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Weather summary
Cloudy and cloudy; temperature just 
above or below zero degrees 
Celsius through next week.

Full forecast page 3
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letter possibly 
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Late update: 12 
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again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Russia says it's ending North Pole operations in Svalbard due to political strife, but some skeptical Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

The competitive class of this year's Svalbard Skimaraton sets out from the starting line Saturday.

BUH-BYE OR BLUFF?
Workers at the Barneo ice camp wave goodbye to one of the final planes carrying tourist expeditions as operations begin to shut down in late April.

See FACEOFF, page 4

Fantasy postseason play

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Eric Philips already has many of next 
year's expeditions to the North Pole booked 
and the veteran guide isn't changing his plans 

yet even though Russia says the folks that get   
explorers to where they want to be won't be 
here next year.

"It could happen if all of the stars are 
aligned, but that's a cosmic assumption," he 

said this week, a couple of days after officials 
at the Barneo ice camp stated they intend to 
move their logistics operations from Svalbard 
to Franz Josef Land.

No training, no sweat (at least 
not much) for newcomer who 
dominates annual ski marathon

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Astrid Uhrenholdt Jacobsen didn't know 
the course, was done with her competitive rac-
ing for the season and needed a bit of coaxing 
to show up. But she did have that prestigious 
No. 1 on her jersey as she took her place at the 
front of the starting line.

"I'm just looking for a beautiful experience 
and just hoping to enjoy the nature," she said 
moments before the start of of the 24th annual 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We've long fantasized that if we ever get 
thrown out of for being "undesirables" we'll get 
to do in one of Norway's famous luxury prisons 
like the Bastoy island facility (picture at right), 
even if climates on the mainland are a bit warm 
for our liking. But, it seems, even the world's 
most awesome prison system is a human rights 
violator, at least when it comes to the misun-
derstood soul of  Anders Behring Breivik, a 
name we generally don't print so as not to give 
that mother****** any more publicity than he's 
already getting. But it put our local teenage 
surviver, Viljar Hanssen, back in the global 
headlines as well with his rather emphatic de-
nunciations of the ruling. "This is an assault 
on us all," wrote Hanssen, who was shot five 
times and barely survived – albeit with the loss 
of an eye and some of his motor skills – in a 
Facebook post. "The court has gone a bit too 
far now, wanting Norway to be the best boy in 
class when it comes to human rights." BTW, in 
this week's "two degrees of separation" in terms 
of the fishwrapper, we did note with interest 

Robert Hermansen (the hero/villain on page 
seven) noted when he got our of prison that, 
while he caught up on a lot of reading in those 
less-than-torturous cells, you still had to deal 
with the fact you neighbors were kinda un-
pleasant types with a tendency to beat you up 
on a regular basis. Maybe if ABB was bitching 
about that instead of being stuck with an out-
dated Playstation 3…

18 things about nord polen
tinyurl.com/hnsktck

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Fervent to be a freeloader: If it's a choice of 
living here after a deliberately botched robbery or 
in the land of Trumpmania, which would you pick?

'I have a bad feeling about this...'

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

MARCO DE  LAURO

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS
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A space object that may or may not be the Death Star or some other alien craft casts a light ray 
on Longyearbyen last week. Alien sightings are reported regularly in Svalbard, including people 
claiming a spaceship spent a year or so on the town's beachfront and a UFO that crashed in the 
mountains is now hiding with the zombies in the Doomsday Vault. For more about our endless 
efforts to pursue the truth about what's out there check out tinyurl.com/hzq4uvv.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. W winds to 29 
km/h. High 0C (-3C wind chill), 
low -2C (-6C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. W winds to 39 km/h. 
High -2C (-7C wind chill), low 
-4C (-9C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. SW winds to 39 km/h. 
High -1C (-5C wind chill), low 
-3C (-9C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 0C (-3C), 4C (-9C), light 24:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, 1C (-1C), -2C (-6C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, 2C (-2C), 0C (-3C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 1C (-3C), -1C (-4C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 42 
km/h. High 2C (-4C wind chill), 
low -4C (-9C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Polar bear spotted near town 
gets ticket to far northeast 

A polar bear that wandered near 
Longyearbyen last Friday has been released  
at Ringertzøya in Nordaustlandet, according 
to The Governor of Svalbard. The three-year-
old male, which weighs 
about 240 kilograms and 
has been previous tagged 
by researchers, was not 
involved in any close en-
counters with people be-
fore laying down on the 
ice across the bay from 
Longyearbyen early dur-
ing the afternoon. Scores of onlookers 
watched from town as experts from the Nor-
wegian Polar Institute tranquilized the bear a 
couple of hours later from one the governor's 
rescue helicopters and then flew the animal to 
the northeast portion of the archipelago.

