
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A restriction prohibiting residents from en-
tering 114 still-habitable homes in an area con-
sidered a high avalanche risk has been lifted as 
of 8 p.m. Tuesday, according to The Governor 
of Svalbard.

The decision, announced at the governor’s 
website and during a community meeting at 
Kulturhuset at the 
same time the re-
striction was lifted, 
comes after tempera-
tures dropped well 
below freezing and 
precipi tat ion has 
ceased for what fore-
casters expect to be an extended duration.

“The Norwegian Geotechnical Institute’s 
professional avalanche assessment is that there 
is little danger avalanches on the mountainside 
of the evacuated settlement,” a statement at the 
governor’s website notes.

Heavy snow and winds that triggered the 
avalanche were followed by more than a week 
of unseasonably high temperatures and occa-
sionally heavy rain, flooding some areas and 
posing a risk of slush avalanches.

“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Have you seen this child? We took a 
couple hundred holiday photos. One 
featuring yours might even be in focus.
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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy with 
moderate winds and temperatures 
below -10C until early next week.

Full forecast page 3

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Starting anew The youngest victim Royal touched Thems hangin' words
Queen, justice 
minister visit 
avalanche zone
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won
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See REBUILDING, page 4

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees
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A crane removes slush near a pedestrian bridge 
at Perleporten, above, on Dec. 31 as unusually 
high temperatures and heavy rain creates new 
avalanche and flooding risks in Longyearbyen. 
The bridge and a nearby snowmobiling area is 

closed off. At right, meltwater surrounds the 
main municipal government building in the 
center of town Sunday night. Flooding also 

made roads and snowmobile trails in 
Adventdalen impassible at times, stranding 

some drivers for a few hours at one point.

Insurers say furnishings in many salvageable; city leaders propose new neighborhood at Elvesletta

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.

icepeople.net

Lights still shine 
in the sky as 
2016 arrives

Page 8

Flooding back

See FLOODING, page 6
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All 11 buried homes a 'total loss'
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

All 11 homes buried in the Dec. 19 
avalanche are a total loss and, while many fur-
nishings and other items inside may be salvage-
able, building a new neighborhood in a safer 

area will likely be preferable to rebuilding the 
wrecked one, according to city and insurance 
officials.

Inspections during the past few days by in-
surance officials reveal the structures hit by a 
wave of snow up to four meters high are unsal-

vageable, said Tom Skarstein, a major damage 
consultant for the Oslo insurance company 
Gjensidige, in an interview with NRK. He said 
the company is not yet releasing an estimate of 
the total monetary damages

200 residents allowed back into 
homes after heat wave, rain 
create post-avalanche hazards

VLADIMIR PROKOFIEV

BREAKING: Mail flight crashes near Tromsø, both pilots likely killed. Page 3
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We're finally going to mention a few of the 
things that were weird in the wake of the Dec. 
19 avalanche so, for those who aren't ready for 
that, just read the first item here and then return 
this fishwrapper to the bathroom stall floor (or 
wherever you found it). The British tabloids 
are again having a ball with bizarre bear 
photos from Svalbard, noting one of the 
creatures is so cool it can breathe fire. Or at 
least it appears that way in the photo taken by 
Josh Anon when he was on a small boat near 
the sea ice edge at about 82 degrees latitude 
north. But, as even the uber-sensationalist Daily 
Mirror notes, " on sober reflection, you proba-
bly worked out it's simply the magnificent 
beast's breath in the cold air capturing the Arc-
tic sun" (tinyurl.com/zsrhe6n)…Now onto the 
stuff even we felt didn't belong here right after 
the tragedy, even though nothing involving the 
locals is actually distasteful. But the chaos of 
the situation meant some with good inten-
tions couldn't fulfill them, such as Norwe-
gian Air offering free flights to Oslo for 
avalanche victims wanting to be somewhere 
more comforting than emergency housing dur-
ing the holidays. Reportedly less than 20 people 

took advantage of the offer due to the problem 
of many fleeing wrecked homes without the 
identification necessary to get past security. 
Similarly, while Tromsø rescuers brought their 
search dogs up, the rules regarding transport of 
the animals between Svalbard and the mainland 
(including veterinary checks) resulted in a few 
unplanned snafus when the rescue was over. Fi-
nally, in another bit of transportation weirdness, 
staff at SvalSat ended up making a costly com-
mute via one of the governor's rescue helicopters 
for a few days since the road was too risky.

