
“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Getting answers: Updates on the central 
government's actions related to the Store 
Norske crisis will be posted at icepeople.net.

Invisible army invades Svalbard?
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Headlines from Svalbardposten
- Three men rescued after 30 hours in snow pit
- Snow crab catch half of '14 due to more ships
- Man rescued by helo after snowmobile crash 
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Lena Danielsen, left at center, and Lars Molia, left, guide their dog teams across the finish line of the Trappers Trail race near Huset on Sunday. At 
right, veterinarian Astrid Vikaune, left, examines a dog with an infected paw after the race. All dogs received multiple health checks during the race.

WENCHE RAVLO
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Weather summary
Above freezing temperatures with 
rain and snow this week; colder and  
clear beginning this weekend.

Full forecast page 3

See CRISIS, page 4

DOGGONE SHAME

Parliament narrowly OKs Green 
Party 'sustainability' resolution 
while voicing support for mining

See EPIDEMIC, page 3

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Sébastien Barrault spent 10 days mushing 
his dogs from Ny-Ålesund to the starting line 
of the Trappers Trail race he initiated six years 
ago. But he and others from the settlement suf-
fered a huge setback during their short stay in 
Longyearbyen as 11 of their 16 dogs were 
scratched from the race after being infected with 
the kennel cough virus that's become an epidem-

ic in town during the past couple of weeks.
The first-ever known outbreak of the flu-

like disease in Svalbard eliminated eight of 24 
teams before the two-day race started Saturday 
and five more failed to finish as more than 20 
dogs were diagnosed with the illness on the 
trail despite pre-race examinations.

Barrault said he didn't know about the out-
break until he arrived in Longyearbyen, but 
tried to protect his dogs by camping well away 

from others participating in the two-day race 
that started Saturday. But one of the three 
teams in his group planning to race added 
some dogs from a local kennel to their dog 
team, which likely resulted in the other dogs 
getting ill.

The group set out with two dog teams in-
stead of three and Barrault was among those 
focused to drop off at the halfway point due to 

Kennel cough epidemic scratches 13 of 24 teams from Trappers Trail as dozens of dogs catch 'flu'

NORTH POLE 2015: NO SPRINT FOR MARATHONERS
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Pols vote on coal
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The first verdict from Parliament: Pursing 
environmentally sustainable industries in Sval-
bard in the future is a worthy goal, but so is al-
lowing Store Norske to continue its coal mining 

operations for now.
That message was expressed Tuesday as 

Parliament by a 51-47 vote approved a Green 
Party resolution declaring the government 
should emphasize development of sustainable 
industries in Svalbard. But a vast majority of 

the "yes" votes  came from parties that are ex-
pressing support for Store Norske as it seeks a 
450-million-kroner bailout loan the company 
says is necessary to continue operating beyond 
June.

The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fish-
eries may announce if it will recommend the 
loan to lawmakers as soon as Friday, with a vote 
by Parliament possible before the end of April.

Debate about the company's future – and 

DOGGONE SHAME



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Random bits of the week's weirdness:
The competition to be the Dumbest Svalbard Tourist Cap-

tured on Film that suddenly appeared this year has a new en-
trant as the trailer for the new documentary "Bjørnoya," 
about three brothers who spend two months on the island 
equipped only with essential survival gear like surfboards, 
is now available online for mocking (http://vimeo.com/
104900828). Seeking to Surf Where No Man Has Surfed Be-
fore, the trio nonetheless manages to captured plenty of cheesy 
cliched moments including an "I'm king of the world!" type 
howler on the boat voyage up. Ultimately, of course, the film 
scheduled for release Oct. 24 is all about X-Tremes, including 
hungrily eyeing the waves hitting the shore after they manage 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We thought a New York Times reporter was 
a bit off last year when he called Longyearbyen 
the ugliest town he's even seen, but that's fairly 
tame compared to an essay published last 
week by geologist Karsten Eig titled "A Visit 
To Mordor" (karsteneig.no/?p=1164). Clouds 
wrapping them into a world of black and white 
where fiery mountains and fearsome flesh-rip-
ping creatures cast a pall over a place that's for-
gotten its summer. "Mordor without the vol-
cano, where black riders could emerge any 
minute?" he wrote about his visit last August. 
"Narnia when the evil witch ruled? At least it 
could have been a set for a James Bond movie 
intro. We are in Hornsund on the southwest 
part of Svalbard, a place so in the middle of 
fucking nowhere that even very few tourist 
trips go there." He then proceeds to challenge 

