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Russian dancers from Barentsburg perform the climax of a traditional song and dance show Saturday
night at Huset as part of an annual cultural exchange with Longyearbyen.

UNIS hit close
to home by
money woes

Drop in Norwegian students,
paying for new housing among
challenges cited in annual report

The percentage of Norwegian students at The
University Centre in Svalbard dropped 14 per-
cent in 2009 due to a cost-saving reduction in
courses offered, according to the university's an-
nual report.

UNIS finished the year with a 1.7 million
kroner surplus, an increase in externally funded

See UNIS, page 4

Inside

Warm worries at Arctic summit
Page 2

Headlines from Svalbardposten

- Conditions for service workers questioned

- Gag order demand to buy dog kennels?

- Cargo ship resumes trips as strike ends
Page 3

Weather forecast
Page 3

Events calendar
Page 4

www.icepeople.net

Sounding
off on the
neighbors

Russians bring their song and
dance act to town as longtime
local diva heads for Tromso

High-kicking can-can dancers and canned
ABBA-inspired pop beats aren't the textbook
description of traditional Russian music, but
some neighbors taking a break from their old-
style hardships showed they're up-to-date on
cutting it loose.

Sixteen residents from Barentsburg sang,
danced in an assortment of costumes and

See CULTURE, page 3

Bringing up the rear doesn't dampen the spirits of runners during the early stages of the annual
Spitsbergen Marathon on Saturday. A total of 106 people, more than half from other countries,

participated in full, half and 10K races.

A long slog just to the start line

Many foreigners feel the burn and chill at Spitsbergen Marathon

Tim Boone wanted something different
for his 80th marathon, but adding to his tro-
phy collection with a fast time wasn't a high
priority.

"Sometime before dark," the resident of
Arun, Britain, said when asked his goal for
reaching the finish line. "That's September,
isn't it?"

It is for those running the annual Spitsber-
gen Marathon, although rifle-bearing guides
monitoring Saturday's race on all-terrain vehi-
cles weren't planning to offer their protection
from polar bears past mid-afternoon. Fortu-
nately, Boone finished the 42-kilometer
course three hours, 39 minutes and 36 seconds

See MARATHON, page 2
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts)
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed
copies available free on a limited basis in
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are
availably locally and by mail upon request.
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff

Original contents of this publication can be
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the
source. The original writers, photographers
and other contributors retain their rights to all
published works.

Corrections policy

When we screw up you'll know about it — on
the front page. One of the big complaints
about newspapers is they tend to bury
corrections and clarifications deep inside
where few people who read the original article
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert
box on the front page will state what story is in
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material

Letters, columns, photos and other material
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for
published items since nobody here is getting
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are
highly preferred, although typing and/or
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel
and other reasons, but we will also make
every reasonable effort to contact the author
about any changes prior to publication.

A most welcome Chinese invasion
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The Hurtigruten ferry Fram is inspected by a helicopter from the Svalbard governor's office after
docking Monday in Longyearbyen. The vessel is the first cruise ship to arrive this season,
completing an 11-day "climate pilgrimage" in the northern mainland and Spitsbergen, with about
100 of the 193 passengers coming from China. A travel manager for the group told P4 Radio
many of the members participated in a previous Arctic voyages and were interested in the issues

raised during the climate cruise, which included field studies and visits to research stations.

Runners say long trip is no sweat

MARATHON, from page 1
afterthe 10 a.m.start,which alsowasgoodfor

three hours, 41 minutes and 49 seconds.
Botto said shedidn't do any specialtrain-

second place in the men's 51-60 age division.ing for theArctic conditions,andwasn'tput off

Foreignersrepresented7 of the 106 run-

nersparticipatingin full, half and10K courses

throughmostof the major streetsof Longyear

by rough roads and possibility of polar bears.
"l think it's eveneasierfor me becausd
like to runin the cold," said Botto, who com:

byen.Most were from Europe,althoughsome pleted her 17th marathon.

camefrom asfar as Japan,India, Canadaand
the United Statesto test their endurancen a

GjermundThorsonNordskar a studentat
the University Centre in Svalbard, was the

setting ofering some distraction from the pain.overallwinnerwith a time of threehours,four

"l feellike I'm living in afairy tale,some
thing magic," said Anna SaccoBotto, 51, of
Asti, Italy. An easything to saybeforetherace,
but the euphoriaperseveredvith the soremus
clesafter shewon the overall women'stitle in

minutes and 26 seconds.The half marathon
winner was Eirik Gramstadof Norway with a
time of 1:12:09.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net

for the complete story.