 to pa 

Gonzalo Higuaín polar bear in three mouse clicks
Serie A standings
expected to lead Napoli’s charge to the title

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

When you hang a man, you better film him

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

Physicist Andreas Wahl dangles from an abandoned mining structure in Longyearbyen in the 
premier episode of an NRK series (at tinyurl.com/zsgzhpb) where he tests the laws of nature by 
conducting various "guinea pig" experiments. "They are absolute," notes a network description 
regarding those laws. "Unquestionable. He is so sure that he is willing to put his own life at stake 
in order to convince the Norwegian population. Here's he's testing centripetal forces using "a rope, 
a six-meter-long metal tube metal tube of six meters and one kettlebell."

JOSH ANON / SOLENT NEWS & PHOTO AGENCY
Worst. Morning. Breath. Ever. As if we didn't 
have enough to worry about if he enters our tent.

NRK
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. W winds to 18 
km/h. High -8C (-12C wind 
chill), low -19C (-13C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 29 
km/h. High -8C (-13C wind 
chill), low -12C (-18C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 32 
km/h. High -12C (-17C wind 
chill), low -143C (-19C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, -10C (-15C), -12C (-17C), light 0:00h; Monday, cloudy, -10C (-15C), -12C (-17C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -10C, (-15C), -12C (-17C), light 0:00h; Wednesday,  cloudy, -9C (-15C), -10C (-16C), light 0:00h

Data provided by Storm.not

Friday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 35 
km/h. High -12C (-18C wind 
chill), low -13C (-19C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Mail flight crashes near 
Tromsø; both pilots missing 

A postal flight from Oslo to Tromsø 
crashed sometime near midnight Friday (Jan. 
8) just across the Swedish border near Akka-
jaure on the way from Oslo to Tromso.

The 42-year-old pilot from Spain and 34-
year-old co-pilot from 
France are missing 
and officials said there 
is little hope of find-
ing them alive.

The mail flight to 
Svalbard was can-
celled Friday.

"Those who were flying to Svalbard were 
colleagues of those that crashed," John Eck-
hoff, a spokesperson for Norway Post, told 
Svalbardposten. He said he believes the plane 
that crashed was scheduled to fly to Svalbard 
today.

The CRJ 200 jet operated by the Swedish 
company West Air was carrying about 4.5 
tons of mail destined for northern Norway. 
Eckhoff stated it's unknown how much of that 
mail may have been destined for Svalbard.

"From what I can see, it has been planned 
that way," he wrote in an e-mail. "There are 
two flights that make an exchange on this 
route."

The plane sent out a mayday message at 
11:31 p.m., one hour and 23 minutes after de-
parture from the airport in Oslo. Contact was 
tent cut off. The area is difficult to access and 
temperatures at the time were about minus 30 
degrees Celsius. Rescuers had still not 
reached the scene as of 11 a.m. Friday.

The captain had 2,050 hours of experience 
with that specific aircraft and a total of 3,173 
hours of flight time. The co-pilot had 900 
hours on with the aircraft and a total of 3,050 
flight hours.

Government authorizes fish 
processing plant in Svalbard

An amendment to Norway's Marine Re-
sources Act approved by the government this 
week will allow the establishment of a fish 
processing plant in Svalbard, which national 
and local leaders said may help replace many 
of the jobs being lost due to the coal mining 
crisis at Store Norske

Queen Sonja, center, and Norwegian Minister of Justice and Public Security Anders Anundsen, to 
the left, discuss the damage inflicted by the Dec. 19 avalanche during a tour of the area Thursday.

