." One such participant, granted 
anonymity because he "felt like a bit of an 
asshole" for helping the game's servers crash 
due to the extremely high number of players, 
said he found plenty all over town during the 
few hours he kept it on his magical gadget.

He also discovered the existence of a 
militant with the nickname of "Whiteout666" 
occupying over lots of Longyearbyen's public 
property with a Bundy-like vigilance.

"He owns all the gyms. He must have been 
playing it since it was first released in the 
United States," said the anonymous captor, who 
plans to reenlist now that the militia has been 
recognized.

However, this particular militia will be 
roaming a battlefield full of hazards like 
nowhere else. Recon suggests those critters and 
items are now in places like decaying mine 
sites and glaciers near town (and who knows 
what militants with satellite gadgets will find 
way beyond town).
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9

Christian Thorensen, who in real life is an executive officer at The University Centre in Svalbard who tends to go places Pokémon don't, managed to 
quickly conquer the creatures and take over their local "gyms" – and then lost his crown just as quickly when he had to gall to travel some more.

COURTESY OF CHRISTIAN THORENSEN

Presenting the unedited diary of the world's northernmost Pokémon Go kingpin (for a day or two)

Pokéing around
By CHRISTIAN THORENSEN
(A.K.A. WHITEOUT666)

I found out about the game late last Friday 
night (from my cousin) and on Saturday 
morning I installed the game to see what it was 
about – I was simply curious. (I used to play 
Pokémon Red way back – starting at age 11.)

Of course there was no Pokémon in my 
apartment, so I went outdoor to look a bit 
around – and I found a few. I quickly learned 
what the game was about (capture monsters and 
find pokestops/gyms in order to gain levels, 
items etc.), from the game itself and some info 
from my cousin.

On my second trip (hunt?) that day I went 
into the city centre, and found lots of 
pokestops, and, of course, the Rabalder gym. I 
was only level 3 or 4 at the time, so I was not 
able to “capture” the gym (you need to be level 
5). The gym was, at that time, colored grey, 
meaning that no team had “occupied” it.

That evening, after reaching level 5, I took 
a small tour around town, and captured the 
Rabalder gym (which was then colored red/
Team Valor). I chose the red team as well, so I 
added one of my monsters to the one being 
there. I also found, and captured the gym 
outside Jason Roberts Production and the one 
outside the North Pole Expedition Museum – 

both being grey (no team in control).
On Sunday, I went down to the Rabalder 

gym, which had been captured by a blue/Team 
Mystic player so I fought and won the gym 
back, before walking up to Nybyen, past Huset 
and down to Skjæringa. On my way I found 3 
more gyms (Huset, John Munro Longyear and 
Taubanesentralen), all grey (unoccupied). So 
when I got back home I had “occupied” (all?) 6 
gyms.

I guess(timate) I spent around 5-6 hours in 
total during Saturday and Sunday on this game. 
Still, this was mostly walking around in town to 
see which (types of) Pokémon that were in 
Longyearbyen. I guess I was one of the first 
players in Longyearbyen, which is why I found 
all the unoccupied gyms around town.

I did not use any IAPs (in-app purchases). I 
still had all the gyms when I left the island on 
Monday and Tuesday morning, but then I 
gradually lost the gyms over the next two days, 
and I think I lost the last one sometime on 
Thursday. Not being in Longyearbyen I have 
no idea who took them, or if there many people 
now playing…

As for “pitfalls” or “hazardous” areas 
around town… there is of course chances of 
sprained ankles, walking into other people/
building, cross the street without paying 

attention to cars, and so on.
I did not see any pokestops or gyms on the 

mountain sides around Sukkertoppen, Mine 2B, 
or Platåfjellet/Varden. I don’t know about 
Svalsat or Mine 7, maybe there’s something 
there…maybe not. (I don’t really know what 
the game Ingress was about, but that game is 
the base/foundation of Pokémon Go and the 
positioning of the pokestops and gyms.) I don’t 
think (or hope!) there will be any problems 
regarding hazardous areas in Longyearbyen.

