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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy with 
moderate winds, mild temperatures 
and occasional snow.

Full forecast page 3
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Former residents of Gamle Skyhuset gather outside the condemned building Saturday for a sale/giveaway of items removed from the 16 apartments and 
the common rooms. Some tenants said they had trouble finding takers for many of their items, which remain in storage containers in front of the building.

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Getting ready 
for the Russian 
invasion (again)
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Fate of Gamle Sykehuset, tenants vague as legal issues loom 

Avalanche, tourism, threats to wildlife and erosion at cultural sites among salvation efforts by governor

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Most of the evacuees appear to have 
found new homes and will likely to be able to 
continue their lives here for the time being, 
but the uncertainties and potential problems 
ahead are massive.

The roughly 30 residents forced to evacu-

ate Game Sykehuset on a few hours' notice 
Feb. 25 are now facing a variety of legal and 
other battles as an apartment building worth 
an estimated 50 million kroner only days be-
fore was suddenly worth nothing and any in-
surance or other compensation appears ques-
tionable. In fact, not only do tenants who 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The avalanche was the most obvious ex-
ample, but dramatic rescues of many types 
were among the most significant issues in 
Svalbard during 2015, according to the gover-
nor's annual report.

In addition to the massive single-incident 
rescue after the Dec. 19 avalanche that de-
stroyed 11 homes and buried eight people, 
overall rescues are continuing to rise slowly 
due to increasing visitor traffic, according to 
the report. In addition, the governor had to 
monitor a polar bear and her cubs in a high-

traffic area, and conduct preservation work at 
multiple cultural heritage sites, with both ac-
tions described as the result of climate change.

Improving emergency preparedness was 
one of the main goals defined for the governor's 
office at the beginning of 2015 by Norway's 

Rescues of many types mark '15

'We want to 
adopt you' 
'Friends of Icepeople' ensures 
this fishwrapper will torment you 
for some time into the future

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

See RESURRECTION, page 8



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We haven't actually spotted him/her, but our 
guess for this week's most annoying tourist is 
anyone using a drone to take photos of the 
wreckage from the Dec. 19 avalanche, if some 
of the more heated local social media debate is 
any indication. Complaints about tourists gawk-
ing at the 11 homes destroyed by the avalanche 
have been heard for weeks, especially when 
they pester locals in the neighborhood for de-
tails. But the situation has ramped up to a 
whole new level as it appears somebody is us-
ing the disaster to make money. "Does Long-
yearbyen and Svalbard have so little to offer 
to tourists there must be arranged guided 
tours up to the pointed-roof houses?" wrote 
Pia Sivertsen, the mother of Nikoline Rø-
kenes, 2, one of two people killed by the 
avalanche, in a post on Longyearbyen's "Jeers, 
Cheers and Info" Facebook page. Sivertsen 
stated she saw the tour while carrying out items 
from her wrecked home shortly before it was 
demolished by a wrecking crew. The reaction 
was near-universal outrage and inquiries about 

who is leading the tours. Visit Svalbard Direc-
tor Ronny Brunvoll said no local commercial 
tour operators are offering them, and called the 
concept "immoral and disrespectful" … More 
debatable is the use of drones for photography, 
with the face-off beginning when a documen-
tary producer asked on the same Facebook page 
if he could borrow one from somebody. "Am I 
the only one to be sick and tired about All 
These drones flying over us?" responded So-
phie Cordon, stating she's seen six in her 
neighborhood during a six-week time span, 
not including those used for official purposes 
such surveying the avalanche zone. Julia de 
Cooker, a visiting photographer finishing a 
book project, argued that while, of course peo-
ple shouldn't be filmed inside their homes with-
out permission, "when it is for the purpose of a 
film…I can only be supportive. Art is a very 
important thing for our society." An unan-
swered question is how many users of the 
drones are obeying regulations related to their 
use which include, among other things, a ban on 
using them within five kilometers of an airport.

wor 

 If I'm interested to know the thought behind it.
Sophie Cordon At least 6 and I was gone 2 weeks... one just outside the 

window, looking like it was filming inside all the shops and flats frown emoti-
con If I saw 6, it was probably more !

