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A fast fall from gold to soot

Former Store Norske director
quits public board positions after

questions about contracts raised

"This is whereStoreNorske'sheartbeatsat
the moment,"the article begins."In time with
Robert Hermansen's big heart.”

The fawning 2008 profile in the industry
publicationGeolaudsthe company'shen-diree
tor for honoring mining culture traditions, ex-
celling at worker treatment, achieving large
profits throughinnovationand"not beingafraid
to get coal duston his nose."But it wasn'tjust
the industry heaping on praise.

Mainstream media coverage from After-
postento the BBC focusedon Hermansen'suc
cessin making Store Norske profitable and an
enduring sourcefor high-quality coal. He re-
ceived the Norwegian Mining Association's

highestawardin 2003 and last year a bust of
him was placed in the main entrance of
Longyearbyen's main municipal building.

The accoladescame to a swift end this
month.

Hermansen?1, resignedall boardpositions
in companiewith a publicinterestiastweekaf-
teragovernment-ordereduditquestioninchun-
dredsof millions of kronerin subcontractdy
Store Norske became public.

"I removedmyself from all my public of-
fices becauset is too difficult for me and for
thecompanied'm involvedin," Hermansersaid
in aninterview Friday with NRK. "Suchasthe
attentionand mediainterestin me and my past
in StoreNorskehasbeen,| cannotconcentrate
on the other duties.”

Hermansen,Store Norske's director from

See HERMANSEN, page 4
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A bust of Robert Hermansen, former director of
Store Norske, awaits visitors at the entrance of
Longyearbyen's main municipal building.

BN Summer gives
= cold shoulder,
- arms, legs, etc.

Annual solstice beach party draws
| hundreds, but only a brave few
| take a dip in near-freezing temps
The summerbeachparty wascold enoughfor
snowto fall from the overcastskies,but Marlene
Mellam, 15, said it was a much nicer day for a
swim than last month when the water was filled
with icebegs and predators.
Mellam, wearinga bikini revealingpendraw
ings by classmate®ver much of her body as a
pre-holidayfarewell, bravedthe watersmorethan

Ida Vie, Mikaela Olsen, Marlene Mellam and Erle Haldersen (shown from left to right), take a
swim in near-freezing temperatures Saturday during the annual Midsummerfest beach party at

the Svalbard Sailing Club.
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Woman's classic Svalbard tale reborn

Christiane Ritter's book as an
unlikely 1930s cabin housewife
gets new printing in English

She cameto Spitsbegen nearly 80 years
ago for a one-yearstay in an obscurecabin
planningto knit, readandsleepa lot. Her hus
band, insisting nothing bad happenedin the
Arctic, told herto bring lots of toothpasteand
forget about packing heavy clothes.

Safeto say herprosefrom thatvisit result
ed in a lasting legacy of admirationand be-
musement.

"For having to peein the cold, | blame
Christiane Ritter,” a Finnish reporter wrote
during a visit in Januaryof this year But

there'slittle actualresentmenfor the Austrian
womanwho "spenta whole yearin Spitsber
genin the 1930s,mostlyin atiny hunte@ hut
with only thelight of petroleumlampsto break
up a five-month darkness."

"A painter Ritter describeghe light of the
Arctic winter in extraordinarydetail, from the
magicalbright light of the moonflooding over
vastsnowto a twilight that makesyou halluck
nate,or thelight of the distantsunilluminating
the mountaingn unearthlycolours,"wrote An-
tje Neumannin anarticlefor the Oulu publica
tion 65 Degees North

Ritter's book, "A Woman in the Polar
Night," is being republishedin English more

See RITTER, page 3
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts)
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed
copies available free on a limited basis in
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are
availably locally and by mail upon request.
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff

Original contents of this publication can be
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the
source. The original writers, photographers
and other contributors retain their rights to all
published works.

Corrections policy

When we screw up you'll know about it — on
the front page. One of the big complaints
about newspapers is they tend to bury
corrections and clarifications deep inside
where few people who read the original article
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert
box on the front page will state what story is in
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material

Letters, columns, photos and other material
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for
published items since nobody here is getting
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are
highly preferred, although typing and/or
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel
and other reasons, but we will also make
every reasonable effort to contact the author
about any changes prior to publication.
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Pauline Skreslett, left, Frida Krystad,center, and Anna Beatrit Gorte, all 0 (or thereabouts), sell
coal and fossils Thursday outside Svalbardbutikken. Collecting and selling samples is a common
moneymaker for local youths during tourist season.