Briefly

Record-size conference
on polar science begins

A possiblel.5-meterrise in sealevels by
the end of the what is expectedto be the
warmestcenturyeverprovidedan eye-opening
welcome for more than 2,000 scientistsin
more than 60 countriesgatheringtoday for a
five-day polar science conference in
Lillestrom.

The gatheringwhich organizerssaidis the
largestever by polar scientists features1,200
scheduledscientific presentationgrom the In-
ternational Polar Year (which was actually a
two-yearperiodfrom March 2007 until March
20009).

The dominant focus is climate change,
which is occurringmost severelyin Arctic re-
gions that may in turn causesome of the
biggest global consequences.

A reportaboutthe potential sealevel rise
by the NorwegianPolarInstitutenotesthe Arc-
tic andAntarcticwill accountfor 75 percentof
the increase About 150 million peopleliving
on coastlinesand about one meter inland
would be directly dected.

Debateis expectedon individual presenta
tions aswell aswhich issuesdeservepriority.
For instance Mojib Latif, a Germanscientist,
saidit's uncertainif thereductionof seaiceis a
long-term phenomenon.

"It is alsounclearif it is anthropogenior
becausef the changesn the oceancurrents,”
he told China's Xinhua News Agency "Even
though these questionsare unansweredit is
certainthat the reductionof the seaice affects
the climate on the Earth."

Car, helicopter chases
polar bear from Nybyen

A polarbearspottedin Nybyenwaschased
away using a helicopter from the Svalbard
governor'ffice today the latestof severalre-
cent bear sightings in or near settlements.

The governor'soffice receiveda report at
about10 p.m. of tracksleadingfrom PlatEber
get down to SverdrupbyenOfficials spotted
the bearin Nybyenandchasedt to Longyear
breen using warning shots and a car From
there a helicopterfollowed it over the glacier
to Fardalen.
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Susanne Hansen performs her Pnal concert as a longtime Svalbard resident with the Longyearbyen
Storband at Huset on Saturday night. The concert was at a banquet for residents of Barentsburg,
following their show of Russian folk music and dance in the building's main theater.

Hard work leaves little time for songs

CULTURE, from page 1
playedinstrumentsfrom balalaikasto synthe
sizersSaturdaynight at Huset.The songintro-
ductionsin heavilyaccentedEnglishwerehard
enoughto decipherfor a native speakerD let
alonethosefor whomit's a secondanguageb
but the gist wasthey coveredwell-knowntales
of travel, love andmilitary triumphsby Russia
and the Ukraine.

"These songsare so popular many Rus
siansconsiderthem the national folk music,"
said Vitaly Shutko,the emceefor the perfor
mance beforea setof songsfeaturingthe '80s
pop track and anotherwith strong undercur
rents of Simon and Garfunkel.

The showwastheir contributionto an an
nual cultural exchangehat saw Longyearbyen
performersvisit the Russianmining communt
ty two weeks ago. Russiansmaking the trip
heregot an extradoseof Norwegiancultureat
a banquetfeaturing the final performanceof

one of the area's most prolific young singers.

It wasyet anotherreminderhow different,
yet similar, the neighboringsettlementsare as
their parentgovernmentengagen a complex
relationship of cooperation and conflict.

Residentsof both communitiescome to
work long hoursandreverethe Arctic setting.
But while Norwegiansenjoy high pay and
abundantrecreation,their Russianneighbors
are struggling to reestablish mining and
tourism industriesin a decaying community
lacking manybasicsand experiencinga severe
long-term population decline.

"We havenot alot of concertsin Barents
bumg," said Shutko, who is also the tourist ma
ager for the state-ownedArktikugol trust,
which overseesoperationsin the settlement.
"Peoplework. Whentheyhavethe day off they
get togethet

Workersstartedpreparingtheir Longyear
byen show about a month ago and took the
stagein Barentsbuy for a Victory Day perfor
mance May 9, Shutko said. He said perfor
manceswill continuethroughthe summerfor
cruise ship visitors.

This year'sshow in Longyearbyendidn't
have anything as cheekyas the guysin neg
ligeeslast year but an audienceof more than
200 offered a standingovation following the
finale featuring a quartetof women doing a
high-kick number in provocative red oultfits.