avalanche tours
drone debate
icepeople intern
It's more than beyond bizarre that literally a few hours before the Local Pa-

per of ??? .this fishwrapper was all but dead. Instead, we're going to be around 
for a while causing a bigger stink than ever and as a result Icepeople is looking 
for an editorial intern interested in writing news articles and taking pho-
tographs. If the thought of doing such work for clips and references (assuming 
you do well) for no pay doesn't appeal, out editor literally begged for such an 
opportunity nearly 30 years ago during an era newspapers were actually thriv-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Trade minister offers promised economic help

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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It's not exactly a long-term solution to Longyearbyen's economic crisis, but Monica Mæland 
ended her two-day trip to Longyearbyen on Tuesday by hurridly purchasing a few gifts at 
Lompensenteret for some young ones back home. Norway's Minister of Trade and Industry has 
visited Svalbard several times since the crisis at Store Norske began in 2014, meeting with local 
government and business leaders. Among the stops during this week's trip was a visit to Mine 3, 
which was converted to a museum and guided tour attraction last year, and talking with officials 
about the construction of new housing following the Dec. 19 avalanche that destroyed 11 homes. 
The ministry last year approved a 50-million-kroner "economic stimulus" package, split between 
the city government and Innovation Norway, and Longyearbyen's Community Council is expected 
to approve 22 million of its share for new housing at its next meeting March 8.

Permaculture Design Course in the Arctic

Taught by Jan Martin Bang at Gjestehuset 
102, with an emphasis on polar conditions.

www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

June 12-24
Increase your knowledge and earn a certificate in Permaculture. 

Limited to 20 participants. Registration 
and course details at our website.

A crush on you: He seems like a vigorous guy, 
but after a near miss maybe not so much.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain/snow. NW winds to 54 
km/h. High 2C (-4C wind chill), 
low -6C (-14C wind chill).

Sunrise: 8:14a; sunset: 3:59p

Thursday
Cloudy. NW winds to 43 km/h. 
High -1C (-7C wind chill), low 
-2C (-9C wind chill).

Sunrise: 8:05a; sunset: 4:16p

Saturday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 25 
km/h. High -3C (-7C wind 
chill), low -5C (-9C wind chill).

Sunrise: 7:48a; sunset: 4:32p
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, -3C (-7C), -8C (-12C), light 9:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, -6C (-11C), -8C (-12C), light 9:16h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -5C, (-10C), -7C (-11C), light 9:32h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -6C (-11C), -8C (-13C), light 9:48h

Data provided by Storm.not

Friday
Snow. Variable winds to 35 
km/h. High -1C (-6C wind 
chill), low -4C (-8C wind chill).

Sunrise: 7:57a; sunset: 4:16p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Woman charged w/ arson at 
Vei 222 faces years in prison 

A woman in her 20s faces a minimum of 
two years in prison for arson in a row house, 
according to prosecutors who state the inci-
dent easily could have been resulted in multi-
ple deaths. A fire alarm sounded at Vei 222 at 
11:15 p.m. last March 20, hours after the total 
solar eclipse, when the woman poured gaso-
line on a mattress in a storage closet and ignit-
ed it. A resident in the building quickly dis-
covered the blaze and, after trying to extin-
guish it, initiated an evacuation of the 
building. Firefighters put out the fire, and the 
woman was arrested shortly afterward and ad-
mitted to igniting the mattress. She was exiled 
the mainland and declared mentally fit for tri-
al by examiners. Although she has admitted to 
the act, she is not admitting to committing ar-
son, according to Gunhild Lærum, the 
woman's attorney.

Trio of snowmobilers fall 
through ice on east coast

Three snowmobilers in a tour group were 
rescued by helicopter after they fell through 
the sea ice at Mohnbukta on the east coast of 
Svalbard, according to The Governor of Sval-
bard. The tourism company did an assessment 
of the ice the day before, but cracks appeared 
overnight which – while visible from the air –
were difficult to see on the ground, said Police 
Chief Lt. Irene Welle. Other members of the 
eight-member group pulled the trio from the 
water and, while not suffering severe impair-
ments, they were transported to Longyearbyen 
Hospital for treatment.  

LNSS finishes demolition of 
11 homes hit by avalanche 

The 11 homes destroyed by the Dec. 19 
avalanche have been fully demolished by LNS 
Spitsbergen. The company spent about three 
weeks tearing down the houses and bringing 
the debris to Hotellneset, where it was crushed 
and is being stored at a special site with wire 
mesh netting to prevent it from scattering. 
Items such as appliances, as well as windows 
and other glass, were removed before the 
homes were demolished. The debris will be 
further sorted when it is brought to the main-
land.

