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A sad
therapy
analysis

Longyearbyen residents must
now get psychological help on

mainland due to lack of funds

Psychologicatounselingwill nolongerbe
availablein Longyearbyenwith the city say
ing it canno longerafford to bring a specialist
up from the mainland on a regular basis.

A psychologistfrom Troms¢ has beenin
Longyearbyentwo days a week since 2007,
with 70 patientsrecently receiving treatment,
NRK reportedthis week. But Per Lofnes, the
specialistseeingthosepatients saidit is regret
tabletheywill now haveto travelto the main
land for help.

"Longyearbyenis a small and very trans
parentcommunity and thereis reasonto be-
lieve that mental health problems here are
moretabooandconcealedhanwhatis usually
the caseon the mainland,"hewrotein areport,
according to NRK.

The decisionwas also criticized by Mari-
anneR¢ iselandgeneralkecretaryfor Norway's
Council for Mental Health, who said raising
the thresholdfor treatmentis bad socially and
economically

"When peoplearementallyill therearetwo
thingsthatareimportant,“shetold NRK. "It is
early treatmentand treatmentin familiar sur
roundings Whenthesetwo factorsarein place

See THERAPY, page 4
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Gavin Newman, above, operates the
remote controls for an underwater
camera capturing images hundreds of
meters below the surface of waters in
Svalbard. At right, plants up to 200
meters below the surface are among
the species Newman says possess
surprisingly vibrancy and color. The
recordings are part of a three-month
expedition by Greenpeace aboard the
research vessel Esperanza to study
the Arctic maritime ecosystem. Photos
provided by Greenpeace.

A cause to sea colors

Greenpeace hopes images boost efforts to ban industrial activity

Greenpeacés pursuinganotherimplaust
ble causebut this time they'recertainlywork-
ing hard to charm the public with theif@ts.

Colorful images of deep-sedife in the
waters of Svalbard were seenall over the
world during the pastweek after being cap
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turedby remote-controlledamerasiuringthe
group'sthree-monthresearchmission aboard
the EsperanzaA statemenby the groupnotes
"In areas that are covered with sea ice
throughoutautumn, winter and spring, slow
See UNDERWATER page 4

Going to this summer school is cool

Students get immersion of science during three-week IPY course

At the very least,the cold and perils mean

there's little chance of falling asleep in class.

Walking on glaciers, riding zodiacs on
rough seas, dissecting seals and simulating
Arctic weatherdecadedrom now are among
the assignmentshronicledby 25 studentgar

ticipating in this year'sIPY PolarField School |

at The University Centre in Svalbard. The
three-weekcourse,which ends Friday, offers
participants an overview of environmental
changein the Arctic basedon past,presentand
future research.
"Not only havewe satthroughfascinating
See FIELD, page 3

Students in the IPY Polar Field School study
geological and biological history at Kapp Linné,
described by one participant as "a geological
mine field with exposed bedrock strata spanning
1.2 billion years." Photo by Marcus Zanacchi.
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts)
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed
copies available free on a limited basis in
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are
availably locally and by mail upon request.
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff

Original contents of this publication can be
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the
source. The original writers, photographers
and other contributors retain their rights to all
published works.

Corrections policy

When we screw up you'll know about it — on
the front page. One of the big complaints
about newspapers is they tend to bury
corrections and clarifications deep inside
where few people who read the original article
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert
box on the front page will state what story is in
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material

Letters, columns, photos and other material
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for
published items since nobody here is getting
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are
highly preferred, although typing and/or
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel
and other reasons, but we will also make
every reasonable effort to contact the author
about any changes prior to publication.

A researcher, above left, deploys buoys March 15 on drifting sea ice east of Kong Karls Land. At
right, a map shows the locations of the six buoys in April. The dark blue track is from the buoy
making it all the way to Longyearbyen. Photo and illustration by Aleksey Marchenko.

Message in a buoy for UNIS prof

One of six units set afloat in
March to track speed of sea ice

drift returns to Longyearbyen

It won't saveany desertisland castaways,
but the messagemay be a lifesaver for oil
companiesat a time whenthey'refacing great
uncertainty at sea.

One of six ice-tracking buoys deployed
about 20 kilometerssoutheasobf Kong Karls
Landby AlekseyMarchenko a professoiin ice
mechanics at The University Centre in
Svalbard,wasrecentlyretrievedat Vindodden
by UNIS crew The aim of the deploymentvas
to monitor the drift speed of sea ice.

"The main goal of the project was to
estimatethe inflow of multiyearseaice in the

Barents Sea through the strait between
Svalbardand Franz JosefLand," Marchenko
said in a statement issued by UNIS.