I really doubt we will see any robberies on 
remote pokestops in Longyearbyen! On the 
bright side, however, the game will bring 
(more) people outdoors and walking.

How long I will play the game? I have 
really no idea… I still play on the mainland – I 
mean, it’s less than one week since I started! – 
and will probably continue during summer and 
when I return to Svalbard in August; I need to 
check out the gyms to see if I’m able to retake 
them (or strengthening them). Don’t know how 
long I will continue, but I will probably be too 
busy in late august (sports, friends returning 
after summer, etc.) to be able to play and enjoy 
the game.

And I work full-time as well…
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives
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Walk there, fly back

See MIDADVENTURE, page 8

A topographical map shows the route Maksym Boreiko walked unarmed from Longyearbyen to Barentsburg to Isfjord Radio (solid red line), his short 
attempt at a return journey (thick dashed line) and his quick return home aboard one of The Governor of Svalbard's rescue helicopters (thin dotted line).

MAP COURTESY OF THE NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

MISADVENTURE, from page 1
"And I wanted to talk about their life in the 
Arctic Circle. People were very friendly to me 
there. They told me about the polar night which 
is very depressing and, because there are no 
facilities in the city, they don't know what to 
do.”

The first night he stayed at an uninhabited 
cabin at Grumant, the second at a cabin at 
Colesbukta, the third in a tent next to the 
Russian settlement.

“It was really hard physically, but amazing 
rest for my mind,” he said.

Once Boreiko reached Barentsburg, he 
realized it might be for the first and last time, 
so he decided to go far as possible: Isfjord 
Radio – but that would definitely be the end of 
trek.

“I also read about polar bears and the 
necessity of having a rifle," he said. "I thought 
it was only a recommendation and I got the 
impression from people visiting Svalbard that 
there were not so many polar bears in this area. 
So I decided to economize the weight in my 
backpack, money and time asking for 
permission, and went without a rifle, taking my 
own risks.”

“I wanted to see the wild nature and to go 
in uninhabited land, to be alone with animals.”

Indeed, Boreiko met only one group of 
Slovakians, but he saw reindeer, Arctic foxes, 
many birds and, fortunately, no polar bears.

“It was pretty fine, bright sunshine, really 
warm," he said. I crossed all the rivers, strong 
waterfalls, very cold water. Usually my shoes 
where wet, because of the Arctic ground being 

very wet in the summer.”
The trek to Isfjord Radio took two days 

and Boreiko described the going as very 
difficult due to cold weather and strong winds.

“I had to cross around ten big rivers," he 
said. "When I got to Isfjord Radio it was really 
hard to move against the wind – maybe one 
kilometer an hour.

Boreiko then asked the hotel's admin-
istration about joining a returning tour boat. 
But, of course, the crazy weather prevented a 
boat from arriving and it appeared one wouldn't 
the next day. He said the best thing to do was to 
follow what he said was the staff's advice: go 
all the way back to Barentsburg, spend the 
night in a shelter and arrive early in the 
settlement in the hope of catching a boat back 
to Longyearbyen.

It's possible a mix-up in communications 
explains what happened next.

A few hours later, he was cooking in the 
warm and dry shelter of a cabin, happy to be 
protected from the wind, when a shocking thing 
occurred: he could suddenly hear a very loud 
noise. Even the wind could not make that much 
noise. A glance through the windows revealed a 
helicopter was arriving.

“My first idea was: this is for another 
group, because I'm fine, have warm clothes and 
I have enough food," Boreiko said. "So I started 
eating my food, and the helicopter went further 
on. I thought it was OK. I started making some 
tea with chocolate and then the noise was 
getting so loud that it felt like it would break 
my head. I saw that it was landing next to the 
cabin. I came outside, met the two rescuers, 

two pilots and one doctor...they invited me 
inside. I took all my things very quickly and we 
departed."