Heavy commercial fishing near 
Svalbard wreaking havoc on 
marine life, Greenpeace claims

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The cod fishing might be great, but fishing 
for cod isn't great.

That's the assessment of Greenpeace in a 
report released this week showing a five-fold 
increase in the amount of cod caught in the 
Barents Sea near Svalbard since 2001. More 
than 100 Norwegian and Russian trawlers 
fished in those waters during the past three 
years, according to vessel-tracking data ana-
lyzed by the environmental organization.

"Climate change is opening up whole ar-
eas of the Arctic for the very first time," said 
Frida Bengtsson, described as a Greenpeace 
"campaigner," in a prepared statement issued 
with the report. "Some companies see this as a 
business opportunity, but we think it’s a 
chance to protect a fragile ecosystem before 
it’s too late. We cannot destroy a marine envi-
ronment that we don’t even understand."

The organization told Svalbardposten last 
week it opposes a recent revision to Norway's 
Marine Resources Act that will allow fish pro-
cessing facilities in Svalbard. This week's re-
port expands on those arguments, claiming 
"bottom trawling is a highly destructive fishing 

method, which is already responsible for dam-
aging up to half of Norway’s cold water corals 
reefs."

"At least 70 percent of all the Atlantic cod 
that ends up in supermarkets around the world 
is from the Barents Sea," a summary of the re-
port notes. "Some of the world’s biggest 
seafood brands are unwittingly buying cod 
from this vulnerable area. We’re asking them to 
get tough with their suppliers to ensure the 
northern part of the Barents Sea is off limits to 
giant fishing trawlers."

The pleas are likely to fall on deaf ears 
within the industry, as several companies have 
already announced their intention to build fish 
and crab processing facilities in Longyearbyen 
and Barentsburg. The facilities are also likely to 
receive support from a majority of local offi-
cials and residents since the industry is seen as 
one way to help replace the hundreds of coal 
mining jobs lost during the past couple of years.

It will take time to develop a local fish pro-
cessing industry and numerous issues such as 
environmental regulations have to be studied 
before facilities are approved, according to both 
government and industry officials. But Norwe-
gian Minister of Trade and Industry Monica 
Mæland, who visited Longyearbyen this week 
to discuss future economic development, told 
NRK "fisheries are a definite possibility."

GJOACHIM S. MUELLER / GREENPEACE
Nearly 200,000 metric tons of cod from the Barents Sea was exported by Norway in 2015, enough to 
provide about three billion meals with fish as the main dish, according to a report by Greenpeace.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Forced to tear down their own homes?

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild 
Olsen, right, and Basecamp 

Spitsbergen Managing 
Director Steinar Rorgemoen 

help a resident of Gamle 
Sykehuset carry out 

furniture and other items 
Wednesday, six days after 

the city declared the 
building was unsafe to live 

in due to extensive 
structural damage. The 

building's 30 residents, who 
were forced to evacuate 

their homes within hours, 
were allowed back into the 
building in limited numbers 

during the past week to 
retrieve other belongings. 

Water was cut off to the 
building last week and the 
city shut off the power this 

week. It remains unknown if 
the building will be 

demolished or fenced off to 
prevent access, and who 
might be responsible for 

paying for such work.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

RESETTLE, from page 1

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700

owned apartments in the building face a total 
loss on their homes, they might be forced to 
pay the cost of demolishing or fencing off the 
building if the insurance company doesn't.

"We're not responsible," said Dag Arne 
Husdal, the city's property operations engineer. 
"We just help if there is a ruling."

The city was legally responsible for evacu-
ating the tenants immediately after being pre-
sented with a report by Mutliconsult declaring 
the building could literally collapse at any time 
due to extensive cracking and other damage in 
the foundation, walls and elsewhere. But the 

city didn't know about the extent of the damage 
until the tenants' board showed the report to of-
ficials, according to Svalbardposten.

"They wondered what role Longyearbyen's 
government has in such a case," Marianne 
Aasen, the city's technical manager, told the 
newspaper.

The board's leaders are declining to answer 
all media questions regarding the situation.