readers on the types of rocks he sees and, with 
answers like "carboniferous rift sediments, 
mainly continental," we find that a lot more 
haunting than the possibility Sauron might be 
secretly alive and raiding the kiełbasa at the 
Polish research station … Moving on to some 
true heroes in a truly chilling situation, any-
body remember the Icelandic Coast Guard ves-
sel Týr that did fill-in duty in Svalbard last 
summer when delivery of the governor's new 
service vessel was delayed? The ship rescued 
320 refugees from countries such as Pales-
tine, Pakistan, Ghana and Libya when the 
wooden boat they were in began leaking off 
the coast of Sicily during Easter, according to 
ruv.is. At least 1,150 other refugees have been 
rescued by by Týr in the Mediterranean since 
December, according to the news agency.

  has rescued several hundred refugees in the Mediterranean since 
early December.

to land at the town of Pozzallo in Sicily over Easter after reach-
ing their wooden boat, which was leaking, off the coast of Libya on 
April 3, ruv.is reports.

svalbardposten blah blah blah, Oppdrag Nansen

http://www.oregonlive.com/art/index.ssf/2015/04/national_geo-
graphic_photograph.html

. Susan Seubert
hindsight art exhibition "100 Memories", "what if" hindsight
To wit: where would we be if we hadn't realized the industrial 

revolution? Why can't we accept that we are completely destroying 
our environment and killing ourselves by our own behavior? 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

"You forgot the sunscreen? Oh, crap." If we 
weren't about to be crisped because volcanos 
just made the ozone vanish we'd totally own the 
polar bears 260 million years from now.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

What the #%&! do you mean there's no fire? 
Do you know how long we're going to wait until 
it's cold enough to shatter the ring on the ice?

KARSTEN EIG

Yeah, it's probably adequate for polar bears 

Russian soldiers participate in a training exercise on an ice floe near the North Pole on Thursday. 
The military base camp is a supplement to Russia's annual support camp for scientists and 
expeditions going to the North Pole. Full coverage of this week's North Pole events, including the 
annual marathon and a family representing the first Nigerians at Pole, is available at icepeople.net.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

Now you know how the polar bear feels: The 
stuffed creature just in front of this camera 
might b

LE MONDE

Luke joins the dark side: Convincing people 
polar bears are playmates is worthy of Darth. 

WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT ITALY

A blessing compared to where they were: 
More than 3,400 of 207,000 refugees died trying 
to cross the Mediterranean in 2014.

ICELANDIC COAST GUARD

 Help keep us a breaking newspaper instead of a broke one 
We're working to provide more breaking news and larger copies of this thing, but it costs us.

A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper. 
Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Party cloudy. NW winds to 39 
km/h. High 1C (-3C wind chill), 
low -1C (-6C wind chill).

Sunrise: 2:24a, sunset: 11:20p

Thursday
Rain/snow. NW winds to 39 
km/h. High 5C (0C wind chill), 
low -1C (-5C wind chill).

Sunrise: 2:15a, sunset: 11:39p

Saturday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 39 
km/h. High -3C (-9C wind 
chill), l7w -9C (-13C wind 
chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -3C (-9C), -7C (-11C), light 24:00h; Monday, clear, -7C (-11C), -10C (-16C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -8C (-14C), -11C (-17C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -7C (-14C), -11C (-17C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Trapper Hilmar Nois' hut 
moved from eroding shore   

Villa Fredheim, the landmark historic hut at 
Sassendalen used by 
trapper Hilmar Nois, 
was moved about 50 
meters from the shore-
line Friday to prevent 
coastal erosion from destroying the monument. 
The two-floor hut built in 1924, which was 
structurally reinforced before being placed on 
a meal sled, was moved by LNS Spitsbergen 
in about three minutes. A video of the move is 
available at tinyurl.com/oy98v32.

Snowmobiling injuries up 
nearly double so far this year

A record number of injuries have occurred 
so far this year, with nearly twice as many re-
ported as last year at this time, although offi-
cials said the reason is not certain. A total of 
38 patients were treated for snowmobile-relat-
ed injuries between Jan. 1 and March 25. 
Bone fractures, especially involving ankles, 
were among the most common injury, accord-
ing to John Aksel Bilicz, the hospital's medi-
cal leader. Individuals renting snowmobiles 
has increased significantly in recent years 
while group tours have remained relatively 
stable, but more data is needed to establish a 
link since the hospital does not categorize pa-
tients by residents and tourists, said Margrete 
N. S. Keyser, tourism advisor for The Gover-
nor of Svalbard.