Which is why the next visitor at the cabin 
will find a cup of tea awaiting on the table.

“It was my first flight in a helicopter. All 
the distance I've walked for five days we 
covered in only 15 minutes," Boreiko said.

As it turned out, The Governor of Svalbard 
sent one of its two rescue helicopters to the 
cabin after being notified about Boreiko's trip 
by staff at Basecamp Spitsbergen, which 
operates Isfjord Radio, according to Steinar 
Rorgemoen, the company's general manager.

He said Isfjord Radio employees told 
Boreiko to go to the Russian cabin he was 
found at once he announced his intention to 
depart. The staff then contacted Russian 
officials to see if they could transport him back 
to civilization. The staff subsequently contacted 
the governor's office for informative purposes 
and officials there made the decision to send 
out a rescue helicopter.

"We cannot hold back people," Rorgemoen 
said when asked why the staff let Boreiko 
depart the station without a weapon when one 
is required outside settled areas. "We don't have 
the authority."

Boreiko spoke at length of the kindness the 
rescuers and the police showed as they brought 
him back to the campsite in Longyearbyen.

"They asked about my health, food and 
money; I was very happy about how they 
treated me," he said.

The next morning a police officer from the 
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

Who pays for 'rescue' of unarmed man?
MISADVENTURE, from page 7

Maksym Boreiko, left, prepares kasha at Longyearbyen Camping after his marathon unarmed hike to Barentsburg and Isfjord Radio. Photo by Marion 
Prudhon. At right, an overhead satellite image shows hazards that need to be navigated between Barentsburg and Isfjord Radio (marked with red dots). 

MARION PRUDHON / ICEPEOPLE

governor's office returned to the campsite to 
check up on Boreiko, asking about his health 
and if he had sufficent supplies.

“This guy was really friendly and very 
cool," Boreiko said. "Especially for me. On the 
second day he came back with a big bag of 
food. I was so surprised, it's really cute! Then 
he offered me a lift to the city.”

Such inquires by officials, however, are 
about more than kindness since the law requires 
anyone staying here to have enough resources 
to be self-sufficient. The governor will force 
people to leave otherwise, billing them for the 
expense if they are unable to pay for a ticket 
home. Since Boreiko is departing Svalbard on 
Friday, his case didn't merit such consideration.

Boreiko said he hasn't been told he will 
face criminal charges for breaking laws 

requiring proper precautions to prevent polar 
bear attacks and notifying officials about his 
travel plans beforehand, nor a fine for the cost 
of the non-emergency helicopter "rescue."

Similar past incidents have sparked local 
debate about whether people should be forced 
to pay the cost of rescues due to negligence and 
whether the failure to impose penalties 
encourages reckless behavior since people may 
presume they'll be rescued regardless.

But, while the governor has toughened 
penalties in recent years for people failing to 
take proper precautions when they are involved 
in polar bear encounters that results in an attack 
and/the killing of the bear, such penalties have 
generally not been imposed for non-emergency 
rescues.

Attempts to contact the governor's office to 
determine if penalties might be considered in 
Boreiko's case were unsuccessful as of press 
time.

Boreiko, who has been traveling between 
his studies and work in Kiev for the past five 
years, has experienced plenty of other 
adventures. He traveled to Baïkal Lake and 
most of the rest of Russia, along with most of 
Russia for what he said was about 45 kroner a 
day.

“It is a big experience to see how hard it is 
to live without money in European countries," 
he said.

After visiting Iceland last year, Boreiko 
decided to head for a more northern place 

above the Arctic Circle.
“One day, a friend in Kiev told me about 

Svalbard," he said, noting the decision-making 
process was short. "I look up where it was, got 
documentation, found a cheap flight ticket, 
bought it and decided to go to Svalbard this 
summer."

Boreiko said his trip here taught him 
several things. Besides the obvious lessons that 
people should be notified beforehand about his 
travel plans and a communication device 
should be carried in such an extreme setting, 
the "tame" part of the experience was different 
than his expectations.