May Day gets low local labor 
turnout despite big concerns  

Longyearbyen might be facing one of its 
worst workers' crises ever, but turnout for this 
year's May Day parade was relatively light as 
about 35 people participated in the march 
from Svalbard Church to the center of town 
on Sunday. "This is among the smallest pro-
cessions we've had here on May 1, but it may 
be due to the good weather and that people are 
out on tour," said Robert Hermansen, former 
administrative director of Store Norske and a 
participant in the parade for the past 20 years. 
Local participants in the worldwide labor holi-
day focused on securing coal mine jobs in 
Svalbard, ensuring work for all, and protect-
ing wages and benefits against cutbacks. Re-
ductions in worker protections have been a 
heightened concern of labor leaders in Nor-
way since a coalition lead by the Conservative 
Party took over the country's leadership after 
the 2013 parliamentary election.

Dog gets free from owners, 
attacks and injures reindeer 

A dog got loose and attacked and injured a 
reindeer last week in Adventdalen, although 
it's not known how severely, according to The 
Governor of Svalbard. Police are investigating 
the incident as a possible criminal case.

'World's largest Santa's mailbox' 
needs to get in ship shape with 
'real' mail, says local postmaster

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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A postal box billed as the largest for letters to Santa in the world is receiving lots of other mail as well.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The world's largest mailbox to Santa is 
turning out to be a wee bit of a problem.

Santa's getting his mail, but most of the let-
ters with real stamps being sent to other people 
apparently aren't, at least not in anything close 
to a timely fashion, according to Oddny 
Slatlem, postmaster at Longyearbyen's post of-
fice.

"For us it is important to emphasize that 
this is not a real mailbox," he told Svalbard-
posten. "We have urged the owner to either 
close it or hang up clear information in several 
languages that this is not a mailbox." 

The 9.3-meter-high mailbox (which, BTW, 
appears to be taller than the world's biggest "of-
ficial" mailbox) was built in secret and unveiled 
a few days before Christmas in 2013. Po Lin 
Lee, a Hong Kong native and local tour opera-
tor, came up with the idea and paid 500,000 
kroner for the mailbox after it was approved.

She said during its unveiling she hoped the 
mailbox would inspire people to share their  in-
ner thoughts and hopes.

"Why not send a letter to Santa Claus to 
tell him they're happy, to tell them they're sad, 
to to tell him their dreams?" she said. "Every-

body can have Santa Claus."
Shortly before Christmas last year, Lee 

said she received as many as 10,000 letters dur-
ing the year. She said most came during the 
holiday and summer cruise ship season, and the 
few that were "real" letters with stamps she 
brought to the post office.

But she often travels aboard for business 
and personal reasons, prompting Slatlem to ex-
press concern about legit mail not getting deliv-
ered in a timely manner. In an interview this 
week, Lee said she will work with officials to 
resolve the issue.

"I will find a solution," she said. "Maybe I 
will give the keys to someone in town."

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Po Lin Lee reads letters and handmade cards put 
in her "world's largest Santa's mailbox" just before 
Christmas last year. She said as many as 10,000 
letters were put in the mailbox last year.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700

Tours, town to suffer if Barneo moves
FACEOFF, from page 1

Russian troops, left, scatter out on an ice floe during extreme weather training at the Barneo ice camp in April. At right, a cyclist serves as a reminder of 
the lighter moments that still happened at the camp at 89 degrees latitude north despite a short season full of tensions and setbacks 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Full. stop. It's only the rarest plant on Earth and 
huma

The announcement was made in a post on 
Barneo's official Facebook page on April 23, in 
which they also also announced the camp is 
shutting down only 11 days after opening – the 
shortest season ever and even that period was 
besiege with mishaps. The post does not specif-
ically state the move will occur next year, but it 
does put most of the blame for this year’s disas-
trous season on new regulations enacted by 
Norway last year.