Tragic beyond words
Queen Sonja, justice minister 
visit avalanche zone and victims, 
praise rescue efforts by locals

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Queen Sonja, her eyes filled with tears af-
ter touring the 11 homes destroyed by the Dec. 
19 avalanche, said the scope of the tragedy and 
efforts by those trying to help the victims is be-
yond mere words.

"What makes the strongest impression is to 
see this with my own eyes," she said during a 
brief gathering with reporters after the Thurs-
day afternoon tour (Jan. 7, reflecting a delayed 
presstime). "This chaos. One cannot fully un-
derstand it after only having seen pictures."

"There is much to be done and there will 
also be painful times moving ahead. But I think 
that with the unity and determination here it 
will go very well. And I think that unity is go-
ing to be even stronger."

Queen Sonja and Norwegian Minister of 
Justice and Public Security Anders Anundsen 
are visit Longyearbyen Thursday and Friday to 
meet with local leaders, rescue officials and 
volunteers, and those suffering the loss of 

homes and loved ones.
They met with Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin 

Askholt and other local officials shortly after 
their arrival early Thursday afternoon. That was 
followed by an hour-long tour of the avalanche 
area beneath Sukkertoppen, which ended with 
the delegation gathering at one of the wrecked 
homes with the media kept at a distance. When 
the queen returned with Anundsen, the emo-
tional impact of the moment was evident.

The delegation met with members of the 
Longyearbyen Red Cross and other rescuers 
Thursday evening. On Friday, they met private-
ly at Svalbard Church with residents who lost 
homes and loved ones.

An extensive rebuilding effort – almost 
certainly in another area – is likely to be costly 
and require government assistance, according 
to local leaders. Anundsen, during a press con-
ference after the church visit, said he discussed 
the issue with local leaders and it will consid-
ered in the larger context of the government's 
soon-to-be-released white paper outlining poli-
cy objectives for Svalbard. His ministry has le-
gal oversight of Svalbard and is largely respon-
sible for drafting its funding in the budget.

national budget.
 
“We considered traveling up be-

fore Christmas, but chose not to in-
terfere with the rescue crews and the 
safety work that was going on then,” 
Anundsen said in a prepared state-
ment. “I want to see with my own 
eyes the result of natural forces and 
be briefed on the work done. It made 
a remarkable effort in a tragic situa-
tion.”

Queen Sonja las t v is i ted 
Longyearbyen in February of 2014 
for the opening of a first-ever test 
branch of the Tromsø-based North-
ern Norway Art Museum. Anundsen 
has made numerous trips in recent 
years, especially since the Store 
Norske crisis began in 2014, since 
the ministry has legal oversight of 
Svalbard and is largely responsible 
for drafting its funding in the nation-
al budget.

They are scheduled to meet with 
Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt, 
members of the Longyearbyen Com-
munity Council, Longyearbyen Hos-
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Where goes the neighborhood?
“We will now calculate that,” he said. “I 

does not seem to me that this will be a difficult 
insurance settlement. We are having a good di-
alogue with our customers.”

Five of the homes were owned by Store 
Norske and five by the city of Longyearbyen.

Gjensidige assessors agree with avalanche 
experts from the Norwegian Geotechnical Insti-
tute the damage could have been far worse if 
the homes had been on traditional foundations 
instead of pilings that are used due to the per-
mafrost. Although the homes were knocked up 
to 80 meters from their foundations, the struc-
tures themselves stayed more intact they they 
might if anchored in placed.

Workers began sealing off the damaged 
homes from the weather a few days after the 
avalanche, with safety experts and insurance 
assessors agreeing entry to many of the resi-
dences to gather belongings will eventually be 
permitted.

But city leaders officials have been stating 
since shortly after the tragedy it’s unlikely 
homes will be rebuilt in the area since residents 
are unlikely to feel safe there – and the con-
cerns are probably legitimate.

