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Much of the old settlement is 
located in landslide-prone areas.

- Vigdis Hole, Bydrift
response statement to study

Decision time: Last day for early voting in 
Svalbard is Monday, Sept. 2. Local polls 
will be open Saturday from noon to 2 p.m.

See LIGHTS, page 4

COURTESY OF JASON BOX

Glaciers may 'blow' after record 
winter heat; freak warmth may 
recur regularly, researcher says

Glaciologist Jason Fox inspects an ice formation 
inside an ice cave on Longyearbreen during a 
visit to Svalbard earlier this month.

ROBERT 
HERMANSEN

See SANCTUARY, page 4

Geese grub: Record 
flock a threat to tundra
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Nikolas Ottemo, 6, basks in the limelight as he is honored for designing the winning logo for this 
year's Solfestuka festival Saturday on the old hospital steps at Skjæringa. At bottom left, Elin Anita 
Olsrud reads a story about the sun's unusual light cycle in Longyearbyen during the ceremony 
officially recognizing the return of sunlight to the city. At bottom right, a skier performs an acrobatic 
jump as sledders prepare for a race during an afternoon of snow games and activities Saturday on 
the ski hill across from Longyearbyen School. Photos by Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.

STATISTICS NORWAY

Change not coming at glacial pace

Fight! 
Fight! 
Fight!

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The series of detailed charts that are chill-
ing climate geeks aren't likely to generate 
much heat among the general public. But ex-
plosive glaciers? That might be another story.

Longyearbyen long stretch of record heat, 
including temperatures in February nearly 15 
degrees Celsius above normal, has created a 

EU takes on Arctic nations by 
seeking sanctuary status for 
region to limit industrial activity   

Solfestuka's 10-year anniversary brightens souls, if not the skies

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Performers prepare costumes this week for the 
"Musical Pearls From Coal" show spoofing local 
events scheduled Friday and Saturday at Huset.

Sunny in spirit
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Like the sun itself, Nikolas Ottemo, 6, 
needed some coaxing to shine when the big 
moment came.

The six-year-old had no trouble illustrating 
his sunny spirit with his winning logo for this 
year's Solfestuka festival and he came to the 
event's main ceremony just as brightly dressed. 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Arctic nations squabbling about who gets 
to fish and drill for oil where are now facing a 
common foe as the European Parliament ap-
proved a resolution this week proposing the 
high north be declared a sanctuary with severe 
limits on commercial activities.

The practical effect of the proposal, if 
adopted, is questionable since its provisions 
have been largely rejected by countries staking 
a claim in the Arctic. The European Union's 
ability to exert influence would also depend on 
favorable legal interpretations of the Svalbard 
Treaty and other international agreements.

But environmentalists hailed the resolution 
as a significant victory, albeit one that doesn't 
endorse goals such as a total ban on oil drilling 
the Arctic.

"The Arctic Ocean remains the least pro-
tected area on the planet," wrote Neil 
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Taking a rare detour into the wide world of 
sports, it seems Longyearbyen's own Tommy 
Jordbrudal is both gaining and losing in the 
standings in this year's Iditarod dogsled 
race in Alaska. At press time the rookie rac-
er had reached the White Mountain check-
point near the end of the 1,560-kilometer 
course in 47th place out of 48 remaining 
racers. He was 54th out of 58 racers in our up-
date last week, so while he's lost ground in the 
still-active field he's also managed to be among 
the hardy relative few who have survived one 
of the world trails in the race's 41-year history 
due to warm weather and a lack of snow. More 
importantly, as we mentioned last week, he's 
now in serious contention for the highly presti-
gious Red Lantern Award that goes to the last 
person to reach Nome. Only seven minutes 
separate him and the current last placer (every-
one else is way ahead), so even though the re-
maining distance is short the race's final mo-
ments may rival the drama of Dallas Seavey's 
narrow victory in a twist ending after a surprise 
storm forced the leading racer out near the fin-
ish line. Jordbrudal obviously hasn't had time 
to update his Facebook page (https://www. 
facebook.com/tommy.jordbrudal) from the 