“First, I thought it was a small city and I 
would not stay here that long," he said. "But I 
made a mistake and I met so many nice people, 
friendly and easy to communicate with, that I 
find it really interesting to stay in the safe 
area.”

And while he enjoyed stretching his limits, 
Boreiko said he definitely needs recovery time 
– and to warn those who might try what he did.

“Maybe when I go home I will take a trip 
to the Black Sea to have a rest for my body," he 
said. "This trip was really interesting but I'm 
very tired physically.”

“I want to say thank you to these guys from 
the rescue group and all people that helped me 
during this time. This story should not be an 
example, but a lesson for the others.”

SATELLITE PHOTO COURTESY OF THE NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE



"Muckraking longer than it takes to chew muktuk"

Science projects shunning 
UK researchers after Brexit

 Scientists in the United Kingdom are be-
ing dropped from EU projects because of post-
Brexit funding fears, according to a confiden-
tial survey of the UK’s Russell Group universi-
ties. The EU partners are expressing concern 
about the UK’s ability to win future project 
grants. In one case, an EU project officer rec-
ommended that a lead investigator drop all UK 
partners from a consortium because Britain’s 
share of funding could not be guaranteed. The 
note implied that if UK organizations remained 
on the project, which is due to start in January 
2017, the contract signing would be delayed 
until Britain had agreed a fresh deal with Eu-
rope. The backlash began immediately after the 
June referendum when the failure to plan for a 
post-Brexit Britain cast serious doubts over the 
chances of British organizations winning fu-
ture EU funding. British researchers receive 
about £1 billion a year from EU finding pro-
grams such as Horizon 2020, but access to the 
money must be completely renegotiated under 
Brexit. The UK, like many countries, is placing 
increased emphasis on Arctic research and just 
debuted a new research vessel intended to 
work in Svalbard and other northern areas.

– The Guardian

Ship catches record 37 whales 
in nine days in Svalbard

Whalers are reporting another strong sea-
son, with one ship recently catching a record of 
37 whales in nine days in Svalbard waters. The  
Fiskebank 1 began its hunt at Bjørnøya and 
continued it in other southern waters of the 
archipelago. "We have not been so far away 
with a corresponding catch earlier," said Svein 
Hugo Torset Reitan, the ship's skipper. "We 
took 35 whales at about the same time last year. 
We are not complaining about the past two sea-
sons." Norway's whaling season began April 22 
with a quota of 880 animals. So far about 660 
have been caught, meaning the season will like-
ly last until August or September.

– NRK

Arctic research, security to 
suffer as Britain exits EU 

Svalbard is getting warmer faster than most 
places on Earth and now it may also be getting   
a lot cloudier since climate change appears to 
be pushing them toward the Poles,  according 
to a study published that used satellite data to 
track cloud patterns during two decades starting 

in the 1980s. Clouds in the mid-latitudes shifted 
toward the Poles during that period, as the sub-
tropical dry zones expanded and the highest 
cloud-tops got higher. These changes are pre-
dicted by most climate models of global warm-
ing, even though those models disagree on a lot 
of other things related to clouds, says Joel Nor-
ris, a climate scientist at the University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego. "I guess what was surprising 
is that a lot of times we think of climate change 
as something that’s going to occur in the 
future," Norris said. "This is happening right 
now. It’s happened during my lifetime — it 
was a bit startling." About 70 percent of the 
planet is covered by clouds at any given mo-
ment. 