"The presencef multiyearseaice andice
begs in the Barents Sea is dangerousfor
offshorestructuressincemultiyearice is much
stronger than first-year ice."

Comparingthe speedof ice drift overtime
dueto climatechangemay further aid offshore
development planners, Marchenko added.

Five buoyswere deployedon the seaice,
and one on an icebeg eastof Heleysundein
the Olga Strait. Their meandrift speedvas8.4
nauticalmiles perday, similar to datacollected
dating back to 1914.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.

Briefly

Two kayakers trying to be
first around Svalbard

Two 22-yearold Norwegiansare attempt
ing to becomethefirst peopleto kayakaround
Svalbard an expeditionexpectedo lasttwo to
three months.

SebastianPlur Nilsen and Ludvig Fjeld
begantheirjourneyMonday hopingto circum
navigatethe archipelago'sour majorislandsb
Spitsbergen, Nordaustlandet, Edgesya and
Barentslsland. Two expeditionshave circled
Spitsbegen, but nobody has paddled around
Nordaustlandet.

Drift ice will play a major role in the
2,000-kilometertrip, particularly in northern
Spitsbegen and NordaustlandetThe average
summertemperatureis five degreesCelsius,
but weather is highly variable and unpre
dictable. Severalkayak expeditionshave also
been halted by polar bear or walrus attacks.

The pair plan to be self-suficient, with
their kayaksweighing300kilogramsat launch.

They also plan to hunt and fish along the way

All safe after Polar Star
grounds in Hornsund

The Polar Star ran agroundin Hornsund
last week, forcing the 67 passengersand 46
crew to transferto anothervesselto returnto
Longyearbyenaccordingto the Svalbardgov-
ernor's ofice.

The incident occurred last Wednesday

with no injuries reported. Passengersvere
transferredo the Fram andthe Polar Star re-
sumed service Saturday

Russia tries to set Arctic
borders during voyage

Russiais embarkingon a three-monthex-
peditionthis monthto determinethe bordersof
its continental shelf.

The countrywasthefirst of five to file re-
gueststo extendits shelf border beyondthe
standard200-mile limit. The United Nations
deniedthe requestciting a lack of evidenceto
support the claim.

The Akademik Fedowov researchvessel
will departArkhangelskon July 15. Russiahas
conductedo two otherArctic expeditionsbto
the Mendeleyewnderwaterchainin 2005and
to the LomonosovRidgein 2007Dto substan
tiate its territorial claims in the region.

Man on Svalbard flight
dies of heart ailment

An elderly manwho wentinto cardiacar-
rest during a charteredpassengeflight from
Germany to Svalbard died Saturday at
Longyearbyen Hospital.

The flight was over the BarentsSeawhen
the man passedut, accordingto The Aviation
Herald. The crewacceleratedhe approactand
landedabout40 minuteslater, butthe mandied
shortly after arriving at the hospital.
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A participant aims a rifle, above left, at the shooting range in Longyearbyen
during survival training at the beginning of the IPY Polar Field School at
The University Centre in Svalbard. Above right, students relax after a
geological and botany expedition to Nordenski6ld with a polar swim. At
right, the class wears survival suits in preparation for a dingy voyage '
across choppy waters to study flora and whale fossils at Kapp Linné. Rifle [E i
photo by Nils Arne Walberg, other photos by Marcus Zanacchi. |5

Select few spend their summer stud in

FIELD, from page 1

lectures and been guided through the

Longyearbyensurroundings,but the cultural
educationone garnerswhen 13 nationalities
arebroughttogetheiis staggering,twrote Han

nahKatzensteineof AustriaandHilary Dugan
of Canadain a June23-24 entry on the field

school's blog.

Of courseit isn'tall hardwork. In addition
to pizzaandbeer leisurepastimesnclude po-
lar swims, sightseeingcruisesand "speeddat
ing" Norwegian politicians.

This is the secondstraightyear UNIS has
hostedthe field schoolasa collaborationwith
the University of the Arctic, IPY Norway and
the Association of Early Career Polar
ScientistsAbout 150 peopleappliedfor the 40
hours of lectures, 30 hours of seminarsand
severaldaysof field excursionsb for a mere
250 Euro including housing costs.

Friday'sfinal examis B shudderb an oral
presentation with a poster presentation.

Students,of course,did plenty of other
challenging courseworkin circumstancedar
more dauntingthanthe library. Blog entriesat

"The day endedwith pizzaat UNIS," they
wrote.

While some lecturestook placein class
rooms,evenduring the first few daysstudents
got an immersionof all things scienceduring
nearby field excursions.