Longyearbyen City Manager Lars Ole 

Saugnes told NRK he wants to build a new 
“neighborhood” on the flatland between the 
surrounding mountains known as Elvesletta. 
Several apartment buildings have already been 
built there in recent years, and additional 
projects including two hotels are also in the 
works.

But it will take time and help to develop 
the new land plots, Saugnes said.

“If you consider the size and radicalness of 
what I’m suggesting here, we will need plenty 
of  cash assistance through the justice ministry 
to redevelop some of the old areas and possibly 
build new ones,” he said.

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen told 
NRK he agrees the plain appears to be the best 
possibility for new housing.

Norwegian Minister of Justice and Public 
Security Anders Anundsen, whose department 
has legal oversight of Svalbard and largely de-
termines its funding in the national budget, is 
scheduled to visit Longyearbyen on Thursday 
and Friday to meet with local leaders, those 
participating in rescue efforts, and those suffer-
ing losses. He will be accompanied by Queen 
Sonja, who last visited in February of 2014.

REBUILDING, from page 1

Two of the 11 
homes destroyed in 

the Dec. 19 
avalanche are 
among those 

pushed together or 
partially on top of 

each other. 
Although officials 

say it is likely 
furnishings and 
other items will 

eventually be 
retrievable from 

many of the homes, 
there is no 

possibility of 
salvaging the 

homes themselves. 
City leaders and 

avalanche experts 
are also dubious 

about building new 
homes in the area 

due to the risk of 
future avalanches. 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A tractor drills into the ground at Elvesletta, where numerous housing complexes have been built in 
recent years, and more residential, industrial and businesses development is planned.

PRIVATE
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EXCAVATE from page 1

Students, teachers gather in 
memory of Nikoline Røkenes, 2; 
public memorial on Saturday

LONGYEARBYEN SCHOOL
The library stands vacant at Longyearbyen School, where students returning Tuesday will spend the first part of the day discussing the Dec. 19 avalanche.

Filling the emptiness

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

JON AARS / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
A bowhead whale spotted recently in the Barents 
Sea is, like most of the whale species in the area, 
on Norway's red list of threatened animals.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Students returning to Longyearbyen School 
for the first time since avalanche Dec. 19 that 
killed Atle Husby, 42, a teacher at the school, 
and Nikoline Røkenes, 2, gathered with 
teachers Tuesday morning to pay tribute to the 
victims and discuss the tragedy.

“In commemoration, we will light candles 
for our teacher and colleague, Atle, and a light 
for two-year-old Nikoline who went to nursery 
school next to the school,” Longyearbyen 
School Headmaster Anne Vikanes wrote in a 
message posted at the city’s website Monday.

A public memorial service for Nikoline, as 
a well as a commemoration for her sister, 
Pernille, 3, who survived after they were buried 
in their father’s home for two hours, is 

scheduled at noon Saturday at Svalbard Church.
Students returning to school gathered a few 

minute later for the lighting of candles, after 
which they met in classrooms with teachers and 
assistants, according to Vikanes.

“The pupils and adults will talk with each 
other; about Christmas, about the trouble that 

happened in Longyearbyen when landslide 
struck, about what students are concerned about 
at their level,” she wrote. “How Christmas was, 
what students are looking forward to and 
dreading. About what makes us sad and what 
makes us happy.”

“We have been advised that we should try 
to have as normal a school life as possible. 
After the first session there will be recess and 
play time, and we will meet again after that and 
the school will take its course. We will be 
aware of the students’ reactions.”

Students will also likely be told details of 
what happened during the avalanche and its 
aftermath later this week, Vikanes wrote.

Husby, who was also a musician with 
several local groups, died before rescuers could 
reach his home after it was hit by a wave of 
snow up to four meters high. Røkenes died the 
next day at a hospital in Tromsø.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A couple who lost their Longyearbyen 
home in the Dec. 19 avalanche now has 
something to smile about as they won 200,000 
kroner in a Norsk Tipping lottery drawing on 
New Year’s Day.