A more solid cold-day prospect than lemonade

Crown prince joins climate leaders

Dozens of global experts gather
in Ny-slesund to assess politics

and science of Arctic warming

Norwegian Crown Prince Haakon admits
helacksthe expertiseof mostin theroom. But
his royal experiencesn the Arctic easilyrival
anyone's at drawing attention to the cause.

Haakonis the patronof this week'sannual
symposiumn Ny-e¢lesund wheremorethan40
global political and science leaders are
focusing on "The Changing Arctic and Its
Global Implications."His northernexpeditions
in 2008 and 2009 with Crown PrinceFrederik
of Denmarkand Crown PrincessVictoria of
Swedenresultedin their authoring the book
"Royal Polar Expedition"” last year

The symposium, now in its fifth year

seeksto share updated studies and spread
political awarenessabout issues facing the
High North. It also emphasizes\y-¢lesund's
role as an international research hub and
allows participants to observe effects of
climate change firsthand.

Presentationsind other information from
the currentand pastsymposiumsare available
at wwwny-aalesundsymposium.no.

Among this year's featured speakerswas
U.S. Undersecretaryf State for Democracy
and Global Affairs Mar'a Otero. While she
hailedsomeefforts assuccessethatotherscall
failures B such as last year's Copenhagen
climateaccordbshealsonotedtheintensity of
discussions is a plus.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.

Briefly

300,000-kroner fine for

tour company upheld

A 300,000-kronerfine has been upheld
againsta tour companyfor cruising too close
to a glacierduring a 2007 voyage,resultingin
injuries to 23 of the 73 passengers onboard.

OceanwideExpeditionswasorderedto pay
the fine by the HElogalandourt of appeal ac
cordingto a statementodayfrom the Svalbard
governor'soffice. The companywas absolved
in Nord-Troms District Court last November
but prosecutors appealed the ruling.

The caseinvolves the Aug. 8, 2007, voy-
age of the Russian passengership Aleksey
Marysheywhich washit by wavesandcalving
ice while cruising about35 metersfrom Stor
breen.Prosecutorsaidthe companyhadinad
equateproceduredor navigatingin glacial ar-

easandestablishingesponsibilitybetweerthe
expedition crew and tour company

High-speed ticket proves

costly for man in court

Contestingaticketfor driving 71 km/hin a
30 km/h zone has proved costly for a
Longyearbyermanin his 20s, who was fined
2,000 kroner, orderedto perform 36 hours of
communityserviceand haslost his driver'sli-
cense for nine months.

The man was clocked in March driving
about80 km/h on Hilmar Rekstens/ei. He re-
jectedan offer by the Svalbardgovernor'sof-
fice to payan 8,000-kroneffine andlosehis li-
censefor six months,contestingthe matterin
Nord-Troms District Court. Officials prosecut
ed him for a 71-km/h violation.
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Hermann and Christiane Ritter, above right, pose for a 1933 summer photograph in front of the

same cabin buried during the winter at Grahuken that is the focus of her book "A Woman in the
Polar Night," which is being republished in English and expected to be available in Longyearbyen
this summer. Photos courtesy of the University of Alaska Press.

Modern Arctic author revives classic

RITTER, from page 1

than 50 yearsafter the first such translation,
which has beenout-of-print for decadesThe
effort was initiated by LawrenceMillman, an
adventuretravel writer in the United States
with alengthylist of Arctic booksand expedi

tions to his credit.

"What I've beenbeendoing for last 10 or
11 yearsis finding Arctic booksout of print |
considergenuineclassicsor real classicsthat
havesunkwithoutatrace,"hesaid."What| try
to do is interest publishers to restock them."

Millman said he's successfully revived
about 10 books so far. He discoveredRitter's
book inadvertently borrowingit from a friend
who checked it out of a library

"From the very first sentencd wasa con
vert," hesaid."| really dofeelit's the bestbook
abouttheArctic from awoman'spoint of view.
Most men'sbookstend to be driven. She ap
preciateghe aestheticof the north, the color,
the auroras,the light. Her senseof it is it's a
very sensual place."

The new English edition, which includes
an introduction by Millman, is scheduledfor
releaseduly 15 from the University of Alaska
Presslt will be sold at the SvalbardMuseum,
where in-print translationsin Norwegian are
available,althoughemployeesare not certain
when they will be available.

