
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Living in Longyearbyen is getting a lot more 
expensive for many as a 63 percent hike in rents 
for city government workers has been approved, 
following a significant hike in utility and other 
fees just enacted.

All of the increases are seen as necessary to 
fund mandatory facilities and updates being 
shortchanged, ac-
cording to Long-
yearbyen Munici-
pal Council mem-
bers who unani-
mously approved 
the rent hike today. 
The increase will 
be take place over a three-year period starting in 
November, rather than an alternative that imple-
mented it entirely then.

Higher rents, which the council has put off 
for two years, were called necessary to pay for a 
huge backlog of maintenance. Jørn Dybdahl, one 
of the council's two Konsekvenslista members 
speaking mostly strongly about the hike, said em-
ployees complaining about it are paying well be-
low market rates and need to take responsibility 
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Hunger gets them to take 
greater risks than they normally 
would. this is a a tets. now is the 
time ofr 
- Jan Aars,

See HOUSING, page 3

More government dirt: 
Governor OKs changes at 
Lunckefjell as Store 
Norske starts work at site.
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An 1897 North Pole expedition led by by 
Swedish explorer S.A. Andrée comes to a 
crashing end in "The ice Balloon."

dogs sniffing oil

Review: Account of ill-fated 
1897 expedition to North Pole 
succeeds most with trip itself

KNOPH

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Stuck at the hotel or exhausted after a 
long day of slow progress across unstable 
ice? Reading this in your bed or sleeping 
bag won't change that, but it will be a re-
minder of past times when three-fourths of 

HORATIO CHAPPLE

Russian workers at Murmansk's airport load cargo destined for the Barneo ice camp at 
approximately 89 degrees north. More than 50 tons of supplies are scheduled for delivery to the 
camp, which provides support and shelter for expeditions to the North Pole.

'Ice Balloon' a riviting tale of doom

Big rent 
hike for 
city staff

See TRIPS, page 4

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It seems like winter barely happened, but 
with the arrival of spring comes a new season 
of frigid extended excursions that organizers 
say is largely normal so far.

Russian workers are preparing the Bar-
neo ice camp at roughly 89 degrees north for 
North Pole expeditions, with one already on 

its way, albeit via the long route over the top 
of the world from Canada. Svalbard tour and 
support companies are also preparing for 
multi-day expeditions to the north and in the 
archipelago, stating participation appears 
consistent with past years and arrangement 
shouldn't be seriously affected despite high 
temperatures and low snow accumulation.

"It looks like a normal year," said Terje 
Aunevik, managing directing for Pole Posi-
tion, which provides logistical support for 
many North Pole expeditions.

Not hot and bothered
Season of extended excursions 
to Svalbard, North Pole called 
normal despite warm winter

See REVIEW, page 4

Council unanimously approves 63 
percent increase over three years 
to deal with maintenance backlog
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Briefly
Air ambulance fix sought

A series of measures to overcome new reg-
ulations that may prevent some air ambulance 
flights to Svalbard is being implemented, 
Health North officials said Monday.

The major restrictions prevents flights 
from operating if temperatures are below 54 
degrees Celsius, increase fuel capacity require-
ments, and impose new visibility and cloud-
height limits at Svalbard Airport.

"We are working to get approval of a high-
er takeoff weight of aircraft," said Øyvind 
Juell , general manager for Luftambulansetjen-
esten, in a prepared statement. "We are in dia-
logue with other air ambulance operators to 
hire a second air ambulance. The ability to 
transport patients on commercial flights is also 

being discussed with SAS."
Equipping and keeping an air ambulance 

in Svalbard, rather than having all flights initi-
ate in Tromsø, is also being considered.

.

Man fined 8,000 kr. for fire 
extinguisher vandalism 

A man in his 20s was fined 8,000 kroner 
for emptying a fire extinguisher in a residential 
complex at Blåmyra 13, coating the entire first 
floor with chemicals, according to the Svalbard 
governor's office.

The man was given a chance to explain his 
actions that occurred just before midnight Jan. 
13 before officials imposed the fine for vandal-
ism, according to a prepared statement.