Among the key legal centers around the re-
moval of a ground cooling system by the for-
mer owners of the building. The report cites the 
lack of a cooling system, intended to keep the 
ground stable if the permafrost softens, as per-

haps the primary reason for the damage.
Also in question is why the former hospital 

was allowed to be converted to apartments after 
officials declared it unsafe in 2006.

(Full disclosure: Icepeeople Editor Mark 
Sabbatini, the author of this article, is among 
those who owned an apartment in the building. 
He has avoided tenants' meetings in order to 
report only facts obtained through legitimate 
journalistic means and is not publishing any 
details obtained as a tenant rather than a jour-
nalist – very few seem relevant anyhow.)

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE



Mind-blowing fact:
Longyearbyen 
enters 24-hour 
twilight three 
days before it 
"sees" its first 
sunrise of the year.
Rising sun by Astrid Andersen, 6, winner 

of this year's Solfestuka logo contest
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Layoffs, avalanche add tough twist to revue satirizing local events of past year as Solfestuka begins

Ane Hammervoll Bjørsvik, Kristin Furu Grøtting, Birgithe Røed Jonsrud and Eva Therese Jensen rehearse – um, well we couldn't even tell you what if 
we knew – Monday at Huset in preparation for the annual revue satirizing local events from the past year. The show will be performed Friday and Saturday.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Eight visitors from Barentsburg look and move like mechanical dolls during a first-ever guest 
performance by the Russian settlement as the unofficial finale at this year's UKM show. 

See SOLFESTUKA, page 6

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

After the terrible year Longyearbyen's 
been through, can we afford not to laugh?

The pain of the massive layoffs at Store 
Norske, the devastation of the Dec. 19 
avalanche and other setbacks won't be ignored 
(or inappropriately lampooned), but the show 
satirizing local events from the past year will 
go on despite some initial hesitation by partici-
pants.

"We were in doubt about whether we 
should still have the show or not," said Tone 
Hertzberg, who is participating in her second 
show. "When we started in January many of us 
felt it was difficult to have a humor show be-
cause of the avalanche. But some people said 
that's why we need to have it."

The revue show – this year titled "The 
Battle of the Coal Choker (and other misfor-
tunes)" – is a traditional part of the annual 
Solfestuka festival that celebrates the return of 
sunlight to most of Longyearbyen after the po-
lar night. This year's festival begins Friday, 
with the show being performed at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday at Huset.

Hertzberg, a spokesperson for The Gover-

nor of Svalbard, wrote one song and three skits 
for the show. She said she started working on 
ideas three months ago based on news articles, 
local social media posts and personal experi-
ences.

"I'm sort of representing the newcomers 
because I've only lived here one-and-half 
years," she said. "I think it helps to have people 
with lots of different experiences in the com-
munity."

Writing for this year's show was more dif-
ficult since the efforts as a group started only a 

few weeks after the avalanche that destroyed 11 
homes and killed two people, said Torgeir 
Prytz, operations manager at the Svalbard 
Satellite Station and a Longyearbyen resident 
for the past ten years

"I think we've found a very good balance. 
people need to have something to look forward 
to and they have to laugh," said Prytz, who's 
also participating in his second spoof show.

The show, now in its 22nd year, has been 
staged in the wake of other tragedies such as a 
plane crash on Operafjellet in 1996 that killed 
141 people and an explosion in the mine in 
Barentsburg that killed 23 people a year later, 
said Anne Lise Sandvik, one of the show's main 
organizers and a participant in it for all but two 
years.

"You have to take it seriously," she said, 
referring to how the show treats such incidents. 
One year, for example, when a beloved doctor 
died the cast performed a "silent song" for him.

This year's material – as always, a closely-
guarded secret, with the press allowed into re-
hearsals just long enough to ask a few questions 
and take a few non-revealing photos – features 
a similar mix of silly and serious, Sandvik said.

Tragicomical tour 'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9



Serious about satire

Page 6 March 1, 2016

Roy Kristiansen puts Solfestuka logos drawn by about 85 local youths on bulletin boards outside the 
Longyearbyen Public Library. The winning logo will be used on t-shirts and other festival gear.

