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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy, with strong 
winds and precipitation at times, and 
temperatures around freezing.

Full forecast page 3
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At a school with guns and teachers trained to use them, emphasis is on escape during attack

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

"Victims" of a simulated mass shooting incident at Longyearbyen School, left, are treated by medical and other emergency officials Thursday night. 
At right, a man wielding a knife acts as the perpetrator during the second of two violent incidents during a drill designed to improve prepardness. 

See ATTACKER, page 6

Svalbard a Big Mac attack victim?
Greenpeace claims 'big win' in 
anti-fishing pact, but impact on 
local expansion efforts dubious 
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An LNS Spitsbergen worker carries a bag of trash 
outside of an apartment building on Vei 505 that is 
partially evacuated due to sewage flooding.

What the dino 
expeditions will 
be like in 2033
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Greenpeace says it's big news McDonald's 
is agreeing not to buy cod caught in Svalbard 

and other Arctic waters. It might be even bigger 
if McDonald's hadn't stopped buying cod alto-
gether nearly a decade ago.

The "big win for the Arctic" announced by 
the environmental organization this week in-
volves a voluntary agreement companies such 
as the fast food giant, the British grocer Tesco, 
and several seafood companies such as Young's 
Seafood not to support an expansion of com-

mercial fishing in the Arctic.
"This means that any fishing companies 

expanding into pristine Arctic waters will not 
be able to sell their cod to major seafood brands 
and retailers," Greenpeace stated in a press re-
lease.

Expanding commercial fishing and estab-
lish a seafood processing industry in Svalbard 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A large masked man stabbing everyone he 
encountered while running through the halls of 
Longyearbyen School might have been the ul-
timate case of bringing a knife to a gun fight – 
except the teachers toting weapons daily near 

students rely on a different kind of training.
"If I get a weapon in a situation like this I 

don't know how I would react," said Vice 
Principal Hans-Gunnar Skreslett. "I might 
cause more damage."

Teachers carry guns whenever they're out-
doors for protection against polar bears, but 

shoot only as a last resort if getting students 
safely inside isn't possible. The same mentali-
ty applies to using weapons in a violent attack.

"It's not our responsibility," said Åse Ma-
nengen, a high school math, science and geog-
raphy teacher. "It's our responsibility to protect 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Can you identify the object in the picture 
to the right? If not, don't feel bad – the ex-
perts at Svalbard Museum couldn't either. 
They posted the picture on their Facebook page 
Monday asking for help, with the following de-
scription: "The object was found in Nilsebu in 
Husdalen on Hopen. The diameter of the circle 
in the middle is 16cm, the entire object is 55 
cm long. On one half side of the circle there are 
nine holes, on the other half side there are 10 
holes. The holes are about 0.5 cm in diameter. 
There are varying distances from the hole to the 
edge. From all the holes there are a slot that 
goes to the edge. The hole in the center has a 
diameter of 3.2 cm. The circle has a thickness 
of 3.6 cm." It took roughly four hours for Tone 
Aalstad to post the correct response (and a 
helpful weblink at tinyurl.com/zpzzqbf). The 
answer (in our possibly incorrect translation) is 
it's an ancient register plate which, according to 
the internet, "seals off the chimney so that only 
the flue connection of a stove installed into a 
fireplace with an existing chimney is passing 
through it." The museum folks, BTW, now say 
that was their assumption all along …  Speak-
ing of fun Facebook inquiries, we'll leave an-
other mystery unanswered so the waves of 

tourists starting to arrive during the next week 
can solve it on their own: what's the story be-
yond those local parcels with "TNT" labels? 
You'll be able to find the answers and many 
other fun facts on our newly revised "Alter-
native Walking Tour of Longyearbyen" map 
that will be available free next week. Among 
the other new additions this year are town's 
ugliest (yet most coveted) housing sites, the 
real (and non-intrusive) attraction worth seeing 
for those near the avalanche zone and the place 
where it's relatively cool to engage in a bit of 
disaster tourism if that's your thing.

erything community activist (and the literal 
savior of this fishwrapper) Anne Lise Sandvik. 
Look for a (hopefully) well-translated version 
on our website soon.

As, MRO Network 
Chris Kjelgaard explores how air traffic 

management surveillance of North Atlantic 
tracks should soon be possible.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Since we'd burn the house down trying to 
install it: We're thinking this fireplace accessory 
might work better as the ultimate politically 
collect paddle since it had handles for both left-
handed and right-handed punishers.