Ritter's book centersaroundlife in a tiny
cabin at Grahuken,at the north end of Spits
begen, that is still standing today
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.

'Bring enough toothpaste'

The following are excerptsfrom the
opening chapter of Christiane Ritter's "A
Woman in the Polar Night:"

"To live in a hut in the Arctic had al-
waysbeenmy husband'svish-dreamWhen
ever anythingwent wrong in our Europear]
home,a shortcircuit, a burstpipe, or evenif
therentwasraised hewould alwayssaythat
nothing like that could ever happenin the
Arctic."

"But for me at thattime, asfor all cen
tral Europeansthe Arctic was just another
word for freezing and forsakensolitude E
then graduallythe diariesthat arrivedin the
summeirfrom thefar northbeganto fascinate
me E In his descriptionsthere was pract
cally neverany mentionof cold or darkness
of storms or hardships."

"The little winter hut appearedo mein
a more and more friendly light. As house
wife | would not haveto accompanyhim on
the dangerousvinter excursionsl| couldstay
by the warm stove in the hut, knit socks,
paint from the window, readthick booksin
the remotequiet and, not least, sleepto my
heart's content.”

The latest letter arrived from my hus
band E 'Apart from your ski boots, you
don't needto bring anythingE (but) if you
still have room in your rucksack bring
enoughtoothpastdor two peoplefor a year

and also sewing needles.™

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN

VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Passports to be required for

Svalbard-mainland travel

Passportontrol will be enactedor those
travelingbetweenSvalbardandthe mainland,
with Norwegianofficials sayingthe intent is
to reducethe chance®f criminalsor terrorists
moving betweenthe two areasInternaldocu
mentsobtainedby Svalbardposten indicatethe
new rule will be implementedby the Justice
Ministry, althoughofficials sayit hasnotbeen
officially adoptedResistancéo the new poli-
cy hasbeenvoicedby Longyearbyemesidents
and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, sinceit requirespeopleto show pass
ports while traveling within Norway andim-
plementsenforcementat oddswith the Sval
bardTreaty

Longyearbyen's population

remains young, mostly male

The ratio of mento womenin Longyear
byenis aboutthe sameas 10 yearsago, ac
cordingto a surveyof living conditionsindi-
cating home ownershipis up and low taxes
are a decliningreasonfor living here.A total
of 57 percentof 372 peoplerespondingo the
surveylastfall are men,comparedo 58 per
cent in 2000. The ratio for employmentis
moreheavilymale,with 2008figuresshowing
menheld 64 percentof all jobsandmorethan
90 percent of those in mining and
construction.The most recentsurvey shows
nearlyhalf of Svalbard'spopulationis ages25
to 44, comparedto about30 percenton the
mainland,with figures for thoseover 65 re-
spectively at two percent and 15 percent.

Youth-oriented music room

coming to cultural center

A soundproofmusic room for recording
andrehearsingaimedat youthswill be part of
the new Longyearbyercultural centersched
uled to openin DecemberKongsbheg Satet
lite ServicesandSvalsatdonatedl50,000kro-
ner for the spacewhich will be availablefree
atscheduledimes."This hasbeenonthewish
list," saidRogerZahl degaard, thecity's cul-
tural consultant. "Now young people can
make use of the rooms at once. It's aweso

ne.

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen

Wednesday
Clouds and breaks of sun.
WSW winds at 5 km/h. High
4C (3C wind chill), low 1C
(OC wind chill).

Thursday
Clouds and sunshine. WNW
winds at 8 km/h. High 2C
(0C wind chill), low 1C (-2C
wind chill).

Friday

chill).

Extended forecast: Sunday, low clouds, 3C (1C), 0C (-2C); Monday, sun and areas of low clouds, 5C (5C), 3C (3C); Tuesday, low
clouds, 5C (5C), 4C (4C); Wednesday, partly cloudy clearing overnight, 4C (4C), 3C (3C).

Low clouds. W winds at 11
km/h. High 3C (-1C wind
chill), low 1C (-2C wind

Saturday
Low clouds. W winds at 10
km/h. High 2C (-1C wind
chill), low 1C (-2C wind
chill).

Data provided by AccuWeather.com
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Midsummerfest party. The fire offered warmth for hundreds of locals and visitors gathering in near-
freezing temperatures for a barbecue, music and occasional dip in the frigid water.