SOLFESTUKA, from page 5

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

Solfestuka 2016 schedule
(through March 8)

Friday
7:30 p.m.: Revue: "The Battle of the Coal Choker," 
satirizing the past year's events. Huset.
Saturday
Noon: Sun games, skiing, music and other 
activities. Ski hill across from Longyearbyen School.
7:30 p.m.: Revue: "The Battle of the Coal Choker," 
satirizing the past year's events. Huset.
Sunday
Noon: Outdoor Mass at Hiorthfjellet. Weather 
conditions permitting.
1 p.m.: Outdoor snow painting w/ food coloring. 
On hill between Radisson and UNIS.
3 p.m.: Presentation of video exhibit "Ahead" by 
AK Dolven. Kunsthall Svalbard inside Svalbard 
Museum.
6 p.m.: Official opening of Solfestuka, with music 
and art presentations. Galleri Svalbard.
7:30 p.m.: Presentation by author/musician  
Øystein Wiik. Rabalder cafe.
Monday
6 p.m.: Musical stage performance: "I'd rather 
Dance on the Table" by Molly & Partner, plus local 
cultural school students. Kulturhuset. 
8 p.m.: Solquiz. Svalbar.
Tuesday
10 a.m.: Storytime for children. Longyearbyen 
Library.
12:30 p.m.: Return of the sun celebration, with 
stories, songs and (hopefully) the sighting of the 
sun. At the old hospital steps at Skjæringa next to 
Svalbard Church.
1 p.m.: Solfest gathering with food and warm 
drinks Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Lectures about East-West relations in the 
Arctic and Svalbard Treaty conflicts. UNIS.
8 p.m.: Presentation by Norwegian physician/
professor Per Fugelli. Kulturhuset.

Full schedule at www.solfest.no There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

is hiring a receptionist who can totally bring it 
– we lure serious Svalbard lovers who spend 
their money on ice conquests rather than 
lodging, but crave expert knowledge of the 
area. We need someone who can speak the 
language – and we don't just mean 
Norwegian plus English and/or French – to 
help our unique guests get the most from 
their unique quests. Most of all, you need to 
know and love this unique place – while our 
rooms may be the cheapest in Longyearbyen, 
we want to make sure those staying here get 
the priceless experience of a lifetime.

Contact Olena Zhukova at 79 02 57 16 or 
info@gjestehuset102.no 

"That was the main challenge, but we 
couldn't go on without mentioning the situation 
Longyearbyen is going through in every man-
ner," she said.

That said, the peer-review process during 
the many weeks of rehearsals is as bluntly hon-
est as ever.

"Maybe we try to get a feel for what we 
write on stage, maybe some of it doesn't work, 
maybe you have to remove some of it because 
it's too long, maybe you have to add some other 
points," Hertzberg said. "It's what you would 
call a dynamic process."

While the show "unofficially" kicks off 
Solfestuka on Friday, numerous other events 

are planned during the first weekend of the 
nine-day festival that residents in an online poll 
voted their favorite cultural event of year.

Outdoor activities include "sun games" at 
noon Saturday on the ski hill across from 
Longyearbyen School and a noon Mass at 
Hiorthfjellet on Sunday. The festival's "official" 
opening ceremony, featuring music and an art 
exhibition, is at 6 p.m. Sunday at Galleri Sval-
bard.

The ceremony to welcome the sun's return 
is at 12:30 p.m. March 8 on the old hospital 
steps at the Skjæringa memorial next to Sval-
bard Church.

. yr when a belved dotordies a 
"silent song" for him

Anne Lise-props. Bridgette 
brought up lot of stuf from the 
mainland

We use clothes from politi-
cians, 

written for 20 of the shows,
other crisis yrs. plane  crash, 

mine fire in Barentsburg,

Torgier Pytrz?
"It's been more difficult," he 

said.

live here 10 yrs, 2nd show, 
beca kids are gorwn "and it's time 
to sart doing other things."
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About 40 people discuss avalanche safety precautions, concerns Feb. 22 at the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel. The group plans to meet every two weeks.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

NVE
An avalanche warning system for Longyearbyen 
reports moderate to considerable risks this week. 
The site (varsom.no) also offers field observations.

See REUNION, page 8

Extra protection
Perils of mix-sex excursions, trusting computers part of inaugural avalanche awareness discussion
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Hey, it's definitely awesome if you can 
score after an extreme field expedition, but that 
requires making it back to your crib.