Four degrees (above zero) of separation

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

SVALBARD MUSEUM

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

VIDE BRANDT
Four snowmobiles sinking slowly into the salt water just beyond Svalbard Snøscooterutleie on 
Monday are unable to send out an SOS on their own, so Vide Brandt posted a picture of the 
scooters on a local Facebook page hoping the owners will toss them a lifeline.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NE winds to 29 
km/h. High 3C (-2C wind chill), 
low 0C (-3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. NW winds to 29 km/h. 
High 3C (-1C wind chill), low 
0C (-3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Rain. NE winds to 50 km/h. 
High 2C (-3C wind chill), low 
2C (-2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 2C (-1C), 1C (-2C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 1C (0C), 2C (-1C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, p. 
cloudy, 3C (0C), 1C (-3C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 2C (-3C), 1C (-4C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. NW winds to 39 km/h. 
High 4C (1C wind chill), low 
2C (-2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

400 kr. for a 750ml bottle of 
'luxury' local water 'not a lot'

Anyone in Svalbard can drink locally 
sourced water merely by turning on a tap – or 
melting ice or snow – but Jamal Qureshi says 
he believes plenty of people will be willing to 
pay 400 kroner for a 750-milliliter bottle of 
his water from the archipelago. He started 
selling his Svalbarði (a word Vikings used to 
refer to Svalbard) water in local stores last 
week, which is made from 16 tons of ice col-
lected from Larsbreen last fall. "The taste is 
unlike any other water," he said. "Softer." The 
ice, after an advanced melting and filtration 
process, was poured into 6,000 custom bottles  
designed in London and manufactured in the 
Czech Republic. "Four hundred kroner is not 
a lot for such a luxurious gift," Qureshi said. 
"This is a souvenir of the Arctic that everyone 
will remember." The price isn't just about the 
water's "luxury" status – there were enormous 
costs associated with collecting, storing and 
processing the ice, as well as for the bottles.

Dogs attack, kill reindeer in 
Bolterdalen; penalty likely 

Several dogs got loose and fatally attacked 
a reindeer in Bolterdalen on Tuesday evening, 
according to The Governor of Svalbard. Peo-
ple in the valley notified the governor's office 
about the attack at about 7 p.m. and police are 
now investing the matter. "The normal reac-
tion is to give a penalty to the dog owner in 
such cases," said Police Chief Lt. Ståle Ny-
lund. It's the second dog attack on a reindeer 
within a month, after a dog got loose from its 
owner and inflicted injuries of unknown 
severity on a reindeer in Adventdalen.

DUI man w/out license jailed 
for stealing, wrecking car 

A Norwegian man visiting Longyearbyen 
was jailed overnight after stealing a car while 
intoxicated and driving it off the road, accord-
ing to The Governor of Svalbard. Police were 
altered about the incident shortly before mid-
night May 15 and arrested the man, who does 
not have a driver's license, near the scene of 
the accident. The man was not injured but "he 
has ruined a lot for himself," said Police Chief 
Lt. Ståle Nylund. "This will also be a factor 
for him in the workplace."

UNIS continues growth, plays 
key role during total solar eclipse 
and tragic avalanche in 2015

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Students at The University Centre in Svalbard dig snow pits on a hillside overlooking Longyearbyen 
in March of 2015. Eleven of the homes below them were destroyed by an avalanche Dec. 19, and the 
university subsequently played a key role in developing avalanche training and awareness programs.

ANATOLY SINITSYN / UNIS

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Even for an institution where students ex-
pect an extreme education, a pair of dark en-
counters made 2015 an extraordinarily illumi-
nating year.

The total solar eclipse in March and the 
avalanche that destroyed 11 homes on Dec. 19 
were among the events that put The University 
Centre in Svalbard on the global academic stage, 
according to the university's annual report re-
leased this week (available at www.unis.no/
unis-annual-report-2015).

Those events, plus an increase in enroll-
ment and published work that's been a long-
term trend, are encouraging signs the university 
is fulfilling the Norwegian government's goals 
of significantly expanding research in Svalbard, 
Acting Director Frank Nilsen wrote in the re-
port's introduction.

"UNIS continues to grow and a total of 690 
students from 44 nations were admitted to our 
96 courses in 2015," he wrote. "This was an in-
crease of nearly 100 students and resulted in a 
total of 202 student-years in 2015, a growth of 

12 student-years from 2014.
"The whole organization is working hard to 

reach the target of 220 student-years the Min-
istry of Education and Research has set for 
UNIS. This is a target we will reach in one to 
two years with the expected time lag between 
hiring more staff, designing new relevant 
courses and increase student recruitment."