"Sitting atopa ridge yesterdayit wascom-
mentedthat one could teacha full courseson
glaciology, geomorphology, permafrost
science,cold-regionshydrology meteorology
arctic biology, and geology without moving
one®&feet,” Katzensteiner and Dugan wrote.

Only two breakswereschedulediuringthe
coursebut, like work time, thoseconsistedf a
mixture of leisure and learning.

"When a student,Nils Arne, invited us to
participatein the marineexcursionto the Rus
sian abandonedettlementPyramidenand our
mentor professor Olafur Ingolfsson told us
how we would proceedthrough 400 million
yearsof geologicalhistory mostof us support
ed this idea," wrote William Eucker of the
United Statesand Pavel AleksandrovichSuk
tanov of Russia in a June 26 UNIS entry

Among thefield studyprojectswasa June

the UNIS site (www.unis.no/20_RESEARCH/ 27 excursionto Endalen,where international

2070_IPY/Field_school_blog_2010.htm) and
elsewhereadetail their observationsas well as
what passes for recess in the far north.
Initiation consistedof hearingabout "this
huge,scarybearwalking outsideour barracks
just a week before,"wrote Nils Arne Walbeg
andAnja Lyng B¥kken,both of Norway; in a
June 21 UNIS entry Next was learning to
shoota rifle to fend bearsoff, followed by a
swim in the icy water wearingenormoussur
vival suits in case of accidents at sea.
Maybe the only thing typical?

tundraresearchled by IngibjSrg Jonsdottiris
being conducted.

"This project focuseson climate change
andhow it might affect theindividual respons
esof plants,"wrote SarahLee of Englandand
Kristin Heggland of Norway

"The experimentsconsistedof open top
hexagonal chamberswhich imitate climate
changeby increasingthe temperatureby 1-3
degrees within the chambers."

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.
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Homeowners won't pay for

grinders until problems fixed
Homeownersin Longyearbyenwill not
pay for food wastegrindersuntil they arecer
tain the units function properly accordingto
housingofficials. The first 365 homesreceiv
ing grindersexperiencegroblemswith leaks,
disconnectindhosescloggingandfood waste
coming up againin sinks. Expertselsewhere
arecritical of the units, sayingtheir designis
likely to be problematic.Acon Klimavent is
chaging 1,100 kroner per installation, but
HEvarFjerdingsy generalmanagerof Store
Norske Boliger, said her companywill with-
hold their estimated400,000kroner payment
until "we are confidentthe grinderswork un-
der contract." Longyearbyenhas mandateqg
grindersbe installedin all homes,but other
housingofficials saidthey arewithholdingin-
stallation and/or paymentuntil the problems
are resolved.

Memorial for mystery man

at Longyearbyen cemetery

Who was Viktor Kornilov and who
mounteda memorialplaqueto him on a stone|
at the cemetery in Longyearbyen? "We
learnedaboutthe plaquein the winter, anddo
not know the personwho has put up the
plaque,"said PerKyrre Reymert,cultural ad
visor for the Svalbardgovernor'ffice. A pic-
ture of the manshowsa hatandclotheswhich
don't seemtypically Russian,and the writing
is Latin ratherthanCyrillic. It is illegal to put
up memorialsfor unknown personswithout
permission.

Store Norske case likely to

go to mainland this week

An investigationinto yearsof question
able contractsby StoreNorskeis expectedo
be forwardedby Svalbardofficials to Troms-
Finnmark prosecutorghis week. "We do not
havenot the capacityto handlethe case,"said
Deputy Gov. Lars Fause."This is a large,
complex case." The review does not name|
specific personsor businessesput former
Store Norske Director Robert Hermansenis
accusedin audits of numerousirregularities
during his tenure from 1999 to 2008.

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen

Wednesday
Sun and clouds, a late
shower. E winds at 11 km/h.
High 4C (1C wind chill), low
4C (1C wind chill).

Thursday
Cloudy with a few showers.
SE winds at 8 km/h. High
6C (4C wind chill), low 4C
(2C wind chill).

Friday

Extended forecast: Sunday, mostly cloudy and rainy, 5C (3C), 2C (0C); Monday, cloudy with a possible shower, 4C (4C), 2C (0C);
Tuesday, low clouds with a couple showers, 3C (0C), 2C (1C); Wednesday, partly cloudy and warmer, 6C (5C), 1C (0C).

Low clouds. E winds at 5
km/h. High 7C (6C wind
chill), low 4C (3C wind chill).

Saturday
Cloudy. E winds at 3 km/h.
High 6C (6C wind chill), low
4C (4C wind chill).