However, i t seems hormones are 
frequently hazardous to the health when 
mixed-sex groups are out on winter excursions. 
That revelation generated surprised laughter 
among those attending the first of what 
organizer hope is a regular series of 
discussions about avalanche awareness, but 
also sparked plenty of the discussion the 
meetings seek to generate.

"There tends to be a desire to make an 
impression," said Alexander Prokop, an 
associate professor at UNIS specializing in 
snow science and one of the meeting's 
organizers "That is more common in mixed 
gender groups."

About 40 others crowded into a meeting 
room at the Radisson Polar Blu Polar Hotel, 
where pizza and glasses of beer were rife, 
sparred informally about the scientific numbers 
suggesting such behavior. A group of guys, for 
instance, might be far more more inclined due 
to all the testosterone to take changes, said one 
participant.

Such freewheeling discussion was exactly 
what members of the recently formed group 
Longyearbyen Avalanche Awareness were 
hoping for.

Prokop told the gathering at the outset that 

if participants were expecting a typical 
presentation followed by a short question-and-
a n s w e r p e r i o d , t h e y w e r e i n f o r a 
disappointment. And the crowd, after a few 
awkward initial minutes with few comments, 
warmed up and responded in-kind with 
questions and observations about numerous 
aspects of venturing into the field and getting as 
many people as possible to act responsibly.

"When we go out we always dig a small pit 
before we go down just to see what the snow 
conditions are," said Sara Cohen, a staff 
engineer at UNIS. "Does anybody else do 
that?"

She also noted that, despite the fact 
Longyearbyen is now part of Norway's 
avalanche warning system after the tragic 
snowslide in December, "there are small 
conditions the weather system misses 
completely."

Newcomers to Svalbard may not be aware 
of where and how to spot risky avalanche spots, 
but that sometimes means they are extra careful 
and take t r ips wi th people who are 
experienced," said Chris Borstad, one of the 
event's organizers.

"The first season you're very cautions," he 
said. "The second season you can go out with 
other people, the third season you're confident."

That confidence, however, can be a 
double-edged sword if people don't train 
themselves into good habits, Borstad said.

There were several questions aimed at 
profiling the group – near all own beacons and 
other avalanche equipment, for instance, and 
there was nobody who does their touring 
strictly on snowmobiles.

Organizers, who hope to meet every two 
weeks, said everyone at the first meeting should 
try to bring someone next time in order to reach 
a wider range of people.

"For the next meeting we have let's get the 
people down here who are snowmobilers," 
Prokop said. "Statistically they're the people 
that take the highest risks."
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Andreas Alexander, left, head of the student council at The University Centre in Svalbard, moves a chair and other items out of the author's apartment at 
Gamle Sykehuset last Wednesday. Tenants of the building and helpers were allowed in a few at a time last week, but had to register with a guard and 
wearing hard hats was strongly advised. At right, the author finds himself on the "other" side of the headlines while evacuating his apartment Feb. 25.

RESURRECTION, from page 1

Reopening mines 

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

Help ensure nobody else on our staff appears here in full frontal nudity!
It costs 15 kroner to print each copy of this fishwrapper, 
which means pretty soon we're going to have to sell our 
clothes. You really don't want to see what that looks like. 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

CHRISTOPHER ENGÅS / SVALBARDPOSTEN

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since "camping" 
isn't cool during peak tourist season) when 
Anne Lise Sandvik, who for years has been our 
pick for "Best Community Organizer" on the 
"Best of Svalbard" fishwrappers we never quite 
finish (but will definitely do now) came by 
wanting to chat. Given that, as the shady-
looking editor of a shady publication, he 
generally has to run down people to get them to 
talk, he was obviously befuddled. But that 
mindmelt was nothing compared to a single 
sentence he'll remember for the rest of his life:

"We want to adopt you."

(This is where I abandon the usual schtick 
and switch to first person so I can get real.)

My world literally went blank for a few 
seconds, the same way it did when a fellow 
tenant at Gamle Sykehuset told me a week ago 
"you may want to go home" since we had two 
hours to remove what we could. But this time, of 
course, it was a mirror opposite of that situation.

It seems Anne Lise spent the week after the 
evacuation, at least in-between all her other 
projects, asking her rather large circle if anyone 
had a place I could live. A person with a flat at 
Vei 222 (the same address where the woman on 
page 3 of this week's fishwrapper tried to burn 
down one of the rowhouses last year). 
Furthermore, she's working to get people to chip 
in small amounts to help pay the rent, since I 

hardly have the ability to take on that burden 
after losing the million-kroner flat I owned with 
scant hope of reimbursement. 