One area of concern both local and national 
officials have expressed is a growing percent-
age of foreign students. Norwegian citizens 
represented 32 percent of enrolled students in 
2015, far short of the government's goal of 50 
percent.

The largest groups of foreign students were 
from Germany (11.4 percent), other Nordic 
countries (11 percent), the Netherlands (8.8 
percent), the United Kingdom (6.5 percent), 
and Russia (6 percent).

Among the achievements highlighted in the 
report is the university's geophysics team pro-
vided instruments and expertise during a live 
worldwide broadcast of the eclipse.

It also notes "two UNIS staff members and 
their families survived the massive volume of 
snow that destroyed 11 houses in Longyear-
byen, and many UNIS staff members were 
heavily involved in the rescue operation."
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700
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A map, left, shows areas in Svalbard frequented by commercial fishing vessels in recent years. At right, areas affected by a Greenpeace-led agreement 
seeking to limit Arctic fishing are outlined. Companies signing the pact are voluntarily declaring they won't buy cod from fishers expanding in the Arctic.

GREENPEACEUNIS

SEAFOOD, from page 1
are aggressively pursued by government offi-
cials at the local and national levels, as well as 
by several companies planning to build facili-
ties here. The industry is seen as a key piece to 
establishing a new and sustainable economic 
base in the archipelago as coal mining comes to 
a near-halt, with climate change and low taxes 
making the area attractive to processors.

Greenpeace is opposing the efforts as part 
of its campaign to largely end fishing and other 
industrial activities in the Arctic. The organiza-
tion has stated it would support the commercial 

catching of snow crabs in Svalbard since they 
are an invasive species threatening other marine 
life.

But their arguments aren't swaying policy-
makers and companies, and there appear to be 
practical and political limits to this week's 
agreement.

McDonald's, for instance, stopped purchas-
ing cod in 2007 and has been relying exclusive-
ly on  pollock since 2013.

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen, in an e-
mail interview, stated the agreement isn't likely 
to be a major factor in Svalbard's fish industry 

aspirations.
"We have not directed ourselves towards a 

large market for cod or trawling," he said. "As 
such, this agreement will certainly make things 
harder, but is nothing that will stop our thinking 
in terms of crab fishing."

Olsen stated he believes fisheries resources 
are already well-managed in Svalbard, but ex-
panding the industry raises issues – including 
some raised by Greenpeace – that need serious 
evaluation.

"It is wise to tread carefully when areas become larger and into more vulnerable 
areas," he wrote "I gladly await a dialogue with Greenpeace about our plans."

 British grocer Tesco, fish processor Espersen and several other fish processors 
have pledged not to purchase cod sourced from these waters if other fishing compa-
nies outside of the two covered by the agreement decide to enter those waters. 

 At least 70% of all the Atlantic cod that ends up on dinner plates around the 
world is from the Barents Sea as such.

“This voluntary and unprecedented move by the seafood industry highlights the 
lack of political ambition so far to protect the Arctic. Now it’s up to the Norwegian 
government to catch up with the companies and protect the Arctic for the long 
term”, said Frida Bengtsson.

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen
We have not directed us towards a large market for cod or trawl. Put so will this 

agreement certainly make things harder, but nothing that will stop our thinking in 



Synnøve Polden, wearing the green shirt at left, explains to Tatiana Drotikova, a student at The University Centre in Svalbard, how sulphur is removed 
from the emissions at Longyearbyen's power plant. At right, a plant employee works on a model of the plant while visitors await their chance for a tour.
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Burning curiosity
Lars Wiggen, left, an employee at Longyearbyen's power plant answers a question from Erik Haukalid, 6, during a tour of the facility Saturday. At top 
right, a small opening allows visitors to see coal burning to generate power. At bottom right, a load of coal is brought into the plant for processing.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Kids, researchers and dozens of 
others get a charge out of tours 
at Longyearbyen's power plant
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Erik Haukalid, 6, is already an expert when 
it comes to energy production. But it's still 
tough explaining in words what's going on in-
side that giant building constantly emitting 
smoke.

"He has seen this large building and he is 
wondering what this is," said his father, Snorre, 
a cultural heritage advisor for The Governor of 
Svalbard, shortly before joining a group of 
about a dozen others Saturday for a tour of 
Longyearbyen's coal-fired power plant.

Erik was by far the most charged of the 
group, generating as many questions as the rest 
of the group combined and fusing himself to 
plant employee Lars Wiggen for close-up looks 
at equipment.