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Just a tiny bit of room this week – and those 
reviews/numbers for "Frozen Planet" are a 
healthy dose of weirdness anyhow – so we'll 
just note Svalbard has one of world's ten best 
sunrises,along with historic locations such as 

Stonehedge and Mount Siani, according to 
cheapflights.co.uk. An impressive detail, inten-
tional or not, is their noting the first sunrise af-
ter polar winter "holds an almost magical ap-
peal for visitors," since many locals consider 
the dark season the best time of the year.

the light . 
Syria’s Seeds Are Locked Away in Norway, But Are Seed Vaults Safe?
Linda Pappagallo | March 22n, Green Phrophet weekly newsletter, seed banks 

rarely store plant varieties that do not produce seeds such as berries, nuts and tu-
bers which are integral in a human diet. Also, will the frozen or stored seeds be 
able to grow in a climate and soil which are likely to change in the future?, farm-
ers need to have and control own supply

http://www.greenprophet.com/2012/03/syria-seed-bank-norway-biodiversity/
we almost thought gd article questioning vault, The GMO industry is but-

tressed by monsters, not giants, such as the famous Monsanto, Syngenta, DuPont 
and Dow Chemical.

Scandinavian Euroscepticism

* SIR – Your article on the European Union’s problems with its carbon emis-
sions trading scheme had the dateline of Longyearbyen (“Breathing difficulties”, 

'Frozen Planet' gets hot U.S. debut

A bus, left, and a taxi, below 
right, in New York City 
display promos for Sunday's  
U.S. premier of the TV 
series "Frozen Planet." 
Reviews of the first show, 
which features Svalbard, 
earned a critics' rating of 90 
out of 100, according to a 
chart by Metacritic, below 
left, a two-way tie for the 
highest score of all 
programs currently showing 
in the U.S. that have been 
reviewed.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SYSSELMANNENDISCOVERY CHANNEL

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The narrator is now Alec Baldwin because 
apparently a familiar famous actor is necessary 
to keep audiences from avoiding some Brit 
who doesn't speak "real" English.

Also, only 47 percent of that potential au-
dience in the United States believes man-made 
climate change is occurring (although that's up 
from 38 percent in 2008).

Toss in the anti-education, anti-elite atti-
tude raging among those typically watching the 
most TV and one might think a series about en-
vironmental happenings in the polar regions 
would be an icy disaster.

Whoa.
The BBC series "Frozen Planet," in which 

Svalbard plays a big role on-screen and behind 
the camera, is in a two-way tie for the highest-
rated current show at Metacritic, a website 
compiling reviews by professional critics.

The reviews and a heavy publicity cam-
paign also paid off in ratings, as 27 million 
people watched at least one minute of the first 
part of the seven-part series, according to the 
Discovery Channel, which simulcast the show 

on seven affiliate cable channels. The total is 
higher than typically seen for top-rated shows 
such as "American Idol," but as separate chan-
nels would not qualify for that distinction in 
the official U.S. Nielsen ratings.

Numerous internet commenters grumbled 
about Baldwin replacing British narrator David 
Attenborough for most of the series. But Mike 
Hale, in a New York Times review, argued "it 
makes commercial sense."

"The mass audience will buy strangeness, 
whether it’s wild animals on the tundra or the 
Jersey shore, as long as it’s in a familiar pack-
age," Hale wrote. "And the occasional deluxe 
series probably subsidizes many other smaller, 
grittier projects."

The series has been cited by five scientific 
papers since it debuted on the BBC last fall.

Most reviews used lines like "the ultimate 
reality show" due to new camera techniques 
and technologies capturing changes to the en-
vironment in the polar regions. Some did ques-
tion if all the technology and cut-and-paste 
work might somehow be altering that reality.

Of course, plenty dismissed the program 
as rubbish, such as a headline in The Blaze 
declaring "Entertainment 'Frozen Planet' Pre-
miers in U.S. With 'Amazing Natural Drama' – 
Climate Change Rhetoric to Follow."

, review not that critical, but the scores of com-
ments following a good 

www.theblaze.com/stories/frozen-planet-premiers-
in-u-s-with-amazing-natural-drama-climate-change-
rhetoric-to-follow/#comments

's debut of the series have cited it.
, Alec Bladwin not Morgan Freeman, but still pret-

ty cool.
By Hank Stuever, WP
"Documentaries like this are also nearly critic-

proof, unless the critic wants to busy himself asking 
too many questions about how the darned thing was 
made,

Randy Rieland, blogger for The Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

Thanks to cutting-edge time lapse filming and 
high-speed cameras, I was able to watch ice grow and 
caterpillars freeze and thaw and penguins skim through 
the surf with a sea lion giving chase. It was the ulti-
mate reality show. It just hadn't been part of our reality 
-- until technological innovation let us see it.