trail, but someone else was kind enough to post 
a brief video of him leaving the checkpoint at 
Unalakleet in the dead of night, even if you 
can't distinguish him from any other racer (or 
his dogs, for that matter) … It's one of those 
times of year when an avalanche of identical 
articles from travel writers raving about their 
"unique" Svalbard experience appear (another 
is during cruise ship season when scads of 
scribes sail on "hosted" voyages). There's usu-
ally some fun tidbits among the sameness, 
which this week appeared in a feature in The 
Economist written by an author identified 
only as A.C.B. (S)he said the trip was in-
spired by Michelle Paver’s ghost story 
"Dark Matter," where a man overwintering in 
a cabin in 1938 is haunted by the ghost of a 
long-dead seal trapper. But any hopes A.C.B. 
had of being haunted were dashed as "there is 
no crime, no poverty, no litter, no unemploy-
ment, just staggering beauty and a total lack of 
existential angst." Still, there are certain curses, 
as the author notes one of his hosts setting out 
on a snowscooter trip was groaning and com-
plaining how he "shouldn’t have done that 
third hour of yoga last night" … Yet another 
truly amazing article is "6 Trends in Cruising" 
by The New York Times, which singles out 
the  Hurtigruten ferry for "iceberg-watch-
ing under the midnight sun." Um, yeah, that 
sounds like a new thing worth checking out.

,’ he complained.

defense dept terrorism report
Tommy Jordbrudal (r)

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

TALENT, from page 1

Yeah, the rich are different: Cheery images like 
this are what lures an economist to Svalbard.

Music, art, unicorns go to UKM regionals

The remains of a 17th-century whaler rest in a roughly-hewn wooden coffin on the western coast of 
Spitsbergen. The gravesite has been exposed by glacial thawing in the area. The photo is part of a 
an exhibition showcasing the range of research at University College Dublin. A collection of other 
images is available at http://www.rte.ie/news/galleries/2014/0304/600069-ucd-research-exhibition.

Using somebody else's head

You've been a bad boy and standing in the 
corner is no longer sufficient punishment.

NAMFAH.COM

COURTESY OF MICHELLE PAVER

VINCENT BUTLER / UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

Going so fast it's all a blur: Slow is apparently 
a relative term at the Iditarod, as somewhere in 
this fuzziness Tommy Jordbrudal is guiding his 
dogsled out of the checkpoint at Unalakleet.

COURTESY OF ESPEN PRESTBAKMO
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Sunny. SE winds to 35 km/h. 
High -10C (-15C wind chill), 
low -14C (-20C wind chill).

Sunrise 6:47a; sunset 5:30p

Thursday
Mostly sunny. SE winds to 32 
km/h. High -11C (-17C wind 
chill), low -14C (-20C wind 
chill).

Sunrise 6:39a; sunset 5:37p

Saturday
Partly cloudy. SE winds to 29 
km/h. High -11C (-16C wind 
chill), low -13C (-19C wind 
chill).

Sunrise 6:24a; sunset 5:52p
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -11C (-17C), -13C (-18C), light 11:43h; Monday, p. cloudy, -7C (-12C), -11C (-17C), light 
11:58h; Tuesday, p. cloudy, -7C (-13C), -11C (-17C), light 12:14h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -11C (-16C), -12C (-17C), light 12:29h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Ukraine crisis hits home for 
most workers in Barentsburg  

Tensions from the crisis in the Ukraine are 
touching a large part of Svalbard's population 
as about 300 inhabitants of Barentburg, repre-
senting most of the Russian mining settlement's 
residents, are from that country. The situation is 
also of concern to members of Parliament's 
Arctic delegation who visited Svalbard last 
week and compared the relationship between 
Russia and Norway in the archipelago to a mar-
riage. "It affects the work by Norwegian au-
thorities who are clear that we have views and 
that international law must be the bottom line," 
said Eirik Sivertsen, a Labor Party member 
who heads the delegation. "At the same time 
we have lived through crises with the Russians 
before…but you must be allowed to tell your 
spouse that you do not like it."

Tourism during dark season 
sees strong gains this winter 

An increase Longyearbyen's tourism during 
the past couple of years is extending into the 
dark months, with a 37 percent increase in 
overnight hotel stays in January compared to a 
year ago, according to Svalbard Tourism. Ron-
ny Brunvoll, the agency's director, said the re-
turn of discount carrier Norwegian Air last 
March is playing a role, but that's not the whole 
story. "It's also been a good job of the 65 mem-
ber companies of Svalbard Tourism of selling 
the dark period as an attraction," he said. Hotel 
stays increased 27 percent during 2013, includ-
ing by 33, 30 and 55 percent in October, 
November and December, respectively.