 The youth's most glowing moment?
"The coal burner," he said afterward, refer-

ring to his brief look through a small round 
opening into the blazing blackness.

Scores of people were led on tours by em-
ployees during an open day at the power plant, 
which has been both the town's lifeline and a 
monument of controversy for decades. Upgrades 
to the plant are expected to keep it operational 
for another 25 years, but people ranging from lo-
cal residents to international politicians frequent-
ly question if a coal plant is appropriate in what's 
promoted as a pristine Arctic environment. 

The elder Haukalid said he isn't among 
those bothered by the plant's existence.

"The history of Longyearbyen is coal min-
ing, so it's natural to have a coal plant," he said.

While many those taking the hour-long 
tours were curiosity seekers of varying ages, 
some took advantage of the open day for more 
serious purposes.

Tatiana Drotikova, a student from Ryazan, 
Russia, studying at The University Centre in 
Svalbard, said her thesis involves the effects of 
coal emissions on the Arctic and this was her 
first chance to see all of the plant.

"So I need to study this plant and the one 
ins Barentsburg," she said. "I know only princi-
ples, so it's cool to see it for real."

SYNNØVE
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

See ATTACKER, page 7

Police confront a "mass 
shooter" barricaded in a 

classroom with two hostages 
at Longyearbyen School 

during the first of two 
simulated violent incidents 

Thursday night.  The drills – 
involving about 30 teachers, 
plus dozens of local police, 

firefighters and medical 
workers – were part of a 

nationwide exercise aimed 
at improving responses and 

preventative measures for 
such attacks. Local teachers 

therefore ignored the 
school's weapons locker 
during the drills, but said 

they likely wouldn't act 
differently during a real 

attack since confronting an 
assailant isn't part of their 

training.  Some also said it 
could make an already 

chaotic situation involving 
students worse.     

'I might cause more damage'
ATTACKER, from page 1

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

the students, not engage the attacker."
The get-to-safety mentality prevailed dur-

ing two staged mass killings at the school 
Thursday evening, the first involving a shooter 
and the second a knife attack. In both instances 
the hallways were filled with bloody bodies ei-
ther dead or suffering various levels of injury. 
The assailant in both cases barricaded himself 
in a classroom – with two hostages during the 
first incident – forcing police in full battle gear 
to prepare for an counterassault while trying to 
talk him out.

Anguished screams filled the hallways for 
long minutes as both scenarios involved com-

plications that delayed the response by emer-
gency officials. Some staff tried to provide first 
aid and comfort to colleagues, others remained 
still in a simulated state of shock and some –
sometimes with great confusion – either fled 
from the building or debated whether to remain 
in hiding where they were.

In both situations the police showed up 
first, with most standing guard and assessing 
the wounded, while a few stood outside the 
room where the assailant was trying to commu-
nicate in simple, clear sentences ("are you go-
ing to stay in there all day?" an officer shouted 
to the knifeman as firefighters with axes were 
stealthily peering into the window from outside 

the building).
Each scenario was completed in about an 

hour, with the assailant surrendering both 
times. A discussion with the teachers followed, 
where concerns about numerous deficiencies 
and how to address them were raised.

"How best to hide (the students) in areas,"  
said Hilde Henningsen, the school's special ed-
ucation coordinator (and badly-hobbled gun-
shot victim), when asked after the drills about 
her biggest concern. "We realized there are no 
real answers."

But there was general agreement the drills 
will help develop preventative measures such a 
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a detailed evacuation plan and coordinated 
communications with emergency officials.

Police have already learned some of those 
lessons during a similar exercise a few weeks 
ago at The University Centre in Svalbard that 
didn't involve fire and hospital officials, said 
Police Chief Lt. Christian Svarstad, who super-
vised Thursday's drill.

"The communication was much better," he 
said after the first simulated attack Thursday. 
"It's important that only those with something 
critical to say should talk."

But communications problems with hospi-
tal officials – legitimate not simulated – led to a 
delayed response during the first attack. That 
was smoothed out during the second attack, but 
an intentional complication – where all police 

were involved in another incident on the other 
side of town when the knife attack occurred –
forced participants to deal with extra hardships.

One thing missing from the exercise was 
students, which everyone agreed would drasti-
cally alter the atmosphere of a real situation. 
But Irene Ianssen, a teacher at the school, said 
she believes the drill is still helpful because "if 
you try this once you feel more prepared for 
what might happen."

What's the most important thing she will 
focus on after the evening?