'Longest day' makes Arctic life a beach

SOLSTICE, from page 1

once with a group of friends Saturday during
the annual Midsummerfest hosted by the Sval-
bard Sailing Club. She said it was her fourth
swimming excursion of the year, including one
last month where they were diving off ice
chunks thick in the bay at the time.

"It was the day the polar bear was out
there," she said.

Nearly all of the several hundred locals
and visitors at the party were content to watch
the bathers, take pictures, eat barbecue and
gather around a massive bonfire. Very few of
the dippers were men, prompting accusations
of "cowards" from some members of the fairer
sex, but Haakon Sandvik said experience gives

him a reality check on the so-called virtues.

"Refreshing is an exaggeration," he said.

The "midsummer" bash actually occurs
near the summer solstice marking the official
beginning of summer. The solstice is also the
longest day of the year, a designation that
means little in Longyearbyen where the 24-
hour sun of polar summer shines from April 19
to Aug. 23 and continuous light lasts for weeks
more. The polar night lasts from Nov. 14 to
Jan. 29.

The continuous light is more disturbing for
many Arctic dwellers, with sleeplessness, de-
pression and other problems at their peak.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.

'Hectic' situation follows resignations

HERMANSEN, from page 1

1999 to 2008, was on the board of 25 compa-
nies and chairman of nine, according to Svat
bardposten

The audit states he made long-term agree-
ments with subcontractors who received far
above market value and arranged millions of
kroner in private loans from at least one of
them to invest in other businesses he was affili-
ated with.

Hermansen, in the NRK interview, denies
receiving any personal economic benefit from
the deals, which he said were approved by
Store Norske's board and contained in public
documents. The value of the agreements, he
said, were the best that could be achieved.

Among those getting the most initial pub-
lic scrutiny are a 1 million kroner loan to a
Sami reindeer herder cooperative Hermansen
was the chairman of in 2004 and 2 million kro-
ner to a quarry in Kautokeino that eventually
went bankrupt.

Funding for both came from Leonard
Nilsen and Sons (LNS), which has a long-term
coal transportation contract with Store Norske.
LNS has stated they were misled about the

loans. But TV 2, which first reported the
audit's findings, stated this week LNS is de-
clining to show the loans have been repaid or
otherwise remedied.

"We are in a good dialogue with Store
Norske and want to concentrate on this
process," wrote Beate Bg Nilsen, an LNS
spokesperson, in an e-mail to the station. "It is
therefore not appropriate to give any comments
or suggestions from our side now."

All relationships between Hermansen and
companies subcontracting with Store Norske
are expected to be scrutinized, said Trond
Giske, head of the Norwegian Ministry of
Trade and Industry, in an interview with NRK.

"I think it's best for the company that all
information is reviewed," Giske said.

Store Norske is also reviewing past agree-
ments to determine the possibility of renegoti-
ating those found to be inappropriate or above
market value. In addition, NRK describes as
"hectic" the situation at Troms Kraft, a Troms
district company Hermansen was the chairman
of until his abrupt resignation.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.

What's up

June 27
11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Clash of the Titans," U.S.
fantasy/adventure, ages 11 and up.
Huset.

July 4
11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Robin Hood," U.S.
action/drama, ages 11 and up. Huset.

July 11
11 a.m.:
July 18
11 a.m.:
July 25
11 a.m.:
Aug. 1

11 a.m.:
Aug. 8

11 a.m.:
Aug. 14

Svalbard's National Day celebration.
Details to be published at
www.svalbardkirke.no.

Aug. 15
11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 22
11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

6 p.m.: Movie: "Operasjon Froskeegg,"
Norwegian family film, all ages. Huset.

Aug. 29
11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.
Sept. 5

6 p.m.: Movie: "Shrek — Happily Ever
After," U.S. animated film with
Norwegian subtitles, no age limit. Huset.

Sept. 7

10 a.m.: Administration Committee
meeting. Neeringsbygget 1, Tundra
room.

Sept. 21

7 p.m.: Local Board meeting.
Lompensenteret, Mediateket.

Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

What's online

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of
news about Svalbard and the world's
polar regions, plus extras for articles from
the print edition. Among the latest news:

o Norway starts oil spill response review

e Troms¢, seeks researcher accountability
e Video: Nat'l| Geographic visits seed vault
e Talks on whaling quotas collapse