The visit was short, with barely time for
lunch and a soundcheckbefore taking the
stage.But they got to indulge afterwardat a
banquetin therestaurantiownstairswherean
othernotablecultural figure hailedby onemu-
sician as "the Beth Midler of Longyearbyen"
provided the entertainment.

SusanneHansen,30, departingnext week
for Troms¢,, performed standardswith the
LongyearbyenStorbandthat were well-famil-
iar to thosewatchingher sing for mostof her
23 yearsin Svalbard.She said musical enter
tainment and opportunities have grown
tremendously during her time here.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story.

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN

VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Work conditions for service

employees questioned

Questionsare being raised about work
conditions for restaurantand entertainmen
workers in Longyearbyenby labor officials
who say 12-hour shifts without overtimeand
little advancenoticeof scheduless occurring.
AudunKristoffersen,a Tromsodistrict official
with TradeUnionsNorway (LO), visited busk
nessesn mid-May and said conditionswould
be betterwith collective agreementsat some|
locations, which he did not specify Huset
doesnot havesuchanagreementhbut employ
eeshavenot tried to organize,said Executive
Director AndrZ Grytbakk. Someemployeesat
SvalbarandKroa alsodo not operateundera
laboragreementwith unionstaf for Spitsber
genTravel sayinga specialarrangementov-
ers"only a small part of the national agree
Lhment." Karls-Beger Pub has a labor agree
ment for all employees.

Tour company: Gag order

demanded to buy kennels
SvalbardVillmarkssenterhas decidednot
to purchaseSvalbard Huskies, saying Store
Norske wants a gag order to operateon the
company'sland. "As a certified ecotourism
businessye areobligedto expressanopinion
on matters relating to nature,” said Karl
VEtvikco-ownerof SvalbardVillmarkssente
with his wife, Berit. Store Norske isn't de-
mandinga gagorder but "we expectthemto
contactus first," said Dag Ivar Brekke, vice
administrative director of the company He
said others have signed similar contracts
which containa clauseaboutbeing aware of
noiseandtraffic causedby miningin thearea,
without making similar interpretations.

Cargo ship resumes trips as

transportation strike ends

The cago ship Norbjorn is scheduledto
resumevoyagesto Longyearbyenon Friday
after Bring Logistics announcedMonday a
transportatiorstrike on the mainlandis over.
Thevesselis scheduledo arrivein Longyear
byen next Monday after its voyagelast week
was canceled.

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen

Wednesday
Mostly cloudy with early
snow. ENE winds at 5 km/h.
High 0C (-2C wind chill), low

-1C (-2C wind chill). chill).

Thursday
Partly sunny. W winds at 5
km/h. High 0C (-2C wind
chill), low -1C (-1C wind

Friday

Extended forecast: Sunday, sunny, 1C (-1C), -1C (-2C); Monday, sunny, 2C (0C), -1C (-1C); Tuesday, sunny with late clouds, 2C
(0C), 1C (0C); Wednesday, mostly cloudy with a shower, 4C (1C), -1C (-2C).

Sunny. NNW winds at 2 km/
h. High 1C (1C wind chill),
low -1C (-1C wind chill).

Saturday
Sunny. N winds at 3 km/h.
High 1C (0C wind chill), low
-1C (-1C wind chill).

Data provided by AccuWeather.com
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Scientists at The
University Centre In
Svalbard conduct beld
work in April of 2009
for the ICeBoUND
project on top of
Munken mountain in
Northwestern
Spitsbergen. One -
Ph.D. student in Arctic
Geology defended her
thesis and seven
master's students
graduated in 2009, the
largest class "by far"
for the department,
according to UNIS'
annual report.

Photo by Endre F¢r
Gjermundsen.

Cost cutting gets university out of debcit

UNIS, from page 1

research projects, and numerous projects and
events attracting international interest, the re-
port posted Thursday at the university's Web
site states. A total of 353 students completed
courses, up from 334 in 2008, but 35 percent
of last year's students were from Norway com-
pared to 49 percent the previous year.

"The application figures for our courses in
2009 were generally good, and several courses
attracted twice as many applications as avail-
able study places," the report notes. "However,
owing to financial reasons, UNIS reduced its
course portfolio in the autumn semester and
this has particularly affected Norwegian stu-
dents’ interest in UNIS."