"A safe way to get the kids out so we can 
protect the kids from the bad guys," she said. 
"I'm not sure, but I think I will protect lots of 
kids before I protect myself."

ATTACKER, from page 6

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Teachers at the opposite end of Longyearbyen School from where a gunman is barricaded, left, ask a teacher who evacuated the building if they should 
remain hidden inside or come out. At right, Hilde Henningsen  At right, Police Chief Lt. Christian Svarstad pours "blood" on victims before an attack.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Police and firefighters prepare to storm a classroom by force if necessary where a man who killed multiple people with knife is during Thursday's drill.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Teachers: guns not the answer

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
A firefighter helps "victim" Hilde Henningsen to 
safety after being shot during the exercise.
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives



"We avoid photos with watermarks – unless they're comical"

A male polar bear that starved to death in Svalbard is a part an exhibit by photographer Ashley Cooper showing showing the effects of climate change.

'Warmer' documentary looks 
at 'Norway in a nutshell'

Ashley Cooper has reportedly become the 
only person to captures photographs depicting  
climate change on every continent. He spent 
the past 14 years and £250,000 capturing the 
images, with the money coming from the sale 
of his pictures. Among Cooper's pictures is a 
widely-published set of images of a polar bear 
that starved to death in 2013 and was so thin it 
"looked like a polar bear rug." Scientists with 
the Norwegian Polar Institute said the bear ap-
parently wandered far from traditional feeding 
areas in desperation after a poor sea ice year. A 
photo of the bear and Cooper's work from oth-
er areas can be seen at tinyurl.com/zxwyu4e.

– ITV

Sheep food, chili peppers 
among new seeds at vault

A new collection of seeds ranging from 
sheep food to chili peppers were deposited this 
week into the Svalbard Global Seed Vault. 
More than 8,000 varieties of crops from Ger-
many, Thailand, New Zealand and the World 
Vegetable Center were deposited during a 
week which also featured multiple days of me-
dia tours highlighting the facility's role as a 
"Noah's ark after doomsday." Ryegrass and 

white clover seeds from New Zealand represent 
much of the feedstock for the country's 60 mil-
lion sheep, and the crops they produce have 
been worth an estimated NZD 20 billion to the 
nation's national economy over the last 50 
years. The deposit from Thailand was inspired 
by its Royal family after Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn visited the Svalbard. Included in this 
deposit is the Grand Father Sumet Chili Pepper, 
which was named by the Princess in honor of 
the secretary-general of a Thai gene bank who 
recently became a grandfather.

– The Ecologist

Noways's oil wealth fund may 
shun even more coal holdings 

Norway’s 7.1 billion kroner sovereign 
wealth fund may be forced to step up divest-
ments of coal companies and could face a wider 
ban on investments in other fossil fuels such as 
oil sands. The Labor Party, as well as the 
Greens, the Socialist Left, the Liberals and the 
Christian Democrats – which together represent 
a majority – want to include companies whose 
coal production or consumption is large on a 
global scale even if it makes up less than 30 
percent of their business. They also want to 
make sure no subsidiaries fall through the 
cracks, and, possibly, widen the ban to activi-
ties such as coal transportation or oil sands pro-
duction. Such actions have resulted in 
widespread accusations of hypocrisy due to 

Parliament's continuing support for coal mining 
and power generation in Svalbard.

– Bloomberg News

Longyearbyen's temps above 
average for more than a year

The weather station at Svalbard Airport has 
reported above-average temperatures for every 
month for more than one year. Not just 
marginally above average either: the most ex-
treme example is February of this year, when 
the average was minus 5.6 degrees Celsius 
compared with a long-term average of minus 
16.2 degrees. Similarly high record tempera-
tures – and record-low levels of sea ice – are 
being reported across most of Earth's Arctic re-
gions

– Al Jazeera

Russia drops extra 30 percent 
of paratroopers on Arctic

The NRK TV series "Oppdrag Nansen," 
which followed four teenage explorers during 
their travels in Svalbard and to the North Pole 
during the winter and spring of 2015 has been 
awarded "Best Human Story on Climate 
Change" at a conference of global broadcasters 
in Thailand. "I thought we had really achieved 
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what we had tried to do," said Mattias Høyem, 
director of the series. "It's great that four 13-
year-old children are able to win such a large 
and important prize on the other side of the 
world." The 10-episode series featured youths 
participating in a six-month research project 
aboard a ship frozen in the sea ice north of 
Svalbard, skiing about 100 kilometers to the 
North Pole and participating in the UN Climate 
Summit in Paris.

