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Odd Olsen Ingerø to head office 
after four-year absence; other 
new senior officials also coming

See FESTIVAL, page 4

Briefly

Svalbard issues, ice sculpture 
get some notice at climate 
summit

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Sporløst Gikk Tiden" by Liv Mari Schei 

free at www.icepeople.net.

Inside

This winter outfit is among the works of Jörg 

Bivendørf, hailed as a Svalbard fashion legend.

Related: Cows 

eating grass 

may cut N2O 

emissions 

- Icepeople.net

See FASHION, page 3

This polar bear jawbone from Svalbard is the 

oldest known specimen. Photo provided by UNIS.

Members of The Carburetors take in the sights of Pyramiden during a Saturday cruise aboard the 

Polargirl as part of this year's Spitsbergen Rock festival.  

“

”

This is far, far more stressful than 

minus 55 degrees and making 20 

miles a day.

- David Hempleman-Adams,

expedition guide

Spitsbergen 

Rock gets 

the chills
Multiple problems result in small 
crowds; festival organizers may 
lose as much as 100,000 kroner

Svalbard: Fashion design paradise?

See POLLUTION, page 4

Hauntingly familiar: Watch a two-minute 

excerpt of the Svalbard portion of 

"Climate of Change" and other previews 

from the film free at www.icepeople.net.

Record PCB over Svalbard

Apparel by mysterious 'resident' 
Jörg Bivendørf and others at 
exhibitions turns heads abroad

Forest fires and other burning in 
N. America, E. Europe causing 
rise in air pollution, study finds

While taking a taxi from Barentsburg to 
Longyearbyen, Jörg Bivendørf had no idea life 
as a famous Svalbard fashion designer was 
about to begin at the age of 81.

Finding inspiration after getting separated 
from a polar bear guide in a fit of delirium and 
wandering into the Svalbard Global Seed 
Vault, he now "plants the fashion seeds of indi-
viduality and self expression." He says as the 
vault preserves plant diversity in the event of a 

King O'Men saw the fire go out of his band's 
show before it started.

The bass player for The Carburetors said 
their trademark pyrotechnics were doused by 
organizers forced to move the Spitsbergen Rock 
festival indoors to the aging wood Huset build-
ing after an outdoor stage tent failed to arrive. 
The move and other mishaps devastated ticket 

Transported air mass from straw- and stubble-

burning regions in Russia (black dots) is seen 

drifting in high concentrations over Svalbard in 

this Norwegian Institute for Air Research chart.

Forest fires and burning on farmlands as far 
away as North America and Eastern Europe are 
having a devastating effect on the Arctic's envi-
ronment, according to a Norwegian study pub-
lished today.

The fires release persistent organic pollu-
tants (POPs), including the toxic compound 
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB), the Norwe-
gian Institute for Air Research states in its re-
port. These POPs, accumulating in North 
American and Eastern Europe soils over time, 
are brought by winds and now exist at record 

levels in Svalbard.
"As far as we know, this is the first study 

that shows a connection between the burning of 
biomass and PCB concentrations in the atmo-
sphere far away," said Sabine Eckhardt, a coun-
cil researcher, in a statement.

The study indicates distant-source POP 
sources are still a significant threat to the Arctic 
environment, countering progress made by the 
2001 Stockholm convention banning several 
man-made POPs.

"With a climate that is constantly changing, 
we expect the extent of such fires to increase," 
Eckhardt said. "In such case, it also means that 
the fires may represent an increasing environ-
mental problem in the Arctic. That in turn will 
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Briefly

UNIS students drill the permafrost in Greenland 

as part of a project examining nitrous oxide 

emissions in the Arctic. Photo by Bo Elberling.

Second Russian trawler 
detained for dumping

The second Russian trawler in a month has 
been detained by the Norwegian Coast Guard 
for illegally dumping fish in Svalbard waters, 
officials said Saturday.

Crew aboard the Izumrud were filmed by a 
Coast Guard helicopter flushing fish overboard 
and subsequently escorted to Tromsø. The 
ship's captain denied the accusation, which re-
mains under investigation.