Olav Arild Aulibråten, 56, and Nora Maria 
Anna Grøndal, 59, each purchased a ticket for 
the drawing, and when another resident in their 
mainland hometown of Årnes won the one 
million kroner grand prize, they were among 
the five neighbors in the town who won a 
100,000 kroner prize.

“This was an incredibly great start to the 

year,” the couple said in a statement to Norsk 
Tipping. “We just came from Svalbard where 
we were so unfortunate to lose the house in an 
avalanche. This was therefore a much better 
start to the year than we had expected.”

Their home, one of 11 buried in the 
avalanche, was destroyed when it was knocked 
about 30 meters off its foundation. Grøndal’s 
sister, Eva, was inside the house at the time, but 
was uninjured.

Although they were allowed to briefly 
enter the house a day or two after the slide to 
retrieve urgent personal items, the damaged 
homes have since been off-limits. Officials say 
they plan to eventually allow residents to enter 
to retrieve furniture and other major items – 
which for the sisters may mean whatever of 
their professional photography is salvageable.

Couple who lost home wins 200K
''A much better start to the year 
than we had expected' thanks to 
two winning tickets in lottery

EVA GRØNDAL
Olav Aulibråten and Nora Grøndal, gather with 
Eva Grondal and Geir E Mellum inside their 
home, which was destroyed in the Dec. 19 
avalanche. Eva was inside the home when the 
snowslide struck, but escaped unharmed.

Nikoline Røkenes, 2, was buried in her home for 
two hours after the Dec. 19 avalanche struck.

PRIVATE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

A portion of Aventdalen just past the dog kennels on the outskirts of town, left, is flooded nearly to the road due to heavy rain and snowmelt Saturday 
afternoon. At right, the road is flooded nearby at Isdammen, the site of a dammed lake that is the town’s primary drinking water source.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

City ends temp housing
FLOODING, from page 1

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's not exactly an answer, 
but anyone still clinging to the 
hope the government will help 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

About 80 people still in Longyearbyen 
were reportedly unable to enter their homes 
during the holidays. However, the governor’s 
statement notes a total about 200 people were 
living in the homes in the evacuation zone – al-
though the total is uncertain. Numerous fami-
lies returned to the city this week for resump-
tion of the school year after spending the holi-
days on the mainland.

“It is also important to recognize that 
Longyearbyen is a landslide-prone area, and 
that some of the dwellings are more avalanche 
prone than others if similar weather conditions 
with strong winds and heavy snow occurs 
later,” the governor’s statement notes.

The pedestrian bridge at Perleporten re-

mains closed, although several people were ob-
served crossing it Tuesday.

The announcement comes a few days after 

the residents in city-assigned temporary hous-
ing were notified they must move out and find 
their own housing by this Friday.

"Longyearbyen Lokalstyre is responsible 
for emergency housing for Longyearbyen’s cit-
izens during the immediate time after a catas-
trophe," the statement notes. "This phase is 
ending and Longyearbyen Lokalstyre is respon-
sible only for its own employees' housing."

"Everyone who has been given emergency 
housing by Longyearbyen Lokalstyre during 
the immediate emergency-time must contact 
their own landlords and resolve their own hous-
ing challenges by the end of the first working 
week in January."

The announcement generated concern 
among some residents wondering if everyone 
displaced will be able to find alternative hous-
ing via their landlord, insurance company or 
other means.

"Common sense dictates that when the 
government is actively reaching out and closing 
off areas where people live, and where one can 
be punished for going into them, is it the gov-
ernment's responsibility to find an alternative 
place of residence?" wrote Simen Henriksen in 
a post on a Longyearbyen community Face-
book page.

Longyearbyen City Manager Lars Ole 
Saugnes told NRK the city will step in if some-
one is truly faced with being homeless.

"There is a limit to what we have of fur-
nished residences; we probably have enough 
empty homes. But there are beds and flats, so 
I'm sure that everyone will have a bed to lie in."