DISCOVERY CHANNEL

METACRITIC

Critics rave and 27 million watch 
first part of BBC series featuring 
Svalbard; skeptics also thrive



Spring forward: Daylight Savings Time begins at 2 a.m. Sunday. Set clocks ahead one hour.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. SE winds to 22 
km/h. High -9C (-14C wind 
chill), low -11C (-17C wind 
chill).
Sunrise 5:41a; sunset 6:32p

Thursday
Partly cloudy. SE winds to 35 
km/h. High -5C (-11C wind 
chill), low -9C (-18C wind 
chill).
Sunrise 5:33a; sunset 6:39p

Friday
Snow. S winds to 11 km/h. 
High -8C (-13C wind chill), low 
-12C (-18C wind chill).

Sunrise 5:25a; sunset 6:47p

Saturday
Snow. Variable winds at 11 
km/h. High -10C (-16C wind 
chill), low -14C (-20C wind 
chill).
Sunrise 5:17a; sunset 6:54p

Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, -12C (-18C), -16C (-21C), light 13:53h; Monday, snow, -7C (-13C), -12C (-18C), light 14:08h; 
Tuesday, snow, -7C (-13C), -8C (-15C), light 14:24h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -10C (-17C), -13C (-20C), light 14:40h

Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Council's rent hike debate gets testy

Paraglider injured in crash 
lacks license, faces charges  

A Longyearbyen man severely injured in a 
paragliding accident last week may face crim-
inal charges because he didn't have a license 
or training for the activity, a Norwegian Civil 
Aviation Authority official said. Two men in 
their 30s made several jumps from Platåberget 
ending after dusk May 13, although the Avia-
tion Act forbids paragliding after sunset. The 
first man made his final landing safely, but the 
second man crashed into the mountainside and 
was hospitalized in Tromsø with serious, but 
not life-threatening injuries. Sources told 
Svalbardposten the injured man has long been 
warned by the association to stop the illegal 
flights.

Kåre Tveter, 90, painter of 
gallery's first collection, dies      

Kåre Tveter, 90, whose 40 paintings and 
sketches provided the initial and an ongoing 
fundamental foundation of the collection at 
Galleri Svalbard, has died after a long illness. 
Tveter's collection of paintings featuring 
mostly subjects from the area was unveiled 
when the gallery opened in 1995. He was a 
frequent visitor to Svalbard beginning in 
1982, but was unable to paint after suffering a 
stroke in 1998. A bust of him was unveiled at 
the gallery in 2010 in a ceremony hosted by 
then Norwegian Minister of Justice Knut Stor-
berget. "There is no doubt that (Tveter's) in-
terpretation of light on Svalbard has reached 
the furthest distances and gained the highest 
reputation among the public," said Jan Martin 
Berg, the gallery's manager.

Man gets jail, fine and loses 
license for DUI in stolen car  

A man in his 30s who stole a car and 
drove it briefly while intoxicated has been 
sentenced to 30 days in jail, a 28,000-kroner 
fine and the loss of his driver's license for two 
years. The man swiped the car from the center 
of Longyearbyen last December and drove it 
to Huset. The car's owner saw the theft and 
followed his in a taxi, calling police when he 
left the vehicle.

Plotting city's future energy, environment

HOUSING, from page 1

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Jørn Dybdahl, left, a Konsekvenslista member of Longyearbyen's Municipal Council, explains why 
"it's about time" rents are significantly increased for city workers at the council's meeting today.

Store Norske starts work at Lunckefjell 

SNIFF, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

for more of the actual cost of their homes.
 "Forty-five kroner per square meter is not 

something to whine over," Dybdahl said. The 
current rate is 28.41 cents per square meter 
and, even after the increase, the rate will still 
be below what many residents pay.

At least a dozen city employees and their 
family members were packed into the few 
rows of audience seats in the room, and many 
were visibly unhappy at the blunt remarks. 
Other council members, while agreeing the in-
crease is necessary, objected to Dybdahl's tone.

"A rent increase will bring major changes 

for many," said Christin Kristoffersen, chair-
woman of the Labor Party-led council.

The increase will not apply to a small 
number of school employees with a separate 
lease agreement with more than two years re-
maining, Kristoffersen said.

The rent increase comes after the council 
voted in December to increase water rates by 
more than 60 percent, power rates 21.4 
percent, most vehicle registration fees 16.7 
percent and recreation center pass fees by 17 to 
20 percent.

The comments received both audience and the lo-
cal chairman Christin Kristoffersen (Ap) for the pur-
poses of rearing.