The Izumrud was detained in 2004 and 
fined 750,000 kroner for poaching.

In early May of this year the Viking trawler 
was detained for illegal poaching and fishing. 
The vessel was released after the captain and 
shipping company were fined a total of 
150,000 kroner.

New cultural center gets 
a Steinway grand piano    

Longyearbyen's new cultural center will 
feature a Steinway & Sons grand piano, cour-
tesy of Store Norske which is donating a newly 
made model.

The 2.3-meter-long small concert grand 
has a performance life of 70 to 100 years and 
retails for more than 800,000 kroner. 
Longyearbyen cultural officials will select one 
of three available models after hearing them 
auditioned by an acclaimed Norwegian pianist.

The two-stage cultural center is scheduled 
to open in December.

Longyearbyen Day offers 
historic walking tour    

A historic walking tour, plus free admis-
sion to Svalbard Museum and Galleri 
Svalabrd, are being offered June 10 as part of 
Longyearbyen Day.

The tour, beginning at 6 p.m. at the Sk-
jæringa monument, concludes at 9 p.m. with a 
discussion about the "Polar Bear Affair" of 
1941, when six men died at the hands of Ger-
man forces following the failed hijacking of an 
icebreaker by coal miners and crew. Svalbard-
posten Editor Birger Amundsen, who re-
searched archives and tracked down people in-
volved, will present his findings at the 
Longyearbyen Library.

Other tour highlights include Priest Leif 
Magne Helgesen presenting the history of 
Svalbard Church at 7:15 p.m. and a tour of 
Longyearbyen's cemetery.

Ny-Ålesund running 
short of summer space    

Accommodation space in Ny-Ålesund is 
limited or fully booked for some periods the 
summer, according to Kings Bay officials.

Dates from June 21 to 23 and June 30 to 
July 1 are unavailable, and space is limited 
from Aug. 8 to 25. Schedules, prices and other 
information is available at www.kingsbay.no.

Spitsbergen Marathon 
hits the streets Saturday 

Longyearbyen's main streets will be heavy 
with foot traffic Saturday as more 100 people 
run full, half and 10K courses during this 
year's Spitsbergen Marathon.

The race, beginning at Svalbardhallen and 
looping as far as the airport, begins at 10 a.m. 
for those running the full 42-kilometer course. 
The half marathon begins at 11:30 a.m. and the 
10K race at 12:30 p.m.

Participants in competitive races pick up 
their numbers and other information between 6 
and 8 p.m. at Svalbardhallen. Non-competitive 
entry into the 10K is possible at 11 a.m. the 
day of the race for 200 kroner. 

Svalbardbutikken is halting 
sales of computers, cameras, 
televisions, appliances and other 
electronics, with store manage-
ment saying they are losing too 
many sales to internet shoppers.

Other factors such as high 
prices, the recession and moving 
the electronics section from a 
separate location at Lompensen-
teret into the main store in 2008 

A cultural performance of song and dance by Barentsburg residents, seen here at last year's 

show, is scheduled at 6 p.m. Saturday at Huset. The performance is part of an annual exchange 

between the Russian community and Longyearbyen, with the Norwegians taking their neighbors' 

stage two weeks ago. Tickets for Saturday's performance are 100 kroner for adults and 50 kroner 

for students/seniors.

Given everything else that declined in 2009, the 
population of Svalbard might as well be a part of it.

There were 2,481 residents in the archipelago as of 
January 1, 2010, 84 fewer than a year ago, according 
to Statistics Norway. The decline includes 33 residents 
in Norwegian settlements, which now have a popula-
tion of 2,052,  and 50 in the Russian community of 
Barentsburg, which now has half the occupants as it 
did seven years ago.

"Svalbard has a high level of in- and out-migration, 
markedly influencing the size of the population," a 
summary by the agency notes. Barentsburg's popula-
tion, however, has been in steady decline due to the 
loss of mining and other industries.

Men represent 57 percent of residents in Norwe-
gian settlements, but women make up the majority of 
foreign nationals in those communities. A total of 18 
percent of all women are foreign nationals, compared 
to 13 percent of men.