Flimsy tent and no polar bear 
protection? Get a room

A tourist who pitched a tent on the plain be-
low Longyearbreen on Friday apparently wasn't 
aware of the area's conditions. "The man 
lacked polar bear protection and he also had 
only a single-layer tent," said Thomas Ulves-
tad, a police lieutenant with the Svalbard gov-
ernor's office. "It was quite windy at the site." 
The man was told to get a hotel room. "We 
find quite often people who come here have 
not familiarized themselves well enough with 
the local conditions and they don't have what it 
takes to stay out in the nature," Ulvestad said.

Friday
Partly cloudy. E winds to 32 
km/h. High -12C (-18C wind 
chill), low -14C (-20C wind 
chill).

Sunrise 6:32a; sunset 5:45p

Freak winter may recur regularly
HEAT, from page 1

Rarely seen bird species from 
warmer areas showing up in 
force in Svalbard this summer

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A temperature chart, above, shows widespread 
abnormalities in surface temperatures during the 
month of February (left) and a more extreme period 
of variations from Feb. 11 to 18. Svalbard, 
encompassed in red, experienced its warmest 
February in recorded history while large parts of 
North America and Asia shivered through a "polar 
vortex." At left, a graph depicts the average extent 
of the Arctic ice sheet between 1979 and 2000, as 
well as the amount of ice in 2013 (dotted line) and 
this year to date (solid green line). The ice sheet 
cover receded to an all-time low in 2013, far below 
historical variances and early measurements this 
year indicate another record low is likely. But some 
observers disagree, such as Canadian Coast 
Guard officials who are reporting "more sea ice 
than there's been in 20 years."

NSIDC

situation where "a traffic light that has been 
been amber for past 10 years just turned 
green," said Jason Box, a glaciology professor 
at the Geological Survey of Denmark and 
Greenland. He spent the past week as a visiting 
professor at The University Centre in Svalbard 
and studying the area's climate, and said some 
drastic near-term impacts may be coming.

"I think, in short, you might see some of 
the glaciers blow," he said. "A lot of those 
glaciers are surge types."

Box, whose participated in Arctic ice re-
search expeditions since 1994, presented data 
during his inaugural Svalbard visit showing ex-
tremes in both cold and heat are affecting large 
parts of the globe (an online presentation is 
available at tinyurl.com/ppnwgfk). He said the 
abnormality "certainly fits the pattern of cli-
mate change" – although he can't attribute it to 
that with 100 percent certainty and he isn't 

ready to call it the new normal.
"Because it's so variable it would be fool-

ish to say 'yes, every year will be like that,'" he 
said. "But if next year or every third year is 
like that I wouldn't be surprised."

Box gained notoriety last year for saying 
humans have already likely triggered a 21-me-
ter rise in sea level as a result of burning fossil 
fuels, although he isn't predicting when.

February's record heat has given way to 
more normal temperatures this month, but 
forecasters with the Norwegian Meteorological 
Institute predict above-average temperatures 
will return and linger by the end of the month.

The Arctic ice sheet generally reaches its 
maximum extent in March, but data from the 
U.S. National Snow and Ice Data Center sug-
gests another record minimum will occur by 
September of  this year.

JASON BOX / GEUS



March 13
6 p.m.: "Musical Highlights" performance 
by Longyearbyen School students, 
featuring works from "Annie," "The Lion 
King" and "Mamma Mia." Kuturhuset.

March 14-16
Winter Camp Svalbard for youths.
March 16
5 p.m.: Movie: "Peabody and 
Sherman" (3D), U.S. animated/family 
film dubbed in Norwegian, ages 7 and 
up. Kulturhuset.

March 17
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Barentz Pub.
March 18
Open day at Longyearbyen's 
kindergartens. Children's parade from 
Kullungen Kindergarten to the town 
center at 10 a.m. All three facilities will 
be open to the public from 1 to 3 p.m.

7 p.m.: Municipal Council meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.

7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Discussion by author Helene Uri 
focusing on her newest novel "Rydde 
Ut." Longyearbyen Library.

March 19
6 p.m.: Movie: "Meg Eier Ingen," 
Swedish drama, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

March 23
11 a.m.: Mass by Bishop Oskar Kjølaas. 
Svalbard Church.

5 p.m.: Movie: "Doktor Proktors 
Prompepulver," Norwegian comedy, ages 
7 and up. Kulturhuset.