“The Norwegian authorities made the 
transportation rules much more rigorous: apart 
from normal permission requests 48 hours be-
fore the flight (what we’ve been always per-
forming punctually), they now require detailed 
list of passengers and cargo to be submitted 48 
hours before,” the post notes. “But in the Arctic 
it’s hard to predict how things will unfold on 
the ice. Therefore it’s just impossible to follow 
new rules.”

“It become clear that we should change the 
route and quit Svalbard,” the post declares, 
adding “we reorient our logistics to the 
archipelago of Franz Josef Land, in restoration 

of which we have recently been involved.”
The economic implications of a move 

could be enormous for Longyearbyen, since the 
expeditions spend about 20 million kroner lo-
cally and account for nearly 10 percent of the 
annual traffic at Svalbard Airport, according to 
officials interviewed by Svalbardposten.

But moving the transit point to Franz Josef 
Land, a Russian archipelago hundreds of kilo-
meters northeast of Svalbard, would also likely 
present logistical challenges for expeditions 
due to Russia’s stricter entry requirements. Fur-
thermore, while the Russian islands are current-
ly used for military purposes, there is virtually 
no infrastructure for expeditions needing lodg-
ing, field equipment or food.

"Infrastructure – yes, is a a weakness," 
wrote Irina Orlova, the camp's coordinator, in a 
Facebook message responding to the announce-
ment. "We will try to make the stay of tourists 
there maximally comfortable 

 But whether the move actually happens, is 
just the latest move in a chess match that has 
drastically stepped up the piece swapping dur-
ing the past two seasons.

Norway passed the stricter flight rules after 
Russian Deputy Prime Minster Dmitry Rogozin 
made a stopover in Svalbard on his way to Bar-
neo last spring, flaunting a ban on his entry into 
Norway and other Western countries due to his 
role in the Ukraine crisis. Russia provoked Nor-
way again this spring by having Russian-
trained Chechen paratroopers landed at Sval-
bard Airport after completing exercises at the 
camp – which experts said almost certainly a 
violation of the Svalbard Treaty.

Among the scenarios being floated for next 
year by people familiar with the faceoff so far:

• Russia's trying to get Norway to ease up 
on the flight restrictions, which are a temporary 
measure in effect until August while a perma-
nent revision to the law is drafted.

• It's a threat that might come true some 
day, but not next year because of the lack of 
tour-related infrastructure.

• It might be for real because Russia is in-
creasingly focusing on using Barneo as a mili-
tary training site instead of for tourists.

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY



Page 5May 3, 2016

'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9

Sky-high dreams
KHO, EISCAT officials hoping 
spacey students play big role in 
launching new research era

Visitors on the roof of the Kjell Henriksen Observatory (KHO), left, take photos of the atmospheric data-gathering instruments during an "open day visit" to 
the station April 20. At right, a group gathers outside one of the satellite dishes at the European Incoherent Scatter Scientific Association (EISCAT) facility.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For university students seeking answers not 
likely to be asked on other campuses, here's a 
biggie: How many can squeeze into the 
"wagon" of a snowcat for what may be the 
longest daily commute in Svalbard?

The answer appears to be 17, which fortu-
nately is the same number in a group visiting 
the Kjell Henriksen Observatory (KHO) recent-
ly to study the Northern Lights and other atmo-
spheric phenomena.

"That’s why I’m here, because it’s a pas-
sion," said Katie Ann Herlingshaw, one of the 
students, in a Euronews story published last 
month. "This’ll give me some credits towards 
my PhD but I don’t really care about the 
credits, I’m here for the science, for the North-
ern Lights."

Such attitudes by the students, who are 
among a total of about 50 involved in studies at 
the facility this spring, are what KHO officials 
are hoping for as it looks to double its estimat-
ed 25 data collecting devices in the near future. 
That doubling, in another happenstance, is also 
what local and national leaders are hoping hap-
pens to the overall level of research in Svalbard. 

But unlike the massive task of attempting 
to vastly expand facilities and offerings at The 
University Centre in Svalbard – and the delays 
and frustrations getting national politicians to 
define and embrace such goals – the project at 

Visitors get an overview of the middle- and upper-atmospheric data being collected at the KHO.

Lawmakers: No 'white paper' until fall
The government said it was crucial to Svalbard's future to act quickly – nearly a year and 

half ago. But after a lengthy pondering process that local political and business leaders say is 
causing significant harm to the community, another long delay has just been announced.