Thailand continues to be the dominant foreign 
group with 96 residents, followed by Sweden with 53 
and Russia with 29. Forty percent of the foreign wom-

What a drag – the Russians are coming



Oil ban could cost more than 
20m kr. in cruise business  

A proposed ban on heavy oil beginning in 
2015 could cost Longyearbyen businesses 
more than 20 million kroner annually if cruise 
ships bypass the town, according to local offi-
cials. The revision to the Svalbard Environ-
mental Act, extending a ban enacted for areas 
of East Svalbard and some national parks, 
would force nearly all existing ships to use 
more expensive marine diesel, which industry 
officials indicate they are unwilling to do. 
About 24,000 people from overseas cruise 
ships go ashore in Longyearbyen a year, with 
each visitor spending an average of about 
1,000 kroner, said Port Director Kjetil Bråten. 
Norwegian and Svalbard officials say they 
hope a decline in cruise traffic could be avoid-
ed by promoting a more pristine environmen-
tal experience resulting from the ban. 

Transportation strike keeps 
cargo ship out of Svalbard 

Bring Logistics has cancelled Friday's 
sailing of the Norbjørn from Tromsø due to a 
strike by the Norwegian Transport Workers' 
Federation and says future trips are on hold 
indefinitely. The ship usually carries cargo to 
Longyearbyen every two weeks, but an appli-
cation for a strike exemption due to 
"Svalbard's unique situation" was rejected, 
said Karl Henry Karlsen, the company's dis-
trict manager. Another cargo ship, the Green 
Frost operated by Zahl Transport in Bodø, is 
not affected by the strike and is continuing 
regularly scheduled voyages.

Dogs may need passports to 
come to Svalbard in future   

Rules for keeping dogs in Svalbard are 
outdated and cumbersome, say officials with 
Norwegian's Food Safety Authority who are 
proposing the animals' owners obtain permis-
sion from the agency and complete a health 
declaration. The FSA is also proposing Sval-
bard's governor require passports for dogs that 
provide identity, vaccines and licenses, with a 
"tourist visa" available for dogs on shorter 
trips. 
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen

Wednesday

Sun and some low clouds. 

SSE winds at 5 km/h. High 

-3C (-3C wind chill), low -4C 

(-7C wind chill).

Thursday

Cloudy with a few flurries. 

ENE winds at 11 km/h. High 

-1C (-3C wind chill), low -2C 

(-4C wind chill).

Friday

Mostly cloudy. NNE winds at 

14 km/h. High 0C (-3C wind 

chill), low -3C (-7C wind 

chill).

Saturday

Mixed clouds and sun. NE 

winds at 6 km/h. High 0C 

(-2C wind chill), low -4C 

(-4C wind chill).

Extended forecast: Sunday, sunny with late clouds, 0C (0C), -3C (-3C); Monday, cloudy, -0C (-0C), -1C (-1C); Tuesday, sun and 

clouds, 0C (-2C), -1C (-3C); Wednesday, cloudy with a flurry or two, -1C (-3C), 0C (-3C).

Data provided by AccuWeather.com

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

“

”

That Russia does 

not fully share the 

Norwegian view of 

how the resources 

in the fish river 

zone around 

Svalbard are to be 

exercised has not 

led to a general 

increase in tension 

in the area.

- Grete Faremo,

defense minister

Travelers can't play golf be-
tween the runways and there's 
no danger of high tide washing 
planes off a sand runway into 
the sea. But it seems flying into 
Svalbard is just as weird.

Svalbard Airport is one of 
"The World's 18 Strangest Air-
ports," according to the current 
issue of Popular Mechanics. 
While other airports on the list 
are distinct for runways on steep 
slopes in the Alps and intersect-
ing with major city streets, Sval-
bard's is notorious for its north-
ern latitude and shifting soil.