"Our priority has been to give those who 
actually have had their residence destroyed a 
new home," Saugnes added. "We have given 
them the furnished homes that exist and now 
we are working to find homes for those who 
were on vacation. They will eventually get the 
opportunity to stay in furnished containers if it 
should be necessary."

, - Our priority has been to give those who actually have received 
residence destroyed a new home. We have given them the furnished 
homes that exist, and so we are working to find homes for those who 
were on vacation. They will eventually have the opportunity to stay in 
furnished cargo containers if it should be necessary." 

Longyearbyen was added to Norway’s avalanche warning system 
four days after the avalanche that buried 11 homes and killed two resi-
dents. A more permanent monitoring system for the area is now in the 
works, and Longyearbyen’s municipal government is working with the 
geotechnical institute to map danger zones in order to help implement 
safety and redevelopment plans.

MARTIN LANGTEIGEN

NORWEGIAN METEORLOGICAL INSTITUTE

A weather chart shows temperatures at Svalbard 
Airport were the highest in Norway on Sunday.  
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How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

When so many have lost so 
much, it's so little to offer…

…but it's all we have, so Icepeople is indefinitely dedicating this space to those who have 
an urgent need/item, service or other help, and/or messages to/from people here and 
elsewhere related to the tragedy the community is going through. The reaction by 
individuals to those in need has been truly touching (as noted online, a desperately needed 
plea by our editor for a phone prompted numerous quick responses) and we hope others 
might find relief from their dire needs through similar acts of generosity. Send them to 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com or call 4151 4638.

And while we hate to bring it up at a tragic time like this, providing ongoing 
coverage of the situation comes at a cost beyond merely our lack of sleep. This 
week's newspaper, for example, costs 20 kroner just to print each copy, which 
we're continuing to provide free to all because we believe in the worthiness of 
sharing valuable information about this place with local residents and the world. 
But we can't keep doing this with only good intentions for long – if you find what 
we're doing valuable we hope you'll drop a donation in our coinboxes when you 
pick up the newspaper or make a contribution at our website (we'll do our best 
to detail exactly how we'll use your hard-earned money if we know who you are).
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Jan. 6
6 p.m.: Movie: "Point Break," U.S. 
action, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Jan. 10
11 a.m.: Mass w/ visiting Priest Birgit 
Lockertsen. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Peanuts Movie," 
U.S. animated/comedy, all ages. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "In the Heart of the 
Sea" (3D), U.S. action/drama, ages 12 
and up. Kulturhuset.
Jan. 11
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Jan. 12
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Jan. 13
7 p.m.: Movie: "In the Heart of the 
Sea,", U.S. action/drama, ages 12 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
Jan. 17
11 a.m.: Mass w/ visiting Priest Birgit 
Lockertsen. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Daddy's Home," U.S. 
comedy, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Hateful Eight," U.S. 
western, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Jan. 18
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Jan. 19
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Presentation: "The Arctic After 
Paris," hosted by UNIS President Ole 
Arve Misund. UNIS.
Jan. 21
8 p.m.: Svalbard Seminar: "Seabirds in 
Svalbard" by Hallvard Strøm of the 
Norwegian Polar Institute (in 
Norwegian). UNIS.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Oil blames reindeer for tundra sinkholes
● Nuclear ship sets Arctic speed record
● Norway's cod fishing worst in a decade
● Why dung beetles are climate warriors

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Fireworks light up apartments on the east side 
of town, above, just after midnight Jan. 1. At 
middle left, a family watches the fireworks near 
the Skjæringa memorial. At bottom left, 
Residents watch fireworks from the memorial 
at the entrance to Vei 230, where 11 homes 
were destroyed in the Dec. 19 avalanche that 
killed two people. At bottom right, families play 
with sparklers near the center of town. 
Although there was frequent rain and heavy 
winds during New Year's Eve, conditions 
improved considerably late in the evening.  
Photos by Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.

A resolute New Year