A revision of the Svalbard "white paper" outlining the Norwegian government's policy 
goals for the archipelago, widely expected to be released this month, won't be published until 
this fall, Anniken Huitfeldt, heads of Parliament's Defense and Foreign Relations Committee, 
announced during a visit to Longyearbyen in April.

"It's better to have a good and thorough treatment, rather than to push this important 
message through at full speed," she told Svalbardposten. 

The visit was one of many by parliamentary and ministry officials since the revision of the 
white paper was announced, but officials continue to offer little clue about their intentions 
other than some coal mining should continue if viable, and tourism and research should expand.

See SPACE, page 6
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SPACE, from page 5

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Espen Helgesen, left, explains how data from satellite dishes is processed at the local European 
Incoherent Scatter Scientific Association (EISCAT) facility during a tour in April.

Baby blues

COPERNICUS/ESA
The east coast of Svalbard, including the 
Austfonna ice cap at top-left, is shown the first 
photo taken by the European Union's Sentinel-1b 
satellite that was launched Monday. Along with a 
sister satellite, they will map the Earth's surface 
every six days, with the five terabits of data 
collected per day available free to the public.

the mountaintop optical observatory above 
Mine 7 will be much easier on many levels, 
said Fred Sigernes, the station's director.

"I think it will happen because it will be 
easy. It's a quick project to start," he said. Fur-
thermore, "we can easily expand without 
politicians."

About 500 square meters of available va-
cant land are are targeted for the expansion the 
existing 800-square-meter facility, Sigernes 
said. He said a formal plan has not been draft-
ed, but the conceptual design is well 
underway.

His comments came during an "open day" 
at the observatory and the local European In-
coherent Scatter Scientific Association (EIS-
CAT) station a few dozen meters down the 

mountain. Craig Heinselman, director of the 
station – one of three in northern Scandinavia 
tracking the interaction between the sun and 
Earth using ionospheric and magnetospheric 
data – say he also see the station's uniqueness 
playing a key role in luring future students, 
but expanding the facility is a tricker question.

"We can expand our operations here, but 
our budget is limited," he said. "We're in a bit 
of a complicated situation because we're 
owned by six different nations."

And while the open day was popular 
among the mostly local crowd, Heinselman 
said he doesn't want it to become "just another 
stop on the tour" as part of Longyearbyen's ef-
forts to double its future tourism offerings.
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Legend of the 'Fall'
New book offers detailed answer 
about Store Norske scandal – 
but not the definitive one

Birger Amundsen, left, discusses his new book, "Fallet - Robert Hermansen og Spillet om Store Norske," with former Svalbardposten reporter Christian 
Nicolai Birch and former Store Norske Administrative Director Robert Hermansen during an unveiling at The University Centre in Svalbard in April.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It is, of course, the story of one of Store 
Norske's greatest heroes and one of its greatest 
villains – who just happen to be the same man. 
But it's also a paradox about the people who en-
abled him through both action and inaction, 
who sometimes resented him when things were 
good, and embraced him after things went bad.

"I didn't know I had such an exciting life," 
said the title character of a new book which 
translates in English to "The Fall: Robert Her-
mansen and The Game at Store Norske."

Promoted as "a book about the director and 
miners, and shortcuts, accidents and heroism," 
it also tries to provide a definitive answer to the 
key questions so many wonder: "Robert Her-
mansen salvaged Norwegian coal in Svalbard 
and had everyone in the palm of his hand. How 
could such a prolific and experienced industry 
end up behind bars after being sentenced to two 
years' imprisonment for gross corruption? What 
went wrong for the man who was idolized by 
everyone?"

While the book by former Svalbardposten 
Editor Birger Amundsen offers a detailed an-
swer – largely that Hermansen was a driven 
person who set high expectations and was will-
ing to go beyond his authority to sidestep bu-
reaucratic obstacles – it's highly unlikely to be 
the definitive one. Not just because Hermansen 
disagrees with key points of the book, but a 

large percentage of Longyearbyen's residents 
from the era at least partially agree he was 
made a scapegoat by others in the scandal and 
those residents are again embracing him as a 
pillar in the community.

But the two men were willing to get to-
gether and publicly discuss their differences on 
stage during an unveiling and book signing at 
The University Centre in Svalbard on April 21. 
The only conditions: Hermansen wanted an in-
vitation from the author so he wasn't an un-

wanted presence at the event, while Amundsen 
wanted to make sure neither side pulled their 
punches during the discussion.