"I never thought it was very 
strange," said Ole Rambech, the 
airport's manager. "This is a 
standard airport built to interna-
tional standards." 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Designers find Svalbard an ideal fit 

Prototypes of "smart textiles" for extreme climates are displayed during an April 25 presentation at 

Galleri Svalbard by students from the Swedish School of Textiles. The students also went to Japan, 

Iceland and Uganda to seek design ideas. Photo courtesy of the Swedish School of Textiles. 

FASHION, from page 1

Being where cell phones work 
should make things smoother this 
year. So will being near the fire de-
partment.

Concerts are closer to civiliza-
tion for the second annual Spits-
bergen Rock festival, but additions 
such as a rock cruise, tattoo artist 
and fire-breathing band will seek 
to shake things up with a different 
kind of wild. The festival features 
several pub performances May 27 
and 28, and a concert marathon on 
the shore by the sailing club May 
29.

"The bands are a mix of well-
known, popular bands and more 
up-and-coming ones," wrote Line 
V. Roksøy, one of the festival's or-
ganizers, in an e-mail interview. 
"Two of them sing in Norwegian. 

doomsday scenario, "Jörg too is here to prevent 
the extinction of Garment Diversity."

These and other unbelievable aspects of 
Svalbard's fashion scene are turning the heads 
of apparel worshipers aboard at Bivendørf's 
new show, "Granfalloon: Any Color As Long 
As It’s Green." Early reviews indicate his de-
signs might give those clown-like Norwegian 
curling pants that became famous during this 
year's Winter Olympics a run for their money.

"Not only are the works funny, they are pro-
found," said James Scarborough, a Los Ange-
les art critic. "With great tongue-in-cheek inci-
sion they address issues of self-conscious, 
trendy fashion and the fabrication of identity."

The narrative of Bivendørf is offered by 
Angela Beloian and Adam Walker, two artists 
in the small U.S. town of Longmont, Colo., 
where the exhibition is currently displayed. In 
an e-mail, they explained the designs are a re-
sponse to the Arctic fashions seen in the New 
York Times' fall fashion magazine last year.

"During an economic period of housing 
foreclosures and bank bailouts, the advertise-
ments in the New York Times magazine are jar-
ringly out of touch with Middle America," the 
artists declare. "The use of salvaged clothing 
and deliberately plebian settings highlights this 
disparity. Jörg Bivendørf is a reminder that we 

are unique in our own right and the marketing 
of consumer identity is both absurd and poten-
tially damaging."

Bivendørf's success story seems to have 
triggered a mass repressed memory hysteria 
among Longyearbyen's residents, who say they 
have no idea who the hell he is. Even asking 
them to define Svalbard fashion tends to draw 
puzzled looks.

"I would say Svalbard fashion is sports 
clothes," said Gry Sneltuedt, owner of both an 
outdoor wear and fancy apparel store.

Assuming she means fleece rather than a 
jacket without a tie, another fashion exhibition 
featuring people actually known to exist and 
dwell at some time in Svalbard might offer 
more fitting attire.

Prototypes of "smart textiles" were present-
ed to residents in April at Galleri Svalbard by 
students from the Swedish School of Textiles. 
The designs for extreme climates, such as a 
bulky one-piece "security layer/safety shelter/
mobile home" wraparound, were part of a larg-
er project by 12 students developing appropri-
ate wear for places they visited worldwide.

"The climate is though and rigid, perfect re-
quirements for the extreme weather conditions 
we are looking for," the students' blog notes.



Fires abroad cause record Arctic PCB

Small crowd still rocks hard and loud

Page 4 June 1, 2010

June 5

10 a.m.: Spitsbergen Marathon. 

Registration and other race information 

at http://svalbardturn.no.

6 p.m.: Cultural exchange from 

Barentsburg. Huset. 100 kroner for 

adults, 50 kroner for students/seniors.

June 6

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

6 p.m.: Movie: "Yohan - Barnevandrer," 

Norwegian family film, ages 7 and up. 

Huset.

8:30 p.m.: Movie: "Iron Man 2," U.S. 

action, ages 11 and up. Juset.

June 10

10:15 a.m.: City operations authority 

board meeting.  Næringsbygget 1, 

Tundra room.