As a journalist I'm supposed to keep a 
certain arm's length from the community so I 
can be honest about whatever I write. My 
lengthy rant about this year's Polarjazz, for 
instance, wasn't exactly loved by festival 
chairman Lasse Hansen and he's one of my 
favorite people here (he had a lot to do with my 
moving here and starting this maniacal 
publication). Similarly, Anne Lise seems to be 
the driving force behind most of stage shows 
and other community events around here…so 
how am I supposed to objectively review and/
or interview her about that stuff now?

Answer: the hell with it – I'm going to call 
it like I always have and trust "Friends of 
Icepeople" support me because they believe in 
that fishwrapper rather than one that's had it's 
teeth pulled out of fear of offending those 
supporting it. So if the satirical revue show at 
the beginning of Solfestuka bombs (and, ugh, 
how do you write for that given the terrible 
things that have happened during the past year? 
Tip: see page 5 for the answer), so be it.

Meanwhile, thanks are due to a LOT of 
other people for various bits of help (alas, you'll 
need to check to website for the full list and the 
rest of this rant).
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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The force is weak
'Battle for Svalbard 2030' study 
suggests military ill-prepared for 
Russian invasion of archipelago

A helicopter participates in a rescue exercise in Svalbard led by Norway's Ministry of Defense. Such exercises generally focus on emergency rescues.
PER ARNE JUVANG / FORSVARET

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

We should be afraid today. And even more 
afraid tomorrow. And downright terrified in a 
decade or so.

Russia is likely to continue accelerating its 
military aggression in the Arctic and Norway's 
military capabilities "have to improve signifi-
cantly" to fend off a full-scale attack in Sval-
bard, according to a Norwegian Armed Forces 
report and statements by Norway's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs published this week.

The report, titled "Battle for Svalbard 
2030," plays out various full-scale war scenar-
ios in the archipelago and finds Norway facing 
an uphill battle, so to speak.

"A 2030 scenario in Svalbard represents a 
significant challenge for the Norwegian pattern 
of reaction, where the Navy is initiating opera-
tions from a home base located far from the 
operating theater," the report states.

There are two primary challenges, accord-
ing to report. The first is military assets clus-
tered in a small area would be vulnerable to at-
tack or sabotage before actual conflict occurs.

"A specific consequence may be that Nor-
wegian units never get out of the harbor, for 
example, due to sabotage or the ability of Rus-
sian cruise missiles to threaten units," the re-
port notes. "Taking out the operational airbase 
or fighters and submarines has been a pro-
nounced Russian ambition in the event a con-
flict with Norway arises."

In addition, Norway's naval fleet is inferi-

or and some vessels will be difficult to operate 
in Svalbard's waters.

"The consequence may be that less than 
half of the Norwegian naval strike missiles will 
be available in the operational area," the report 
states.

The report, not surprisingly, calls for 
boosting spending on things such as intelli-
gence, logistics planning and certain weaponry 
more suitable for a war in Svalbard.

"The most plausible Norwegian measures 
will probably be a combination of submarines 
of the Neptune class and surface forces backed 
by fighter jets" the report declares. "Equipped 
with long-range Tomahawk cruise missiles and 
heavy torpedoes the submarines can be used to 
neutralize targets both on land and at sea."

Naval forces "must be ready to deploy with 
full equipment in hours, not days" and good in-
telligence will be a critical factor in knowing 
when a response is needed.

The report was released on the same day 
Norwegian Foreign Minister Børge Brende de-
livered his annual address to Parliament, in 
which he warned about "a more assertive and 
unpredictable Russia."

"The years 2014 and 2015 were difficult in 
foreign affairs, but we must prepare ourselves 
for even bigger trouble in 2016," he said, 
adding the refugee crisis and increasing tension 
among European Union nations are major is-
sues of concern.

SERGEY MAMONTOV / SPUTNIK
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmity Rogozin, forefront at center, and other dignitaries tour 
Barentsburg during a visit in April of 2015 that resulted in a change to Svalbard's entry requirements. 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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THE BATTLE OF 

A good laugh is good for your health – if you do not laugh yourself to death!