And, true to form, while Amundsen read a 
passage about one of the moments Hermansen 
envisioned grand potential for the Svea mine, it 
was followed by one of the crucial moments 
when the actions of the former leader began 
crumbling in scandal.

Birger Amundsen, right, autographs copies of his new book in the gift shop at Svalbard Museum.
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives



"Seeking truth, justice and a better set of pajamas"

For some reason, when tree huggers talk about the Doomsday Vault's role as a guardian for our planet, this is the first image they seem to think of.

'Peer reviewed rapper' digs, 
depressed about seed vault

It's definitely not the latest Drake album, 
with rhymes about topics like evolution, genet-
ics, medieval literature and urban sprawl.In-
stead, Baba Brinkman, a New Yorker who 
refers to himself as a "peer-reviewed rapper," 
is releasing an album titled "The Rap Guide to 
The Wilderness," including the song "Seed 
Pod" which is inspired in part by the Svalbard 
Global Seed Vault. "Biodiversity, loss and ex-
tinction is a real threat that the world is facing. 
But there's something that tickles the imagina-
tion about the idea that we can actually save 
seeds and, once the conditions are right, bring 
species back," Brinkman said. "It's trying to, 
like, walk that line between hope and despair. 
Because if you look at how many species are 
going extinct on an annual basis — you kind of 
naturally get depressed."

– CBC News

Tree huggers on Arbor Day:  
Doomsday vault is a marvel 

Groot might not be the first choice of mas-
cot among locals, but tree lovers celebrating an 
annual holiday honoring their favored species  

seem to love his roots when it comes to a poster 
child for the Svalbard Global Seed Vault as 
their see it. "The vault itself is like something 
out of a sci-fi movie. In addition to being 
buried deep inside a mountain, "the Vault is 
also patrolled heavily and constantly by high 
tech security. Occasionally 'librarians' and other 
biologists will check on the seeds, but there is 
no real staff." Also, "it's way, way above sea 
level, making it eternally dry" (fact check, not 
so much…leakage was a big problem a few 
years back). Even if the polar ice caps were to 
m e l t e n t i r e l y , S v a l b a r d w o u l d s t a y 
undampened. Does that put us at the mercy of 
crazed survivalists who thought to store seeds 
there? Likely, no. The seeds are, in the  minds 
of most, saved at the Vault for genetic posterity 
and in case of the most grievous of 
emergencies, including outright extinctions."

– Crave Online

Barentsburg plans to begin 
tours of mine this summer  

Only three foreign visitors have been invit-
ed on recreational tours of Barentsburg's coal 
mine in its history, but Trust Arktikugol plans 
to begin regular tours this summer as part of the 
Russian settlement's efforts to expand tourism 
and science to keep the town economically vi-
able. “This is our source of profit,” said Kateri-

na Zwonckova, tourism manager for the state-
owned company that's responsible for manag-
ing the settlement. “This is a kind of reply to 
Basecamp's Mine 3." Tours of the shut-down 
Mine 3 in Longyearbyen began last year and 
tours of the soon-to-be-closed mine at Svea be-
gan in January of this year. Zwonckova said 
that, much like Longyearbyen, Barentsburg is 
also making plans for a new harbor, vastly ex-
panded science research facilities, fish process-
ing and other industries to replace lost mining 
jobs.

– Foreign Affairs

First Arctic.ru webinar looks 
at Bareno's scholarly side

With tourists, troops and political turmoil 
dominating the headlines, it's easy to overlook 
a group of people who see the Barneo ice camp 
as an entirely different kind of place. For Kirill 
Kivva, a Russian oceanographer, the station at 
89 degrees latitude north is a research center 
where the tourists are a nonentity. "They even 
bother us sometimes," he told an audience dur-
ing a webinar focusing on science at Barneo 
(transcript in English at tinyurl.com/hyoz72o). 
"No one expects any help from them because it 
might make things more difficult. At the Bar-
neo Ice Camp, a maximum amount of work 
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must be carried out in the shortest possible 
time, so we don't involve them." He also admit-
ted cleanup can be less than thorough: "I 
showed you some discarded bulldozers that 
were left there. They're there because it's diffi-
cult to take them back. Yes, they fall into the 
ocean and pollute it in a way, but it's primarily 
steel that falls to the bottom."