2 p.m.: Board of culture and leisure 

meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 

room.

6-10 p.m.: Longyearbyen Day historic 

tour and discussion. Begins at Skjæringa 

monument. More details on page 2.

June 11

9 a.m.: Control of growth enterprises 

meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 

room.

4:30 p.m.: Sirkus Svalnardo classes for 

fifth- to eighth-grade students by visiting 

instructors. Continues June 12. 

Svalbardhallen. Register by June 9 at 

strak_salto@ hotmail.co.

June 13

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Kick-Ass," U.S. action/

comedy, ages 15 and up. Huset.

June 15

7 p.m.: Meeting of the local board. 

Lompensenteret, Mediateket.

June 18

Last day of school before summer break.

June 20

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

What's up

What's onlineThere's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Local board endorses 

lowering voting age
Longyearbyen will join other Norwe-

gian cities seeking to lower the voting age 
for local elections to 16 after the municipal 
board endorsed the proposal June 16.

"It is important to encourage young peo-
ple to more poli t ically active and 
conscious," a board declaration states. "This 
will lead to greater commitment to the polit-
ical issues that interest young people. More-
over, it is important to provide education 
about democracy and political systems in 
cooperation with the school and the local 
board. Such a scheme would create more 
politician confidence and trust, and thus also 
in the long term lead to increased new re-
cruitment in Longyearbyen government."

The test project will lower the voting 
age from 18 for council elections in 2011. 
The deadline for local governments to apply 
to Norway's Justice Department is July 1.

Austria sparked a movement among Eu-
ropean countries in 2007 by lowering the 
voting age to 16 for all elections. Germany, 
Slovenia and Switzerland have lowered the 
age on a limited basis.

Cultural center work 

now live via webcam
Construction of Longyearbyen's new 

cultural center can now be followed live via 
Web camera, according to an announcement 
today.

Still photos updated every minute offer 
a rooftop view of the city's main pedestrian 
walkway. The new center, scheduled for 
completion in October of 2010 as an addi-
tion to the current municipal building, is still 
in the excavation stage.

The camera is accessible by clicking the 
picture icon on the left side of municipality's 
home page at www.lokalstyre.no.

Briefly

FESTIVAL, from page 1

Ecosystem generally healthy, 
but concerns about pollution 
and climate change raised

The Barents Sea ecosystem is relatively 
clean and illegal fishing greatly reduced, but 
numerous threats to wildlife exist from prob-
lems such as pollution and global warming, ac-
cording to a joint Russian-Norwegian study.

The study, released this month, states the 
area faces a critical period as several oil fields 
are scheduled to start up during the next six 
years and fishing activity is expected to remain 

high. More stringent environmental monitoring 
and management between the two countries is 
called essential due to "potential major and ir-
reversible changes of the ecosystem."

Pollutants such as PCBs are a particular 
threat to species high in the food chain includ-
ing polar bears and sea birds, according to the 
study. Ocean acidification from anthropogenic 
emissions of CO2 is another concern. Also, 
warming may be causing reproductive difficul-
ties among marine mammals.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Ingenting performs at Huset as part of a Spitsbergen Rock concert marathon Saturday night. The 

concerts were supposed to take place in a tent near the shore, but a shipping mishap in Tromsø 

kept it from reaching Svalbard. Ticket sales were further hurt because the festival was inadvertently 

scheduled at the same time as the Eurovision Song Contest in Oslo.

"Comatose seeds are wrapped in stone," a woman's subdued voice recites above sparse eerie music, 
pausing between phrases. "It is the Garden of Eden…numbered and tagged and vacuum packed."

"A doomsday allotment, just in case…the work and the sign of a civilization stashing provisions and 
holding its breath."

Such is the impression of Svalbard made on attendees at the Tribeca Film Festival, where "Climate 

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 

news about Svalbard and the world's 

polar regions, plus extras for articles from 

the print edition. Among the latest news:

! Oil from Gulf spill reaches U.S. shores

! Stop Gulf oil spill with nuclear blast?