Coop increases dividend to 
members after strong 2014 

Coop Svalbard's board of directors is so 
pleased with 2014 it is increasing payouts to 
members. "Coop had such good results in 
2014 that we believe that it is prudent to pay 
an additional percent to our members locally," 
said Frigg Jørgensen, the board's chairwoman. 
The dividend guidelines were altered in the 
Coop system, which allows for back 
payments. Members will receive a divided 
equaling five percent of their purchases in 
2014 instead of four percent, the highest rate 
in the country, according to the board. The 
store reported a 5.4 million kroner profit on 
118 million kroner in sales in 2014.

Friday
Rain/snow. Variable winds to 
52 km/h. High 1C (-4C wind 
chill), low -7C (-14C wind chill).

Sunrise: 1:50a, sunset: nope

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Vaccinations for dog 'flu' coming
EPIDEMIC, from page 1

Anne Marie Strømseng, 
3, embraces a dog 

driven by her mother, 
Elise, at the finish line of 

the Trappers Trail race 
Sunday. At right, 

Karolina Karas 
celebrates crossing the 

finish line with her 
"LePoop” dog team, 

including her diminutive 
Shiba Inu, Photos by 

Mark Sabbatini / 
Icepeople.

UNIS students help launch a 
rocket 'through' northern lights to 
study signal-disrupting activity

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

dogs being diagnosed with the illness. But like 
most others he accepted the setbacks as un-
avoidable and tried to make the most of the 
weekend.

"We'll take it as a nice trip," he said.
Tommy Jordbrudal, who with Laura Vour-

ma won the five-dog category with a time of 
four hours, 41 minutes and 54 seconds, said he 
treated the race similarly to the four he's partic-
ipated in previously except for taking some ex-
tra precautions at the overnight checkpoint at 
Kapp Laila.

"We tried to keep the dogs apart, but if 
they're going to get sick they're going to get 
sick," he said.

His wife, Janne, was leading the eight-dog 
division at the halfway point of the race, but 
also had to drop out due to infected dogs.

Lena Danielsen, who started with eight 
dogs and finished with seven, won the large-
team division and was the fastest overall with a 

time of 4:06:19. Linda Vassdal won the ski/
sled division with a time of 6:03:12.

While smaller dog teams were more 
prevalent this year, even that reference became 
part of the levity participants managed to 
maintain. Karolina Karas, the first racer to de-
part, assembled a three-dog "LePoop" team 
that included a Shiba Inu, a tiny Japanese 
breed that is remarkably suitable to Svalbard’s 
harsh environment despite its dimensions 
(“copes very well with mountainous terrain…
originally bred for hunting…one of the few an-
cient dog breeds still in existence in the world 
today,” according to Wikipedia).

"He always a part of the team," she said. 
"He does great in cold."

Vaccines for the virus will be available 
from Svalbard Vet on May 7 and 11. Appoint-
ments can be scheduled by contacting 9052 
7196 or svalbardvet@gmail.com.



Study: Heavy snowmobile traffic 
alters behavior of animals, but 
not breeding or survival rates
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Top Norwegian political and science officials, 
above left, tour the new Arctic Center for 

Unmanned Aircraft in Ny-Ålesund during its 
official opening Tuesday. At top right, Stian 

Solbø, a researcher for the Northern Research 
Institute, accompanies an unmanned aircraft to 
Svalbard in March aboard the Bjørkhaug cruise 

ship as part of an effort to determine if the 
aircraft can be used to count seals. Full details 

about the new center, seen in an overhead view 
at bottom right, are at icepeople.net. Photos 
courtesy of the Northern Research Institute.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

What's up
April 15
6 p.m.: Movie: "The Gunman." 
Kulturhuset.
April 19
11 a.m.: Mass w/ visiting Priest Birgit 
Lockertsen. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Concert by vocal group TAUS 
and Tundradundrene. Kulturhuset.
9 p.m.: Movie: "Chappie," U.S. comedy/
sci-fi, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
April 20
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Barentz Pub.
April 21
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
April 22
6 p.m.: Movie: "Avengers: Age of 
Ultron" (3D), U.S. action/fantasy, no age 
limit specified. Kulturhuset.
April 25
9:30 a.m.: Svalbard Skimarathon. Full- 
and half-length divisions, with latter 
departing at 10:30 a.m. Begins next to 
Mine 6 in Adventdalen. Registration and 
other details at svalbardskimaraton.no.
April 26
11 a.m.: Family Mass w/ music by 
Polargospel. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "The DUFF," U.S. 
romance/comedy, all ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Pride," British comedy/
drama, ages 7 and up. Kulturhuset.
April 27
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Barentz Pub.
April 28
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
April 29
8 p.m.: Discussion: "Murder and Dark 
Deeds" by detective novel author Jørn 
Lier Horst, focusing on real life crimes 
and investigations, and their influence on 
literature. Longyearbyen Library.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Russia's Arctic nuke sub patrols up 50%
● Russian want to melt sea ice to drill oil
● NRA pushes polar bear trophy hunt bill
● No ice? Time for an Arctic yacht race 