THE COAL CHOKER
AND OTHER MISFORTUNES

REMEMBER:

HUSET
7:30 P.M. MARCH 4 AND 5

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT RABALDER  CAFE AND AT LOKALSTYRE.NO
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www.unis.no

Photo: Nils Pe!
er Dale

Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard

 Contact Nina at
nina.robertson@hello-halo.tv

We're all about
Life on the Edge!

 Two Arctic interlopers daring to buy 
tickets to Svalbard during March and 

April each need a sanctuary

 One from March 14 to April 22
The other from April 16-23

Author Evening with

Welcome!
Longyearbyen Public Library
Location:Time: Sunday March 6, 
8:00 p.m.
Arrangement

An evening with 

Hosted by the Longyearbyen Public Library
as part of Solfestuka 2016

8 p.m. Sunday (March 6)
Rabalder Cafe and Bakery

Øystein Wiik has a long 
career as a singer, actor and 

musical writer. In 2010 he 
made his debut as a novelist 

with "Dødelig Applaus," a 
detective story in an opera 

setting. The novel was 
nominated for the Riverton 
Prize. "Rekviem" (2015) is 
the fifth book in the series 

and this time it's about black 
metal, blackmail, revenge 

and a hostage drama inside 
the church in Røros.

Maybe he will sing
for us as well!

Øystein Wiik 
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March 1
2 p.m.: Youth and Cultural Activities 
Committee meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
6 p.m.: Planning meeting for new 
research park center. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Catholic Mass by Father Marek. 
Svalbard Church.
March 2
5 p.m.: Movie: "Zootropolis," U.S. 
animated/family film dubbed in 
Norwegian, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
March 3
7 p.m.: Movie: "Blade Runner," U.S. sci-
fi thriller. Kulturhuset.
March 4-12
Solfestuka festival. See details and 
schedule on pages 5-6 and at solfest.no.
March 5-6
Open day at Fredheim trapping station 
hosted by The Governor of Svalbard, w/ 
presentations about history and recent 
relocation/preservation project. Also on 
March 12-13.
March 6
3 p.m.: Presentation of video exhibit 
"Ahead" by AK Dolven. Kunsthall 
Svalbard inside Svalbard Museum.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: The Road Chip," U.S. 
animated/family film, no age limit 
specified. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "13 Hours: The Secret 
Soldiers of Benghazi," U.S. drama/
thriller, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
March 8
1 p.m.: Technical Committee meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.

March 10
6 p.m.: Presentation: Relocation 
of trapping station at Fredheim 
due to coastal erosion by local 
cultural heritage advisor Hans 
Olav Stegarud. Svalbard Museum.
March 13
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Russian coal mine explosion kills 36
● Reindeer still radioactive from Chernobyl
● Man throws dog to stop polar bear attack
● Penguins on a treadmill: fatties fall more

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

GOVERNOR, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

TONE HERTZBERG / SYSSELMANNEN
One of the governor's two Super Puma rescue helicopters lands on the helipad of the Polarsyssel, 
the governor's service vessel. Both are recent acquisitions intended to improve emergency responses.

Rescues mark '15
Ministry of Justice and Public Security, which 
has administrative oversight of the archipelago.  
The governor has received a second large heli-
copter and service vessel for rescues during the 
past couple of years, but a large-scale emergen-
cy exercise in November of 2014 revealed 
some problems with engaging in sizable rescue 
operations quickly and efficiently.

The governor's office participated in 80 
rescues missions in 2015, continuing a slight 
upward trend during the past three years and up 
from the average of 71 rescues annually for the 
past five years, according to the report.

The biggest rescue was the avalanche, 
which more than 100 people participated in be-
ginning almost immediately after it struck. 
Gov. Kjerstin Askholt, in the report's introduc-

tion, praised the cooperation among the various 
agencies and individuals involved, and stated 
the governor is critical dependent on such help.

"In retrospect, many people have expressed 
that it could have been much worse," she wrote. 
"We lost two residents, but the six others who 
had to be dug out of the avalanche survived. 
Not in the least because many in Longyearbyen 
helped with digging, practical arrangements 
and other necessary tasks."

Among the unconventional "rescue" jobs in 
2015 was the relocation of the trapping station 
at Fredheim and the first-ever excavation on 
Bjørnøya to preserve archaeological relics, both 
of which were threatened to be washed away by 
coastal erosion.