! Building artificial glaciers to stop warming

! N. Pole mystery: 26 headless chickens

POLLUTION, from page 1

Another eruption from Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull volcano halted 
all Svalbard air traffic this week as the ash cloud passed directly 
over the area, but the disruption was much less severe than a 
month ago when a blanket of ashes passed over mainland Norway 
and much of Europe.

About 70 people were stranded each way on passenger flights 
scheduled Wednesday between Longyearbyen and Tromsø, with 
Scandinavian Airlines rebooking them on regularly scheduled trips 
that resumed Thursday. (Note: Days reflect a delayed press time of 
noon May 20). 

Air ambulance and Svea mining flights that were suspended 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Yes, we love this country as it rises forth, 
rugged and weathered, but sometimes it'd be easi-
er to honor it with a little less weathering.

Birgitte Bossart, 13, is among the latest wom-
en to stand up and fight as if she were a man. But 
it was the elements rather than an invading army 
threatening to topple the flag as high winds con-
stantly threatened to knock it from her hands dur-
ing this year's Norwegian Constitution Day 
memorial salute Monday.

A midday human train marching through 
Longyearbyen's streets, ending with a salute at the 

reduce the effect of the international agree-
ments that aim to reduce emissions of these en-
vironmental toxins."

The connection was shown thanks to new 
research methods allowing scientists to trace 
the origin of pollutants to North America and 
Eastern Europe.

"In 2004 and 2006, big fires ravaged these 
areas ... Several weeks later, the researchers 
found record-high values of PCB in the atmo-
sphere above Svalbard," a statement by the 
council notes.

PCB enters the food chain as it is stored in 
the fatty tissues of living organisms. Polar 

bears in Svalbard carry higher levels of PCB 
than any other wild animal on the planet, with 
humans in the area carrying higher amounts 
than those living elsewhere as well.

Recent studies indicate two-thirds of the 
world's 25,000 polar bears will be lost during 
the next 50 years because of climate change.

The PCB emissions come primarily from 
Eastern Europe, and the study shows emissions 
from straw and stubble burning in Russia were 
the cause of the very high PCB concentrations 
measured at the Zeppelin station near Ny-Åle-
sund in early May of 2006.

sales and resulted in the second-year festival 
losing as much as 100,000 kroner.

Yet during a day-long cruise past glaciers, 
walruses and the abandoned mining town of 
Pyramiden before Saturday's concert, O'Men 
said the trip was a blast and the festival has 
enormous potential. 

"I could imagine this festival could get too 
big," he said. "They could get some pretty big 
bands up here. It's going to be hard to keep 
people away.

Organizers can only hope.
About 150 tickets were sold for concerts 

Friday and Saturday, said Patrik Jonsson, man-
ager of Svalbar and one of the festival's orga-
nizers. The total is a far cry from the 600 peo-
ple who could have fit into the tent for Satur-
day's shows alone and drastically lower than 
last year's total attendance of about 400.

The hope is to continue the festival for a 
third year, but a loss of 80,000 to 100,000 kro-
ner must first be remedied, Jonsson said.

"Our thought is still going strong, but we 
will have to look forward just to filling up the 
coffers from this year," he said.

Among this year's problems:
• A cargo container carrying the tent for a 

marathon of shoreside concerts Saturday 
wasn't loaded as scheduled in Tromsø last 
Tuesday. Moving to Huset meant a smaller, 
less central and less unique venue. Also, some 
people left after The Carburetors – seen as the 
best of the visiting bands – performed first. 

• A Saturday afternoon concert by the rock 
band Cyaneed and local youths was canceled 
when not enough performers signed up.

• The dates of the festival, scheduled earlier 
than last year's so students from The Universi-
ty Centre In Svalbard could attend before the 
end of their term, were the same as this year's 
Eurovision Song Cotest in Oslo. Jonsson said 
organizers didn't know beforehand the events 
were at the same time.

Asked what organizers will do different 
next year, Jonsson said "everything."

"We can start to get a tent, we probably 
need to get a new date and we need to hire 
some professionals who have done this 
before," he said.