– Arctic.ru

Putin gets involved in Syria, 
Ukraine  to take over Arctic? 

"Ukraine and Syria are only tactical ma-
neuvers to get temporary superiority over the 
West," according to Roger Boyes, editor of The 
Telegraph of London. He also notes Russia is 
far outpacing other Arctic nations in boosting 

its military presence, and "and soon there will 
be more Russian military there than that of the 
other Arctic states, the U.S., Canada, Norway, 
Denmark, Finland, and Iceland combined." 
That, combined with Russia's using its tactical 
advantages from its Ukraine and Syrian actions 
to blackmail the West will allow Putin to "go 
down as a Peter the Great than an Ivan the Ter-
rible."

– Pravda Report
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Workers at the Barneo ice camp pack up some of their gear after another season perhaps the last staged form Svalbard – comes to an end last week. 

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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May 3
1 p.m.: Technical Committee meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
2 p.m.: Youth and Cultural Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Outdoor climate Mass at 
Elveneset by Leif Magne Helgesen and 
Kim Holmén. 
May 4
6 p.m.: Movie: "Grand Hotel," Norwegian 
comedy/drama, all ages. Kulturhuset.
May 8
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Boss," U.S. comedy, 
all ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Pryomanen," Norwegian 
drama/suspense, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset. 
9 p.m.: Movie: "Flaskepost fra P," Danish 
crime/drama, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
May 10
1 p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
5 p.m.: Youth Community meeting.  
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
May 14
Noon: Secular Confirmation. Kulturhuset.
May 15
11 p.m.: Festive Liturgy. Svalbard 
Church.
May 16
5 p.m.: Movie: "Bad Neighbors 2," U.S. 
comedy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Huset," Norwegian 
horror, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
May 17
Norwegian Constitution Day with 
traditional celebration activities from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Full schedule at 
tinyurl.com/jj3uw3j.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Norway builds an Arctic border fence
● Antarctica warming at 5X rate of Earth
● UN to consider Russia Pole claim soon 
● U.S. now OK w/ polar bear parts trade 

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE OF TECHNOLOGY
Tryg-Arne Alnes Løkkeborg, Kjetil Tyrom and Sebastian Torgersen, on podium at left, hoist their 
trophies as the first three finishers in the Svabard Skimaraton on Saturday. At right, Jan Thomas 
Høeg, 93, receives congratulations for being the oldest person to finish the 42-kilometer ski race.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Race finds new ways to win
MARATHON, from page 1
Svalbard Skimaraton on Saturday. "I'll try to 
race fast, but I'm not prepared. This is a one-of-
a-kind race that's in the off season, so normally 
I've stayed away."

This year, Jacobsen said, her boyfriend 
talked her into participating just for the experi-
ence of the world's northernmost ski marathon 
(whose official title really does omit the "h"). 
And while her mindset might not have been 
that of a medalist, the bib number proved pre-
scient.

The 29-year-old Trondheim resident, a 
two-time world champion and a participant in 
the 2010 Winter Olympics, dominate the wom-
en's division of this year's race with a time of 
two hours, 16 minutes, and 12 seconds, more 
than 28 minutes ahead of teenagers Pia Stange-
bye and  Hanne Kristine Kroken who finished 
in 2:44:19 and 244:22:23, respectively.

The top men's finisher and overall winner 
was Kjetil Tyrom in a time of 2:06:48, with 
Tryg-Arne Alnes Løkkeborg finishing second 

in 2:08:17 and Sebastian Torgersen third in 
2:08:29.

A total of 867 people participated in this 
year's event on full- and half-marathon 
courses,a slight decrease from the record field 
of about 900 a year ago. Among the notable 
finishers was the oldest participant, Jan Thomas 
Høeg, 93, a Narvik resident who was a diving 
champion during the 1950s and is a current ac-
tivist on immigration issues.

Also notable this year was an embrace of 
younger participants as race organizers estab-
lished a "family class" where youths under 12 
could participate in the half marathon course if 
accompanied by a parent. While the half-
marathon was official non-competitive (and ob-
viously the families since they had to remain a 
group), some siblings managed to find ways to 
resolve their particular rivalries, including one 
using a rock-paper-scissors match at the finish 
line to determine who crossed first.

SVALBARD TURN