A 21.4 percent rise in power rates to 1.42
kroner per kilowatt hours, up from 1.17 kroner.
• A 16.7 percent increase in vehicle regis-
tration fees, with a 617 percent increase for
trucks weighing more than seven-and-a-half
tons due to extra road wear.

Governor OKs permit changes 
company seeks for new mine
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Store Norske, which three months ago 
threatened to halt many of its operations due to 
delays in the approval of a new coal mine at 
Lunckefjell, took major steps forward Monday 
as it began work at the site while Svalbard's 

governor recommended more favorable permit 
terms sought by the company.

The company is clearing snow and ice for 
the road to the site, where they hope to begin 
mining next year. The permit changes, dealing 
with issues such as access routes, must still be 
approved by Norway's Environmental 
Ministry.
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March 21
6 p.m.: Movie: "John Carter" (3D), U.S. 
action/sci-fi, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
March 24-25
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Open cabin at Fredheim 
trapper's cabin hosted by governor. 
Snacks, warm drinks and historical 
stories will be offered. Also, an outdoor 
Mass will take place at noon March 25.
March 25
6 p.m.: Movie: "The Lorax" (3D), U.S. 
animated dubbed in Norwegian, all ages. 
Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Movie: "The Devil Inside," U.S. 
thriller, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
March 27
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
gathering. Svalbard Church.
March 28
6 p.m.: Movie. "The Hunger Games," 
U.S. action/drama, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
March 31
Dogsledding classes for various 
experience levels, offered at varying 
times. Details available at 
www.longyearbyenhundeklubb.no.
Meter reading Q1 due.
Deadline to submit nominations for Tyfus 
statuette and Youth Culture Grant. 
Details about the awards available at 
www.lokalstyre.no.
April 1
6 p.m.: Movie: "Mirror Mirror," U.S. 
drama/family, no age limit specified, 
Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Movie: "Hugo Cabret" (3D), U.S. 
drama/family, ages 7 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
April 10
7 p.m.: Concert: Neva-Volga, a capella 
ensemble from St. Petersburg, featuring 
works from Russian monastic tradition 
and Russian classical composers. 

What's up

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Five skiers killed in avalanche in Troms
● Damage to oceans to reach $2B a year
● Viking mice invaded other Arctic lands
● Capsizing icebergs pack power of nuke

Numerous attacks raid secret 
information from Norway's oil, 
defense and energy companies 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A live 360-degree webcam shows the progress of sunlight toward Longyearbyen. The camera, 
mounted on the roof at The University Centre in Svalbard, is at http://longyearbyen.livecam360.com.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

RULING, from page 1

Normal North Pole season expected

UNIS

DENIAL, from page 1

TRIPS, from page 1

Air-dropped cargo descends to this year's site for the Barneo ice camp. The camp's blog is reporting 
relatively normal progress and conditions, but notes there is some open water at the North Pole.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

'Ice Balloon' reminds of hard times
REVIEW, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

The company handled about 200 partici-
pants last year and this year "they say it will be 
more or less the same," Aunevik said. As for 
terrain conditions, the reports from Barneo are 
"it's still like winter conditions at this time on 
the ice."

Barneo's official blog (www.barneo.ru/
2012.htm), which reports things such as work 
progress and weather conditions daily, notes 
today that helicopter observers above the Pole 
saw "a little open water (and) little 'rivers,'" but 
in general conditions suggest "we can hope for 
a strong selection of ice under Borneo."

Starting this week toward the Pole, and ul-
timately the Barneo base for pickup, is the 
Norwegian team of Mads Agerup and Rune 
Midtgaard. They begin their expedition Sunday 
at Cape Discovery and their initial reports indi-
cated tough going due to rough and deteriorat-
ing ice conditions. 

Day excursions and other winter activities 

in Svalbard were severely curtailed by temper-
atures that, according to Svalbardposten, were 
11 degrees Celsius above normal for the first 
80 days of the year. The heat was also accom-
panied by occasional periods of record rainfall.

But extended expeditions in the area are 
about to begin at Basecamp Spitsbergen and 
Stein Tore, the company's expedition leader,   
said they expect a normal level of activity – al-
though how long it lasts is unknown. He said 
the last day of excursions in 2006 was April 
21, while the following year they lasted until 
June 22.

Even the winter season went well, despite 
making only one trip to the Noorderlicht vessel 
instead of the normal 15 to 20, Tore said. Guest 
appeared satisfied with alternative destinations 
such as Isfjord Radio and because employees 
"have a lot of knowledge they have become 
experts on improvisation."