Bailout loan likely, but with limits?
CRISIS, from page 1

Droning on reaches new heights

What you spend on coffee in a week can provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year
A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper. 

We've published this for years for free out of love, but we do need some back to pay the bills.
Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

By the 
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Svalbard's as an economic and strategic asset –  
began in the full Parliament with Tuesday's 
Green Party resolution essentially requesting 
coal mining not be considered a part of a new 
strategic plan being hastily drafted for the 
archipelago. A revision of the "white paper" 
was announced in January shortly after Store 
Norske requested emergency loans of 400 mil-
lion kroner to continue mining and 50 million 
kroner for restructuring to allow expansion into 
other industries such as infrastructure.

"Coal mining was the basis for this settle-
ment," the Green Party’s resolution states. "In 
recent times have other livelihoods have come 
such as tourism, environmental management 
and research. It is important to facilitate good 
management of the archipelago."

The Green Party’s resolution "asks the 
government to present a case for the further de-
velopment of the Svalbard community with 
emphasis on sustainability, environmental re-
search, an energy base and new livelihoods."

The resolution received a majority of its 
support from the 30 members of the Labor Par-
ty. But Kåre Simensen, who presented his par-
ty's arguments, said pursing sustainable indus-
tries doesn't mean supporting the Green Party's 
position that mining should end in Svalbard.

"For the Labor Party it is important to en-
sure and maintain the great expertise the Store 
Norske mining company possess regarding 

mining and industrial activities in the north," 
he said.  Furthermore, "imposing a ban on min-
ing on Svalbard is a question that will also af-
fect the Svalbard Treaty and which will trigger 
extensive work with an uncertain outcome."

Also joining the lone Green Party member 
in favor of the resolution were the five mem-
bers of the Left Party, which has already en-
dorsed Store Norske's loan request, along with 
six members of the Center Party, five members 
of the Christian Democratic Party and four 
members of the Socialist Left Party.

Opposing the resolution were the 28 mem-
bers of the Conservative Party and 19 members 
of the Progress Party. Trond Helleland, pre-
senting the Conservative Party's overview, said 
he believes the revised white paper should be 
completed before lawmakers decide on the 
proper course for Svalbard's future.

Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristof-
fersen, a Labor Party member who has led the 
local political effort to lobby for approval of 
the loans, said Tuesday "we have a surplus (of 
votes) in Parliament." She said she expects the 
ministry to issue its decision about endorsing 
the loans "either this Friday or next Friday" 
and a vote by Parliament by the end of this 
month, but she still has concerns about whether 
terms limiting the company’s operational pos-
sibilities will be imposed.

A sharp drop in coal prices last year resulted in Store Norske suffering a record 
loss of 537 million kroner. As part of its restructuring plan the company has laid off 
about 100 of 340 employees – which followed a downsizing of about 60 employees 18 
months earlier – and has scaled its mining operations back by half for 2015.

Approval of the proposal by the Green Party, which has previously advocated an 
end to all coal mining in Svalbard, is unlikely since a majority of Parliament has re-
peatedly supported mining in Svalbard despite recently voting to rid the government’s 
oil wealth fund of investments in greenhouse gas polluters. Most major parties have 
also expressed general support for the emergency loan requests without making com-
mitments to specifics.

"I believe we will get the loan," said Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristoffersen, 
who has led the local political effort to lobby approval of the loans. "We have a sur-
plus (of votes) in Parliament"

She said she expects the ministry to issue its decision about endorsing the loans 
"either this Friday or next Friday" and a vote by Parliament by the end of this month, 
but she still has concerns about whether terms limiting the company’s operational pos-
sibilities will be imposed.

Numerous complications – include the expectation the decline in coal prices is 
likely to be prolonged and the Norwegian government suffering its own financial cri-
sis due to a similar crash in oil prices – are likely to affect what terms, if any, are 