The ratio of Norwegian students is expected
to increase in 2010, but not necessarily to pre-
vious levels, wrote Helen Fl4, assistant director
at UNIS, in an e-mail interview.

"It will take a longer time to get the stu-
dents back," she wrote. "We will gradually in-
duct the courses that were cut in 2009 and
more Norwegian students will again take
courses here, but it will take time."

Germans were the largest foreign group
with 16 percent of all students, with their eight
percent jump from 2008 also the largest in-
crease. F14 said UNIS officials "don't know ex-
actly" what caused the increase.

"We had a lot of German press here, both
from newspapers and TV," she wrote. "Maybe
we got some free publicity. Besides, the Ger-
mans have always been interested in the Arctic
region."

Thirteen percent of UNIS students in 2009
came from other Nordic countries, nine percent
from the United Kingdom, six percent from
The Netherlands, and four percent each from
Russia and the United States.

Financially, "the year 2009 was marked by
restructuring" after incurring a 3.4 million kro-
ner deficit in 2008.

"Cost-saving measures were implemented
in a host of areas and reductions were made to
both the course portfolio and staffing levels,"
the report states. "These measured have
worked, and UNIS ends the year with a
surplus."

UNIS received 83.7 million kroner from the

Norwegian Ministry of Education and Re-
search, up from 78.7 million kroner in 2008,
28.2 million kroner in external research project
funds, and 12.3 million kroner for consulting
and rental services.

"Compared with last year, the income from
consultancy services is double," the report
notes. "UNIS has also experienced an increase
in external funding for research from 8 percent
of its gross income in 2001 to 23 percent in
2009."

Among the financial hurdles UNIS faces is
providing adequate housing for students and
guest lecturers. A 52-unit apartment complex
scheduled for completion by early next year
will replace older housing sold recently by pri-
vate owners and the university. But UNIS end-
ed 2009 with 35.8 million kroner in housing
loans which, along with furnishings for the
apartments, must be paid for from the operat-
ing budget.

"A major challenge in the years ahead will
be to obtain income over and above the ordi-
nary appropriations from the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Research in order to handle the lig-
uidity requirements resulting from the loan re-
lated to the purchase of apartments and re-
quirements for renewing equipment,” the re-
port notes.

The report's assessment of academic and re-
search achievements is more upbeat, noting
scientists published 63 articles in referenced
journals and 10 chapters in books in 2009,
compared to 52 and nine, respectively, in 2008.
Nearly 200 Norwegian and international media
reports focussed on UNIS, with highlights in-
cluding a visit by U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon. A regular series of Svalbard Semi-
nars "had the highest visitor numbers since the
1990s."

One area that suffered was the library, with
a 26 percent drop in visitors and 13 percent
drop in loans "believed to be linked with the
reduction of staff." But despite extensive field
research and mandatory safety courses, there
were no significant calamities other than one
staff member injuring a finger "in an occupa-
tional accident.”

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net
for the complete story

What's up

June 10

10:15 a.m.: City operations authority
board meeting. Naeringsbygget 1,
Tundra room.

2 p.m.: Board of culture and leisure
meeting. Naeringsbygget 1, Tundra
room.

6-10 p.m.: Longyearbyen Day historic
tour and discussion. Begins at Skjeeringa
monument.

June 11

9 a.m.: Control of growth enterprises
meeting. Naeringsbygget 1, Tundra
room.

4:30 p.m.: Sirkus Svalnardo classes for
fifth- to eighth-grade students by visiting
instructors. Continues June 12.
Svalbardhallen. Register by June 9 at
strak_salto@ hotmail.co.

June 13

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Kick-Ass," U.S. action/
comedy, ages 15 and up. Huset.

June 15

7 p.m.: Meeting of the local board.
Lompensenteret, Mediateket.

June 18

Last day of school before summer break.
June 20

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Date Night," U.S. action/
comedy, ages 11 and up. Huset.

June 21

10:15: Environmental and industrial
committee meeting. Neeringsbygget 1,
Tundra room.

June 27

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Clash of the Titans," U.S.
fantasy/adventure, ages 11 and up.
Huset.

July 4

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

What's online

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of
news about Svalbard and the world's
polar regions, plus extras for articles from
the print edition. Among the latest news:

o Norway halts North Sea oil drilling

o Gulf spill damage may last decades

e Finland drafts strategy for the Arctic

o Climate used to study odds of alien life