"People are here to experience sovereign 
nature and we provide that," he said.

ign rgn nature. and we prov that
Alternative destinations tgs are going very 

well. they have a lots of knowloge they have 
bec experts on improvosation.

alt routes.
cant alway been able drive n to the boat.
so far we have only been there one time.
nor. 15-20 this time of yr.
isradio. people seem to be very happy.
we had one grp had to take 
peo r here to exper. sovergn nature. and 

we prov that
 in 2006 21st april, 2007-22nd june 

    as overall.
on spitsbegen-we dt do so much ewith 

that.
change -its still like winter cond. this time 

on ice.  . the proess up north . the runway is 
not est yet.

cond. -it's treasonably normal.
number-they say it will be more or less the 
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how many handle-dk
last yr. pass trans 200
Terje Aunevik, managing directing direc-

tor

.
The Noorderlicht

those "heroic" explorers trying to reach the 
North Pole were killed.

"The Ice Balloon," a new book by Alec 
Wilkinson receiving widespread attention, re-
counts the 1897 effort by Swedish explorer 
S.A. Andrée to reach the North Pole in a hy-
drogen balloon. But all three men in the expe-
dition were killed, with their bodies recovered 
33 years later.

Much as the accounts of Ernest 
Shackleton's ill-fated attempt to reach the 
South Pole aboard the Endurance proved a 
more engaging story than Roald Amundsen's 
successful conquest, "The Ice Balloon" is a 
standout North Pole narrative due to the danger 
and boldness of the trip. Previous attempts to 
reach the Pole were mostly by ship, dogsled or 

on foot, so the poor odds of Andrée's novel ex-
cursion were made greatly more uncertain.

Wilkinson offers an extensive look at the 
history of North Pole expeditions, which may 
or may not appeal to those wanting to read 
about the trip itself.

He also offers plenty of details about An-
drée, including his love life, as well as his two 
companions. The political and widely publi-
cized aspects of the expedition are also re-
counted.

The pacing and interest level picks up 
when Wilkinson is narrating the trip itself. The 
balloon crashed after only two days and the ex-
plorers, inadequately clothed and prepared, 
failed to make the return trek across the ice.

"No explorer had ever left with more uncertainty re-
garding his fate, since none had ever flown over the hori-
zon and into the forbidding region of ice.

, but ???. 

In this grand and astonishing tale, Alec Wilkinson 
brings us the story of S. A. Andrée, the visionary Swedish 
aeronaut who, in 1897, during the great age of Arctic en-
deavor, left to discover the North Pole by flying to it in a 
hydrogen balloon. Called by a British military officer “the 
most original and remarkable attempt ever made in Arctic 
exploration,” Andrée’s expedition was followed by nearly 
the entire world, and it made him an international legend.

 
The Ice Balloon begins in the late nineteenth century, 

when nations, compelled by vanity, commerce, and sci-
ence, competed with one another for the greatest discover-
ies, and newspapers covered every journey. Wilkinson de-
scribes how in Andrée several contemporary themes inter-
sected. He was the first modern explorer—the first to de-
part for the Arctic unencumbered by notions of the Ro-
mantic age, and the first to be equipped with the newest 
technologies. No explorer had ever left with more uncer-
tainty regarding his fate, since none had ever flown over 
the horizon and into the forbidding region of ice.

 
In addition to portraying the period, The Ice Balloon 

gives us a brief history of the exploration of the northern 
polar regions, both myth and fact, including detailed ver-
sions of the two record-setting expeditions just prior to 
Andrée’s—one led by U.S. Army lieutenant Adolphus 
Greely from Ellesmere Island; the other by Fridtjof 
Nansen, the Norwegian explorer who initially sought to 
reach the pole by embedding his ship in the pack ice and 
drifting toward it with the current.

 
Woven throughout is Andrée’s own history, and how 

he came by his brave and singular idea. We also get to 
know Andrée’s family, the woman who loves him, and the 
two men who accompany him—Nils Strindberg, a cousin 
of the famous playwright, with a tender love affair of his 
own, and Knut Fraenkel, a willing and hearty young man.

 
Andrée’s flight and the journey, based on the expedi-

tion’s diaries and photographs, dramatically recovered 
thirty-three years after the balloon came down, along with 
Wilkinson’s research, provide a book filled with suspense 
and adventure, a haunting story of high ambition and 
courage, made tangible with the detail, beauty, and devas-
tating conditions of traveling and dwelling in “the realm of 
Death,” as one Arctic explorer put it.