– NRK

Svalbard is tops in Norway, 
says youngest globetrotter  

Norway isn't among his top 10 countries, 
but the world's youngest globetrotter says Sval-
bard is a clear favorite of the many places he 
has visited in a country that helped launch his 
seven-year quest. Henrik Jeppesen of Denmark 
became the youngest person to visit all 193 
countries in the world on April 1, four days be-

fore his 28th birthday. "My first trip abroad was 
to Germany, then I went to Norway for a short 
visit to Haugesund," he said. "I love Norway 
and has since been in many places there, but the 
favorite is clearly Svalbard." His favorite coun-
tries are South Africa, New Zealand, Italy, the 
Maldives, Australia, Vanuatu, Rwanda, Palau, 
Seychelles and Thailand.  His next goal is to be 
the youngest to visit every country, plus all 132 
territories, Greenland and Antarctica. His most 
difficult trip was to war-torn Syria.

– TV2
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Henrik Jeppesen, 28, offers photographic proof of his visit to one of the 193 countries he visited during the past seven years, the youngest person to do so.

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9

HENRIK JEPPSEN

THURSDAY
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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May 25
7 p.m.: Historical discussion about 
Pomors at Kvitsjøen by Tora Hultgren 
and Per Oskar Kjølaas. Svalbard Church.
May 26
5:30 p.m.: Performance: "Kjevt Fordelt," 
written by Danish music educator and 
performed by Longyearbyen School 
student. Kulturhuset.
May 27
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Angry Birds Movie," 
U.S. animated, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Blues cruise featuring the Tito 
Lausteen Quartet.
May 28
Noon-3 p.m.: Open day at Kunsthall 
Svalbard, featuring workshops for 
youths. Inside Svalbard Museum.
4 p.m.: Final presentation for A.K. 
Dolven video art project "Ahead." 
Kunsthall Svalbard.
6 p.m.: Cultural exchange from 
Barentsburg. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Blues concert by The Tito 
Lausteen Quartet. Radisson.
May 29
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Alive Through the 
Looking Glass" (3D), U.S. fantasy, no 
age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Warcraft" (3D), U.S. 
adventure/fantasy, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
June 1
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
7:30 p.m.: Concert of original northern 
Norwegian music by vocalist Marthe 
Valle, clarinetist Håvard Lund, guitarist 
Bendik Lund Haanshus and drummer  
Håkon Mjåset Johansen. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Larsen B Ice Shelf likely gone by 2020
● Big jump in Barents Sea war exercises
● Brits try paddling Greenland to Scotland
● China's new diet guide may help climate

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Although sightseeing flights are banned in Svalbard, officials are apparently perfectly cool with a 
time machine bringing live dinos to the archipelago because they're going to make life safer.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Apocalypse again
MINORITY MEDIA INC.

It's just another doomsday in 
Svalbard where a humble cadet  
seeks out live dinos to save us  
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If this is what it's going to take to counter 
climate change we're all screwed, but at least 
the folks in Svalbard will get a front-row seat to 
watch the end of humanity.

Yet another apocalyptic sci-fi video game 
set in the archipelago is trying to lure 21st 
century digital explorers. "Time Machine VR," 
released May 19 for Windows and consoles, 
turns the player into "a time-traveling cadet 
tasked with exploring the Jurassic era and the 
ancient creatures that once ruled the prehistoric 
oceans."

Of course, things take a nasty turn when 
melting ice caps unleash an ancient deadly 
virus (um, isn't this the same plot in the TV 
series "Fortitude" we mocked endlessly a few 
months ago?), "and the key to the cure lies in 
the extraordinary creatures of prehistory."

"You begin your journey inside your 
mission hub, in Svalbard, Norway," an official 
description of the game notes. "It shelters your 
time machine and comes equipped with the 
DinoDex, a depository of the information you 
will collect from the prehistoric creatures you 
encounter. Every time you return to Svalbard 
with new discoveries, upload them to the 
DinoDex to unlock crucial data and creatures."

An early review of the game by the website 
Destructoid rates the game a seven out of ten 
for being a successful "weaponized therapy 
session."

"The developer took a risk with a slightly 
hokey setup that involves mixing live action 
videos in with normal gameplay (think Mad 
Dog McCree), but it doesn't take long to be 
sucked in by its charm," the review notes.

"'Go to the past to save the future' sounds 
like a dour objective, but it isn't cheesy as it 
could've been if you were constantly pressed 
for time with arcadey timers and set to a rockin' 
soundtrack."