Data provided by AccuWeather.com
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A thriving bsh and plant population on the
3oor of the seas off Svalbard, above, is part
of Greenpeace's effort to halt industrial
activities including bottom trawling in Arctic
waters. The images are being captured by
a remote-controlled camera, at left, during
a three-month research expedition.
International offcials concluded last month
more scientibc research is needed to
understand how climate change is affecting
bsh stocks in the Arctic. Photos provided by
Greenpeace.

Group hopes images help campaign

UNDERWATER, from page 1
growing sea anemones, tunicates and soft
corals thrive in spite of the harsh conditions."

Then comes the pitch: Climate change is
threatening what you see.

"Increased temperatures, changes in ocean
currents and ocean acidification are all affect-
ing this pristine ecosystem," the statement de-
clares. "At the same time, receding polar ice
allows industrial fishing trawlers to push into
previously unexploited territories. To protect
life on the ocean floor that has in the past been
protected by sea ice, Greenpeace is calling for
an international moratorium on all industrial
activities, including bottom trawling in the
Arctic Ocean."

The images are being captured by Gavin
Newman, a longtime underwater photographer
who is recording footage from one camera up
to 600 meters deep. A separate camera attached
to a remote operated vehicle is recording the

high-quality images at depths up to 200 meters.

"We came here very much prepared to sur-
vey vast areas of flat sand and mud, but we
have found an amazing amount of under water
biodiversity," Newman told CNN in a broad-
cast this week. "It is one of the most colorful
places I've dived apart from tropical coral
reefs. It really was very unexpected."

The Esperanza, scheduled to depart Sval-
bard this month with scientists who spent sev-
eral weeks conducting ocean acidification re-
search in Ny-Alesund, made its headlines here
last year by taking over Svea for a day in a de-
mand coal mining there and elsewhere cease.

Fisheries and other government officials
said Greenpeace's latest demands are either ir-
relevant or need additional study to determine
if restrictions — outright bans are unlikely — on
activity are necessary.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story

Counselor appeals halt to Svalbard visits

THERAPY, from page 1
it increases the chances that people recover
more quickly."

Per Lofnes, in his report, is appealing for
the visiting arrangement to continue. Ivar Und-
heim, Longyearbyen's administrative manager,
said a request for a more financially favorable
agreement will be sought from Helse Nord and
local officials will consider the situation this
fall.

"We have a wide range of emergency ser-
vices, but there is an insufficient supply of
mental health care," he told NRK. "There has
been an escalation in this field in all municipal-
ities on the mainland, but we can find no trace
of this on Svalbard."

Longyearbyen's residents tend to be short-
term, making it difficult to establish social net-
works and friendships, according to Lofnes. He
stated the absence of family may also increase
vulnerability in relation to mental strain.

Recent studies of Arctic communities show
depression-related problems like alcoholism
and domestic abuse increase the farther north a
town is located. But medical workers and
many Longyearbyen residents say unique cir-
cumstances such as above-average wealth,
abundant recreation opportunities and the elec-
tive nature of residency separate it from most
extreme latitude settlements.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story

What's up

July 8

7 p.m.: Exhibit opening: "EXPEDITION
into another dimension," by Polish
photographer Alina Jackiewicz-
Kaczmarek. On display until Aug. 31.
Galleri Svalbard.

July 11

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Polanski's Shadow,"
U.S./German action/drama, ages 11 and
up. Huset.

July 18

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Prince of Persia," U.S.
action/fantasy, ages 11 and up. Huset.
July 25

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Sex and the City 2," U.S.
comedy, ages 11 and up. Huset.

Aug. 1

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "The A Team," U.S.
action/adventure, ages 15 and up.
Huset.

Aug. 8

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Cash," Swedish action/
drama, ages 15 and up. Huset.

Aug. 14

Svalbard's National Day celebration.
Details to be published at
www.svalbardkirke.no.

Aug. 15

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "The Twilight Saga -
Eclipse," U.S. fantasy/romance/thriller,
ages 11 and up. Huset.

Aug. 22

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

6 p.m.: Movie: "Operasjon Froskeegg,"
Norwegian family film, all ages. Huset.

8 p.m.: Movie: "She's Out Of My
League," U.S. comedy/romance, all ages.
Huset.

What's online

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of
news about Svalbard and the world's
polar regions, plus extras for articles from
the print edition. Among the latest news:

e Oceans' poor health 'near irreversible’

e Russia to clean up its Arctic territory

e Chinese increasingly cruising Svalbard
e Arctic swimsuit issue 'reveals the melt'