- KQED

Studying Svalbard's soil to 
predict mountains 'ungluing'

Cruise ship tourists are again paying a high 
price to become garbage collectors in Svalbard 
as passengers aboard the M/V Ortelius cleaned 
up about 16 cubic meters of waste from 4.25 
nautical miles of shoreline during a voyage this 
month. The total is 3.3 cubic meters than col-
lected during a similar cruise last year, when  
Oceanwide Expeditions initiated the concept of 

TUESDAY MONDAY

SUNDAY

Page 9July 12, 2016

Volume 1, Issue 14 svalbarddailyplanet.com

SATURDAY

See DAILY, page 10

SATURDAY

A whale caught in the southern waters of Svalbard awaits processing aboard the Fiskebank 1, which caught a record 37 whales in nine days in Svalbard.
SVEIN HUGO TORSET REITAN / FISKEBANK



a cruise where half of the shore time is spend 
cleaning up beaches. The cleaning efforts were 
concentrated in the historically important areas 
around Danskøya and Amsterdamøya in  
Northwest Spitsbergen National Park which are 
significant sites associated with the late 19th 
century race to the North Pole and 17th century 
whaling ventures, respectively. The sites were 

selected in cooperation with The Governor of 
Svalbard, who provided support with large stor-
age bags and burlap sacks. The voyages have 
also attracted employees from the UN Environ-
ment Programme, the WWF, and PhD writers, 
who determined about 40 percent of the waste 
collected is nets and ropes, 40 percent plastic, 
10 percent floats, and 10 percent other objects.

– The Arctic Journal

Shocker: Arctic sea ice sets 
another record low in June

The Arctic sea ice hit another record low in 
June, the fifth month that has occurred this year 
after a record warm winter.

– Deutsche Welle
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9

THURSDAY

Tourists clear trash from a beach in Spitsbergen during a cruise aboard the M/V Ortelius where half of the time on shore is spent cleaning up rubbish.
OCEANWIDE EXPEDITIONS
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.

www.unis.no

Photo: Nils Pe!
er Dale

Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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July 13
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
July 13-14
Noon-1:30 p.m.: Art workshop for 
youths ages 7 to 12. Offered in 
Norwegian and English. Kunsthall 
Svalbard.
July 17
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Legend of 
Tarzan" (3D), U.S. action/adventure, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
July 19
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
July 20-21
Noon-1:30 p.m.: Art workshop for 
youths ages 7 to 12. Offered in 
Norwegian and English. Kunsthall 
Svalbard.
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
July 24
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Survivalist," U.S. 
suspense/thriller, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
July 27
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
July 20-28
Noon-1:30 p.m.: Art workshop for 
youths ages 7 to 12. Offered in 
Norwegian and English. Kunsthall 
Svalbard.
July 31
7 p.m.: Movie: "Ghostbusters," U.S. 
action/comedy, no age limited specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 3
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
Aug. 7
7 p.m.: Movie: "Jason Bourne," U.S. 
action/thriller, no age limited specified. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Ice melt means better internet in Alaska
● Russia has new Arctic underwater drone
● Greenland loses 1T tons of ice in 4 yrs.
● 'Saddest' polar bear is now in China mall

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Stone in storage for more than 
50 years turns out to be pioneer 
prehistoric fossil from Svalbard

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

I got a rock (yea!) 
JØRN HURUM

A small bone on a rock discovered in Svalbard in 1962 is the fossil of a small bird or dinosaer.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It was just a rock that's been sitting in 
storage for more than 50 years. But the 
accidental rediscovery of the now-dusty object 
has researchers rocking as it appears to be a 
"breakthrough" discovery of a fossil from 
Svalbard.

A rock with a white small bone imprint 
was found in Svalbard in 1962 by a 
paleontologist looking for fossil cephalopods, 
according to Forskning.no. He incorporated it 

into the collection of the Natural History 
Museum in in Oslo, but it was stashed away 
soon after. It was found again in 2011 during a 
routine review of some collections in the 
archive when researchers was actually looking 
for something else.

"We saw pretty quickly that this was either 
a bird or a dinosaur," Hans Arne Nakrem, a 
professor at the museum, told NRK.

Five years later, a group of researchers 
have determine the remains are of small bird or 
bird-like dinosaur. The study also shows the 
creature lived 113 million to 100 million years 
ago and was the size of a starling.