7 p.m.: "Of Horses and Men," Icelandic/
Nowegian/German drama/comedy, ages 
11 and up. Kulturhuset.

March 24
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Barentz Pub.
March 25
7 p.m.: Interview of Longyearbyen 
Mayor Christin Kristoffersen by Priest  
Leif Magne Helgesen. Svalbard Church.
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What's up

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Barents snow crabs up 10X since 1996
● Least important in U.S.: race, climate
● Trawler breaks Greenland's data cable
● Pygmy tyrannosaur roamed the Arctic

Nearly a decade of dino digs are 
over, but researchers find life 
anew in basement laboratory

By MARK 
SABBATI‐
NI

By the way, they also have books

BRIGHT, from page 1
Mood is sunny, even if skies aren't

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

COAL, from page 1

Torgeir Mørk, Laurits Finjord and Haakon Sandvik take the stage as three blind miners while musically 
proclaiming the "Normal Procedure" for their work during a variety show spoofing newsworthy events 
Friday night at Huset. The show celebrated its 20th anniversary by featuring favorites from past years. 

Balloting is underway! Suggest categories and pick your winners for

The Best of Svalbard 2014
www.icepeople.net/bestofsvalbard

(By the way, we're selling ads for this one so the winners can gloat and the losers can explain why we have our heads completely up our asses.)

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SANCTUARY, from page 1
EU, Arctic Council at odds on drilling
Hamilton, a senior political advisor for Green-
peace Norway, at the organization's official 
blog. "It seems extraordinary that nations who 
profess strong conservation ethics have com-
pletely failed to protect such crucial parts of 
their own backyards."

Up to a quarter of the world's remaining 
oil may be in the Arctic and its waters are envi-
sioned as the primary commercial shipping 
route for much of the northern hemisphere as 
the sea vanishes due to climate change.

The resolution, the framework of which 
were drafted last April, calls on the European 
Commission, the EU's External Action Ser-
vices and EU governments to protect the Arc-
tic from damage from commercial activities.

It also seeks Arctic conservation areas and 
protection of the international sea area around 

the North Pole beyond the economic zones of 
Arctic nations.

Among the actions sought are a ban on 
fishing in protected waters, using and shipping 
heavy oil in all Arctic waters, and strict anti-
pollution and cleanup rules that respect indige-
nous and other local populations. But, instead 
of an outright ban on oil drilling, it calls for a 
"precautionary approach" to exploration.

Resistance to a halt on Arctic development 
has been voiced by the Arctic Council nations 
of Norway, Denmark, Canada and Russia, as 
well as countries such as the United States, 
China and Japan that are seeking a greater 
commercial presence. Finland, the only far-
north country without an Arctic coastline, has 
endorsed the EU's sanctuary concept.

But words were another matter while rather 
shyly accepting congratulations for his logo at 
midday Saturday on the old hospital steps at 
Skjæringa. He offered a few hushed phrases 
about what the return of sunlight means to him 
after the four-month polar night with consider-
able prompting from the emcee.

"I like that it's summer," he said. Then, 
with a bit more encouragement, "I can ride in a 
race with my friends."

His modesty, greeted warmly by the crowd 
of about 200 people, reflected the mood of the 
sun, which occasionally brilliantly lit the 
mountains across the channel. But the rays 
never quite reached the revelers who, between 
songs and stories, counted down the seconds 
before proclaiming "the sun is back" at about 
12:50 p.m. The words perhaps encouraged the 
sun to make a mighty effort to emerge from the 
cloud cover on the horizon, but in vain.

Uncooperative weather of another sort 
forced a last-minute move of an afternoon of 
snow activities due to a lack of the white stuff. 
But, as with the ceremony, that didn't affect the 
mood as scores of kids and adults participated in 
informal sledding and ski jumping contests.

The week-long festival also celebrated its 
10-year anniversary with a sold-out concert by 
the Dumdum Boys on Friday night at Kul-
turhuset, as well as a special 20-year anniversary 
performance of the "Musical Pearls From Coal" 
variety show spoofing local events Friday and 
Saturday at Huset.

Longyearbyen's first official sunrise of the 
year was actually Feb. 15, but the surrounding 
mountains kept the rays from reaching most of 
the city. The polar summer with its 24-hour day-
light begins April 19 and the next sunset will be 
Aug. 25.


